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Briefin 
AAAA Annual Convention 
April 6-9, 2008 
National Harbor, Maryland 

REGISTRATION OPENS 
JAN. 15, 2008 

For the first time AAAA will be using an 
outside online event registration vendor 
and "Passkey" for housing. This will give 
you instant registration capability for ~a:::!!'""'" 

tickets and rooms. Just get on the AAAA 
website, (www.quad-a.org) and click on 
the links. You may also call them direct, 
(203) 883-9085 for tickets, or (301) 965-
4000 for housing. If you experience any 
challenges call the AAAA national office 
(203) 268-2450. 

DOD Names New Undersecretary for ATL 
The Defense Department announced Nov. 21 the Honorable John J. Young Jr. is 
now the undersecretary of defense for Acquisition , Technology and Logistics. Young , 
who has been acting in the position since July, was confirmed Nov. 16 by the Senate. 
Before serving as the acting undersecretary, Young served as Defense Department's 
director of Defense Research and Engineering, and was the principal advisor to the 
SECDEF on technical matters and acted as the Department's chief technology offi
cer. Prior to joining the DOD, Young served as a professional staff member of the 
Senate Defense Appropriations Subcommittee. He also previously worked for 
Lockheed Martin and for Rockwell International Corporation. 

Test Pilot Program Applications Open 
Army aviators interested in career opportunities in the experimental test pilot program 
need to apply by Jan. 18. The Human Resources Command will hold a selection 
board in February. The program is open to active-duty CW2 or above pilots, or com
missioned officers in year group 1997 or later. Selected pilots will attend an 11-month 
course at the Naval Test Pilot School , Patuxent River, Md. Interested pilots should 
contact their career managers for more information. 

JTF-8 Troops Support TS Noel Relief 
Soldiers and Airmen from Joint 
Task Force-Bravo in Honduras 
position a UH-60 Black Hawk 
helicopter for loading onto a C-5 
Galaxy from the New York Air 
National Guard. A team of 19 
Airmen and Soldiers and two 
helicopters from Joint Task 
Force-Bravo departed Nov. 5 

~p;.--..."",,!l heading for the Dominican 

-
~--------------------------------------------------------------~ 

Republic to assist with recovery 
efforts in the wake of Tropical 
Storm Noel. 

-~~----- I 

I. ~~~:~g~~~~orFc~~;:~!:a~l~~=q~~~.~~~S __ _ 
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E COUNTDOWN HAS BEGUN 
NEW AIRCRAFT COMPLETION CENTER IS COMING 



AAAA President's Cockpit 

Malting Our World Safer 
Grateful for Those Who Have Served and Are Serving 

Sixty-five, 50 and 25 are big numbers for us as we 
close 2007 and enter 2008. It was 65 years ago in 
1942, on June 6 specifically, that the first class of 

Almy aviators graduated at FOli Sill, Okla. 
The AAAA is bringing to a close its 50th year since its 

founding in 1957. 
And we now enter the 25th year since the founding of 

the U.S. Army Aviation Branch in 1983. 
These are all great milestones and give us perspective 

on where we are today. 
In the last three months we have held two velY success

. ful AAAA symposia on two vital areas: aircraft sun'iv
ability equipment and unmanned aircraft systems. 

As we watched the professional presentation videos of 
the sh'ikes against improvised explosive device emplacers 
and heard the recounting of successful engagements, it 
struck me on how our branch is actually having a strategic 
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impact on the cunent struggle and the histOlY of our 
nation. 

Without our AImy aviation forces - including our unbe
lievably talented enlisted UAS operators - the situation in 
the Global War on Tenorism and Iraq would be vastly dif
ferent than it is today. 

Much of the success today is a result of the great team 
effort of the AImy and especially AImy Aviation. 

You are making a huge difference. 
What a long way we have come from cloth wing Piper 

Cubs to incredibly sophisticated manned and unmanned 
systems that can team to destroy individual targets in min-
utes and seconds. . 

The constant of course is the U.S. AI'my Soldier - the 
most innovative, flexible and lethal force on any battle
field. 

As we celebrate the founding of the Branch at the 
AAAA Convention in April, let's thank all those who have 
gone before and especially our families who have made it 
all possible. 

On behalf of the Board of the AAAA and personally 
from Marcy and me, we wish you all a happy and safe hol
iday season. 

Please remember during this time all our deployed 
brothers and sisters and thank you all for your tremendous 
service to our nation. 

You are truly making this a better and safer world for 
many, many people who will never even know your 
names. 

"AAAA: Supporting the U.S. Almy Aviation Soldier 
and Family!" 

Jim Snider 
AAAA President 
jim.snider@quad-a.org 
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From The Aviation Branch Chief 

Industry Partnerships 
Achieving Prolific Results 
By MG Virgil L. Packett II 

Now more than ever, Army avia
tion continues to be a significant 
and relevant combat multiplier. 

Although the current systems are 
operating extremely well in Iraq, 
Afghanistan and throughout the 
world, we will continue to modernize 
our current aviation fleet and rapidly 
introduce new technologies that will 
make the difference in the next fight. 

We, with our industty partners, are 
committed to providing our Soldiers 
with technically superior systems that 
are capable, survivable and sustain
able. These pmtnerships have contin
ually produced prolific results since 
the termination of the RAH-66 
Comanche program in FebmalY 2004 
and our efforts to fight the Global War 
on Terrorism. 

Our industty pminers continue to 
excel in providing our warfighters with 
the best tools available in the shOltest 
time possible. We are currently field
ing the CH-47F Chinook, UH-60M 
Black Hawk, UH-72A Lakota and the 
Warrior Block 0 unmanned -aircraft 
system. The C-27J Spmtan has been 
selected for the Atmy and Air Force 
Joint Cargo Aircraft program and is a 
combined effort to have an airframe 
that will meet warfighter needs for 
intt'a-theater airlift. Each of these air
craft, referred to as "new starts," bring 
advanced avionics, advanced digital 
displays, improved engines, and 
enhanced survivability while reducing 
operating and SUppOlt costs. 

The upgrading of the AH-64D 
Apache fleet with the modemized tar
get acquisition and designation sys
tem has been a significant combat 
multiplier. The past year has also seen 
improvements on our unmanned air
craft systems and the rapid fielding of 
the Warrior-A. Additionally, we have 
fielded aviation ground support 
equipment, aircraft survivability 
equipment, aviation interoperability 
and battle command systems; sets, 
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Soldiers from the 2nd Inf. Div. transport a wounded Iraqi civilian to an HH·60L medical evacu
ation helicopter following a terrorist attack in Tarmiyah, Iraq, Sept. 30. It is the efforts of 
industry partners working through various challenges that result in keeping aviation Soldiers 
well equipped with the right tools to execute their wartime missions and return safely home. 

kits, outfits and tools; and many other 
warfighting tools and systems at 
unprecedented rates - thanks again to 
our industty partners. _ 

Let us not forget the great contribu
tion that our contractors make in the 
entire realm of strategic planning, 
doctrine, organizational and materiel 
development, training, leadership and 
education. There are many unsung 
heroes throughout the organizations 
that make up the Aviation Center of 
Excellence and our industty team, 
many of whom are forward deployed. 

Our government financial and con
tracting processes can be a strain on 
industty relationships at times, but we 
have been velY successful in working 
through our challenges by keeping 
our aviation Soldiers at the focus of 
our collective efforts. 

Despite our successes, we will 
always have areas for improvement. I 
challenge our government and indus
try team to stay focused on our 
Soldiers - our most" critical compo-

8 

nent in the aircraft. The men and 
women of our Atmy aviation team 
deserve our velY best effOlt in all that 
we do. This is not business as usual! 

EvelY day that we delay, evelY 
milestone or suspense that we collec
tively miss means our Soldiers will 
bear the burden of war without the 
resources they deserve. 

I challenge our government and 
industty team to find creative ways 
around roadblocks or bureaucratic 
policies, procedures or personnel who 
impede our progress to equip and 
train our Soldiers that we send into 
hmm's way. 

We must maintain the financial and 
personnel resources that SUppOlt the 
programs embodied in aviation mod
emization and . tt'ansformation plans. 1r 
We must also work with industty to 
ensure accomplishment of cost, per
fonnance, and schedule milestones 
for the new stmt programs. Addition
ally, we must conduct Atmy aviation 
modemization simultaneously with 
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Because the 
• • • 

mISSIon IS never 
the same. 

I fly a Sikorsky BLACK HAWK helicopter for 

multiple missions. It's dependable and durable, 

and I have complete confidence in its proven 

peliormance. Sikorsky not only sets the standard 

for rotorcraft excellence and safety, they exceed 

it. It's evident in evelything from the reliable 

peliormance of my BLACK HAWK to the way 

they support me in the field. There's simply no 

better helicopter for any requirement, whether it's 

utility, combat search and rescue or fu-eflghting. 

The way I see it, not evelY pilot gets to fly in a 

helicopter this good. But they should. 

Sikorsky. 

o Sikorsky 
A United Technologies Company 



CPT Nathan Riedel, commander of Co. A, 4th Bn., 101st Avn. Regt., 
159th Cbt. Avn. Bde., gets a look at the digital avionics suite in the 
new UH·60M helicopter Oct. 25 at Sabre Army Heliport, Fort 
Campbell, Ky. Riedel's battalion is the first combat unit to receive 
the new M model Black Hawk thanks to the team efforts of combat 
developers, industry partners, the acquisition and testing com· 
mands, and the equipment manufacturers. 

an unprecedented optempo in combat operations. We are 
still a nation at war. Interoperability and survivability are 
two critical areas of emphasis. 

And finally, continued patience and endurance will be 
required during the remainder of this persistent conflict. 
This past year has been a great example of what we can 
accomplish as a cohesive Aviation Team. In November, we 
passed the 2,000,000 combat flying hour mark. With 
60,000 aviation Soldiers and 4,500 aircraft stationed in 50 
states, three telTitories and over 30 countries, Army avia
tion continues to achieve similar historic results. 

The first thought many people have when they hear the 
phrase "The Aviation Center of Excellence" is of Fort 
Rucker, Ala. However, the team that makes up the 
Aviation Center of Excellence is much, much larger than 
that. In addition to FOlt Rucker, we have world class train
ing at Fort Eustis, Va.; FOlt Huachuca, Ariz.; FOlt Bliss, 
Texas; and the Army National Guard's Westem, High-

~ Altitude, Fixed Wing and Eastem aviation training sites. 
~ Add to that the incredible work being done by the Program 
! Executive Office for Aviation and the Aviation and Missile 
~ Command in Huntsville, Ala., and the key integration with 
1;; 
~a. the Almy and Joint Staffs by the Office of the Deputy I 

Chief of Staff for Operations (G3/5/7) at the Pentagon -
~ this is the dynamic Aviation Team! 

There are still many challenges ahead and our effOlts 
must result in a more responsive, lethal, and flexible avia
tion capability that will effectively SUppOlt combat com
manders at all levels. We are committed to our aviation 
Soldiers and their families. As we continue to capture the 
synergy of the entire aviation community, we will devel
op, train and field these new capabilities for one purpose, 
to ensure our aviation warfighters have the tools they need 
to accomplish our mission. 

I look forward to addressing the challenges of the future 
with you and continuing the great momentum that we have 
achieved. 

Aviation Proud and Almy Strong! 

MG Virgil L. Packett II is the Army Aviation branch chief 
and the commanding general of the u.s. Army Aviation 
Warfighting Center and Fort Ruckel~ Ala. 

THE RIGHT PERSPECTIVE, 
THE VOICE OF THE WARFIGHTER. 

www.dynetics.com 
Dynetics 

The Power of Solutions'" 
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1 Your Ammo Count. 

19 Our Birds Home. ™ 

Accuracy 
Matters 

Precision Engineered Weapon Moun tingSystems 
Precision mounts from Contract Fabrication & Design provide an ultra-stable platform for all 

DoD armament requirements. Superior stability means less wasted ammunition, less weight, 

improved accuracy, optimum sensor imaging, increased effective capacity and saved lives. 

Rounds in the dirt are just wasted rounds. 

Make your ammo count: First Burst - Threat Denied. 

Eliminated Targets Don't Shoot Back 

1, 1* , CONTRACT i\ FABRICATION 
~ ~ & DESIGN 

www.contractfabrication.net 



Aviation Proponency and 
. Transformation Personnel Challenges 
By CSM Donald R. Sanders with SGM David Wagner 

As the end of the year is upon us, 
I wanted to take the time to bring 
you up to date on our transfor

mation personnel challenges. 
The Aviation Branch Personnel 

Proponency Office (AP) here at Fort 
Rucker, Ala. is responsible for the 
lifecycle of our aviation enlisted 
Soldiers. 

AP provides the thought process of 
how we train, assign, utilize and pro
mote aviation branch enlisted 
Soldiers from private through 
sergeant major. It is involved in evelY 
aspect of our branch. 

With tasks such as refining a mili
talY occupational skill (MOS) career 
map, proposing an additional skill 
identifier, or approving a reserve 
component Soldier's on-the-job pack
et. Thus, AP is a little known but vast
ly important member of the aviation 
team. 

I thank SGM David Wagner with 
the AP Office for joining me this 
month to help with explaining some 
of the actions that AP has completed 
this year to SUppOlt our branch. 

ARMY AVIATION 

Aviation Life Support System MOS 
Notification of Future Change 

(NoFC), E-0804-15, establishing the 
aviation life support systems repairer 
MOS 15A was posted on Aug. 27. 
This is an interim action pending an 
Army Staff decision on a proposed 
Force Design Update (FDU). 

Once the FDU is approved, posi
tions within aviation units will be 
changed to reflect the requirement for 
Soldiers to hold the 15A MOS and 
remove the CUlTent requirement for 
Soldiers that hold the Q2 additional 
skill identifier (ASI) in other MOSs. 
Currently, the Army G3/5/7 Force 
Modernization Office plans to imple
ment this change in fiscal year 2010. 

Soldiers that currently hold the · Q2 
ASI and who are selected to reclassi
fy into 15A will attend a 7-week 
transition course at the U.S. 
Army Aviation Warfighting Center 
(USAAWC) at Fort Rucker. Upon 
completion of the course, the 15A 
MOS will be awarded. 

Soldiers attending individual ently 
training (lET) will attend a 12-week, 

12 

The branch is working the "A9" ASI to 
track Soldiers qualified to conduct 
maintenance on the new UH·60M and 
CH·47F aircraft. Important for Soldiers 
from Co. B "Avengers," 615th Avn. Spt. 
Bn., 1st Air Cav. Bde., to know who recent· 
Iy completed their 200th scheduled phase 
maintenance on this UH·60L Nov. 5. Here a 
small part of the phase team stands with 
the aircraft and includes (I to r): SPC 
James Eldridge, SPC Jared Rivera, SPC 
George Ponce, SGT Justin Fajardo, SGT 
Anthony Bermudez, SGT Robert Evans and 
SGT Patrick MeTheny. 

3-day course at USAAWC. Later in 
their careers, ' these Soldiers will 
progress from the 15A to 15K aircraft 
components repair supervisor MOS at 
the rank of sergeant first class. 

If the FDU is approved, early 
implementation is possible. 

Tracking Trained UH·60M and CH·47F 
Soldiers 

The A9ASI was established to 
track Soldiers who have received 
tl'aining on the UH-60M and CH-47F 
aircraft. Soldiers in the 15T and 15U 
MOS are awarded the A9 upon com
pletion of training on the UH-60M 
and CH-47F. 

Soldiers in MOS 15F and 15N will 
receive a product skill identifier or PDI 
upon completion of training, with an 
E6 PDI for the UH -60M and an E7 
PDI for the CH-47F. Once 15F and 
15N Soldiers complete tl'aining in both 
the UH-60M and CH-47F aircraft, 
they will be awarded the A9 AS!. 

Due to the requirement for 15F and 
15N Soldiers to be trained on both 
new aircraft and the total length of 
training time to receive the A9 ASI, it ' 
is imperative for battalion S 1 sections 
to insure proper documentation of all 
training received. 

All training on the UH -60M will be 
conducted at the Army's Aviation 
Logistics School at Fort Eustis, Va. 

Soldiers assigned to the first three 
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c:a-' 8..",1: Helicopter FLY SMART. FLY BELL. 
A Textron Company 

THEY PLAY HIDE AND SEEK. WE PLAY SEARCH AND DESTROY. 
The ARH-70A provides the Army with an incredible combination of speed, survivability and lethality in 
a recon helicopter. It quickly finds and destroys the threat in order to shorten the battle and save lives. 

© 2006 Bello Helicopter Textron Inc., all rights reserved. 



The Aviation Proponency Office at Fort Rucker works on behalf of all branch Soldiers to 
ensure they have viable career and promotion opportunities. Here, SPC Colin Gwilliam, an 
AH·64D crew chief with Co. A, 1st Bn., 227th Avn. Regt., 1st Air Cav. Bde., washes down an 
Apache Oct. 24 on the flight line at Camp Taji, Iraq. 

units to receive the CH-47F will be aircraft maintenance senior sergeants 
trained by a new equipment training in MOS 15Z50. 
team at their home station. The Aviation Branch Command 

Sergeant Major (ABCSM) has pro-
15W Unmanned Aerial Vehicle posed that the branch consider having 
Operator these Soldiers compete for MOS 

On Oct. 1, 2008, all Soldiers in 15P50 aviation operations sergeant. 
MOS 35K (culTently the MOS for The change from 15Z50 to 15P50 
unmanned aerial vehicle operators) will better track these Soldiers 
will become 15W and transfer fi'om through their careers, enabling them 
the militaty intelligence branch to the to serve in positions at the brigade 
aviation branch. 35K Soldiers can and divisional staff level. 
repm1 to their battalion S 1, stat1ing 
next June 1, and request to have their UAS Maintenance Personnel 
MOS convel1ed to 15W. CUlTently, maintenance on the 

The 15W Advanced Leaders Hunter and Shadow unmanned air
Course, formerly the Basic NCO craft systems (UAS) is being per
Course or BNCOC, will continue to formed by Soldiers in MOS 35T (MI 
be taught at Fm1 Huachuca, Ariz. system maintainer and integrator) and 
However, the 15W Senior Leaders 52D (generator equipment repairer) . 
Course, fmmerly the Advanced NCO Effective Oct. 1,2007, these posi-
Course, will be conducted at the tions began a three year transition 
USAAWC's NCO Academy at Fort fi'om 35T to 15J (atmament/electri
Rucker. Currently, these Soldiers will cal/avionics system repairer), and 
compete for promotion at the rank of 52D to 15B (aviation powerplant 
master sergeant and ftrst sergeant as repairer) or to 15G (aviation shuctur-

ARMY AVIATION 14 

SSG Pablo Villanueva with Co. B, 173rd 
Special Troops Bn. (Airborne) takes an 
engine off an RQ·7 Shadow 200 unmanned 
aircraft at Forward Operating Base Fenty in 
Jalalabad, Afghanistan June 19.1n the near 
future Villanueva's UAS career field special· 
ty will transfer to the aviation branch for 
personnel management. 

al repairer (Hunter system only» . 
Soldiers in 15J and 15B will attend 

Hunter training with the U3 AS I, or 
the Shadow with the U2 ASI, at Fm1 
Huachuca. 

At the request of the ABCSM, F 011 
Rucker is currently looking into the 
viability of creating a new MOS that 
will consolidate all UAS maintenance 
tasks into a single MOS. It is envi
sioned that these Soldiers will main
tain the CUlTent fleet of Hunter and 
Shadow UAS, the proposed new Sky 
WalTior UAS, and all future UAS. 

Some of the catalysts for this dis
cussion are CUlTent issues repm1ed to 
Fmt Rucker by deployed units, such as 
deploying with less than 100 percent 
of required UAS maintenance person
nel, shm1comings in maintenance 
experience, and lack of technical 
inspector oversight. Some of these 
issues may be an indirect result of the 
CUlTent h'ansition period ofUAS main
tenance fi'om militaty intelligence and 
ordnance branches to aviation. 

The creation of a single UAS main
tainer MOS could help in reducing the 
UAS maintainer h'aining time needed 
under the current plan, provide 
Soldiers with a larger base of system 
knowledge, and provide a better means 
of h'acking these Soldiers for the Army 
Human Resource Command. 

This course of action is in the early [ 
stage of development and will also 
look at utilization and promotion 
potential for Soldiers into the senior 
NCO grades. 

ACSI Course 
The Almy aviation currently con-
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ducts the Aircraft Crewmember 
Standardization Instructor (ACSI) 
Course for Soldiers in MOS 15U 
(cargo helicopter repairer) and 15T 
(utility aircraft repairer) at Fort 
Rucker. This course is for Soldiers 
that already possess non-rated 
crewmember experience and prepares 
them to serve as flight engineer 
instructors (FI) and standardization 
instructors (SI) in the CH-47D/F, 
MH-47E/G, UH-60AlL, MH-60KIM 
and HH-60M units. 

There are currently two courses, 
the one for Soldiers in 15U is 6 weeks 
in length, while the course for MOS 
15T is 4 weeks and 4 days. Upon suc-

- cessful completion of their respective 
ACSI course, Soldiers in 15U and 
15T are awarded the Nl AS!. 

Work is currently underway to 
combine the common portions of 
these two ACSI courses, consolidat
ing training assets and insuring that 
all non-aircraft specific training is 
standardized. 

A separate proposal under consid
eration is the creation of an additional 
track for the utility aircraft ACSI 
course adding training specific for 
MOS 68WF flight medics. These 
Soldiers serve as flight medics in air 
ambulance companies and are inte
grated into the commander's aircrew 
training program as non-rated 
crewmembers. 

Recently the Army Training 
Requirements and Recourses System 
was updated to allow 68WF Soldiers 
to attend the utility aircraft ACSI 
course. Currently, Soldiers in 68WF 
will not be awarded the Nl ASI. 

Summary 
As you can see, it has been a busy 

year for the Aviation Proponency 
Office. They are working hard on 
behalf of our branch and warfighters. 

Above The Best! 

CSM Donald R. Sanders is the 
command sergeant majo/' of the 
Aviation branch at the US. Army 
Aviation Warfighting Centel; . Fort 
Ruckel~ Ala. Email: donald.l: sanders 
@conus.anl1y.mil SGM David Wagner 
is the non-commissioned officer in 
charge of the enlisted transformation 
cell, Aviation P/,oponency Office. 
Email: david.m.wagner@conus.army. 
mil 
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AH-64 Apache 
Exceedance 

Warning System 
MISSION PROVEN, PAYBACK IN ONE YEAR 

Safe Flight's Exceedance Warning System, 
already flight tested and installed on the 
Bell/USN TH-57, features a collective 
shaker to give pilots a distinct tactile 
warning when operating limits are being 
approached. 

The critical advantage is less wear and tear 
on the aircraft, resulting in less exceedance-related maintenance 
and component replacement. The maintenance cost savings alone 
will pay for the Exceedance Warning System in one year. In 
addition, the system is retrofiUable by field maintenance teams. 

The result is a win-win for the U.S. Army AH-64 Apache Program -
greater combat readiness and effectiveness and reduced 
maintenance costs. 
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The Challenge to Press Ahead 
By BG Willia~ H. Forrester 

As we enter this new fiscal year, continuing to atm our
selves with the knowledge and tools necessmy to sup
pOli leaders and warfighters on the battlefield as well 

as the home front remains paramount to the success of ollr 
Anny's Safety. However, before we move fOlward, I 
believe there is value in looking back at fiscal 2007 aM 
understanding where the Army lost Soldiers and why. 

Incorporating lessons learned, best practices and experi
ences from our combat veterans and leaders will undoubt
edly assist the Army's effOlts in saving lives. Almy Chief 
of Staff GEN George Casey recently stated, "We have a 
combat-seasoned force. Now we need to consider the way 
ahead to further protect them on and off duty. Look at what 
safety issues they are up against and make sure they are 
aware and ready." 

At the end of fiscal year 2006, our Almy reduced acci
dental loss by 19 percent fl.-om fiscal 2005; however, in fis
cal 2007 we failed to match the successes of 2006. Every 
loss is tragic and this past year 247 families learned just 
how hard it is to canyon without their loved ones ... alliost 
to a.ccidents. These 247 Soldiers are fallen comrades no 
longer in our formations. 

Looking at last year's accidents even closer, 143 
Soldiers died in off-duty accidents ~ompared to 104 on 
duty. Private owned vehicle (POV) accidents claimed 110 
lives; personnel injUly 50; aviation 37; Al'my motor vehi
cle 37; combat vehicle 11; and two Soldiers died in fire 
and explosion accidents. With the exception of POV and 
fire/explosion accidents, overall, the Anny experienced 
increases in all other accident categories this year. 

What's killing our Soldiers? Below are some identified 
trends, gained through the collection and analysis of acci
dental losses, fl'om which we can learn and develop con
h'ol measures in our effOlts to save lives: 

Air-Causes of aviation accidents continue to be 
assumption of low risk missions, inadequate mission plan
ning, indiscipline and occurrences of overconfidence. 

Ground-Operating or riding in an Army vehicle 
remains the number one fatality-producing on-duty activi
ty. Excessive speed for the conditions, over-colTecting and 
inadequate training are all common threads in these acci
dents. Also, between November and May of fiscal year 
2007, six Soldiers drowned in Al1ny vehicle rollover acci
dents. These months are emerging as peak periods for 
potential rollover accidents. A majority of these accidents 
OCCUlTed during periods of limited visibility and when 
Soldiers did not necessarily have situational awareness of 
their surroundings. We also experienced a five-year high in 
water activity-related accidents with 14 Soldiers drown-

ARMY AVIATION 

ing, Negligent discharge incidents, higher than in the pre
vious two years, killed eight Soldiers. 

Driving- Additionally, speed along with failure to use 
seat belts and loss of vehicle control were the most com
mon causal factors in all fatal accidents across the board in 
fiscal 2007. There were fewer 18 to 25 year-old drivers 
involved in fatal accidents than in fiscal 2006 (54 vs. 74). 

Of the motorcycle accident fatalities, 66 percent involved 
Soldiers over the age of25 and 63 percent were E-5 or high-

. er. Additionally, 42 percent of motorcycle accidents were 
primarily ath"ibuted to exceeding the capabilities of the bike 
or the operator. The most significant categOlY of decreased 
fatalities OCCUlTed with POVs. With a 13 percent Almy-wide 
decrease in POV accidents, there was also a 22 percent 
decrease in the number of motorcycle fatalities. 

While it may be easy to get wrapped up in what went 
wrong and count losses this past fiscal year, it's more dif
ficult to know exactly what impact you have had in saving 
Soldiers' lives and affecting their decisions. By utilizing 
our tools, programs and team of safety expelis, you're 
making a difference. 

We know engaged leadership works both on duty and 
off duty in protecting our most precious resource-our 
Soldiers. Please continue to make a concentrated effort to 
understand, apply and teach risk management and reach 
out to family members and engage them, too. 

The US. Almy Comb~t Readiness/Safety Center will 
continue our effOlis to assist in any ways you think possi
ble. Thank you for all you do. 

Almy Safe is Almy Strong! 

BG Bill Forrester is the director of Army Safety and the 
commanding general of the u.s. Army Combat Readiness 
Center/Safety, Fort Ruckel; Ala. 
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CONNECT 
THE DOTS. 

Why settle for information 
when you can have intelligence? 

At Westar, we help turn information silos into comprehensive knowledge 

networks. So that you can make fast, informed decisions. Reduce risk. 

Boost readiness. Increase safety. Save tin1e. And cut operational 

and SUppOlt costs. We're expelts in systems integration, 

testing and analysis, and logistics management solutions. 

We're Westar Aerospace & Defense Group, Inc. 

Connect the dots. Complete your mission. 

Call Westar: 703-416-8211, ext. 228. 

Or e-mail: Williford@westar.com 

It's the intelligent thing to do. 

Aerospace & Defense Group 
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QinetiQ North America 

WESTAR AEROSPACE & DEFENSE GROUP 

800-518-8379 . WWW.WESTARCOM 



DESIGN 
MI designs and manufactures many products 

that support Army Aviation, including unmanned 
aircraft systems, training and simulation systems, 
and automated aircraft test and maintenance 
equipment. 

No one builds more tactical unmanned aircraft 
and state-of-the-art ground control stations than 
MI, including the renowned RQ-7B Shadow 200, 
the tactical unmanned aircraft system that's flown 
more than 225,000 hours in support of U.S. 
warfighters in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Shadow, ABE, and Innovation That Works are registered trademarks of AAJ Corporation. 

TRAINING 
MI is a worldwide leader in the design and 

implementation of military training systems. For Army 
Aviation, the company's enhanced ground control 
station training simulator provides an ideal solution 
for developing and sustaining unmanned aircraft 
system operators and crew. 

Other training products for U.S. and international 
defense customers include maintenance trainers, 
electronic warfare trainers, mission systems trainers, 
and air defense trainers. 



In supporting Army Aviation, AAI does more than design and produce the 

world-renowned RQ-7B Shadow® 200 Tactical Unmanned Aircraft System. 
We also deliver important life cycle achievements through technologies 

and products that support countless Army platforms and systems. 

At AAI we bring imagination and innovation into advanced systems 
design, craft training programs that confer operational skills, develop 

test systems that instill combat confidence for air crews, and overhaul 
and return to service needed aviation systems and components. 

Staying above the best! It's a life cycle achievement. 

MI and ESL Defence, our U.K.-based subsidiary, 
have considerable heritage in developing electronic 
warfare test and alignment equipment for U.S. Army 
and allied military rotor-wing and fixed-wing aircraft. 

Our ABE® common boresight system ali~ns the 
AH-64D Apache Longbow and the new Armed Recon 
Helicopter, providing sensor and weapon system 
accuracy through gyro-stabilized, electro-optical 
alignment that significantly increases accuracy and 
repeatability, reduces maintenance time, and 
lowers operating costs. 

MI's McTurbine Inc. subsidiary is an author
ized service center for Honeywell and Goodrich 
Corporation, providing full-service maintenance, 
repair, and overhaul of U.S. Army T53 and T55 
turboshaft helicopter engines, components, fuel 
control units, and governors. 

The company's facilities are equipped with 
automated test cells, and its technicians are 
certified to perform complex machining and 
non-destructive testing. 



SPECIAL FOCUS 

INDUSTRY 
PARTNERS 

AAI'S pat:mership with Atmy avia
tion is a complete package. Since 
its founding nearly 60 years ago, 

AAI has-been designing, developing, 
producing, delivering, servicing, and 
providing training solutions for an 
array of exemplaty At°my aviation 
products and technologies. 

Across the years our mission has 
been unwavering-developing tech
nologies and providing capabilities 
that SUppOlt our men and women in 
unifOlm wherever they serve. A host 
of Army aviation disciplines continue 
to be among our largest and most sig
nificant customers. 

Unmanned Aircrah Systems 
Every day UoS. Army RQ-7B 

Shadow-200 tactical umnanned air
craft systems (TUAS), produced 
by AAI, perform vital situational 
awareness missions over Iraq and 
Afghanistan and in other crucial 
worldwide deployments. 

ARMY AVIATION 

More than a quarter century of 
proven, battlefield-tested unmanned air
craft technologies have established AAI 
at the forefront of the aerospace and 
defense indusny in designing and deliv
eling state-of-the-alt, operational UAS. 

In December 1999, the Atomy 
down-selected AAI at the conclusion 
of an intense, comprehensive compe
tition to be its TUAS prime connoac
tor. Now,_ eight years later, RQ-7B 
Shadows have proven themselves as 
extremely reliable platforms for 
sophisticated intelligence-gathering 
payloads that collect vital battlefield 
and situational awareness information 
and link it to high-technology, inter
operability networks that give mili
tary commanders clUcial data needed 
to act decisively. 

Since being deployed to Iraq at the 
outset of militaty operations there in 
early 2003, Shadow TUAS units have 
matured quickly in combat. 

According to the latest figures 

The Marine Corps began its transition 
to Shadow systems in July 2007 - the 
result of extensive cooperation with the 
U.S. Army to develop a joint procure
ment strategy based on the Army's 
mature and successful Shadow program. 

available, Shadows have flown nearly 
50,000 sorties and more than 220,000 
flight-homs in support of u.s. and 
allied operations. That's an average of 
more than 10,000 flight-homs per 
month, roughly equivalent to 14 air
craft operating simultaneously 2417. 

In total worldwide operations, 
Shadow 200 systems have exceeded 
60,000 sorties and more than 250,000 
flight hourso 

Overall, AAI has received a series 
of Atmy production awards for 88 
RQ-7B Shadow systems, bringing to 
352 the total number of air vehicles 
ordered thus far. Sixty-one systems 
have been delivered, and added deliv
eries extend through March 2010. 

Today, we achieve continuous ver
satility in om UAS product base 
through constant innovation and by 
working with customers to explore 

I emerging ne~ds. 
We're seemg results, such as the 

successful, ongoing uoansition of the 

DECEMBER 31,2007 



USAA means United Services Automobile Association and its affiliates. Calls will be answered by USAA Financial Advice Center, a service of USAA Financial Planning Services Insurance Agency, 
Inc. (known as USAA Financial Insurance Agency in California), a registered investment adviser and insurance agency, and its subsidiary USAA Financial Advisors, Inc., a registered broker dealer. 
© USAA 2007. All rights reserved. 1688:28501. 68371-1107 



McTurbine's new, 40,000 square-foot engine 
maintenance center opened in 2007. The new 
building is designed to provide a lean and 
effective process from induction and disas
sembly through test cell operation, final ser
vicing, and shipping. 

u.s. Marine Corps to Shadow RQ-7B 
tactical unmanned aircraft. In addi
tion, a next-generation UAS called 
the Micro Air Vehicle (MAV) is in 
development with prime contractor 
Honeywell to support the Army's 
Future Combat Systems. 

Extended Range/Multi-Purpose 
unmanned aircraft system progress 
continues with initial deliveries of our 
latest-generation ground .control sta
tion technologies. 

The One System is interoperable 
with every fielded AAI system, offer
ing unparalleled information accessi
bility. And our One System Remote 
Video Terminal has earned the highe'st 
a.cclaim we can receive - additional 
orders. More than 200 systems have 
already been delivered, with more 
orders forthcoming. 

Electronic Warfare Test Systems 
AAI has a considerable heritage of 

developing innovative flight line, 
depot and factOly-based electronic 
warfare test equipment for Army avi
ation requirements, including radio 
frequency products from AAI and 
electro-optical products from our ESL 
Defence subsidiary in the United 
Kingdom. 

One of our foremost test systems in 
service with Atmy aviation is the 
pOltable Joint Service Electronic 
Combat Systems Tester (JSECST), 
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which ensures Ill1SS10n readiness and 
reliability of electronic combat gear. It's 
the most advanced electronic end-to
end test technology ever fielded, able to 
quickly and accurately test and fault
isolate combat and avionics systems in 
today's advanced Army rotorcraft. 

Earlier this year AAI won a signif
icant contract to produce JSECST test 
program sets for end-to-end flight line 
testing of AN/ALQ-211 suite of inte
grated radio frequency countelmea
sures systems on special operations 
aviation regiment MH -4 7 Chinook 
helicopters, along with test set options 
for MH-60M Black Hawks. 

The Atmy also has procured ESL's 
state-of-the-art Enhanced Beacon 
Boost Module (EBBM), a high-pow
ered, laser-based stimulator for test 
and evaluation of missile approach 
warning and directional infrared 
countelmeasures systems. 

EBBM provides 20 times the out
put power through an apelture that's 
only a qumter of the size of its prede
cessor system. It stimulates airbome 
infrared systems greater than 10 kilo
meters in range using a variety of . 
threat scenarios and profiles resulting 
in confidence for pilots and aircrew. 

Atmy aviation also chose ESL's 
Baringa test sets for flight line confi
dence testing of AN/AAR-57 (V) 
common missile warning systems 
aboard special operations rotorcraft. 
More than 50 test sets have been 
delivered for various worldwide 
deployments. 

Advanced Boresight Equipment 
Another leading AAI test technolo

gy is our Advanced Boresight Equip
ment (ABE), providing weapon sys
tems accuracy compatible with any 
platfOlm in any environment. A multi
service system, ABE is the industly's 
leading overall provider of bore sight 
capabilities and is used on multiple 
At'my rotorcraft systems. 

ABE has long been the factOlY, 
depot and field alignt1?ent system for 
AH-64D Apache helicopters, and the 
Atmy recently purchased three addi
tional ABE systems for Apache 
RESET programs in the United States 
and Germany. 

The service also procured an ABE 
Apache depot boresight system for its . 
Corpus Christi Almy Depot in Texas. 

Earlier this year, ABE was selected 
for factOlY alignment of the next-gen
eration ARH-70A mmed reconnais-
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AAI has provided advanced aviation ground 
support equipment to the U.S. Army for 
more than 50 years - initially through sub
sidiary ACL Technologies Inc. and today 
through its Mississippi operations, resulting 
in a comprehensive product line to serve 
any application .. 

sance helicopter, putting the system in 
position for future field and depot 
alignment requirements. 

Addilional Aviation Test and 
Support Technologies 

AAI also has suppOlted Atmy avia
tion maintenance for more than five 
decades with advanced flight line and 
depot aviation ground SUppOlt equip
ment, including hydraulic, pneumatic 
and electrical test systems, and 
pOltable flight line SUppOlt equipment. 

Another AAI business arena that sup
polts Atmy aviation is our Symtx, Inc., 
subsidimy, wliich is paltnered with sev
eral plime contl'actors in designing and 
manufactwing a wireless link simulator 
that will be used in testing and develop
ing the Defense Department's joint tac
tical radio system. 

Maintenance, Repair and Overhaul 
We also support At'my aviation 

through our AAI Services segment 
and its wholly owned subsidiary 
McTurbine Inc., offering maintenance, 
repair,and overhaul (MRO) support. 

Services include component 
through platform overhaul, supply 
chain management, aviation depot 
support services, test equipment 
upgrades, and facility modifications, 

Other MRO services include orga
nization-to-depot, reliability-centered 
maintenance, emergency repairs, field 
and depot maintenance, preventative 
and corrective maintenance, and 
Atmy and other military helicopter 
engine overhaul. 
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Performance-Based lOgistics 
Further, AAI offers comprehen

sive support packages with award
winning performance-based logistics 
capabilities. These range from spare 
parts to repair-of-repairables, engi
neering services, help desk support, 
stockroom and warehousing, paper-

I 'based and interactive electronic 
technical manuals, field service rep
resentative on-site support, training, 
and logistics services. 

We utilize Almy reporting sys
tems to ensure total asset visibility 
and effective supply chain manage
ment to make certain that parts and 
service are de"Iivered where and 
when needed for critical warfighter 
missions. 

Working with Almy depot and 
industry partners, we provide pre
deployment and post-deployment 
services that ensure that equipment 
and personnel maintain a high state 
of readiness in demanding opera
tional tempo environments. 

Innovative Training Solutions 
This summaty of AAI's contribu

tions to Almy aviation wouldn't be 
complete without highlighting one 
of our most important services -
innovative training solutions. 

Experienced defense industry 
technical expetis employ modern, 
effective h'aining practices and tech
nologies to deliver critical skills 
training to combat system operators, 
maintainers and warfighters when 
and where needed. 

Our customer-focused training 
capabilities include such cUlTent-day 
requirements as new equipment 
training, brigade integration training, 
pre-set operations and deployment 
training, interactive multimedia 
instruction, training devices, system 
design and development, hands-on 
training, customer logistics support, 
and more. 

In addition to comprehensive ini
tial h'aining for new systems, we 
craft ongoing solutions that support 
program upgrades and updates, doc
umenting and analyzing training to 
ensure continuity, precision, and 
quality. 

Robert J. Peters is the vice president 
of Business Development with the 
AAI COlporation, Hunt Valley, Md. 
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" ' ., , 
• fI .. "" Army Aircraft do not service or repair 
.. .. ', themselves, aircraft maintainers do! 

flfI "" Whether it's night or day, hot or cold, 
.. ., ', rain or snow, the soldier-maintainer 

.., 1>1> services and returns aircraft to 
to.., ", mission-ready status. Don't they 
to"" deserve the best tools to do their job? 

" " ., I> • 

TOOls -the premier "Iooking tools." 
Meets or exceeds all US Government 

, strength standards. 
FOD Eliminating: no sockeVattachment 

" ' disconnects. 
" Each component from hand to work 

site positively locked together, yet 
easily unlocked with one hand. 
. Fits all existing sockets and attachments. 
Only a few tools needed to upgrade 
. existing tool kits to "fully locking" tool kits. 

_,~ __ .~ Proven to be safer, more productive, 
~ 'with reduced body stress and strain. 
~. Lifetime Warranty. 

___ 1~'" 1>' 

\, "" " Our Armv Aviation soldier-
., ",,', maintainers deserve the best 

= =:;=-=--==--=---tJ --=--..~ , Provide them with LINK Tools! 

TOV 
Rholnland 

Product Safety 

Durability 0 

o 
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LINK Tools International (USA), Inc. 
WWW.LlNK-TOOLS.COM 

2440 Lakeview Ave. Chicago, IL 60614 
773.549.3000 • FAX: 773.549.3164 
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Editor's note: Phantom AZL-J5, 
BellaBeam, Phantom Warrior and 
Phantom Hawk are trademarks and 
registered trademarks of Phantom 
Products, Inc., Rockledge, Fla. 

Your battlefield is constantly 
changing-methods that worked 
in remote jungles need to be mod

ified to work in urban deseli. Enemies 
that used to be clearly visible now 
blend in with the background . 

.. Missions that begin with one situa
tion quickly morph into a myriad of 

Team Phantom members carefully solder 
each component onto the specially designed 
circuit board. 

ARMY AVIATION 

rapidly changing scenarios. All of 
your gear - from your vehicles to 
clothing to weapons - needs to rise to 
the occasion. 

You may not have met them for
mally, but the McDelmott family has 
been pushing the boundaries of u.s. 
Militmy lighting since 1943. 

Phantom Products is headquartered 
in Rockledge, Fla., on the Space 
Coast. Additionally, it has manufac
turing facilities in Union Bridge, Md. 
and Queens, N.Y. 

The company's roots date back to 
1943 when Julian A. McDermott 
studied U.S. Naval effOlis to navigate 
mine laden waters around Japan dur
ing World War II. He smmised that if 
each ship deployed floating lights as it 
pressed fOlward, it would make a 
clear lane for subsequent ships, there
by reducing American casualties. 

From this beginning, and over 60 
years later, two of his children and 
two of his grandchildren are still in 
the business of creating equally vital 
lights for you today. 

While the genesis of this lighting 
dynasty began with lane markings for 
the Navy, the most significant recent 
advances have been made for lane or 
ground marking lighting for Almy 
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The Phantom AZL·15 circuit boards are 
carefully assembled and arranged on an 
anti·static layer as they await the addition of 
dark activated switches. 

aviation. The Phantom AZL-J5 began 
shipping to U.S. militmy units in 
2007. It is replacing old L-32 or 
"Bean Bag" lights for tactical and 
semi-pelmanent airfields. These out
dated systems use cumbersome or 
expensive batteries, are awkward to 
transpOli and deploy, and have dura
bility issues. 

The Phantom AZL-15 is the only 
solid state landing zone system that is 
approved for meeting the U.S. Air 
Force's white light output specifica
tion of 15 candelas. The fact that the 
Phantom AZL-15 accomplishes that in 
a tiny package makes it a rival for any 
other aviation lighting success. It also 
has many advanced features to meet a 
variety of mission requirements. 
• Compact at 0.6 pounds, measuring 
4x4x3-inches 
• Requires no bulb replacement
shock and vibration proof 
• Gives 7 to 10 mile visibility 
• Uses common AA size batteries 
• Has infrared, white, blue, green and 
red colors all on one unit 
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The compact BeliaBeam is a replacement for 
chemical lights, is visible for 3 to 5 miles, and 
runs on four AA batteries for 90 to 190 hours. 

The Phantom AZL·15 replaces 
the old "bean bag" lights, is 
manually or remotely control· 
lable from 5,000 feet and has 
infrared, white, blue, green and 
red color capability. 

• Has adjustable intensity for varying 
situations 
• is manually operated or remotely 
controllable from 5,000 feet 

Working closely with the aviation 
community has allowed Phantom to 
craft the ideal light for a variety of 
customers. And the Phantom AZL-15 
is still improving; the development of 
an aircraft controllable component 
was not in the original specifications 
for the system, but is a customer dri
ven requirement. Phantom anticipates 
this new capability will be available 
in early 2008. 

In 1999, Phantom Products offered 
the Bel/aBeam as a replacement for 
the chemical lights used on many mis
sions-including those for signaling 
helicopters. While chemical lights are 
a good disposable choice, they are not 
the best selection for drop zones, for
ward area refueling points, or for 
marking people or cargo being 
dropped into an area. 

This is where the BellaBeam lights 
shine. They are compact at 6.5x1.5-
inches and mn off of four AA batter
ies for 90 to 190 hours, and are visible 
3 to 5 miles away. Phantom Products 
initially sent several BellaBeam lights 
to the air observerlcontroller team at 
the Joint Readiness Training Center at 
Fort polk, La., and they used them to 
land their helicopters. 

Later, units at FOli Bragg, NC, put 
them on pick-up zones, and then land
ing zones for C-130s. These uses 
meant new mounting challenges in 
soil, rocks and cement, and oh vehicles 
and personnel. Ultimately, Phantom 
ended up with a range of mounting 
options for this simple light, including: 
ground stakes, metal plates, bean bags 
and .50 caliber link adapters. 
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The ability to directly tap into those 
aviators and crewmembers is critical 
as Phantom and the aviation commu
nity work as a team. Individual flash
light preferences are as varied as are 
individuals. There was a time when 
interviewing a Chinook crew about 
their flashlight requirements meant 
that every one wanted a different 
unit-the result being four or five dif
ferent flashlights per helicopter. 
Additionally, crews that relied upon 
the Phantom Warrior flashlight were 
still canying little squeeze lights. 

This illuminated two opportunities 
for Phantom - to make a mini-style 
light, and to make a new version of 
the Phantom Wan-ior to meet all crew 
requirements. For help in designing 
the mini light, Phantom visited 
Nightstalker Way at Fort Campbell, 
Ky. One of the supply sergeants 
expressed concem at the high cost of 
replenishing squeeze light batteries. 
He was aware that the Phantom 
Wan-ior flashlights he bought for his 
guys did not have the same insatiable 
appetite for batteries; then other 
Soldiers with the 160th Special 
Operations Aviation Regiment 
weighed in with the features they 
wanted in their ideal mini-light. 

Six years later, the Phantom Hawk 
has those same features requested by 
those operators years ago: durability, 
adjustable intensity with dual color 
capability, and uses standard AAA 
sized batteries. As was done with 
the BellaBeam, Phantom created a 
mounting system versatile enough for 
a helmet, wrist or vehicle and useful 
in a range of situations. 

Phantom later tumed its efforts 
toward re-inventing the Phantom 
Warrior flashlight. So many Army 
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The Phantom Hawk is an 
adjustable intensity light with 
red and white light capability. 

aviators were already carrying this 
flashlight that Product Manager for 
Air Wan-ior modified the pouch sys
tem to accommodate it. 

Aviators were already using the 
Phantom White with night vision 
green and infrared model, but also 
needed a velY bright pre- and post
flight inspection light. Phantom met 
the challenge. 

Recently, the Phantom Warrior 
Ultimate Aviation version was intro
duced with light options for pre-flight, 
in-flight and post-flight use - as well 
as for escape and evasion. It does not 
require bulb replacement and uses AA 
sized batteries. Aviators call it "the 
ultimate aviation light" since they do 
not have to carry anything else. 

Summary 
Phantom Products continues the 

McDermott family'S 60 year tradition 
of support for the Warfighter. As long
time corporate members of AAAA, ~ 

the Night Stalker Association, the 
National Guard Association, and the 
Association of the United States 
Army, we keep our customers at the 
forefront of what we do. 

We do not offer our lights in cata
logs, because we do not sell them 
where they may be used against U.S. 
forces. Our lights are for American 
interests only. This means we have to 
work harder to eam customers; but we 
think this is the right thing to do. 

You honor us with your service to 
the nation. It is our mission to make 
lights that help on today's battlefield 
with an eye on tomon-ow. 
------ .: .. :. ------

Victoria A. McDermott, JD., is the 
director of Militmy Sales with Phantom 
Products, Inc., Rockledge, Fla. 
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By Julie Briggs 

1f: Miltope computers, mass stor
age systems, and peripheral 
equipment figure into the opera

tion and maintenance of just about 
every Almy aviation system on the 
ground and in the air. 

These . lUgged computers and sys
tems are integral to aviation mission 
planning and execution as well as 
lending greater mobility and situa
tional awareness to enhance com
mand and control with real-time data. 

ARMY AVIATION 

On the ground, no maintenance 
officer, crew chief or mechanic could 
do his or her job without a "Miltope." 

VT Miltope's roots are firmly 
planted in meeting the extreme tem
perature and environmental condi
tions that militaIY aviation demands. 

When the exh'aordinaIY mobility 
and computing power of laptop com
puters emerged over a decade ago, 
VT Miltope was there - with technol
ogy and lUggedness needed to meet 
the infonnational demands the Almy 
requires under all environmental con-
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SPECIAL FOCUS 

INDUSTRY 
PARTNERS 

ditions and battlefield pressures. 
Today VT Miltope, a company of 

VT Systems, whose facilities are ISO 
9001 :2000 certified, delivers a broad 
range of computing technology to the 
American Soldier now and always 
with an eye toward the future of 
lUgged advanced technology. 

Individuallv Tested 
From its headquaIters in Hope Hull, 

Ala. and other U.S. locations, the 
company designs, produces, tests and 
delivers products that have been bat-
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,PERFORMANCE, EVEN WHEN TIRED. 

A Case for Rugged ... Imagine running over your laptop with a vehicle. Then 
imagine it being built to keep on working. The VT Miltope TSC-750M equipped 
with the MILBRITE ELG low-power 14.1 " direct-sunlight display is readable in low 
or very bright light. What's more, the fastest-yet 3D video thanks to its dedicated 
graphics processing-dramatically enhancing all aspects of the visual experience 
in every application making our TSC-750M the most versatile and compact 
:ugged-militarized laptop computer available today. The VT Miltope TSC-750M, 
'eaturing Intel" CentrinoN Mobile Technology equipped with up to 2 GB of RAM 
:an support the mission in any environment. With two intemal hot swappable 

OR-36 batteries you have unlimited autonomous operation. A truly rugged 
machine that's battle tested and approved. Visit www.miltope.com to view our 
HARD WEAR experience on the History Channel's Mail Call. It's Gunny approved! 



The TSC·750M 
laptop provides 

a variety of 
capabilities from 
aviation mission 

planning to 
maintenance 

management. 

The Armadillo tablet computer -
rugged performance in the active 
docking station or your hands. 

tle-proven during deployments with 
American troops in SUppOlt of Opera
tions Iraqi and Enduring Freedom. 

Among the reasons for high relia
bility - evelY VT Miltope facility 
contains in-house test capabilities 
including electromagnetic testing 
chambers, as well as complete tem
perature, shock, vibration and humid
ity test equipment. EvelY single prod
uct, not merely a few samples, is sub
mitted to environmental sh'ess screen
ing to make sure every unit is military 
rugged. Only then will VT Miltope 
place its products in the hands of 
Soldiers whose lives depend on tech
nology that works - every time. 

Mission·Oriented Technologv 
VT Miltope's rugged computing 

solutions play a key role in several 
Army aviation programs. 

For mission planning and rehearsal, 
VT Miltope provides the rugged lap
top computer for the aviation mission 
planning system. The AMPS program 
is comprised of the newest VT 
Miltope model TSC-750M 915 laptop 
computer system outfitted with a 
state-of-the-art graphics processor. 
Pilots use the AMPS to plan routes 
and communications. Once a mission 
is planned and approved, the infOlma
tion is loaded onto a data transfer car
tridge and loaded into the aircraft's 
system prior to flight. 

Enhancing situational awareness is 
the Blue Force Tracking-Aviation 
(BFT-Avn) program. Again, VT 
Miltope's TSC-750M rugged laptop 
allows aviation platforms to share a 
common operational picture with bat
tle command nodes and ground com
bat systems. 

BFT-Avn provides the aviation 
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unit's tactical operations center (TOC) 
location on the computer's telTain
map display along with the respective 
location of aircraft and ground vehi
cles to provide aviation commanders 
and staff personnel comprehensive sit
uational awareness of the operational 
environment in near real-time. 

Best of all, the portable TSC-750M 
computer does double duty in the 
BFT-Avn system mounted in the air
craft or in the ground-based TOC. 

For battlefield situational aware
ness, VT Miltope technology enables 
maneuver commanders to take the 
TOC airborne using the Army 
Aviation Command and Control 
System or A2C2S. 

WithA2C2S onboard the helicopter, 
for example, a brigade commander 
and staff have mobility and situational 
awareness of the battle space that is 
not possible from a distant fixed-base 
TOC or a battle-command vehicle that 
may be vulnerable to attack. The 
A2C2S uses VT Miltope technology 
as an on-board server. 

VT Miltope computers work just as 
hard on the flight line as they do in 
the air. The U.S. Almy Maintenance 
SUppOlt Device version 2, based on 
VT Miltope's TSC-750M militarized 
laptop computer, is a fourth-genera
tion test, measurement and diagnostic 
equipment system. 

It is used for all tactical mainte
nance requirements including aircraft, 
weapons systems, generators, mis
siles, and wheeled and tracked vehi
cles to verify the operational status of 
systems, to isolate faults, and as a 
software uploader and verifier to 
restore or provide new software to 
weapons systems. 

In addition to diagnosing mechani-
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cal and avionics systems, TSC-750M 
is used for the ordering of replace
ment and spare palts through the unit 
level logistics system for aviation or 
ULLS-A. 

Technology does not stand still. 
Neither does VT Miltope. The com
pany was there at the beginning of the 
evolution from paper to digits for mil
italY operations and will be there for 
the future. 

VT Miltope has just introduced 
Armadillo - a militaly-grade rugged, 
multi-mission tablet computer for 
vehicle-mounted and dismounted 
applications that has great promise for 
~my aviation. . 

The goal is to give the aviator and 
maintenance professionals the addi
tional pOliability, speed, and ease of 
stylus and touch screen data enhy and 
retrieval while working in and around 
the aircraft. A new rugged ethernet 
switch and airborne network server 
have also been developed for aviation 
applications. 

Summarv 
VT Miltope is committed to the U.S. 

Almy's evolving need to provide our 
fighting men and women with the most 
robust computing capabilities that 
work in the toughest tactical environ
ments - now and well into the future. 

With 30,000 TSC-750M comput
ing units deployed worldwide, plus 
peripheral equipment and new tech
nology under development, VT 
Miltope easily makes a solid case for 
its brand of "rugged" systems. 

------ .: .. :. ------

Julie Briggs is the senior director for 
Federal Programs with VT Miltope, 
Hope Hull, Ala. 
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Just a decade ago ... 

P F Cspanner Wrench graduated from advanced individ
ual training as an AH-64A Apache mechanic and 

was ready to put his skills to work. He reported to his first duty 
assignment at the 602nd Avn. Spt. Bn. in Korea to be a mem
ber of the AH-64A phase team, supporting the two assigned 
AH-64 battalions of the 2nd Inf. Div. Spanner was excited about 
working with the 19 other members of the phase team to keep 
the fleet flying. Although 48 aircraft were a lot to maintain, he 
knew as part of the phase team they could get the job done. 

A year later, Wrench left Korea feeling good about his con
tribution to the readiness of the aircraft and the role his team 
played in keeping the helicopters ready to "Fight Tonight!'! 

Now fast forward 10 years and SFC Wrench is on orders 
heading back to his old unit, the 602nd ASB in Korea. Only 
now, he is headed back as the platoon sergeant. He knew the 
unit, he knew the mission, he only needed to get started with 
his 19 Soldiers in the Apache phase team and he was ready to 
go. Wrench arrived at the hangar and was met by all 10 
Soldiers in his platoon. Wrench spoke to SSG Ralph Smith, the 
ranking NCO, "Where are the rest of the Soldiers in the pla
toon?" "SFC Wrench, we're it!" Smith replied. 

Wrench knew there must have been a mistake, since he 
was assigned to this very unit ten years ago, and the team 
was nearly twice as large. Wrench asked Smith whether the 
division had lost one of its AH-64 battalions due to transfor
mation. Smith said the division still had its two AH-64 battal
ions and that they also support additional AH-64 units that 
arrived in Korea for the various exercises during the year. 

"How is this possible?" Wrench asked, "Where have all the 
Soldiers gone?" 
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Where Have 
All The Maintenance I 

Soldiers Gone;» 
Understanding .,IRC 
By MAJ Paul Werner 

For Soldiers like SPC Clayton Drake here, a CH·47D mechanic with 
3rd Bn., 82nd Avn. Regt., 82nd Cbt. Avn. Bde., working on a Chinook 
Sept. 12 at Bagram Airfield in Afghanistan, logging his man·hours 
properly for work accomplished is important to the unit as well as 
the Aviation branch long term. 

So What Happened to the Soldiersil 
Although SFC Wrench is clearly a fictional character, 

the processes described above are riot. 
In the Unit Level Logistics System - Aviation 

(Enhanced), there are data ently fields for doing every sin
gle maintenance task on the aircraft. 

Lack of attention to detail when completing the ULLS
A(E) data entry has the long term effect of adjusting the 
Soldier authorizations in not just one unit, but all Almy 
units. 

The man-hours required for each task was vitally impor
tant, but nobody ever explained why. 

PFC Wrench did not fill in the proper number of man
hours required to complete each of the tasks perfOlmed in 
the course of a day, which directly influenced the "produc
tive man-hours per work unit." 

Wrench always left this field blank, because he did not 
think it was that impOliant. 

Not only that, but Wrench's other team membet·s were 
also logging all work in their ULLS-A(E) laptops with a 
similar value, which was ".1" hours for all tasks. 

This further drove down the average time to complete 
all tasks. 

In fact, a large part of the aviation maintenance com
munity had been doing the same thing - skipping out on 
accurate tracking of hours required to perform aircraft 
maintenance. 

What was the end result? 
SFC Wrench 's platoon was half the size that he expect

ed, ultimately leaming the lesson the hard way. 

Manpower Requirements Criteria 
The Almy documents how many Soldiers are needed for 

specific units by using a process called the Manpower 
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Requirements Criteria or MARC. All 
units are designed to provide the 
Army a specific capability. In the case 
of an aviation support company, it is 
the capability to maintain the assigned 
aircraft fleet. 

The organization is further subdi
vided into logical smaller elements 
(platoons, teams, etc.) to better facili-
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tate providing the capability through 
command and control. . The specific 
number of Soldiers assigned to each 
smaller element is largely a factor of 
MARC. MARC uses two categories 
to classify positions: Standard and 
Workloadable. 

In the case of standard, these are 
positions that are supervisOly and/or 
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Soldiers from the 1st Air Cav. Bde.'s downed 
aircraft recovery team prepare a Black Hawk 
helicopter, after a forced landing caused 
damage, for an April 5 recovery mission 
from southeast of Baghdad back to Camp 
Taji. Properly logging all maintenance relat
ed tasks in the ULLS-A(E) system is impor
tant for manpower requirements'criteria 
analysis. 

non-supervisOlY in which work is not 
readily measurable and may not be 
directly related to the man-hours 
worked. 

Workloadable positions are those 
that are directly related to the number 
of man-hours of Soldier effort. 
Additionally, workloadable hours are 
normally expressed using an equation 
in the accompanying chatt. 

Most of us are not math majors, so 
we can break this down into plain 
English and look at each aspect of this 
equation to fully understand what is 
going on. 

Productive Man·hours per Work Unit 
This one would seem to be straight

fOlward, but is not always the case. In 
aviation, we would expect to see how 
many man-hours it takes to keep one 
aircraft flyable. 
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WHERE: 

(A X B) = R 
C 

A = Productive Man·hours Required Per Work Unit 
B = Number Of Work Units 
C = Annual MOS Availability Factor 
R = Manpower Requirement 

In the case of a phase maintenance 
inspection, it would represent the total 
number of man-hours to complete a 
phase. In the case of unscheduled 
maintenance, it would represent the 
total time required to diagnose, fault 
isolate, and fix a specific mechanical 
breakdown. 

Productive man-hours per work unit 
was what PFC Wrench improperly 
affected with his entries in ULLS
A(E), causing a loss of real manpower. 

Number of Work Unils 
This categOlY reflects the broad 

measurable tasks that a support 
Soldier should do in the performance 
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of their duties. They include tons 
moved (transpOlier), documents han
dled (personnel), meals served 
(cook), etc. 

In the case of the aviation militmy 
occupational skill (MOS) specialties, 
we would look at services completed, 
phase maintenance inspections, com
ponent replacements, etc. 

Available Work Hours Per Soldier 
The Available Work Hours Per 

Soldier is also called the Annual MOS 
Availability Fact01~ This represents 
the time a Soldier has to do MOS 
duties in waliime. 

It is derived from a study of mili
tary units in Europe and was revised 
twice, with the latest revision in 1992. 
The factors range from 8.7 hours/day 
to 12 hours/day, and they are pub
lished in AR 71-32, Appendix C. 

Manpower Requiremenl 
This is the actual number of 

Soldiers we would ultimately expect 
to see on a given small unit team 
designed to perform a specific task, 
such as a phase team for AH-64s. This 
will translate into the personnel 
authorizations on your unit MTOE. 

Summary 
The Army Force Management 

Support Agency, the proponent for 
MARC analysis, will be tasked in the 
coming months with reviewing 
MARC data and will adjust manning 
levels based upon MARC analysis. 
This could potentially lead to a loss of 
personnel authorizations for improp
erly logged man-hours in ULLS
A(E). 

We want to ensure that we properly 
document all work and man-hours 
perfOlmed on our aircraft to ensure 
that we have the right number of 
Soldiers to do the job. We are so busy 
trying to get aircraft fixed and launch 
the fleet, we sometimes lose track of 
the small details . 

Don't let your Soldiers disappear 
and make sure you log all man-hours 
for evelY task performed .. . MARC it 
or lose it! 

------ .: .. :. ------

Promotable MAJ Paul Werner is an 
aviation readiness officer in the 
Aviation Division, Office of the 
Deputy Chief of Staff for Logistics 
(G4) , the Army Staff, Pentagon, 
Washington, D. C. 
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In May 2006, the president directed 
the National Guard to SUppOlt the 
Customs and Border Protection 

(CBP) service in securing the United 
States and Mexico border for two years. 

This mission would allow the CBP 
agency time to train additional federal 
law enforcement agents. Aptly named 
Operation Jump Start (OJS), the 
joint-interagency task force mission, 
among other things, included aug
menting existing CBP aviation assets 
with Almy National Guard OR-58 
and UH-60 helicopters in Al'izona, 
Califomia, New Mexico and Texas. 

Inilial Planning 
As commander of Task Force (TF) 

Raven, one of four task forces in 

ARMY AVIATION 

.. 

Al'izona, I immediately coordinated 
with the National Guard Bureau on 
sourcing this unique mission. The chal
lenges associated with the task became 
readily apparent. With 65 percent of 
Arizona's aviation personnel currently 
deployed, the bulk of the force would 
have to come fi-om other states. 

Mission analysis detelmined that 
the OR-58 helicopter was required to 
perfOlm day and night area reconnais
sance. Past experience supporting 
counter-dmg operations with the OH-
58 helicopter required a mission 
equipment package consisting of 
compatible radios, a fOlward-looking 
infrared (FUR) system, a high inten
sity searchlight, radar altimeter, high
skid landing gear and a moving map. 
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Above: A Border Patrol officer is helped to 
fasten his seat belt while the pilots strap in. 
OH-58 helicopters are useful for spotting 
undocumented aliens and drug smugglers 
trying to cross illegally into the United 
States from Mexico. 

Left: Currently 31 states are supporting the 
border patrol mission providing 450 person
nel and 32 aircraft. Green states are provid
ing people and Red states are providing 
both people and aircraft. 

The CBP operational plan also dic
tated the requirement for UH-60 heli
copters to conduct insertion and 
extraction of their special operations 
elements, search and rescue, casualty 
evacuation, and the movement of 
intemal and external supplies. 

Our biggest challenge in the begin
ning was providing immediate, des
perately needed, aviation SUppOlt to 
CBP while building up the task force. 

Initially, we had no battle staff, and ' 
all incoming aviators, crew chiefs and 
SUppOlt personnel were immediately 
immersed in supporting the mission 
operationally - they weren't planning 
or organizing, they were just operat
ing. Today TF Raven has a complete 
command staff, 148 authorized 
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The OH-58 helicopters have special mission equipment packages with radios compatible 
with law enforcement, a forward·looking infrared system, a searchlight, radar altimeter and 
high·skid landing gear. Here monitors and controls for the FUR are in both the front and 
rear cockpit areas. 

Guardsmen, and a projected comple
ment of 15 aircraft, with which to 
focus on the mission. 

Primary Mission and Objectives 
Due to the rugged telTain; the heli

copter is an excellent asset for its 
communications capability, sensors 
and mobility. The job of TF Raven is 
to provide aerial support to the 
ground-force commander, who in this 
case is the CBP. The primaty mission 
of TF Raven pilots is to help identify 
and prevent undocumented aliens or 
UDAs, including potential telTorists 
and telTorist-weapons, from entering 
the United States. 

This mission is not without risk as 
human trafficking and narcotics 
smugglers, and telTorists may be 
atmed. Generally more aggressive in 
their movement and operations, the 
smugglers will do anything they can 
to avoid capture. They use vehicles, 
horses, mules and their backs to trans
port illegal contraband, drugs and 
humans into the United States. 

Scouts for smugglers, located on 
high telTain, serve as lookouts for 
maneuvering elements on the ground. 
They create diversions, which force 
one group ofUDA into capture, there
by occupying CBP agents, while a 
second group moves along a different 
cOlTidor with their illegal contraband. 

In the minds of CBP ground agents, 
integration of helicopter support has 
become a key interdiction force-mul
tiplier, which for Almy aviators is 
simply fundamental doctrine for con
ducting area and zone reconnaissance. 
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Task Organization and logistics 
Split geographically with the OH-

58 aircraft operating out of Silver Bell 
Army Heliport in Marana, Al·iz., and 
the UH-60 aircraft based out of 
Phoenix, maintenance for the aircraft 
is provided by hybrid-maintenance 
teams. 

These teams consist of personnel 
from Army aviation suppOli facilities 
(AASF), including maintenance per
sonnel who have volunteered from 
other states, as well as civilian con
tract maintenance teams. 

The mission requires that aircraft 
and crews push forward to support the 
two sectors which are divided into 
nine different areas of responsibility 
along 389 miles of the Al'izona bor
der. When major maintenance is 
required, aircraft fly back to the sup-
pOliing AASF. . 

Five fuel sites are cUlTentiy estab
lished and operating in remote areas 
along the border with the purpose of 
maximizing "station-time" for CBP 
agents. Refueling personnel travel to 
these remote sites daily, conducting 
required recirculation and fuel testing. 

Continuous flight operations are 
maintained at both AASFs to suppOli 
around the clock operations. 

Operations 
Because the mISSIOn was not 

sourced with doctrinal formations
but instead on an individual volunteer 
basis-detailed standard operating 
procedures and an aviator's proce
dures guide were developed early in 
the mission. . 
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MAJ George Harris, an OH-58 Kiowa 
helicopter element commander, spots a 
concealed SUV left by drug smugglers along 
the border during a recon patrol. 

The area along the U.S. and Mexican border 
in Arizona is divided into 8 operational sec· 
tors. 

In addition, each aircraft was 
assigned a durational standardization 
instructor as well as a durational task 
force safety officer. 

Since the bulk of aircrews are rota
tional, averaging less than 90 days on 
mission, instructor pilots are kept 
extremely busy providing mission 
training. This constant rotation makes 

. standardization and safety a chal
lenge. However, through aU'crew dis
cipline and command presence, the 
risks have been mitigated to accept
able levels. 

Each week, a CBP air boss, in coor
dination with TF Raven, generates an 
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air tasking order (ATO) that results 
in prioritizing aviation assets. 

The ATO goes to MAJ Peny 
Jones, TF Raven operations officer, 
who coordinates directly with MAJ 
George Harris and CPT Joe Aldrich, 
the respective commanders of the 
OH-58 and UH-60 elements. 

The mission requires that crews 
be available 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week. 

The more difficult missions are 
flown at night in the OH-58 aircraft 
with special mission equipment 
packages. The FUR capability is 
critical to finding UDAs and narco
terrorism smugglers in the deselt 
night. 

A rotation from the Alaska Army 
Guard, sent to support OJS with 
FUR-equipped UH-60Ls, was able 
to SUppOlt night operations, but gen
erally the UH-60s fly day missions. 

The moving map is vital for situ
ational awareness, hazard avoid
ance and prevention of border 
incursions. 

The mountainous terrain, com
bined with low illumination, wind 
gusts, and occasional monsoons, 
has presented significant challenges 
to mission accomplishment and air
crew safety. However, these same 
conditions also provide outstanding 
training oppOltunities for aircrews, 
especially those deploying over
seas. 

Crew selection is a critical com
ponent of the safety program. 

"We take the time to train even 
very experienced crews before they 
go out on an operational mission," 
said Harris, who has more than 10 
years experience flying counter
drug operations in Arizona. "It takes 
several weeks, even for a highly 
qualified and current OH-58 pilot, 
to be ready to fly as a mission co
pilot. " 

Positive Results 
For the past year TF Raven has 

been busy flying mOl;e than 8,100 
hours, responding to over 1,900 
calls for assistance from CBP, and 
facilitating the apprehension of 
more than 9,400 UDAs. Addition
ally, TF Raven aircrews have aided 
in the confiscation of more than 
57,000 pounds of illegal drugs with 
an estimated street value of $45.6 
million. 

The ultimate objective of the 
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The Wulfsberg RT-5000 tactical radio has what it takes to 
communicate with any state, local, federal, or military responder. 
It's the only multi-band tactical radio with the interoperability you 
need to talk to every other responder for an effective, coordinated 
response. Powerful and versatile, the 
RT-5000 is a must-have for 
to day's helicopter operators 
who need to be prepared for 
anything. 
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The UH·60 Black Hawk aircraft are mostly 
used for daylight missions for insertion and 
extraction of Customs and Border Patrol 
special operations elements, search and 
rescue, casualty evacuation,· and internal and 
external supply movements. 
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mission is to secure the border. The 
Yuma Sector has experienced a 68 
percent decrease in UDA apprehen
sions this past year due to OJS engi
neering projects, enhy identification 
teams and TF Raven's aviation sup
port. Drive through traffic, which is 
characterized by UDAs and dmg 
smugglers using vehicles to illegally 
cross the border, has decreased by 53 
percent during the same period. 

Many UDAs crossing the Arizona 
des eli are woefully unprepared for the 
deadly summer heat. In 2006, there 
were 155 UDA deaths resulting from 
heat exposure. In 2007, UDA deaths 
decreased by 40 percent. Au"crews 
often come upon UDAs suffering the 
full effects of heat sh"oke and trans
pOl1 them to the nearest medical facil
ity, primarily with UH-60 helicopters. 

TF Raven aircrews have participat
ed in 42 life-saving events - a velY 
rewarding experience. 

End SIal8 
Many of the h"oops P3111Clpating 

with TF Raven have been deployed to 
b"aq or Afghanistan before coming to 
support missions. They don't focus on 
the adverse environment, such as 
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ramp temperatures which can reach 
130 degrees. They just put their heads 
down and get it done. 

Arizona's joint interagency pres
ence along the border over the past 
year is a testament to the National 
Guard's ability to perform multiple 
missions. Homeland defense is a criti
cal mission for the National Guard and 
lessons leamed during Operation Jump 
St311 will significantly aid in planning 
future contingency operations. 

Moreover, the experience gained 
working at the joint and interagency 
level has fostered professional rela
tionships, built over time, and based on 
respect and trust that will prove invalu
able for the next "call to duty." 

The National Guard remains for
ward-deployed and geographically 
dispersed always ready, always 
there! 
------ .: .. :. ------

COL Patrick J. McCarville is the 
commander of Task Force Raven, an 
aviation support element to the Army 

. National Guard border patrol mission 
in Arizona. CPT Kristine Munn and 
SGT Benjamin Cassel are with the 
Public Affairs Office for Operation 
Jump Start in Arizona. 
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Editor's note: The following article is one of a series 
of articles written by COL A. T. Ball about 25th Cbt. 
Avn. Bde. operations while deployed in supp0/1 of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. Contact the 25th CAB 
headquarters or public affairs office to obtain the 
series. 171is article was released August 15. 
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Alarge dark sedan races down a 
canal road in the Diyala River Valley 
of Iraq. Inside, the number 5 high 

value individual (HVI) in the province is 
traveling with five of his closest lieu
tenants, including a sniper team leader 
and a master bomb maker. They are 
studying a detailed map of a nearby Iraqi 
Security Force compound and preparing 
for their attack. 

All avenues into this part of Diyala are 
covered with deep buried improvised 
explosive devices and early warning net
works are ever watchful for approaching 
coalition patrols. 

Insurgents operate with impunity after 
dark. Suddenly, they hear the roar of two 
UH-60 Black Hawks bearing down on 
their car. Within seconds, the car is shak
ing from the rotor wash and the air is filled 
with thick dust. Bright white lights are shin
ing into the windshield. The helicopters 
are difficult if not impossible to clearly dis
tinguish in the dark moonless night. 

The sedan slows to a crawl and 
weaves in the road as the terrified insur
gent fighters begin to throw their hand 
and rocket propelled grenades and 
machine guns from the car in a fruitless 
effort to disguise their intent. 

The car, targeted by the lasers from a 
dozen weapons, slows to a stop. The 
enemy fighters are greeted by the voice 
of an interpreter yelling through a bull 
horn for them to step out of the car with 
their hands in the air. 

Through the settling haze they can 
now distinguish the silhouettes of an 
infantry platoon, ready to attack at the 
slightest provocation. They hear the 
menacing sound of the OH-58D Kiowa 
Warriors circling overhead - they are 
overwhelmed, shocked and confused. 

The HVI is the first one out of the car 
with his hands in the air. Having eluded 
an intense manhunt for more than two 
years, he drops to his knees. 

His eyes scan the front seat of the car, 
which still contains video tapes and doc
uments that reveal the composition and 
future plans for his entire network. 

HVI number 5 and his crew had been 
the object of a "Lightning Strike" opera
tion-a highly trained and uniquely config
ured small unit developed to seize the 
initiative from the enemy and attack at 
the time and place of our choosing, and 
named for its key role and rapid strike 
capability in Task Force Lightning of the 
25th Infantry Division. 
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A Lightning Strike UH·60 Black Hawk interdicts a suspicious vehicle, as viewed through the 
infrared camera of the Hunter unmanned aircraft, during a night operation to find insurgent 
fighters. 

An infantryman aboard a Black Hawk looks 
through his M4 rifle scope to provide over 
watch and rapid suppressive fire if needed 
for fellow Lightning Strike Package members 
conducting search operations on the ground. 

Anatomv of the lightning Strike 
Element 

The concept for Lightning Strike 
was to go beyond a traditional air 
reconnaissance force, capitalizing on 
new technologies and capabilities 
inherent in unmanned aviation. 

So the combat aviation brigade 
(CAB) built a team that maximized 
the capabilities of both manned and 
unmanned aviation systems, as well 
as the capabilities of a dedicated and 
specially trained ground force, in one 
package. 

It became readily apparent once 
employed in OIF, that the ability to 
move and secure an explosive ord
nance disposal (BOD) team around 
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the division area of operations (AO) 
to reduce caches and improvised 
explosive devices (IEDs) would be a 
tremendous combat multiplier, so this 
capability was also incorporated. 

The biggest challenge the team 
faces is maintaining robust and redun
dant communications across the vast 
division battle space to command and 
control (C2) the Lightning Strike 
package. Blue Force Tracker (BFT) 
text messages provided one means of 
communication but it is not ideal for 
dynamic situations. 

The solution comes from the 
Hunter unmanned aircraft systems 
(UAS), organic to the 25th CAB's 
UAS company, equipped with a com
munications relay package, rendering 
clear FM radio secure-voice commu
nications across the AO. 

Additionally, the Hunter gives 
Lightning Strike teams the ability to 
maintain constant surveillance on 
prospective targets without detection, 
and the ability to remotely designate 
for precision munitions from Army 
and joint platforms. 

Emplovment Options for lightning 
Strike Elements 

Once formed, the 25th CAB deter
mined there were three primary meth
ods of employment. 

The first method is in direct support 
of a brigade combat team. A second 
method of employment is as part of a 
division task force, organized with 
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Lightning Strike Package Soldiers rapidly 
exit from a UH·60 Black Hawk helicopter and 
close on a stopped vehicle with suspected 
combatants inside. LS packages are able to 
disrupt the enemy decision process through 
unpredictable methods of operation. 

other division enablers for a specific 
mission such as route clearance activ
ities. A third employment concept pro
vides an economy of force effOlt in an 
area where a continuous ground pres
ence is not possible or required. This 
is the most typical use of the 
Lightning Strike team in Multi
national Division North (MND-N). 

Although many areas of the Iraq 
battle space are truly non-contiguous, 
with large sections unpatrolled by 
coalition forces on a routine basis, the 
CAB needed a graphic control mea
sure to delineate our "layered maneu
ver" concept. 

Special operations forces routinely 
establish shOlt duration joint special 
operations areas (JSOA) to deconflict 
their operations with other coalition 
forces and establish C2 over an area 
for a specified period of time or a 
specified operation. When their oper
ation is complete, the JSOA collapses 
and responsibility for the AO reverts 
to the owning ground unit. 

We thought the same constmct 
would work for aviation units conduct
ing Lightning Strike operations for the 
division; hence the beginning of the 
combat aviation brigade operating area. 

CAB Operating Area 
The CABOA made sense for 

MND-N's fight in Iraq. The Lightning 
Strike team operates in a division 
economy of force role in areas where 
the division commander has chosen to I 

accept risk by pulling ground forces 
in order to mass in other portions of 
the division battle space. 
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UH-60 aircrews from the 2nd Bn., 25th Avn. Reg!., train with Soldiers from the 4th Bde., 2nd 
Cav. Div., members of the Lightning Strike package used in counter-roadside bomb emplace
ments and vehicle interdictions. 

By conducting vehicle interdic
tions, traffic control points, and small 
scale air assaults in a specified area, 
the Lightning Strike element presents 
the illusion of a much larger coali
tion presence. By establishing the 
CABOA, ground units are relieved of 
the responsibility for C2 of these 
operations, thus allowing them to 
focus on other core responsibilities. 

In order to effectively C2 the 
CABOA, a tactical command post 
(TAC) is co-located with the nearest 
ground unit. 

This facilitates rapid coordination 
and de confliction with any ongoing 
ground operations and ensures easy 
clearance of fires using existing 
mechanisms already in place for 
forces already in the CABOA. 

For the last nine months the 25th 
CAB conducted operations nightly in at 
least one of seven separate CABOAs 
based on MND-N directives. 

The Hunter UAS, scout weapons 
teams and the UH-60 Black Hawk 
team conduct reconnaissance sepa
rately to cover a larger area. 

Once any member of the team iden
tifies a potential target they notify the 
TAC and the elements of the team 
converge and initiate the Lightning 
Strike battle drill. 

The CAB's organic communications 
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capabilities, including communications 
relay with the Hunter UAS, coupled 
with well placed TACs, ensures seam
less command and control. 

Find, Fix, Finish, Exploit 
The Lightning Strike team is 

uniquely organized to find, fix, finish 
and exploit enemy forces for any 
items of intelligence value they may 
possess. Without ground forces, there 
is no way to exploit a site after an avi
ation engagement. 

In many cases, even with highly 
suspicious activity, aviation forces 
could not engage because of the limi
tations of the lUles of engagement. 

The team had one option - a kinet
ic strike. The Lightning Strike pack
age solves both of these problems. 

If the scout-weapon teams success
fully engage a vehicle full of IED 
emplacers caught in the act, the 
Lightning Strike ground team, spe
cially trained in sensitive site 
exploitation, insetis to inspect the site. 

If the enemy activity is simply sus
picious, the aircraft work as a team to 
stop the target in an appropriate area 
and then inserts the ground team. 

The ground element conducts tacti
cal questioning and searches the area 
for intelligence or contraband. 

If released, the Iraqis are sure to tell 
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An enemy weapons cache and suspected 
insurgent training site is destroyed with 
explosives north of Baghdad during a Jan. 
27, 2007 Lightning Strike operation. 

the story to evetyone they know con
tributing to the perception of a heavy 
coalition force presence in the area. 

The Road Ahead 
The Lightning Strike element oper

ating in a CABOA with aviation units 
in a maneuver role as a battle space 
owner is no longer just a novel idea. 
This is a combat tested and proven 
solution to tactical problems that face 
the 25th Inf. Div. in Iraq. 

As more units gain combat experi
ence with the tactics, techniques and 
procedures developed and refined by 
Lightning Strike and CABOA opera
tions, it is hoped that more aviation 
fOlmations will assume this maneuver 
role, so relevant to' the contemporary 
operating environment. 

------ .: .. :. ------

COL A. Thomas "A . T" Ball Jr. is the 
commander of the 25th Combat 
Aviation Brigade and was deployed to 
Contingency Operating Base Speicher 
in Tilerit, Iraq. He and his brigade 
returned to their home station in 
Hawaii in Octobe/: 
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Indiana 
ArmvGuard 
Pilots Prepare 
Emergencv . 
ResponderS 
By SPC William E. Henry 

"Come around here and get a good 
look at this. If fuel is spilling out of 
the aircraft, this is what you want to 
do to. stop it," said MAJ Kevan 
Crawley, a UH-60 pilot for the 38th 
Combat Aviation Brigade, while get
ting into the cockpit of his Black 
Hawk helicopter. 

As Crawley exhibited the aircraft at 
the North Vernon Municipal Airport 
in Indiana on October 2, a group of 
local firefighters and emergency 
responders gave their undivided 
attention to his every movement and 
explanation of the aircraft compo
nents critical to an emergency 
response situation. 

Crawley and co-pilot MAJ David 
G. Rader II went over detailed proce
dures for extraction, fire compression 
systems, and fuel shut-off points for 
the helicopter. 

Crawley, in coordination with the 
Almy National Guard Muscatatuck 
Urban Training Center's Fire Depalt
ment (MUTCFD), invited the firefight
ers from Jennings and Decatur coun
ties to learn about egress operations 
and procedures for downed aircraft. 

"The volume of aircraft in this area 
is increasing. We have around 3,000 
flights of rotmy winged aircraft in this 
area a year," Crawley said. "We want to 
have as many people as possible leam 
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Cr"wley explains where the 
engines are located on a Black 

Hawk helicopter to regional 
firefighters attending special 
training at the North Vernon 

Municipal Airport. 

at once because we don't have many 
chances to do this type of training." 

The training was a basic enhy level 
education on the Black Hawk heli
copter: "We're required to do quarter
ly training for emergency response 
personnel," Crawley said. 

According to Mike Stackhouse, a 
MUTCFD supervisor, his department 
is one of the few full-time emergency 
response departments in the state 
properly trained and equipped to han
dle a downed aircraft response. 

"We've been through a lot of h'ain
ing this year, working with other local 
fire departments, and FEMA's 
National Incident Management 
System," Stackhouse said. . 

Stackhouse said members of the 
MUTCFD have been trained at 
ChiCago's O'Hare International 
AirpOlt on an aircraft burn simulator 
for the proper fire spray techniques, 
eXh'action and evacuation procedures 
for damaged, downed and burning 
aircraft. Also, the MUTCFD has 
begun basic life support classes; 
members will be qualified paramedics 
by the end of the year. 

"MUTCFD is the only full-time 
fire department in the area having an 
agreement and understanding with 
other local volunteer fire depmtments 
for mutual aid in the event of a 
response," said Randolph Wilson, a 
MUTCFD firefighter. 

"It's an ongoing process. We've 
had to wait for things to get in place," 
said Dean Lucas, MUTCFD fire 
chief. "Additions to the fire depart
ment are in the works, new equipment 
has been ordered and more workers 
are coming on board." 

------ .: .. :. ------

SPC William E. Hem)' is a Public 
Affairs photojournalist 'with the 
Indiana National Guard Joint Force 
Headquarters, Indianapolis. 
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Father Joins 
Son To Fly 
Iraq Missions 
By SGT Brandon Little 

CW3Tim C. Kelly has been a 
pilot for almost 40 years, 

with two combat tours in Vietnam, 
and has flown with many other pilots. 

However, this deployment to Iraq 
with Task Force XII, led by the 12th 
Combat Aviation Brigade, has given 
him a once-in-a-lifetime oppOltunity 
- to fly with his son. 

"We've flown together on four mis
sions so far," said Kelly, a UH-60 
Black Hawk helicopter pilot with Co. 
B, 2nd Bn., 147th Avn. Regt. "He's 
doing a great job. He reminds me a lit
tle of myself when I was younger." 
His son, CW2 Benjamin C. Kelly, is 
also a pilot in Co . B, based at 
Logistical SUppOlt Area Anaconda 
near Balad. 

UH·60 Black Hawk pilots CW3 Tim Kelly, left, and son CW2 Ben Kelly, both National 
Guardsmen, pose after' their first flight together Sept. 25 in Iraq. 

"Having gone through so much 
training in flight school, I already 
lmew a lot but he did teach me a few 
tips to flying," said Ben Kelly. "I have 
a lot of respect for his experience." 

In addition to the Black Hawk, the 
senior Kelly's experiences include 
flying twin-rotor CH-47D Chinooks, 
OH-58D Kiowa Waniors, UH-1s or 
"Hueys," and even the C-12 Huron 
fixed wing aircraft. 

Sometimes a pilot's knowledge and 
experience can be the difference 
between life and death. "I know that 
he's my son, but in the cockpit we are 
both professional," Kelly said. "When 
I think about him sitting next to me, it 
feels a little different but I have to treat 
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him the same as I do any other pilot." 
Ben Kelly has not yet made it to the 

rating of pilot-in-command, so when 
they are together, it's father knows 
best. "One pilot has to operate the air
craft and the other has to operate the 
radio," Kelly said. "It works better 
when both pilots alternate these 
responsibilities." 

"My father had a big role in my deci
sion to become a pilot," Ben said. "When 
I was younger, he flew planes for a civil
ian company (in addition to militaly air
craft) and he let me fly with him." 

The fact that this father and son 
team deployed together was more 
than a coincidence. The older Kelly 
was a colonel in the Oregon Almy 
National Guard and when he learned 
his son's ARNG unit in Hawaii was 
scheduled to deploy to Iraq, he decid
ed he wanted to hop back in the cock
pit one last time. "I wanted to finish 
out my career the way it statted - as a 
pilot - not behind a desk," Kelly said. 

Since he had stalted his piloting 
career as a warrant officer, his state 
adjutant general allowed him to be 
transfened to his son's unit only if he 
took a reduction in rank. 

"I thought it would be cool to fly 
together and it would be an OppOltu
nity to spend time together," Ben said. 

"I thought one day this would be a 
good stOlY to tell my grandson," Kelly 
said. "I'd tell him about how his dad 
and I flew over Baghdad together." 

SGr Brandon Little is a photojournal
ist with the 12th Combat Aviation 
Brigade Public Affairs Office 
df!ployed to Ealad, Iraq. 
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Birth of the Army Aviation Branch 
April 12, 1983 
By MG (Ret.) Carl H. McNair, Jr. 

Editor's note: The following is the 
first of several articles by distin
guished retired Army officers leading 
up to the celebration of the Army 
Aviation Branch s 25th AnniversGl)i 
during the Association's 2008 
National Convention in Washington, 
D. C. Retired MG Carl McNai1; the 
first chief of the Aviation Branch, kicks 
off the series with this feature article. 

Since the earliest days of warfare, 
mobility has been a critical dis
criminator in armed conflict, 

beginning with the early foot Soldier 
to the cavalry and horse drawn 
artillelY, followed by wheeled and 
tracked vehicles. 

With the advent of flight, airplanes 
and helicopters freed the Soldier from 
the tyranny of terrain and permitted 
movement into the third dimension. 

Such freedom was undreamed of 
until Thaddeus Lowe, a civilian and 
chief aeronaut in the U.S. Army 
Balloon Corps, took his balloon aloft 
in Falls Church, Va., on July 21, 1862, 
to observe the Union Anny fleeing the 
first Battle of Bull Run, a few miles 
west of the city. 

Although the Balloon Corps was 
disbanded a year later due to logistical 
challenges - not unlike other modem 
weapons systems - the experience 
and reality remained in the lessons 
learned until 20th century technology 
proved aerial flight practical. 

In the decades since, our nation has 
experienced a myriad of conflicts sup
ported by flying forces. 

Across every spectrum of land 
combat - command, control and com
munications, intelligence and secUl'i
ty, maneuver, firepower, mobility and 

logistics - victories have been won, 
supplies moved, lives saved due to the 
flexibility of flight. 

A History of Superb Service 
Army aviation has been on that 

leading edge since 1942, but perhaps 
not in an optimized and integrated 
fashion because the hardware, organi
zation, doctrine and training require
ments were determined by other ele
ments. 

First, the Signal Corps in 1892, 
then the Field Artillery in 1942, then 
the TranspOliation Corps in 1952, and 
even other services, agencies and 
commands provided the leadership, 
determined the funding and technical 
acumen for the Army's aviation 
resources. 

But, they were certainly not 
ignored. In fact, field artillery L-4 
Cubs achieved prominence and 
recognition for being the "eyes and 
ears" on the battlefield with the 
"Grasshopper" fleet of World War II. 

In Korea, the lifesaving capabilities 
and mobility afforded by the heli
copter for all services became legend 
in our time. 

With the Howze Board* and air 
mobility testing of the air assault divi
sion in 1962-65, the Anny truly broke 
the friction of ealih, as hundreds of 
helicopters moved thousands of 
troops and tons of supplies up and 
down the Atlantic seaboard. 

The rest is history from Vietnam 
through the "Cold War," to the present 
day in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Evolving Warfare, New Requirements 
When the Army's Training and 

Doctrine Command (TRADOC) was 

formed and Airland Battle doctrine 
evolved in the mid-1970s, reorganiza
tion of Army units brought a new per
spective for fighting the close, deep 
and rear battles. 

Doctrinal and force structure analy
ses coupled with major personnel 
considerations led to a pivotal organi
zational decision, a precursor and 
major driver leading to the Aviation 
branch. 

An aviation brigade was made 
organic to each of the Anny's divi
sions. Heretofore aviation brigades 
were organic only in the air assault 
(air mobile) division with three sepa
rate aviation groups organic to the 
corps in Europe and Korea. 

Divisional brigades were a giant 
step providing multiple aviation bat
talions both attack and assault, within 
a colonel-level command comparable 
to the infantty and almor brigades and 
division artillery. 

Today's brigade commanders have 
never known it otherwise. 

Further, in some doctrinal scenar
ios, the aviation brigade could be 
employed as a fourth maneuver 
brigade headquarters with command 
and control of ground maneuver units 
in deep battle scenarios, rear area or 
flank security - again another first for 
an aviation unit. 

Division commanders welcomed 
the flexibility with another command 
and control element over the expan
sive area of operation envisioned in 
Airland Battle doctrine. 

A Need for a Proponent Branch 
As the doctrine, training, organiza

tion and equipment issues of Atmy avi
ation were fmiher subjected to the rig-

* In 1962, LTG Hamiltoll H. Howze chaired a study (known as the Howze Board) to develop and prove the concepts o/modern air mobility. 
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orous concept based requirement sys
tem process, significant deficiencies 
were detected, yet not within the 
purview of the aviation community. 

In fact, many fell outside the 
responsibilities of the Aviation ' 
Center at Fort Rucker, Ala., to other 
proponent schools for various mis
sions and organizations, the Infantry 
School for air mobility, the Armor 
School for anti-armor attack and air 
cavally, the Transportation School for 
maintenance, and the Intelligence 
School for electronic warfare intelli
gence. 

Thus, the Atmy aviation systems 
program review in March 1982 
focused on how to minimize or elimi
nate the known deficiencies. 

From this high level four-star 
effort, where each of four key panels 
was chaired by a senior general offi
cer, emerged many recommendations 
centering on the institutional base of 
Atmy aviation which was not fully 
the master of its own destiny. 

Aviation had been many things for 
many years - a "skill" like Ranger 
and airborne training, an additional 
militaty occupational specialty with a 
specialty code of "15" - but not a 
branch per se. 

The chairman of the 1982 review, 
GEN John Vessey, the Atmy's vice 

. chief of staff, directed GEN Glenn 
Otis, the TRADOC commanding gen
eral, to study the "branch" question. 

Thus came the TRADOC Review of 
Army Aviation or TROAA - the 
branch recommendation and the sub
sequent decision by .the Atmy Chief 
of Staff a year later. 

A Historic Decision 
Of significance, an earlier three and 

a half year study of the Officer 
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Personnel Management System in the 
seventies - conducted by MG George 
Putnam, then director ' of Military 
Personnel Policy - had all'eady recom
mended fOlming an Aviation Branch. 

While the recommendation was 
disapproved by then Chief of Staff 
GEN Bemard Rogers, he did approve 
aviation as an "entry specialty" with
in a combat arms affiliated "canier" 
branch, stressing that aviators " ... must 
be experts first in aviation." 

This was clearly a step fOlward and 
in the right direction - an accommo
dation, but not a solution. 

However, the early study had clear
ly "prepped the battlefield" for what 
would come later with the 1982 
Aviation Systems Program Review. 

On April · 12, 1983, four years 
almost to the day of GEN Rogers' 
decision on an entty specialty, Army 
Secretaty John O. Marsh approved 
the reconup.endation of Atmy Chief of 
Staff GEN Edward C. Meyer that 
Aviation become a basic branch of the 
Atmy; an idea 40 yeal:s in the making 
and whose time had finally come. 

And now, Aviation has reached 
yet another milestone, the Silver 
AnniversalY of the branch. 

We have all seen years of challenges 
and reCutTing deployments across the 
globe in many conflicts in Grenada, EI 
Salvador, Panama, Haiti and Somalia, 
to major operations as Desert Storm, 
Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom, 
with our continuing presence on many 
continents in peace keeping and 
humanitarian missions, fi:om tsunamis 
to tornados to hunicanes. 

The branch has proven second to 
none and taken its place proudly 
above and beside our brothers-in
alms of all other branches and ser
vices on the land, sea and in the air. 

53 

Celebrating a Milestone 
We recently celebrated the 50th 

Anniversary of AAAA during our 
2007 National Convention in Atlanta, 
the biggest and best ever. 

We're now preparing for our 2008 
National meeting in Washington, 
D.C., with a series of reflective arti
cles in this magazine providing the 
insights and perspectives of those 
who lived the histOlY of the branch 
decision and implementation. 

Two key members of the pivotal 
TROAA study that led to the 1984 
decision, retired aviators COL Frank 
Estes and MG Ben Hanison, will fol
low in the January and February 
issues detailing the actions as they 
lived them. 

The Marchi April issue will feature 
retired GEN E.C. Meyer, former 
Atmy Chief of Staff from 1979-83, 
reflecting on the staffing and dialogue 
leading to his decision. As you would 
suspect, it was not agreed to by all, 
painful to some, difficult for others, 
but one which histOlY bears out has 
strengthened our Almy as the premier 
fighting force on the planet. 

We look forward to COL Frank 
Estes as he picks up in JanualY with 
the straight story and unabridged 
account of the historical Army 
Aviation Branch study and its staffmg. 

Mark your calendars early for April 
6-9, 2008, as the AAAA National 
Convention returns to Washington, 
D.C. for the first time since 1984. 
------ .: .. :. -----
Retired MG Carl H McNair, JI", is the 
first Chief of the Army Aviation 
Branch, a past AAAA National 
President, an Army Aviation Hall of 
Fame membel; and the chairman of 
the planning committee for the 2008 
AAAA National Convention. 
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AAAA Spouses' Corner 

Taking Care of Wounded Warriors 
By Judy Konitzer 

I felt privileged to attend the 
Association of the United States 
Army's Military Family forums 

during their annual meeting in 
October, followed later that month by 
attendance at the Armed Forces 
Command's Retired General Officer 
Conference, for a series of velY infor
mative briefmgs and discussions. 

I came away with my head swim
ming with initiatives, and commit
ments from our senior leadership 
about taking care of Soldiers and their 
families. There was passion and 
excitement about the energy and 
financial commitment being expend
ed on numerous initiatives. Secretary 
of the Army Pete Geren said, "The 
strength of our Soldiers comes from 
the strength of their families." 

Together with Army Chief of Staff 
GEN George Casey, they have initiat
ed the Almy Family Covenant with 
one of the commitments being "pro
viding Soldiers and families a quality 
oflife that is commensurate with their 
service" and improving family readi
ness by "improving accessibility and 
quality of health care." . Within this 
framework Casey said, "Taking care 
of wounded Warriors is the most 
important thing we can do." 

Improving Soldier Care 
We are all too familiar with the rev

elations about the problems at Walter 
Reed Army Medical Center. BG 
Michael Tucker, newly appoint
ed WRAMC Deputy Commanding 
General, described Walter Reed as 
"the perfect stOlm" with a patient 
population of 8 million plus, and 
treating 6,600 service members (as of 
Aug. 31) from Operations Iraqi 
Freedom and Enduring Freedom, with 
2,330 with battle injuries. 

The hospital is the hub for medical 
care for a 21 state region plus the 
District of Columbia, and provides 
support for over 200 reserve units, 40 
Almy hospitals and clinics, and 25 
percent of the Army's patient load. At 
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Radio personality Kelly Galore (seventh from right in white shorts) led a 106 kilometer walk 
to taise awareness of and funds for the Wounded Warrior Project. Here she is joined by 
many Fort Rucker supporters and walkers Sept. 21. 

the same time it is undergoing Base 
Realignment and Closure Act 
(BRAC) requirements and has 
deployed 345 staff to OIF and 290 to 
OEF tmu the professional officer 
filler information system. Thankfully 
some storms are followed by rain
bows, and what we are seeing is a call 
to remedy the problems of a bureau
cracy that many wounded Soldiers 
and their families in the past have 
faced. 

President George Bush said, "We 
have a moral obligation to provide the 
best possible care and treatment to the 
men and women who have served our 
country. They deserve it, and they're 
going to get it." The President, 
Congress and the Secretary of 
Defense appointed an Independent 
Review Group, to study the care of 
our nation's war-wounded. The panel 
retumed with their findings and with 
bold recommendations, including the 
creation of a national cadre of case
workers and a complete overhaul of 
the military's disability system that 
compensates wounded Soldiers. 

The Army, through the Army 
Medical Action Plan initiated on Feb. 
21, has accomplished or is presently 
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addressing 24 of the 26 findings and 
is dedicated to working with the 
Defense Department and the Depart
ment of Veterans Affairs (VA) to 
implement the remainder. 

The Army has made significant 
improvements in infrastructure, lead
ership, and process where the Soldier 
is better supported by a caring and 
energized chain of command, a pri
mary care physician, and a registered 
nurse case manager. For updates visit 
www.a rmym edicine .army.mill 
amaplamap.html. 

Army Wounded Warrior Program 
Through the Army's Wounded 

Warrior Program (AW2), soldier 
management specialists are located at 
evelY major Almy installation and VA 
hospital with roles as career and edu
cation guides, benefits advisors, mili
tary transition specialists, local 
resource experts, family assistants 
and life coaches. 

The AW2 has also established part
nerships with veteran service organi
zations and non-profits like the 
Wounded Warrior Project (WWP) 
whereby assistance is provided to 
Soldiers and families in accessing 
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benefits that may not be available 
from the govemment. For more AW2 
information visit: https:llwww.aw2. 
army. mil. 

Wounded Warrior Project 
WWP Founder and Executive 

Director John Melia suffered bums 
and other injuries while riding in a 
Marine Corps helicopter that explod
ed and crashed in the seas off Somalia 
in 1992, which ultimately resulted in 
his medical retirement from active 
duty in 1995. 

Seven years later he, his wife and 
two daughters began the "backpack" 
program at WRAMC delivering 12 
backpacks filled with toiletries, cloth
ing items, CDs and other comfort 
items to wounded troops returning 
from Afghanistan. Melia remembered 
coming home injured with nothing 
but a hospital gown on his back and 
wanted to make a difference for oth
ers in this same plight. 

The program continues with recov
ering "wounded Soldiers carrying 
another Soldier" and personally deliv
ering more than 12,000 wounded war
rior packs to service members in rnil
italY and VA hospitals. 

Smaller versions are sent to Iraq 
and Afghanistan to provide immedi
ate comfort during a warrior's reloca
tion to a U.S . military trauma center. 

The wounded, many medically 
retired, understand the SUppOlt that is 
needed and have joined the ranks of 
the organization as veteran advocates. 

Together through a partnership 
with the Veterans of Foreign Wars, the 
WWP provides hospital counseling, 
peer mentoring, family assistance and 
claims filing. 

WWP has also partnered with 
Disabled Sports USA to form the 
Wounded Warrior Disabled Sports 
Project to provide a variety of oppor
tunities for service members and their 
families to experience everything life 
has to offer through SPOltS and recre
ation. 

Other projects and opportunities 
are available through www.wounded 
warriOlproject.org. 

Supporting WWP 
Alabama-based radio host Kelly 

Galore with WKMX's morning show 
"Squirrel and Kelly in the A.M." is a 
film believer and supporter of the 
WWP. Galore helped organize the 
three-day KMX Wounded Warrior 
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Walk Sept. 20-22 across 106 kilome
ters of the Wiregrass area, from 
Dothan to Enterprise, to Fort Rucker, 
to Ozark and back to Dothan. 

"As a militalY spouse of a retired 
CW3 Chinook pilot, I have listened to 
my husband's heartbreak as friends he 
went to flight school with died or suf
fered severe injury due to helicopters 
either crashing or being shot down," 
Galore said. "As a friend I have 
shared many tears with friends as they 
said good-bye to their husbands hop
ing and praying they could make it 
through the next 15 months. As a mil
italY dependent, I have had to wade 
through the stacks of confusing mili
tmy paperwork," she explained. 

"As a mother, my biggest fear is the 
loss or the severe injmy to my chil
dren," she said, "I can't imagine hav
ing to do that all alone in a city I've 
never been to without any help or sup
POlt. The Wounded Warrior Project is 
something that really makes a differ
ence; it is a physical, touchable, 
reachable hope to Soldiers and their 
families. I am doing this walk because 
I want to make a difference," she said. 

"I want more people to appreciate 
what it is like to be a militmy family 
member- the sacrifices we make, the 
pride that we feel, the struggles we 
endure all because our husband, wife, 
son, .daughter decided that they had a 
duty to serve our counhy. And when 
our Soldiers come home we have a 
duty to serve them," she said, "So this 
walk represents 'the long road ahead' 
the time it takes for them to come 
home, the time it takes to heal fi'om a 
severe wound, and the time it takes to 
make a difference." 

Among the many walkers, Galore 
was joined by Ululani Packett; JoAnn 
Golden, wife of promotable COL 
Walter M. Golden; and Teresa Dolan, 
wife of COL Terrance Dolan. "I want
ed to do my part to support the 
wounded warriors, and I feel that it's 
so important for wounded Soldiers 
when they come home to know they 
have our backing and SUppOlt. It is 
easy enough to write a check, but not 
as easy to get out and walk," said 
Packett, wife of MG Virgil L. Packett 
II. Packett's husband and dog, Jaeger, 
a miniature Schnauzer, accompanied 
her during the FOlt Rucker pOltion of 
the walk. 

"This is Ululani's initiative and it 
grew clearly out of concern for our 
wounded warriors and out of her rou-
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In step to support the Wounded Warrior 
Project walk Sept. 20 are (I to r): Ululani 
Packett, Jo Ann Golden and Sherri Senn, 
strolling down U.S. Highway 84 from Dothan 
to Enterprise, Ala. 

tine to SUppOlt the community," said 
Packett, commanding general of 
the U.S. Army Aviation Warfighting 
Center and FOlt Rucker. "The Wire
grass raised the flag for our warriors 
that we'll never forget them on this 
very significant national recognition 
day for POWs (prisoners of war) and 
MIAs (missing in action troops)." 

The walk raised $37,142 for the 
WWP, a non-profit organization 
which increases awareness and enlists 
the public's aid to assist the needs of 
severely injured men and women, to 
help severely injured service mem
bers to help each other, and to provide 
unique, direct programs and services 
to meet their needs. 

Summary 
More information about organiza

tions supporting wounded warriors 
can be found through America 
Supports You, the official DOD pro
gram which encourages and spot
lights what Americans are doing to 
support our troops. Visit 1<l'ww.americ
asupportsyou.mil. 

As always, AAAA stands tall to sup
POlt our Soldiers and their families . . 

------ .: .. :. ------

Judy Konitzer is a contributing editor 
and resides with her husband, retired 
BG Thomas Konitzer, AAAA s imme
diate past president, in Augusta, Ga. 
Questions and suggestions can be 
directed to judy@quad-a.org. 
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President: Mr. Robert Abascal 
C: (407) 381 -5311 x 102 
~------ ---~ 

BAE Systems Mobility and Protection 
Systems 
7822 South 46th Street 
Phoenix AZ 85044 
Occupant protection including cockpit, crew and 
troop seats; lightweight armor; occupant and 
retention restraints; and cockpit air bags. 

Vice President, Business Development -
Occupant Protection: 
Joe Shane 
C: (602) 643-7210 
FAX: (602) 643-7686 
joe.shane@baesystems.com 

Product Sales Manager - Rotary Wing: 
Jim Olofsson 
C: (602) 643-7380 
FAX: (602) 643-7686 
james.olofsson@baesystems.com 

-----------

Bell Helicopter Textron 
13901 Aviator Way 
Fort Worth TX 76177 
World class vertical lift solutions and provider of 
logistics and training support and services. 

Exec. Director, Army, Air Force, SOF 
Business Development: 
Michael Miller 
C: (817) 280-6248 
mjmiller@bellhelicoptertextron.com 

Army Business Development Manager: 
Stephen Eppinette 
C: (817) 280-4065 
seppinette@bellhelicopter.textron.com 

Bell Helicopter Textron, Inc. 
1500 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 275 
Huntsville AL 35806 
World class vertical lift solutions and provider of 
logistics and training support and services. 

Army Business Development Manager· 
Huntsville: 
Paul Elliott 
C: (256) 721 -8755 
pelliott@bellhelicopter.textron.com 

The Boeing Company 
P.O. Box 16858 
Philadelphia PA 19142 
Leading Manufacturer & Integrator of Military 
Rotorcraft. 

Vice President and General Manager, 
Boeing Rotorcraft Systems: 
Chuck Allen 
MS: P10-04 
C: (610) 591-5100 
FAX: (610) 591-2600 
charles.h .allen@boeing.com 
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Director, Boeing Chinook Programs: 
Jack Dougherty 
MS: P61-54 
C: (610) 591 -8621 
FAX: (610) 591-5188 
john.j.dougherty@boeing.com 

Director, Boeing Rotorcraft Business 
Development: 
Dave Palm 
MS: P10-17 
C: (610) 591 -1570 
FAX: (610) 591-2600 
david.c.palm@boeing.com 

The Boeing Company 
5000 East McDowell Road 
Mesa AZ 85215 
Leading manufacturer & integrator of military 
rotorcraft. 

Director, Boeing Army Rotorcraft Business 
Development: 
Mike Burke 
MS 510-A383 
C: (480) 891-9171 
FAX: (480) 891-9125 
mike.burke@boeing.com 

Vice President, Boeing Apache Programs: 
AIWinn 
MS 510-A380 
C: (480) 891-9001 
FAX: (480) 891-9170 
albert.l.winn@boeing.com 
----~--------- -----------~ 

Brackett Aircraft Co., Inc. 
7045 Flightline Drive 
Kingman AZ 86401 
Brackett Aircraft is a designer/manufacturer of 
helicopter ground handling wheels and towbars. 

President: Robert R. Brackett 
C: (928) 757-4005 
FAX: (928) 757-1948 
brackett@ctaz.com 

Vice President: Rex C. Sagely 
C: (928) 757-4005 
FAX: (928) 757-1948 
rsagely@citlink.net 

CAE 

--~-~------------~ 

4908 Tampa West Blvd .. 
Tampa FL 33634 
CAE offers a range of simulation, training and 
mission rehearsal systems. 

Director, Marketing: 
Richard Sheppard 
C: (407) 384-4538 
FAX: (813) 901 -6601 
richard.sheppard@cae.com 

Director, SOF Programs: 
David Graham 
C: (813) 887-1402 
david.graham@cae.com 
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Cessna Aircraft Company 
1 Cessna Blvd. 
Wichita KS 67215 
Business jets, turbo prop utility, and light piston 
aircraft 

Director, Government and 
Special Mission Sales: 
Patrick Sulfivan 
C: (316) 517-8151 
FAX: (316) 517-5658 
pnmisullivan@ 
cessna.textron.com 

CMC Electronics Esterline (Chicago) 
84 N. Dugan Road 
Sugar Grove IL 60554 
A leading provider of integrated cockpit tech
nologies and avionic solutions - equipment sys
tems: Nav/Comm control, FMS, tactical EFBs, 
EVS, SATCOM, GPS receivers and human fac
tors engineering. 

Marketing and Sales: 
Chuck Praeger 
C: (630) 466-4343 
FAX: (630) 466-4358 
charles.praeger@cmcelectronics.us 

Marketing and Sales: 
John Sparks 
C: (910) 398-1371 

CMC Electronics Esterline (Montreal) 
600 Dr. Frederik Philips Boulevard 
Montreal Quebec Canada H4M 2S9 
A leading provider of integrated cockpit tech
nologies and avionic solutions - equipment sys
tems: Nav/Comm Control, FMS, tactical EFBs, 
EVS, SATCOM, GPS receivers and human fac
tors engineering. 
C: (514) 748-3148 
FAX: (514) 748-3100 

CMC Electronics Esterline (Ottawa) 
415 Leggett Drive 
Ottawa, Ontario Canada K2K 2B2 
A leading provider of integrated cockpit tech
nologies and avionic solutions - equipment sys
tem: Nav/Comm control , FMS, tactical EFBs, 
EVS, SATCOM, GPS receivers and human fac
tors engineering. 
C: (613) 592-6500 
FAX: (613) 592-7427 

- - - - ---~-~---- --

(ibtkllECH MOBILE DATACOM 
.,"' CORPORATION 

Comtech Mobile Datacom Corporation 
20430 Century Boulevard 
Germantown MD 20874 
Secure satellite-enhanced mobile tracking, mes-
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Director. UAS Systems: 
John Thompson 
C: (978) 973-1859 
FAX: (256) 922-5713 
john.thompson@flir.com 

FreeFlight Systems 
3700 Interstate 35 South 
Waco TX 76706 
Leading supplier of TSOd and GPSIWMS/PPS 
navigation systems and radar altimeters. 

Vice President Business 
Development: 
Allen Edwards 
C: (254) 662-0000 
FAX: (254) 662-9450 
allen_edwards 
@freeflightsystems.com 

+ GENERAL ATtJMleS 
AERONAUTICAL SYSTEMS 

General Atomics Aeronautical Systems, Inc. 
16761 Via Del Campo Court 
San Diego CA 92127-1713 
Unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) and tactical 
reconnaissance radars manufacturer. 

Director, U.S. Army 
Programs, aircraft systems 
Group: Don Cattell 
C: (858) 455-3687 
FAX: (858) 525-5500 
don.cattell@uav.com 

Program Manager, Army 
Programs Reconnaissance 
Systems Group: 
PeterWujek 
C: (858) 964-6926 
FAX: (858) 964-6952 
peter.wujek@ga-asi .com 

~~-------- --~------------- --~-

Gentex Corporation 
P.O. Box 315 
Carbondale PA 18407 
Gentex is the world-leading manufacturer of 
flight helmets for military/civilian. 

Aviation Life Support 
Equipment Specialist: 
Gerald (Jerry) Johnson 
C: (334) 347-0612 
FAX: (334) 347-7884 
jerryjj@roadrunner.com 
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Product Manager Air Crew Helmets: 
Mark Jones 
C: (570) 282-8504 
FAX: (570) 282-8555 
mjones@gentexcorp.com 

Goodrich Corporation 
1550 South Valley Vista Drive 
Diamond Bar, CA 91765 
World leader in the design, development, manu
facture and support of helicopter rescue hoist 
and cargo aircraft winch systems. 

Rotorcraft Business Development Manager: 
Mike Bontell 
C: (951) 722-1820 
FAX: (909) 569-0386 
Michael.bontell@goodrich.com 

Goodrich Corporation 
1100 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 900 
Arlington VA 22209 
Fortune 500 Corporation - A global supplier of 
aircraft capabilities to the warfigher. 

Senior Vice President, 
Washington: Bill Lennox 
C: (703) 558-8267 
FAX: (703) 558-8261 
bill.lennox@goodrich.com 

Director, U.S. Army 
Programs: Bob Kenneally 
C: (703) 558-8238 
FAX: (703) 558-8261 
bob.kenneally@goodrich.com 

Goodrich Corporation 
Four Coliseum Centre 
2730 West Tyvola Road 
Charlotte NC 28217 
Fortune 500 Company, global supplier of sys
tems and services to aerospace, defense and 
homeland security markets. 

Director, U.S. Army Programs: 
Bob Kenneally 
C: (703) 558-8238 
FAX: (703) 558-8261 
bob.kenneally@goodrich.com 

Director, Programs Land & Airborne: 
Phillip J. Zeller III 
C: (203) 797-6363 
Phillip.zeller@goodrich.com 
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Goodrich Engine Control Systems NA 
1 Charter Oak Blvd., PO Box 330651 
West Hartford CT 06133-0651 
The world's leading independent engine control 
systems supplier. 

Director Military Programs: I 
Mr. Dennis S. Powelson 
C: (860) 523-2207 rt 
FAX: (860) 232-1873 
dennis.powelson@ 
goodrich.com 

HARVARD 
CUSTOM "''' .... UFAcnJRING 

Harvard Custom Manufacturing, Inc. 
600 Glen Avenue 
Salisbury MD 21804 
A "World Class" provider of a wide array of con- X 
tract manufacturing services for leading 
Defense and Commercial customers in the elec- I 
tronics industry. k 

's 
Vice President of Business Development: 
Stephen Burke 
C: (508) 668-8586 
FAX: (508) 668-9220 
sburke@harvardgrp.com 

Howeilinstrum-e-n-ts-, I-n-c.---~·-- I 
3479 W. Vickery Blvd. 
Fort Worth TX 76107 
Manufactures and supports technical advance
ments for aircraft instrumentation and test 
equipment for a diverse line of systems. 

Regional Manager: 
Brian Byrne 
C: (817) 336-7411 
FAX: (817) 336-7874 
bbyrne@howellinst.com 
.----------... -.. -~-
Inter-Coastal Electronics, Inc. 
5750 East McKellips Road 
Building 100 
Mesa AZ 85215-2740 

J-

ICE is a requirements oriented small business 
specializing in tactical training systems, test 
instrumentation, laser products, design engi-· 
neering, and production. 

Director, Domestic Business Development: r
AI Funderburk 
C: (480) 981-6898 
FAX: (480) 981-6899 
afunderburk@inter-coastal.net 
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Interface Displays & Controls, Inc. 
4630 North Avenue 
Oceanside CA 92056 
Interface is an ISO-certified, women-owned 
small business specializing in manufacturing of 
rugged controls, display devices, keyboards for 
military or commercial applications. 

Vice President, Sales and Marketing: 
Brent Barker 
C: (760) 945-0230 
FAX: (760) 945-0239 
info@interfacedisplays.com 

ITT 
6767 Old Madison Pike, Suite 160 
Huntsville AL 35806 
ITT supplies sophisticated defense solutions, 
including communications, sensing and surveil
'Iance, space and advanced engineering and 
integrated services, to government and com
mercial customers. 

Regional Director· Southeast: 
Errol Farr 
C: (256) 964-1418 
FAX: (256) 971-1575 
errol.farr@itt.com 

ITT Corporation 
1650 Tysons Boulevard, Suite 1700 
McLean VA 22102 
ITT supplies sophisticated defense solutions, 
including communications, sensing and surveil
lance, space and advanced engineering and 
integrated services, to government and com
mercial customers. 

Vice President, 
Government Relations: 
Ian Patterson 
C: (703) 790-6328 
FAX: (703) 790-6365 
ian. patterson@itt.com 

TT Electronic Systems, Electronic Warfare 
)ystems 
'7 River Road 
~Iifton NJ 07014 
:Iectronic warfare systems and services that 
)rotect strategic, tactical and special operations 
tircraft around the world. 

Jice President and Director, Business 
)evelopment: 
lohn Capeci 
~: (973) 284-2420 
:AX: (973) 284-4122 
Jhn.capeci@itt.com 
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Marketing Communications Manager: 
John Dench 
C: (973) 284-4543 
FAX: (973) 284-4122 
john.dench@itt.com 

communications 
Integrated Systems 

L·3 Communication Systems· West 
640 North 2200 West 
PO Box 16850 
Salt Lake City UT 84116-0850 
Leading supplier of wideband radio data links, 
tactical satellite communication terminals and 
wideband wireless networking control software. 

Vice President Strategic 
Initiatives: 
Albert T. Modrovsky 
C: (800) 874-8178 
FAX: (801) 594-3003 
albert.t.modrovsky 
@1-3com.com 

Director, Marketing Communications: 
Loyd E. Davis 
C: (801) 580-1309 
FAX: (801) 594-2908 
loyd.e.davis@I-3com.com 

L·3 Link Simulation & Training 
6820 Moquin Drive 
Huntsville AL 35806 
Providing world class flight simulators and train
ing services for the US Army. 

Director, Army Business 
Development: 
Doug Eller 
C: (256) 922-2880 
FAX: (256) 922-2879 
dreller@link.com 

Manager, Army Business 
Development: 
Bill Brown 
C: (817) 619-2765 
FAX: (817) 619-3777 
whbrown@link.com 

Lockheed Marlin Corporation 
101 E. Kennedy Blvd. , Suite 2410 
Tampa FL 33602 
Powered by innovation, guided by integrity, we 
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help our customers achieve their most challeng
ing goals. 

Director, Special Operations 
Programs: 
Mike Dickerson 
C: (813) 223-5998 
FAX: (813) 223-5979 
mike.dickerson@lmco.com 

Lockheed Marlin Missiles and Fire Control 
5600 Sand Lake Road 
Orlando FL 32819-8907 
R&D, manufacture and integration of advanced 
technology systems and products. 

Apache Fire Control 
Program Director: 
Robert T. Gunning Jr. 
MS 416 
C: (407) 356-3786 
FAX: (407) 356-4449 
robert.t.gunning.jr@lmco.com 

Apache Fire Control 
Domestic Business 
Development Manager: 
William A. Ryan Jr. 
MS 416 
C: (407) 356-0942 
FAX: (407) 761-0051 
william.a.ryan@lmco.com 

Lockheed Marlin Systems Integration· 
Owego 
1801 State Route 17C 
Owego NY 13827-3998 
Lockheed Martin is a provider of state of the art 
electronic warfare systems and products for 
today's warfighter needs. 

Senior Program Manager: 
Ronald Kaye 
MS 0124 
C: (607) 751-5344 
FAX: (607) 751-3727 
ronald.kaye@lmco.com 

Business Development Manager: 
Robert Fluck 
MS 0129 
C: (607) 751-3135 
FAX: (607) 751-3259 
rob.fluck@lmco.com 

Massif Mountain Gear Company, LLC 
415 Williamson Way 
Ashland OR 97520 
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Massif develops high performance fire-resistant 
fabrics and clothing designed to keep military 
personnel safe and comfortable. 

Chief Operational Officer: 
Chris Wasgatt 
C: (541) 488-0801 
FAX: (541) 488-0807 
chris@massif.com 

Mustang Survival, Inc. 
3870 Mustang Way 
Bellingham WA 98226 
Development of life support solutions and per
sona� flight equipment. 

Business Development: 
Brian Henley 
C: (931) 362-2627 
FAX: (931) 362-2628 
bhenley@ 
mustangsurvival.com 

Business Development: 
Steve Seybold 
C: (410) 263-3522 
FAX: (410) 280-3666 
sseybold@ 
mustangsurvival.com 

Northrop Grumman Electronic Systems 
PO Box 1693 
Baltimore MD 21203 
World leading provider of airborne electronics 
and precision weapons. 

Vice President, Land Forces: 
David A. Shrum 
MS 1680 
C: (410) 765-3328 
FAX: (410) 981-8333 
david.shrum@ngc.com 

--_._----------------------

Northrop Grumman Electronic Systems 
316 County Road 100 ' 
Headland AL 36345 
World leading provider of airborne electronics 
and precision weapons. 

Marketing Manager, 
USAAWC: Paul B. Cooke 
C: (334) 693-0624 
FAX: (410) 981-5905 
paul.cooke@ngc.com 
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Northrop Grumman Integrated Systems -
Unmanned Systems - Fire Scout 
PO Box 509066 
MS 100V/R3-1 
San Diego CA 92150-9066 
Northrop Grumman's Fire Scout Class IV UAV 
provides unprecedented situational awareness, 
precision targeting, communications relay and 
unmanned logistics. 

Program Director, Army 
FCS Fire Scout Class IV 
UAV: Joe Emerson 
C: (858) 618-7517 
Cell: (858) 442-3865 
FAX: (858) 618-3074 

.emerson@ngc.com 

Parker Hannifin 
Parker Aerospace 
14300 Alton Parkway 
Irvine CA 92618 
Parker is an OEM world leader in motion control 
technology. 

Director, Customer Support: 
Joe Ash 
C: (949) 809-8400 
FAX: (949) 809-8643 
jash@parker.com 

Randy Garrison 
C: (949) 809-8111 
FAX: (949) 809-8643 
rgarrison@parker.com 
---------------------- -----

Phantom Products, Inc. 
474 Barnes Boulevard 
Rockledge, Florida 32955 
Flashlights, NVG secure mini-lights, ground 
marking, map and LZ lighting. 

Director, Military Sales: 
Victoria McDermott 
888-533-4968 
FAX 888-533-5669 
vmcdermott@phantomlights.com 

~ 
~ AIRCRAFT CORP. ' 

)-( 
Piasecki Aircraft Corporation 
West Terminus of Second Street 
P.O. Box 360 
Essington PA 19029 
VTOL aircraft and UAV research, development 
and production. 
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Vice President, Contracts: 
John W. Piasecki 
C: (610) 521-5700 x103 
FAX: (610) 521-5935 
Piaseckijw@piasecki.com 

Vice President, Technology: 
Frederick W. Piasecki 
C: (610) 521-5700 x107 
FAX: (610) 521-5935 
piaseckUw@piasecki.com 

Pratt & Whitney 
400 Main Street 

-------------

East Hartford CT 06108 
Powering freedom with engines for military 
rotorcraft, UAS and F-35/JSF. 

General Manager, 
Small Military Engines: 
Kevin Farrell 
MS 182-04 
C: (860) 565-1398 
FAX: (860) 755-3758 
Kevin.farrell@pw.utc.com 

Director, Rotorcraft Engines Program Dev.: 
Louis Scipioni 
C: (256) 971-3310 
FAX: (860) 755-4740 
louis.scipioni@pw.utc.com 
------------------

Raytbeon 
Raytheon 
1010 Production Road 
Fort Wayne IN 46808 
Global leader in technology-driven solutions that 
provide integrated mission systems for the critical 
defense and non-defense needs of our customers. 

ARC·231 Program Manager: 
David R. Patton 
MS: A1-01 
C: (260) 429-6528 
FAX: (260) 429-5585 
David_R_Patton@Raytheon.com 

ARC·231 Applications Engineering Manager: 
John E. Detraz 
MS:A1-01 
C: (260) 429-4866 
FAX: (260) 429-5585 
John_E_Detraz@Raytheon.com 
------------------------ -

Ridgeline Technology 
303 Potrero Street, Suite 58 
Santa Cruz CA 95060 
Ridgeline Technology (small business, woman
owned & Hubzone cert) offers reliable and 
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mobile power, storage and other technology to 
support Army applications • logistics, combat 
medical , training, etc. 

Director, Sales and Marketing: 
Melissa Payton 
C: (703) 239·8575 or 1·888·660·8688 
FAX: (703) 239·8592 
melissa@ridgelinetechnology.net 

RMI Laser LLC 
106 Laser Drive, Bldg 2 
Lafayette CO 80026 
GSA approved Laser Markers are compact, 
high·speed solutions for tool marking, UID, bar· 
codes, serial numbers and alphanumerics. 

.Made in USA. 

Sales Manager: 
Ace Apodaca 
C: (303) 604-4842 
FAX: (303) 664·9090 
ace.apodaca@rmico.com 

Robertson Aviation, L.L.C 
800 West Carver Rd., Suite 101 
Tempe AZ 85284 
Robertson Aviation LLC of Tempe, AZ, is a world 
leader in the design, development, production 
and sustainment of safe and reliable crash·wor· 
thy range extension fuel systems. 

President and General 
Manager: 
Tom Harrison 
C: (480) 337·8800 
tom.harrison@ 
robertsonaviation.com 

Director of Programs: 
Chip Lunn 
C: (480) 337·8801 
chip.lunn@ 
robertsonaviation.com 

~ockwell Collins 
,00 Collins Road, NE 
:edar Rapids IA 52498 
~ockwell Collins provide the Common Avionics 
Irchitecture System (CMS) for the fleet of U.S. 
Irmy helicopters including the MH·47G, MH· 
JOM, CH·47F, UH·60M and ARH Aircraft. 

lirector, Army Systems Marketing: 
'!ichard (Rick) Flesner 
1S 182·116 
:: (319) 295·0986 
:AX: (319) 784·0052 
Nfiesne@rockwellcollins.com 
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Rolls-Royce 
Rolls-Royce Corporation, Defense North 
America 
2001 South Tibbs Avenue 
Indianapolis IN 46241 
A world·leading provider of current and future 
propulsion system solutions for the U.S. Army. 

Director, New Program Development: 
Barney Wick 
Speed Code U·24 
C: (317) 230·2134 
FAX: (317) 230·2665 
barney.k.wick@rolls·royce.com 

SCOTTY Tele-Transport Corporation of the 
Americas, Inc. 
7094 Peachtree Industrial Blvd., Suite 301 
Norcross GA 30071 
Aeronautical beyond line·of·sight video, surveil· 
lance and data communications. Custom engi· 
neering and integration. Fully compatible with all 
government encryption. 

Government Sales Manager: 
Gary Sharpe 
C: (770) 825-0574 
FAX: (770) 825-0589 
g.sharpe@scottygroup.com 

Seabird Aviation America, Inc. 
PO Box 25844 
Albuquerque NM 87125 
Manufactures and distributes the SB7L·360 
Seeker, a light aircraft designed for lOW-level 
observation and surveillance missions. . 

Gretchen S. Collins 
C: (505) 341·7285 
FAX: (505) 342·7380 
info@seabirdaviation.com 

Sikorsky Aircraft Corporation 
6900 Main Street 
Stratford CT 06615-9129 
A subsidiary of United Technologies Corporation; 
world leader in the design and manufacture of 
advanced military and commercial helicopters. 

President: 
Jeffrey Pi no 
MS S450A 
C: (203) 386-4488 
FAX: (860) 998-7445 
jpino@sikorsky.com 
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Spika Welding and Manufacturing 
2035 Curlew Road 
Moccasin MT 59462 
Montana based company setting the standard in 
design and manufacturing of specialized military 
and civilian aviation full protection maintenance 
platforms. 

Director of Marketing and Sales: 
Sheila Croff 
C: (406) 236·5323 
sheila@spikawelding.com 

Customer Relations Executive: 
Kevin Kepler 
C: (406) 366·1946 
FAX: (406) 423-5678 
k.kepler@spikawelding.com 

Symetrics Industries 
1615 W. Nasa Blvd. 
Melbourne FL 32901 
Symetrics Industries, AS9100/1S0: 9001·2000, 
designs, manufactures, tests and delivers elec· 
tronic assemblies, EW and Communication sys· 
tems to the DoD for decades. 

V.P. Engineering: 
Rick Snyder 
C: (321) 254·1500 x374 
FAX: (321) 259-4122 
rsnyder@symetrics.com 

Vice President Business 
Development: 
Chris Watt 
C: (321) 254·1500 x349 
FAX: (321) 259-4122 
cwatt@symetrics.com 

TEAC Aerospace Technologies 
1 Cupania Circle 
Monterey Park CA 91755 
Solid·State Digital Mission Data Recorders and 
Digital Debrief Stations 

Director of Business Development: 
AI McGowan 
C: (323) 837·271p 
FAX: (323) 837-2815 
amcgowan@teacaerospace.com 

Director of Army Programs: 
Larry Karjala 
C: (904) 471·6671 
FAX: (323) 837·2815 
Ikarjala@teacaerospace.com 

Telegenix 
1930 Olney Avenue 
Cherry Hill NJ 08034 
Manufactures voice communications switching 
systems (VCSS). 
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Vice President, Business 
Development: 
Mr. John D. Peebles 
C: (334) 333-0275 
FAX: (334) 793-6964 
jdpeebles@telegenix.com 

Transhield Inc. 
2932 Thorne Drive 
Elkhart IN 46514 
Transhield - The Shrinkable Fabric with VCI. 
Transhield is a unique alternative to packaging 
& protecting products from numerous elements 
during shipping & storage. 

Director, Government Sales: 
Bill Lowery 
C: (904) 221-2086 
FAX: (904) 221-8678 
loweryb@prodigy.net 

President: Jim Glick 
jimglick@transhield-usa.com 

_ __ • _________ oo_oooo __ _ 

VECTr Systems 
252 North Washington Street 
Falls Church VA 22046 
ISR Mission Systems including fully integrated 
flight management system, terrain and obstacle 
warning, moving maps, sensor control and 
flight displays. 

Vice President Strategic: 
CDR Randall Cohn USN Ret. 
C: (407) 928-1339 
FAX: (440) 860-2994 
rcohn@vectrsystems.com 

President, AD Butler & Associates: 
COL Skip Butler USA Ret. 
C: (703) 239-0781 
FAX: (703) 425-2272 
skip@adbassoc.com 

~m~ VT Miltope 
~m~ A company of VT Systems 

VT Miltope 
3800 Richardson Road, South 
Hope Hull AL 36043 
Design and manufacture of ruggedized comput
ers and peripherals. 

VT Miltope 
11 Hughes Road, Suite 202 
Madison AL 35758 
Design and manufacture of ruggedized comput
ers and peripherals. -

Director Southeast Sales: 
Sandy Morris 
C: (256) 772-9940 
FAX: (256) 464-8724 
smorris@miltope.com 

ARMY AVIATION 

VT Miltope 
411 Abbott Farms Lane 
Hudson NH 03051 
Design and manufacture of ruggedized comput
ers and peripherals. 

Senior Director, Federal Programs: 
Julie Briggs 
C: (603) 881-7990 
julie.briggs@miltope.com 

WestWind Technologies, Inc. 
2901 Wall Triana Highway 
Huntsville AL 35824 
Systems Integrations through Engineering 
Fabrication, Modification, Kitting, Maintenance 
and Support, and Simulators. 

President: 
LTG Dan Petrosky, Ret. 
C: (256) 774-8444 
FAX: (256) 774-8522 

Vice President of Business Development: 
Conway Ellers 
C: (256) 774-7099 
FAX: (256) 774-8522 
conway.ellers@westwindcorp.com 

MAINTENANCE & 
PRODUCT OVERHAUL 

CMR Ltda. 
Nueva Zona De Aviacion General, Hangar 19 
Aeropuerto EI Dorado 
Bogota, Columbia, South America 
Maintenance and Repair Center for American 
and Russian Aircraft. 

Chief Executive Officer: 
Carlos Martin Uribe 
571 5462414 
5714148658 
gerenciageneral@cmr.com.co 

COMPOSITE TECHNOLOGY 

ell :=::- -
Composite Technology, Inc. 
1001 Avenue R 
Grand Prairie TX 75050 
Leader in repair of helicopter rotor blades and 
composite structures. 

President: Dave Horton 
C: (972) 606-4400 
FAX: (972) 606-4418 
dhorton@rotorblades.com 

General Manager: Renee Wilson 
C: (972) 606-4400 
FAX: (972) 606-4418 
rwilson@rotorblades.com 
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Defense Support Services LLC - DS2 
4100 International Plaza, Suite 270 
Fort Worth TX 76109 
Field Teams, Aviation/Ground Maintenance, 
Repair, Overhaul 

Vice President, Field 
Operations: 
John Donahue 
C: (817) 528-5924 
FAX: (817) 377-8122 
John.Donahue@DS2.com 

Senior Manager, Army 
Programs: 
Dick Mullen 
C: (866) 372-2387 
FAX: (817) 377-8122 
Richard.Mullen@DS2.com 

Fenn Technologies, A Business Unit of SPX 
Corporation 
300 Fenn Road 
Newington CT 06111 
Overhaul and repair of Apache and Chinook crit
ical safety items; specializing in rotorhead and 
control components. 

Vice President, Sales, Marketing and 
Business Development: 
Matthew Gawlak 
C: (860) 594-4369 
FAX: (860) 667-2103 
matthew.gawlak@fenn.spx.com 
__ 00- _000000 ___ _ 

L-3 Communications, Integrated Systems 
10001 Jack Finney Blvd. 
Greenville TX 75402 
Premier systems integrator. Internationally rec
ognized provider of aircraft maintenance and 
modifications. C31SR Leader. Prime contractor 
C27 J JCA Program. 

Senior Vice President, 
Business Development: 
Alison Hartley 
CBN 028 
C: (903) 457-5593 
FAX: (903) 457-6702 
alison.hartley@L-3.com.com 

Senior Manager, Army Business 
Development: Randy Cockran 
C: (256) 895-3993 
FAX: (256) 895-3997 
Randall.f.cockran@L-3com.com 

L-3 Vertex Aerospace Group 
555 Industrial Drive South 
Madison MS 39110 
Aircraft maintenance and supply chain manage
ment; contractor logistics support, COMBS, 
contract field services, depot, training - CONUS 
and worldwide. 
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President: 
John E. (Ed) Boyington Jr. 
C: (601) 607-6213 
FAX: (601) 607-6534 

Business Development: Bobby Floyd 
C: (601) 607-6221 
FAX: (601) 607-6532 

Vice PresidentNertex 
Contract Field Services: 
Dave Carothers 
C: (800) 788-8101 
FAX: (405) 732-0809 

Business DevelopmentNertex Contract Field 
Services: 
Paul Tanguay 
C: (800) 788-8101 
FAX: (405) 732-0809 

General Manager, Army 
Fleet Support (Fort Rucker): 
John L. Hamlin 
C: (334) 598-0400 
FAX: (334) 598-0430 

Sr. Program Manager Vertex C-27 J: 
Brian Anderson 
C: (601) 607-6235 
FAX: (601) 605-2443 

McTurbine Inc. 
A Subsidiary of AAI Services Corporation 
401 Junior Beck Drive 
Corpus Christi TX 78405-4411 
McTurbine Inc. is a Goodrich and Honeywell 
authorized service center specializing in heli
copter turbine engine maintenance, repair, and 
overhaul. 

Director of Business 
Development: 
John W. Lowe Jr. 
C: (361) 851-1290 
FAX: (361) 851-9322 
John.lowe@mcturbine.com 

MTC Technologies, Inc. 
4032 Linden Avenue 
Dayton OH 45432 
MTC Technologies, Inc. (Nasdaq: MTCT) is a 
provider of aircraft modernization and sustain
ment, and professional administrative and man
agement support to the Department of Defense. 
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Senior Vice President and 
Director, Aerospace 
Integration Division: 
Bob Shuey 
C: (850) 581-8030 
FAX: (850) 581-8097 
bob.shuey@ 
mtctechnologies.com 

Senior Director - Business Development, Air 
Forces Group: 
Ray Wallace 
C: (432) 836-3460 
FAX: (432) 884-2550 
ray. wallace@mtctechnologies.com 

Westar Aerospace and Defense Group, Inc. 
36 Research Park Court 
St. Charles MO 63304 
Enterprise life-cycle solutions provider; high
value systems engineering; software solutions; 
automated logistics management systems; IT 
technical support services. 

Executive Vice President, 
Business Development: 
Jim Williford 
C: (703) 416-8211 x 288 
410-507-3006 (cell) 
williford@westar.com 

Vice President, Business 
Development: 
Rod Bissell 
C: (256) 922-6801 
256-783-2998 (cell) 
bissell@westar.com 

._--- .. _-_._ .... __ ..... _._-

Yulista Aviation 
225A Bolling Road 
Meridanville AL 35759 
Yulista Aviation performs aircraft modifications and 
maintenance on Army rotary and fixed wing aircraft 
supporting the prototype integration facility. 

Program Manager: 
Charles Reading 
C: (256) 829-3447 
FAX: (256) 829-3465 
charles.reading@ymas-hsv.com 

CONSULTANT 
SPECIAL SERVICES 

AAR Brown International 
2103 West Ferry Way S.w. 
Huntsville AL 35801 
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AAR Brown International delivers mobile and 
fixed solutions for C41, ATC, TOCs, and other 
applications, and provides vehicie/ReseUrefur
bishment services. 

General Manager: 
Terry Beane 
C: (256) 705-1100 
FAX: (256) 705-1299 
tbeane@aarcorp.com 

... --
AEROTEK" 

Aerotek 
7301 Parkway Drive 
Hanover MD 21076 
Aerotek is a leading provider of technical and 
professional staffing services in support of mili
tary aviation programs. 

Director, Program Operations: 
Mike McLaughlin 
C: (805) 564-1696 
FAX: (410) 694-5048 
mmclaughlin@aerotek.com 

Regional Contracts Manager - Aviation: 
Matt Kruger 
C: (602) 567-1973 
FAX: (520) 203-0215 
mkruger@aerotek.com 

ARINC Engineering Services, LLC 
7067 Old Madison Pike, Suite 105 
Huntsville AL 35806 
Systems integration and engineering support for 
aviation. 

Aircraft Integration 
Manager: 
Gary Marineau 
MS:HUN 
C: (256) 922-1022 
FAX: (256) 922-1028 
gmarineau@arinc.com 

Aviation & Missile Solutions, LLC 
PO Box 5586 
Huntsville AL 35814 
Small business prime contractor for AMCOM 
express technical domain. 

President: Paul Dvorsky 
C: (256) 713-5901 
FAX: (256) 971-0882 
paul .dvorsky@avnmslsolutions.com 

Director of Contracts: Joey Strachan 
C: (256) 713-5902 
FAX: (256) 971-0882 
joey.strachan@avnmslsolutions.com 
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Avion. Inc. 
7067 Old Madison Pike, Suite 170 
Huntsville AL 35806 
AVOSB with specialized engineering logistics 
software development and technical support. 

Director of Business Development: 
Steve T. Cope 
C: (256) 721-7006 x7176 
FAX: (256) 721-7007 
steve.cope@avioninc.com 
------------ -----

Bonham Technologies, Inc. 
620 Discovery Drive 
Bldg. 2, Suite 325 
Huntsville AL 35806 
BTl provides quality technical, programmatic and 
logistical support services for combat weapon 
systems and associated support equipment. 

President: 
Louis A. Bonham 
C: (256) 864-2340 x107 
FAX: (256) 864-2344 
bonham@bti-hsv.com 

Burdeshaw Associates, Ltd. 
4701 Sangamore Road 
Bethesda MD 20816-2500 
BAL is a unique consulting firm with an Associate 
pool of unparalleled expertise drawn from the 
senior-most levels of government and industry. 

Senior Vice President, Business 
Development: Mike Stacy 
C: (301) 229-5800 
FAX: (301) 229-5045 
jstacy@burdeshaw.com 

Camber Corporation 
977 Explorer Boulevard, N.W. 
Huntsville AL 35806-2807 
Provides acquisition, engineering, logistics, 
M&S & technical support services. 

Director of Business 
Development: 
Greg Oelberg 
C: (256) 922-3710 
FAX: (256) 922-3777 
goelberg@camber.com 

Vice President & Division 
Manager: 
John Johnson 
C: (256) 922-3704 
FAX: (256) 922-3777 
jjohnson@camber.com 
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Computer Sciences Corporation 
4090 South Memorial Parkway 
Huntsville, AL 35802 
Aviation acquisition, technical management 
systems engineering and integration. 

Vice President 
Southeast Region: 
Jody Maxwell 
MS 4327 
C: (256) 865-7573 
FAX: (256) 650-2240 
jmaxwell@csc.com 

Dayton T. Brown, Inc. 
1195 Church Street 
Bohemia NY 11716 
DTB is an A2LAlNAVLAP certified independent 
testing lab, supporting the Aviation industry by 
testing to MIL-STD-810, MIL-STD-461, MIL
STD-704, MIL-STD-1757, etc. 

Director, Bids and Proposals: 
Steve Benza 
C: (631) 244-6240 
FAX: (631) 589-3648 
sbenza@dtbtest.com 

Vice President, Business Development: 
Ken Trelewicz 
C: (631) 244-6238 
FAX: (631) 589-3648 
ktrelewicz@dtbtest.com 

Dynetics 
The Power of Solutions'· 

Dynetics, Inc. 
P.O. Box 5500 
Huntsville AL 35814 
Weapon systems R&D; systems and payload 
integration; modeling and simulation; threat 
analysis, test and evaluation; instrumentation; 
electronic and mechanical prototyping; aircraft 
survivability. 

Director, Business Development: 
Ray Baker 
C: (256) 964-4778 
FAX: (256) 964-4031 
ray.baker@dynetics.com 

Aviation Programs: 
Ron Buffkin 
C: (256) 964-4487 
FAX: (256) 964-4031 
ron.buffkin@dynetics.com 
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Intergraph Corporation 
170 Graphics Drive 
Madison AL 35758 
Intergraph, the leading global provider of spatial 
information management software, enables 
organizations and governments to make better, 
faster operational decisions. 

Huntsville Site Manager, DoD Programs: 
.COL Tom Young, Ret. 
MS 1501 
C: (256) 730-1897 
FAX: (256) 730-6816 
thomas. young@ 
intergraph.com 

Account Executive: 
CW5 Keith Freitag, Ret. 
C: (256) 730-1042 
Cell: (256) 724-0175 
FAX: (256) 730-6816 
keith.frietag@intergraph.com 

- ------------_ .. _ ----

Intuitive Research and Technology 
Corporation 
5030 Bradford Drive NW 
Building 2-Suite 205 
Huntsville AL 35805 
Intuitive provides a myriad of professional 
engineering and analytical services. 

President: 
Harold R. Brewer 
C: (256) 922-9300 
FAX: (256) 922-1122 
Harold.brewer@irtc-hq.com 

Director of Marketing: Tonya Maurice 
C: (256) 922-9300 
FAX: (256) 922-1122 
Tonya.maurice@irtc-hq.com 

J2 Engineering Inc. 
1634 S. Research Loop, Suite 170 
Tucson AZ 85710 
J2 Engineering offers design, consulting , analy
sis, reports and DER services. 

Vice President of Operations: 
Jackie Gordon 
C: (520) 546-4723 
FAX: (520) 546-6462 
jackiegordon@ 
j2engineering.net 

Navigator Development Group Inc. 
116 S. Main Street, Suite 214 
Enterprise AL 36330 
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Global integrator, defense and industry consult
ing, process improvement, modeling and simula
tion, staff augmentation, IT and 3-D technology. 

Chairman of the Board/ 
Co-Founder: 
Albert L. Patterson III 
C: (334) 347-7612 
FAX: (334) 347-2582 
apatterson@ndgi.com 

Chief Executive Officer/Co-Founder: 
Keith E. Gay 
C: (334) 347-7612 
FAX: (334) 347-2582 
kgay@ndgi.com 

Science Applications International 
Corporation (SAl C) 
6723 Odyssey Drive 
Huntsville AL 35806 
Systems and software engineering supporting 
Army Aviation and missile system programs. 
Modeling and simulation for aviation and missile 
programs. 

Director of Aviation: 
Michael N. Thome 
MS 21 
C: (256) 971-6474 
FAX: (256) 971-7314 
michael.n.thome@saic.com 

Division Manager, Aviation Systems & 
Operations: 
Melvin McLemore 
MS 21 
C: (256) 971-6535 
FAX: (256) 971-7314 
melvin.j.mclemore@saic.com 

Southwest Research Institute (SwRI) 
700 Boulevard South, Suite 501 
Huntsville AL 35802 
SwRI is an independent non-profit full service 
engineering R&D firm. 

Huntsville Office Manager R&D: 
_aura Bequette 
~: (256) 883-7974 
:AX: (256) 883-7747 
_bequette@swri.org 

~ssistant Director-R&D: 
rim Fey 
~ : (210) 522-3253 
=AX: (210) 522-3042 
rim.fey@swri.org 

>ystem Studies & Simulation, Inc. (S3) 
;15 Discovery Drive 
iuntsville AL 35806 
;3 - strategic planning, acquisition and opera
'onal support. 

!\.RMY AVIATION 

Vice President, Aviation 
Operations: 
Rem MacNealy 
C: (256) 539-1700 
FAX: (256) 539-8015 
rem.macnealy@s3inc.com 

System Studies and Simulation, Inc. (S3) 
1225 Jefferson Davis Hwy, Suite 412 
Arlington VA 22202 
S3 - strategic planning, acquisition and opera
tional support 

Washington Operations Senior Project 
Manager: 
Mike Moody 
C: (703) 414-5456 
FAX: (703) 414-5460 
mike.moody@s3inc.com 

Whitney, Bradley & Brown 
11790 Sunrise Valley Drive 
Reston VA20191-1404 
Technical and management consulting services 
and products. 

Army and Special Ops 
Business Development, 
Hampton Office: 
Stan Florer 
C: (703) 448-6081 x614 
FAX: (757) 896-2386 
hflorer@wbbinc.com 

Manager, Huntsville Operations: 
Carol Frazier 
C: (703) 448-6081 x861 
FAX: (256) 536-7621 
cfrazier@wbbinc.com 

DISTRIBUTORS 

Coastal Aircraft Parts 
2999 NW 115th Terrace 
Sunrise FL 33323 
Exclusive distributor for Oregon Aero seat cush
ions for military aircraft. H60, CH47, MH47, AH64, 
OH58, UH1 N, cushions available- AWR approved. 

Principal: 
Dorrine Downey 
C: (954) 260-6280 
FAX: (954) 337-2806 
sales@coastalaircraftparts.com 

When Procurement Is CrlUca/ N 

www.CTG123.com 
Parts In Stock- Ship Today! 

Crestwood Technology Group 
200 Corporate Blvd. South, Suite 110 
Yonkers NY 10701 
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Stocks obsolete & hard to find parts. Free part 
locator service - WWW.CTG123.COM. 

Sales Manager: 
Joe Santora 
C: (914) 779-3500 x131 
FAX: (914) 375-4508 
AAAA@CTGnow.com 

Sales Manager: 
Denise Gilchrist 
C: (914) 779-3500 x124 
FAX: (914) 375-4508 
AAAA@CTGnow.com 

RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT 

Piasecki Aircraft Corporation 
West Terminus of Second Street 
PO Box 360 
Essington PA 19029 
VTOL Aircraft and UAV Research, Development 
and Production. 

Vice President, Contracts: 
John W. Piasecki 
C: (610) 521-5700 x103 
FAX: (610) 521-5935 
piaseckijw@piasecki.com 

Vice President, Technology: 
Frederick W. Piasecki 
C: (610) 521-5700 x107 
FAX: (610) 521 -5935 
piasecki_fw@piasecki.com 

EDUCATIONAL 

ESSLLC 

Night Readiness, LLC 
1351 N. Alma School Road, Ste 265 
Chandler AZ 85224 
High fidelity, virtual training systems forNVG 
operations. Virtual terrain board offers immer
sive classroom instruction, both simulate and 
stimulate modes. 

Product Manager: 
Stephen C. Hatley 
C: (480) 821-6700 
FAX: (480) 963-7536 
shatley@nightreadiness.com 
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And Announcements Related to Army Aviation Matters 

Editor's note: Companies may send their Army Aviation related news 
releases and information to editor@quad-a.org. 

Warfighter FOCUS Starts 
The Army's Program Executive Office for Simulation, Training and 
Instrumentation, Orlando, Fla., announced Nov. 19 that performance will 
begin on the Warfighter Field Operations Customer Support contract. The 
Warrior Training Alliance team of Raytheon Technical Services 
Company, Computer Sciences Corp. and 64 additional companies will 
support the Army's modernization plan to bring a state-of-the-art, high-fideli
ty and immersive training environment to the force. It consolidates the oper
ations, maintenance, systems integration and engineering support services 
for the Army's live, virtual and constructive training systems at combat train
ing centers, home stations and in theater. Warfighter FOCUS is a contract 
worth up to $11 .2 billion over the next 10 years. 

Army and Partner AFS Win Shingo Prize 

Army Selects Raytheon for Common Sensor Payload 
The Army awarded the Raytheon Company of McKinney, Texas, an $11 
million contract Nov. 6 to provide a common sensor payload for manned 
and unmanned aircraft for reconnaissance, surveillance and target acquisi
tion missions. The initial order is part of a contract award that includes 
options for as many as 875 units valued at up to $1 .2 billion. The program 
calls for design, development, testing and air vehicle integration of a vari
ant of electro-optical/infrared (EO/IR) sensor payloads for the ARH-70A 
armed reconnaissance helicopter and the extended range, multi-purpose 
unmanned aerial vehicle. 

A160T Hummingbird Logs 12·hour Flight 
The Boeing Company, St. 
Louis, Mo., successfully 
completed a 12-hour test 
flight of its A160T 
Hummingbird unmanned 

The U.S. Army Aviation Center Logistics Command (ACLC) and its partner . rotorcraft on Oct. 12, record
ing the aircraft's longest flight 
to date. The A 160T took off 

Army Fleet Support at Fort Rucker, Aia., are the winners of the 2007 Shingo 
Bronze Medallion award for excellence in maintenance repair and overhaul. 
The government-owned, contractor-operated relationship between ACLC 
and AFS consists of 100 government personnel and 3,300 AFS employees 
providing aircraft maintenance, repair and overhaul, and supply support 
operations for 436 helicopters assigned to Fort Rucker. COL Alan M. Stull 
leads the ACLC, a subcommand of the Army Aviation and Missile Life Cycle 
Management Command. John Hamlin leads AFS, a subsidiary of the Vertex 
Aerospace division of the L-3 Communications Integrated Systems Group. 
Above, civilian and military personnel with ACLC and AFS pose with their 
Shingo award during a Nov. 14 ceremony in the U.S. Army Aviation 
Museum. 

National Guard Selects Rescue Hoist for Black Hawks 
The Goodrich Corporation, Charlotte, N.C., received a National Guard 
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Bureau contract Nov. 7 to sup
ply rescue hoist systems for the 
Guard's UH-60AlL Black Hawk 
helicopter fleet. The internally
mounted hoists will be retrofit
ted into current UH-60AlL air
craft now through 2010. The 
modular and mobile design of 
the internal rescue hoist allows 
it to be attached to the heli
copter through quick discon
nects and easily moved 
between aircraft. The hoist can 
lift up to 600 pounds with 250 
feet of usable cable. 

from near Victorville, Calif., at 6:27 a.m. (Pacific time) and landed 12.1 
hours later at 6:32 p.m. It carried a 500-pound payload at an altitude of 
5,000 feet, simulating a multi-sensor operational mission and used less 
than 60 percent of its fuel load. This flight follows an 8-hour flight on Sept. 
27 during which the A 160T carried a 1,000-pound payload module. 
Ultimately, Boeing pl.ans to fly the aircraft for 18 consecutive hours with a 
300-pound payload. 

20,000 HELLFIRE Missiles Later 
The Army and Lockheed Martin recently highlighted the production and 
delivery of the 20,000th HELLFIRE II rnodular missile system to aviation 
warfighters in early November. BG Genaro Dellarocco, executive officer for 
the Army's Mfssiles and Space program, and COL Michael Cantor, project 
manager for Joint Attack Munition Systems, recognized Lockheed Martin's 
workforce at ceremonies in Troy, Ala., and in Ocala and Orlando Fla. CW3 
Douglas Sanders, having recently returned from Iraq, attested personally to 
the effectiveness of the weapon, which has met the military's defining 
moments since it was first delivered in 1995. More than 6,800 HELLFIRE 
missiles have been successfully fired in Operations Enduring and Iraqi 
Freedom to date. 

Contracts -- (From various sources. An "*" by a company name indicates 
a small business contract) 

Intelligent Automation Corp.*, Poway, Calif., was awarded Nov. 2 a 
$5.6M contract for hardware to be installed on the AH-64 Apache heli
copters under the modernization and recapitalization effort. Work will be 
performed in Poway, Calif. (50 percent) and Columbia, S.C. (50 percent), 
and is to be completed by Nov. 1, 2012. 

AAI Corp.*, Hunt Valley, Md., was awarded two contracts on Oct. 31 . The 
first is a $75.1 M contract for full-rate production buy of SHADOW 
unmanned aircraft systems and associated support equipment with a com
pletion date of March 15,2010. A second contract for $25.9M is for SHAD
OW UAS special unit training in support of Operations Iraqi and Enduring 
Freedom. Work will be in Hunt Valley and ends Oct. 31, 2008. 

Sikorsky Aircraft Corp., Stratford, Conn., was awarded Oct. 31 a $91.1 M 
contract for UH-60L aircraft with associated training, spare parts, manuals 
and publications, integrated logistic and delivery support, and aircraft war
ranty. Aircraft delivery is expected by April 30, 2011 . 
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Northrop Grumman Systems Corp. , Sierra Vista, Ariz., was awarded 
Oct. 31 a one-year $14.6M contract for contractor logistics support 
for the Hunter unmanned aircraft system-unique equipment used to 
support deployment and contingency operations. Contract ends by 
Oct. 30, 2008. 

General Atomics Aeronautical Systems, San Diego, Calif., was award
ed Oct. 18 a $20.8M contract for system development and demonstra
tion for the extended range I multi-purpose unmanned aircraft system 

Aviation Product & Logistics Support 

Program Manager Hardware 
Updates 

Tra nsformation 
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including integration of the Hellfire missile. Contract is to be completed 
by Aug. 31, 2009. 

International Development and Resources, Inc., Fairfax, Va., was 
awarded in October a $150M contract for technical, engineering, logistics 
and program management services in support of U.S. Special Operations 
Command, Special Operations Aviation Training Company, Technology 
Applications Program Office and Systems Integration and Maintenance 
Office at Fort Campbell, Ky., and concludes by Dec. 31 , 2011. 
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PEOPLE ON THE MOVE 
AVIATION GENERAL OFFICERS 

The Office of the Army Chief of Staff announced Nov. B the assign
ment of COL Rhonda L. S. Cornum, who is nominated for pro
motion to brigadier general and is the chief of the Department of 
Surgery at Ireland Army Community Hospital, Fort Knox, Ky., to 
assistant surgeon general for Force Projection, Office of the 
Surgeon General, Falls Church, Va. 

FLIGHT SCHOOL GRADUATES 

AAAA congratulates the follow
ing officers of the Aviation 
Basic Officer Leadership and 
Warrant Officer Basic Courses, 
U.S. Army Aviation Warfighting 
Center, Fort Rucker, Ala. AAAA 
provides standard aviator 
wings to all graduates and 
sterling silver aviator wings to 
the distinguished graduates of 
each flight class. 

Class 08-01, 56 Officers, 
Graduated November 1 

ABOLC 
LT Megan E. Burns • DG 
LT MacLean F. Barclay • HG 
L T Brandon J. Looney HG 
L T Brian T. Billingsley • 
LT Tracy A. Buettner ' 
LT William H. Gratz • 

AWARDS 

Combat Action Badge 

LT Mary Beth D. Griffin ' 
L T Randy T. Hinton, Jr . • 
LT Justin G. Huckabee • 
CPT Brian J. Marcotte 
L T Ruth A. Meacham • 
LT Eric J. North ' 
L T Daniel P. Thomas ' 
LT Michael J. Van Kleeck • 
LT Luke D. Yustin • 

AWOBC 
W01 Brian C. Esty DG 
W01 Anthony J. Zimlich HG 
W01 Stephen C. Gonifas ' HG 
W01 Brad R. Cook HG 
W01 Jon-Kristian A. Edstrom HG 
W01 Adam J. Fletcher ' CLG 
W01 Cole G. Gould • CLG 
W01 Aaron L. Johnson ' CLG 
W01 Jonathan M. Adams 
W01 Jason S. Armstrong 

Continued on Page 76 

CPT Matthew Warren, commander of Co. B, 5th Bn., 15Bth 
Avn. Regt., pins the Combat Action Badge on SSG Nicholas 
Sheffield during an Oct. 31 award ceremony at Logistical 
Support Area Anaconda, Iraq. Sheffield, a flight engineer, 
was just one of several Soldiers presented the CAB during 
the ceremony. 
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TRANSFER OF AUTHORITY 

COL Alan K. Soldan, left, commander of the 1 st Bn., 1 OBth Avn. 
Regt., Kansas Army National Guard, carefully rolls the unit's col
ors before casing them during a Sept. 3 transfer of authority cer
emony at Logistic Support Area Anaconda, Iraq. The battalion 
was the last remaining unit from the redeploying 36th Cbt. Avn. 
Bde. to pass on its mission to arriving units from V Corps' 12th 
Cbt. Avn. Bde. The 1-10Bth Avn. turned over its area of opera
tions to the 2nd Bn., 147th Avn. Regt., a Minnesota ARNG unit 
from S!. Paul. 

RETIREMENTS 

The Office of the Army Chief of Staff announced the retirement 
of BG Doyle D. Broome Jr. effective Nov. 1. Broome and his 
wife Donna were honored earlier during a retirement ceremony 
Oct. 19 at Fort Rucker, Ala. Broome was presented with the 
Distinguished Service Medal for his more than 32 years of ser
vice to the nation, serving last as the deputy commanding gen
eral of the U.S. Army Cadet Command, Fort Monroe, Va. During 
his career, Broome served in the Infantry and Special Forces 
before rebranching to Aviation. He has commanded the 4th 
Sqdn., 2nd Armored Cav. Reg!. , and the 25th Avn. Bde.; served 
as the Army Aviation Center chief of staff, the B2nd Airborne 
Div.'s assistant division commander for support, and the deputy 
commanding general for the Multinational Division-West in Iraq. 
For her service and support, Donna was awarded the Secretary 
of the Army's Public Service Award and inducted into the 
Honorable Order of Our Lady of Loreto. The Broomes now 
reside in Huntsville, Ala. Pictured above (I to r) Ululani and MG 
Virgil L. Packett II, and the Broomes. 
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PEOPLE ON THE MOVE 

AWARDS 

Purple Heart 
Soldier Recovers 
in Iraq 
The haunting sound 
of "Incoming!" is for
ever ingrained in 
SGT Cindy Flores' 
psyche. Flores, from 
Co. D, 4th "Guns" 
Bn., 227th Avn. 
Regt., 1st Air Cav. 
Bde., was wounded 
in the leg by shrapnel 

:.."' , ...... ~,. from a rocket attack a 
few months ago at Camp Taji, Iraq. Flores, who hails from Los 
Angeles, is an AH-64D aircraft armament and electrical sys
tems repair specialist. She was taking a break from repairing an 
Apache helicopter when the rockets impacted. She quickly 
moved to a bunker before she knew she was hit. SSG Sean 
Harris, a fellow Soldier, provided first aid that day. "She pretty 
much just turned to me calmly and said, 'I think I have a hole in 
my leg,'" Harris said. Flores' wound required air medical evac
uation to Balad for two surgeries. She made the difficult deci
sion to forego rehabilitation and treatment for her wound back 
in the United States and instead returned to her unit. Her pro
jected six-month recovery began on return to Camp Taji on 
crutches, barely able to walk. On Oct. 30, she was able to walk 
across an outdoor stage to receive a Purple Heart from COL 
Daniel Shanahan, above left, 1st ACB commander. "It was the 
people I work with," Flores said. "They gave me the strength 
that I needed." 

AWARDS 

Crew Chief 
Receives Purple 
Heart 
COL Dan Shanahan, 
1 st Air Cav. Bde. 
commander, pre
sented the Army 
Achievement Medal 
and a Purple Heart 
for wounds sus
tained in action to 
SPC Benjamin Full 
during an awards 
ceremony Nov. 16 in 

Baghdad, Iraq. Full, a UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter crew chief 
for Co. A, 3rd Bn., 227th Avn. Reg!., was wounded April 5 when 
his helicopter was forced down by enemy fire. Full, a native of 
Wichita, Kan., not only helped evacuate the passengers that 
day, but also treated those wounded in the incident. "Of all the 
crew members that day, I'm most proud of Specialist Full," said 
CPT Kenneth Doleac, logistics officers for 3-227th Avn. and one 
of the pilots that day. 
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AWARDS 

Sherpa Pilot Presented DFC 
CW5 Terrance Lee was awarded the Distinguished Flying 
Cross at Logistical Support Area Anaconda, Iraq on Oct. 25 for 
his actions landing his damaged C-23 Sherpa after an enemy 
attack on the aircraft Jan. 4, 2007 wounded Lee and his pilot-in
command. Lee is a Guardsman with the Missouri Army National 
Guard and assigned to an Alaska based ARNG unit attached to 
Task Force XII, led by the 12th Cbt. Avn. Bde. See the October 
issue of ARMY AVIATION for the full story. 

AWARDS 

Apache Recovery 
,1.!3~.ia Earns Pilots Air 

_ f'-I-HMl".· Medals 
~"1111"""" Two AH-64D pilots 

were awarded the Air 
Medal by COL Daniel 
Ball, 3rd Cbt. Avn. 
Bde . commander, 
Nov. 12 in Baghdad, 
Iraq. CW4 Curtis M. 
Harcus with Co. B, 
603rd Avn. Spt. Bn. , 
and CW4 Martin A. 
Calkins with Co. D, 
1st Bn., 3rd Avn. 
Regt., for the safe 
recovery of a dam

aged Apache helicopter. The award was given for their actions 
Sept 26-29 to restore and return the aircraft after it received 
enemy fire on Sept. 26, resulting in a hard landing near 
Contingency Operating Base Cahill southwest of Baghdad. 
Harcus, a 603rd ASB maintenance test pilot, and Calkins were 
sent to assess the damage and decided to repair and fly it back 
to Baghdad International Airport. With the help of maintenance 
Soldiers, the gun turret was removed and three landing struts 
and one damaged main rotor blade were replaced. By choosing 
to fly the Apache back to BIAP, the officers saved Soldiers from 
having to retrieve the aircraft through a convoy on dangerous 
roads, Ball said. The Soldiers who worked on the aircraft were 
given Army Commendation Medals for their part in the aircraft 
recovery. Above, Ball pins the Air Medal on Calkins. 
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Flight School Grad List 
Continued from page 74 

W01 John G. Boeh * 
W01 Trevor R. Bremer * 
W01 Matthew S. Brinker * 
W01 Charles L. Brown 
W01 Alberto V. Cabrera * 
W01 Jason D. Call 
W01 Bryan K. Caudle * 
W01 Rachel H. Churchill 
W01 Rex A. Clark II * 
W01 Jeffrey W. Cox 
W01 Graham M. Easterwood * 
W01 Richard C. Erlewine * 
W01 John Z. Fouch 
W01 Kevin S. Graham * 
W01 Russell S. Grau * 
W01 lain A. Hamilton 
W01 Troy L. Hiday * 
W01 Keith Luberda 
W01 Michael Maxwell * 
W01 Mario E. Medina 
W01 Billy F. Morris * 
W01 Jae S. Park * 
W01 David B. Rosser 
W01 Bryan K. Ruiz * 
W01 Richard A. Schneider 
W01 Benjamin J. Singleton 
W01 Alan E. Steinman * 
W01 Christopher H. Stevens 
W01 Jon K. Thilges 
W01 Tiege G. Trimm * 
W01 Thomas R. Wilson * 

Class 08-02, 50 Officers, 
Graduated November 15 

ABOLC 
L T Shane P. Sullivan * DG 
LT Douglas R. Callaway * HG · 
LT Justin V. Kelly * HG 
LT Brian L. McClintock * HG 
LT Billy D. Blue III * 
LT Steven J. Cardiel * 
LT Tina J. Chong 
LT Daniel P. Clerget * 
L T Patrick J. Hall * 
LT Steven M. Hoak 
LT Jeffrey E. Kneer * 
LT James S. Lawson * 
LT James M. McCormick 
LT Aaron M. Nichols 
CPT John G. Osterson * 
LT Jonathan A. Reed * 
LT Yudelka M. Rodriguez * 
LT Christopher J. Stevens 
LT Ryan W. Sullivan * 

AWOBC 
W01 Carl A. Glover, Jr. * DG 
W01 Chance L. Barden HG 
W01 Zachary B. Barnes HG 
W01 David M. Jonas HG 
W01 Morgan J. Wiljanen * HG 
W01 Matthew P. Siegel * CLG 
CW2 Micah T. Amman * 
W01 Michael D. Bailey * 
W01 Brandon L. Bennett * 
W01 Brian C. Bonia * 
W01 Donald A. Brown 
W01 James R. Chavez 
W01 Corey A. Debolt * 
W01 Joshua D. Eastlee * 
W01 Matthew D. Fogg * 
W01 John D. Foster * 
W01 Richard J. Grimes * 
W01 Michael R. Handel 
W01 Jonathan P. Harless * 
W01 Sean N. Litherland * 
W01 Steven J. McKenzie * 
W01 David M. Rierson * 
W01 Gabriel Ruiz * 
CW2 Christopher S. Sensing * 
W01 Marlon D. Stewart * 
W01 Tanner J. Swift * 
W01 Gene E. Tidwell 
W01 Michael A. Turner 
CW2 Thomas F. Whiting * 
W01 Jake T. Wiegand * 
W01 James B. Winchester 

DG = Distinguished Graduate 
HG = Honor Graduate 
CLG = Commandant's 

List Graduate 
* = AAAA Member 
+ = Life Member 

SPOTLIGHT 

PROMOTIONS 

COL Jessie Farrington, 
1st Cbt. Avn. Bde. com- , ( 
mander, promoted his son 
Christopher, an infantry
man with 2nd Bn., 504th 
Inf. Regt. (Abn.l, to the 
rank of SGT during an 
Oct. 17 pinning ceremony 
in AI Asad, Iraq. "We're in 
a war now where a lot of 
sons, fathers, daughters 
and moms are out here 
participating in this fight. 

. When you get an opportu
nity like this, it just makes 
it even better." said the 
elder Farrington. "On paper, I've been an E-5 since the beginning 
of the month (Oct.l, but we've been waiting for this to do the whole 
pinning-on ceremony," Chris said. Chris actually delayed putting 
on his new chevrons just so his father could be the one to pin them 
on. Two years ago when Chris was deployed to Iraq and Jessie 
was deployed to Afghanistan, they met up in Kuwait so they could 
go on leave together. Father and son spent the day together, eat
ing lunch and just catching up on what they had missed. 

• I 

GI Jill Shoots for Miss America 
SGT Jill K. Stevens will trade in her Army uniform for a 
designer dress when she participates in the illustrious 2008 
Miss America pageant Jan. 26 in Las Vegas, Nev. Stevens, 24, 
is a medic with the 1st Bn., 211th Avn. Regt., Utah Army 
National Guard and also represents her state as Miss Utah. To 
boost publicity of "GI Jill," the Army recently launched a web 
site devoted to chronicling her preparation for the event, which 
airs live on the TLC cable network. Stevens, of Kaysville, 
joined the Guard six months before 9/11 in 2001. Two years 
later, she deployed to Afghanistan, where she cared for 10 to 
40 Soldiers a day at the Bagram Air Base medical aid station. 
She started nursing school at Southern Utah University in the 
fall of 2005, when the school's pageant director recruited her to 
run for Miss SUU. That year, she won Miss SUU and went on 
to become second runner-up in the 2006 Miss Utah pageant. 
Her rise through the ranks - both military and pageant - will be 
the subject of a feature article in the December issue of 
Soldiers magazine. For more, visit www.army.mil/gijill. 
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AAAAHosts 
2001 ASE Svmposium 
Confinuedji"O/J1 page 54 

the Apache Common Missile Warning System 
Team Lead in Tennessee, is the recipient of the 
ASE award, sponsored by BAE Systems. 

The symposium ended with a half-day of clas
sified sessions held in Air National Guard facili
ties at the Nashville International Airport. 

These meetings included an informal sensing Participants (I to r) COL Randy Rotte, COL Rick Stockhausen, MG Virgil 
session hosted by COL Tim Crosby, the deputy Packett and AAAA President Jim Snider listen to a presentation. 
program executive officer for Aviation, and COL 
Kennedy Jenkins, the project director for 
Aircraft Survivability Equipment, representing 
his boss Eddie Bair, the PEa for Intelligence 
Electronic Warfare & Sensors . . : .. :. --------

Joe Pisano is the deputy to the AAAA Executive 
Director and a contributing authOl: 

Pictured Right: AAAA President, MG(R) Jim Snider, 
presents Certificates of Appreciation to (from left to 

right) COL(R) Ellis Golson, Director of Capability 
Development and Integration Directorate, COL Rick 

Stockhausen, Director of Combat Developments and 
CW3 Perry Bowden, TACOPS/Aircraft Survivability, CDC 

all with the US Army Aviation Warfighting Center, 
Fort Rucker, AL, for their outstanding efforts in 

orchestrating the symposium technical program. 

SSG Jorge Cobo • 2007 Avionics award recipient. LTC Larry Dunavant, Ret., ·2007 ASE award recipient. 
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NEW MEMBERS . 

MEMBERS WITHOUT 
CHAPTER AFFILIATION 
Traci Barrows 
Kent G. Caldwell 
Sheila Croff 
Jill Gliko 
CW4 Kalhryn G. Lindberg 
Michael R. Maas 
Chris McFarland 
CW2 Shane P. McKenna 
CW2 Edward J. Naines 
1LT Nathan S. Patrick 
Fred Picco 
Bill Rutherford 
CW4 Shawn P. Schloesser 
Katie Schumacher 
Carol Spika 
Tom Spika 
Maureen Strong 
CW4 Kevin H. Wankerl 
AIR ASSAULT CHAPTER 
FORT CAMPBELL, KY 
CW2 Stuart F. Bennett 
CW3 Lewis W. Blase 
2LT Graham F. Inman 
CW2 Jenny L. McCarthy 
CW2 Chad J. Stuart 
CW4 Richard R. Wilson 
Hildegard W. Wyne-Smith 
ARIZONA CHAPTER 
MESA,AZ 
John C. Fuller 
Stephen Hatley 
ARMADILLO CHAPTER 
CONROE, TX 
Gregg Owens 
Denise Worley 
AVIATION CENTER CHAP
TER, FORT RUCKER, AL 
W01 Robert H. Abrams 
W01 Thomas R. Adame II 
W01 Henry O. Arana 
CPT Jason D. Billington 
W01 Willie K. Billups 
2L T Joseph A. Burke 

, W01 Gabriel R. Caraveo 
W01 Jared C. Clack 
LTC Andrew Cole, Jr. 
2LT Kody B. Comans 
W01 John W. Cornelius 
1 L T Keilh A. Cremeens 
W01 Michael J. Deveau 
Andrew Downes 
2L T Charles A. Eslinger 
1LT Harold Flecha 
2L T Christopher W. Foley 
W01 Eric C. Fowler 
2LT Philip J. Friend 

, Jennifer R. Galvan 
W01 Michael J. Guerra 
2LT James M. Hanover 
W01 Bryan A. Harris 
W01 Harry F.H. Haskins 
W01 Corey M. Horan 
W01 Chad E. Jackson 
2LT Kevin Ryan Jenkins 
CW3 Mike A. Johns 
2LT Thomas J. Johnson 
W01 Heath A. Johnston 
W01 Chad L. Kibert 
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W01 Taylor L. Kiel 
W01 Todd D. Kirkland 
W01 Caleb S. Kittrell 
2LT Christopher K. Lackey 
W01 Ryan S. LaPlante 
CW4 Jon D. Larue 
2LT Jason T. Lehr 
W01 Todd J. Libby 
W01 Dallas M. Margrilz 
2LT Penny J. Matthews 
Mr. Rory J. McCarthy 
W01 Teddy L. Mitchell 
1 LT Randall E. Munsinger 
2LT Jonathan V. Nober 
1 LT Jose A. Ortiz-Alvelo 
W01 Brad A. Panneton 
2LT Rhyan E. Paquette 
2L T John R. Pollard 
W01 David R. Powell 
W01 Kyle T. Prosoki 
CPT Jon Richardson 
W01 Jonathan S. Robertson 
W01 Emil E. Schaffroth 
1 LT Peter Taylor Scott 
W01 Tim J. Shaner 
CW3 Lois E. Sharpe 
W01 Jesse L. Sheninger 
Zachary P. Shimon 
W01 Clayton A. Shropshire 
W01 Christopher R. Soder 
W01 Rafael J. Solis 
W01 Matthew S. Swann 
2LT Michael K. Todd 
W01 Brian D. VanHowling 
W01 Benjamin H. VanMeter 
W01 Don C. Viray 
W01 Marcus A. Wieth 
W01 Daniell. Wilson 
W01 Shawn B. Witt 
2LT Carl Wydrzynski Jr. 
BIG RED ONE CHAPTER 
FORT RILEY, KS 
SGT Timothy A. Fowler 
BLUEGRASS CHAPTER 
FRANKFORT, KY 
SGT Joel F. Bowling 
CW4 William H. Canon, Ret. 
CW3 Nancy L. Christiano 
W01 Tony R. Dorris 
LTC James F. Humphrey, Ret. 
CW5 Kenneth D. Masters, Ret. 
SGT Jason L. Mike 
2L T Zachary T. Northington 
CW4 James D. Pope 
SPC Peter E. Santiamagro 
James M. Saveg 
W01 Ryan C. Turner 
CENTRAL FLORIDA 
CHAPTER, ORLANDO, FL 
Louis M. Carpanzano 
M. Brigid Carpanzano 
SSG Robert E. Denmon 
Thomas P. Fransson 
Carl Hodges 
SFC Daniel R. Hollsten 
CW2 Penn H. Holsapple 
Dan Sammons 
COLONIAL VIRGINIA CHAP· 
TER, FORT EUSTIS, VA 
SGT Michael A. Archer 

SSG Jose G. Aresotero 
MSG Marion E. Arnett 
SFC John E. Ball 
SSG Jason L. Ballou 
SSG Ian P. Bell 
SGT Randy W. Bermudez 
SFC Christian R. Bilvais 
SSG Caleb A. Binford 
SGM John B. Boehmer, Ret. 
SSG Adam R. Bowlby 
SSG Robert B. Browder 
SGT Cody D. Callaway 
SSG Scott P. Campbell 
SSG Albert Carbajal 
SGT John A. Chervinski II 
SGT Bradley C. Dalton 
SGT James D. Davis 
SGT Kenneth P. Descoteaux 
SGT Russell J. Elleby 
SSG Ernest L. Evans 
SGT Blair R. Foreman 
SFC Marlon D. Gordon 
SGT Luke L. Hawes 
SGT Gregory C. Henley 
SGT Michael D. Holmes 
SGT Juan C. Hurtado 
Steve B. Husak 
SSG Daniel C. Johnson 
SGT Lula E. Jones 
SSG John J. Kelleher 
SSG Paul A. Krampe 
SSG Christopher M. Larsen 
SSG Dylan J. LeMasters 
SGT Vincent W. Mazzalette 
SSG Andrea N. Morrison 
SFC Anthony Nieves, Ret. 
CW4 Kimberly R. Noe 
SSG Kenneth R. Parker 
SSG Atiba J. Raymond 
SSG Chad M. Reeves 
SSG Garry R. Ridgley Jr. 
SGT Dennis L. Robertson 
SSG Kris L. Sampson 
SSG Anthony Scott 
SGT Boyd D. Smith 
SSG Adam K. Stalvey 
SSG Steven D. Truett 
SGT Christopher G. Ward 
SGT James W. Whitaker 
SFC Keith A. Williams 
SSG Jose J. Zavala 
CORPUS CHRISTI 
CHAPTER, CORPUS 
CHRISTI, TX 
Frederick S. Culpepper 
Federico F.C. Flores 
Jahna D. Fulton 
Jeffery T. Kinney 
Shana L. Ray 
George Robles 
Deborah J. Uhlenhaker 
EMBRY RIDDLE EAGLE 
CHAPTER 
DAYTONA BEACH, FL 
COT Daniel R. Drake 
COT Andrew J. Klutz 
COT Brian K. Kurtz 
COT Shannon B. McDonnell 
COT Matthew A. McLain 
COT Audie E. Meyer 
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COT Matthew J. Murray 
COT Chad M. Shepard 
FLYING TIGERS CHAPTER 
FORT KNOX, KY 
CW5 Paul E. Beane 
CW2 Timothy A. Dailey 
LTC Troy D. Kirk 
CW5 Vincent D. Kubisch 
1 LT Bradley B. Sandona 
GREATER CHICAGO AREA 
CHAPTER, CHICAGO, IL 
Matthew J. Smith-Meck 
HIGH DESERT CHAPTER 
FORT IRWIN, CA 
LTC Gary M. Brito 
IRON MIKE CHAPTER 
FORT BRAGG, NC 
CW2 Beau S. Axton 
CW3 John S. DiPaolo 
Phil Pierce 
CW4 Charles C. Wilson, Ret. 
JIMMY DOOLITTLE 
CHAPTER, COLUMBIA, SC 
WOC Charles T. Hamlett 
KEYSTONE CHAPTER 
INDIANTOWN GAP, PA 
SSG David C. Boyle 
MAGNOLIA CHAPTER 
JACKSON,MS 
CW2 William J. Freeman 
MONMOUTH CHAPTER 
FORT MONMOUTH, NJ 
Michael J. Brennan 
Terence J. Eng 
Eric J. Lee 
Nicholas A. Perna 
Matthew J. Schiller 
MORNING CALM CHAPTER 
SEOUL, KOREA 
LTC Berrien T. McCutchen 
MOUNT RAINIER CHAPTER 
FORT LEWIS, WA 
1 LT Hector Rodriguez 
NARRAGANSETT BAY 
CHAPTER 
N. KINGSTOWN, RI 
CW3 Robert F. Ward 
NORTH COUNTRY CHAp· 
TER, FORT DRUM, NY 
SFC Jose E. Acevedo-Castill 
NORTH STAR CHAPTER 
ST. PAUL, MN 
1LT Shannon D. Gregory 
NORTHERN LIGHTS CHAp· 
TER, FORT WAINWRIGHTI 
FAIRBANKS AK 
CW3 James A. Arend 
CW2 James A. Henderson 
CW4 Darwin G. Johnson 
MAJ Christopher A. Payeur 
OLD TUCSON CHAPTER 
MARANA,AZ 
CSM Danny G. Thurecht 
PHANTOM CORPS CHAP· 
TER, FORT HOOD, TX 
MAJ Donald E. Jacobson, Ret. 
PIKES PEAK CHAPTER 
FORT CARSON, CO 
CW3 Robert N. Smith 
RAGIN' CAJUN CHAPTER 

FORT POLK, LA 
MAJ Todd A. Welsh 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
CHAPTER, LOS ANGELES, 
CA 
Jason Childs 
Joe Chuong 
Hixson Eldridge 
Bruce Gray 
Peter Jakubowski 
Mary Leonard 
Michelle McCann 
Tim Reilly 
Dan Sugg 
James Yeh 
STONEWALL JACKSON 
CHAPTER,SANDSTON,VA 
SPC Darlene Collins 
SPC Matthew J. Hust 
TENNESSEE VALLEY 
CHAPTER, HUNTSVILLE, AL 
Elton D. Akins 
Philip D. Anglin 
Douglas H. Barclay II 
Mike A. Bressler 
James A. Burkman 
Janet Curns 
Jason Curns 
Rick Curns 
LTC Phillip G. Deaton 
Ricky Dillon 
Charles D. Hinds 
David L. Little 
Ramona L. Love 
Doris Low 
CW5 Donald E. Ridings 
Eric Rodriguez 
Yolanda T. Samueli 
THUNDER MOUNTAIN 
CHAPTER, 
SIERRA VISTA, AZ 
CPT Nathan M. Colvin 
WalterC. Hill 
Anthony Morbeck 
VOODOO CHAPTER 
NEW ORLEANS, LA 
MAJ Charles C. Bourque 
SPC Tiffany A. Brinston 
SGT Anthony L. Henry Jr. 
SGT Lanny H. Higgins Jr. 
SPC Walter J. Miller 
SGT William J. Millet 
SFC Todd F. Stremlau 
SPC Ron J. Tagliaterri 
SGT John P. Valentine 
SPC Grant C. Winand 
WASH.·POTOMAC 
CHAPTER, WASHINGTON, 
DC 
Pete Sioma 
WESTERN NEW YORK 
CHAPTER,ROCHESTER,NY 
LTC Mark A. Stryker 
WRIGHT BROTHERS CHAp· 
TER, COLUMBUS, OHIO 
COL Richard J. Dreiman, Ret. 
CPT Walter J. Kohls 
ZIA CHAPTER, 
SANTA FE, NM 
1SG Robert J. Farris Jr. 
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FALLEN HEROES 

AAAA is saddened to announce the loss of 
the following Soldiers with Aviation units 

serving in support of the global war on terrorism. 

Operation Iraqi Freedom 

SPC Micheal Dean Brown, 20, of Williamsburg, 
Kan. died Oct.16 in Landstuhl Regional Medical 
Center, of a non-combat related illness after 
being transported from Tikrit, Iraq on Oct.15. He 
was an aviation operations specialist assigned 
to Headquarters Co., 1st Bn., 1stAvn. Regt., 1st 
Cbt. Avn. Bde., 1st Inf. Div., Fort Riley, Kan. 
His death is under investigation by officials. 

A UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter crashed Nov. 8 
around noon in northern Italy with 11 U.S. ser
vice members aboard, resulting in the death of 
four Airmen and two Soldiers. The aircraft, 
attached to the 1st Bn., 214th Avn. Regt. at 
Aviano Air Base, had departed at 11 :30 a.m. on 
a training flight when it crashed in open ground 
about 22 miles southwest of the base near the 
town of Santa Lucia di Piave, north of Treviso. 
Italian fire and emergency services responded 

.~.IIIIIlIr-:Ei;;I within minutes, extinguishing fires and evacuat
ing causalities at the site. Three Airman and two 
other Soldiers survived the crash with varying 
injuries. 

CW2Alvarez 

The Soldiers killed were: 
CPT Christian Philip Skoglund, 31, of Racine, 
Wis. 
CW2 Davidangelo Francis Alvarez, 31, of 
Manteca, Calif. 
Both pilots were assigned to Co. G, 52nd Avn. 
Regt. , Germany. 
The U.S. Army Combat ReadinesslSafety 
Center is investing the cause of the accident. 

Operation Enduring Freedom 

2LT Liles 

ARMY AVIATION 

2LT Stuart Forrest Liles, 26, of Hot Springs, 
Ark., died Nov. 13 in Bagram, Afghanistan, of a 
fatal injury suffered in a non-combat related inci
dent. He was an adjutant general officer 
assigned to the 122nd Avn. Spt. Bn. , 82nd Cbt. 
Avn. Bde. , 82nd Airborne Div., Fort Bragg, N.C. 
The incident is under investigation by Army law 
enforcement officials. 

(Information from Defense Department news 
releases and other media sources.) 
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ORDER OF ST. MICHAEL 

RECIPIENTS 

SILVER 

COL Frank G. Atkins 

Dr. Richard W. Amos 

BRONZE 

1 SG Melvin L. Barry 

1 SG Ruben L. Albert 

SFC Julio Martinez Jr. 

William Dodson 

SGM Wayne A. Fausz 

CW5 Tracy J. Gray 

LTC Patrick H . O'Hara 

MAJ Peter Derouin 

SFC Saul Arce 

CW5 Carl Anderson 

CW4 Jon Landstrom 

CW3 Mark Rivas 

SGM Wayne M . Ward 

MAJ Peter F. Godfrin 

CW3 Brian Yoder 

CW4 Ron D. Erkie 

ISG James R. Durbin 

CW3 Dwayne A. McQuade 

CW3 Russ K . Stegemoller 

CW4 Timothy S. O' Sullivan 

Roger D . Sigmon 

COL John C. Burns 

COL Jolm A. Thomas 

COL Kenneth T. Gareau 

CW4 Paul J. Tilley 

CSM Billy D. Batson 

SFC Jose O. Rodriguez 

SFC Rich Botsford 

SFC Will Behrens 

Mr. Brandon Barta 

CW5 Paul Eishen 

ISG James Combs 

CW4 GregOly Lewis 

Carl M. Tafoya 

MSG Joe Randall Mitchell, Ret. 

CW4 David S. Behm 

CW3 Russell S. White 

CW3 Eric W. Manchon 

MAJ Gregg Clark 

SFC Scott Laudenslager 

LTC Robert L. Sobey, Ret. 

Frederick A. Bergner 

John M. Coyle 

NEW CHAPTER OFFICERS 

CPT Ricky A. Thomas, 
Treasurer 

Mount Rainier Chapter 

ACES 
MSG Adam T. Cheek 

Colonial Virginia 
Chapter 

SSG Ernest L. Evans 
Colonial Virginia 

Chapter 
SSG Chad M. Reeves 

Colonial Virginia 
Chapter 

Mr. Oscar Recio 
Corpus Christi Chapter 

SGM Joseph R. Kenney Jr. 
Flying Tigers Chapter 
SFC Devon O. John 

Voodoo Chapter 

SOLDIER OF THE MONTH 

SGT Joe L. Welch 
August 2007 

Jimmy Doolittle Chapter 

SSG David C. Boyle 
October 2007 

Keystone Chapter 

NEW LIFETIME MEMBERS 

CW4 Harold A. Coghlan, 
CPT Jordan M. Francis 

CW4 Bobby L. Holtzclaw, 
COL Karl E . Koett Sr., 

Mr. Paul MaJiin 
2LT Katlnyn 1. Melcher 
MAJ Marshall P. Tway 

NEW INDUSTRY P 
Applied Industrial 

Technologies 
Flitelite 

Laser Shot 
MicroStrain, Inc. 

NAMMI, Inc. 
OPDEC, Inc. 
Shade Digital 

Spika Welding & 
Manufacturing, Inc. 

StacoSwitch, Inc. 

IN MEMORIAM 

LTC William E. 
Ret. 
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DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION BILL 
On Nov. 13, President Bush signed the $459 

billion Department of Defense Appropriation Act, 
a 9.5 percent increase that approved DOD fund
ing at account levels less the amounts needed 
for the Iraq and Afghanistan wars. The President 
said that although the DOD appropriation bill 
included unnecessary spending, it is important 
to deliver money to the military in the time of war. 

He also signed the continuing resolution 
authority so the government can continue oper
ating until Dec. 14 at last year's spending rate. 

Congress dithered prior to their 2-week 
Thanksgiving break and did not send the essen
tial second part of the DOD funding legislation, 
the National Defense Authorization Bill, to the 
president for approval. 

The authorization bill, reported to have been 
approved by both houses, contains the detailed 
program implementation information needed to 
use the funding provided by the Defense 
Appropriation Act. 

The authorization bill appears to have been 
held up by Congress because it still contains a 
hate crimes provision that the president 
promised to veto. 

The majority party will be busy in December 
and the New Year gaining presidential approval 
of the remaining 11 late appropriation bills. 

Five have yet to be voted on by the Senate, 
6 have made it through both houses and 2 have 
been approved by the joint House and Senate 
conference committee. 

The President is expected to sign the Military 
ConstructionNeterans Affairs Bill that is reported 
to be ready. 

WAR SUPPLEMENTAL REQUESTS 
The $183.9 billion 2008 supplemental budget 

request, mostly for DOD for the Iraq and 
Afghanistan wars, was decoupled from the 
Defense Appropriation Bill and is expected to be 
delayed into 2008. 

On Nov. 14, the House voted 218-203 for a 
$50 billion bridge bill to fund the war for the next 
four-months and would require the president to 
start bringing troops home on Dec. 15 with a 
goal of ending combat by Dec. 2008. 

On Nov. 16 the Senate failed in two votes to 
provide war funding. 

The Democrats failed 53-47 to overcome the 
60 vote cloture rule in support of the House bill 
and the Republican bill failed 43-53 to provide 
$70 billion without strings. 

Senate and House majority party leaders 
said the president will not receive any war funds 
this year unless he agrees to Democratic Party 
terms. 

Meanwhile, on Nov.15 Defense Secretary 
Robert Gates said that by December he will be 
forced to cut DOD civilian jobs and programs to 
pay for operations in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

ARMY AVIATION 

LEGISLATIVE REPORT 
~ COL Curtis J . Herrick (Ret.) 
~ AAAA Representative to The Military Coalition (TMC) 

AVIATION HARDWARE IN AUTHORIZATION 
ACT 

Army aviation has related hardware in the 
2008 Defense Authorization Act, including four 
C-27J joint cargo aircraft, 12 ARH-70AArapaho, 
52 UH-60 Black Hawk, 44 UH-72A Lakota and 
29 CH-47 Chinook helicopters, and $80 million 
for aircraft survivability equipment. 

U.S. SEEKS MORE NATO TROOPS FOR 
AFGHANISTAN 

Defense Secretary Robert Gates received 
commitments to improve participation and coop
eration in Afghanistan from several countries 
during a November NATO conference in 
Brussels, Belgium. Gates also asked European 
defense ministers to remove caveats that pro
hibit their troops from entering the most danger
ous regions and, in some cases, participating in 
specified activities. 

NATO Secretary General Jaap de Hoop 
Scheffer did get a commitment from all countries 
that in an emergency situation their forces could 
go where they are needed. 

Concerns remain that some countries may 
withdraw their contingents and adversely affect 
the others. 

PEAKE NOMINATED. TO DIRECT VA 
President Bush has nominated retired LTG 

James Peake to be the secretary of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs. Peake comes 
with wide health management experience and 
40 years of Army medical duty after earning a 
Silver Star and two Purple Hearts in Vietnam as 
a rifle platoon leader. !he Senate is expected to 
quiz him intently concerning his role as the 
Army's surgeon general from 2000 to 2004, the 
period prior to the recent scandal of poor admin
istrative management of wounded Soldiers at 
Walter Reed Army Medical Center. If confirmed, 
he will be the first phYSician and first general to 
lead the VA. 

2008 COLA ADJUSTMENT 
The 2008 Cost of Living Adjustment for social 

security recipients and military retirees and their 
survivors increase by 2.3 percent on Dec. 1 and 
will be reflected in the Jan. 2008 paychecks. 

COLAs are set by comparing the change in 
the Consumer Price Index for urban wage earn
ers and clerical workers from the third quarter of 
one year to the third quarter of the next. 
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This change, the lowest since 2004, is due to 
the drop in energy costs in August and 
September. 

EMPLOYER USE OF TRICARE AS A HEALTH 
OPTION ENDS 

The provision in the 2007 Defense Act pro
hibiting employers from offering inducements for 
employees to use TRICARE supplements 
instead of the company group health plan goes 
into effect on Jan. 1, 2008. This legislation, 
which is similar to the same prohibition that cur
rently applies to Medicare, is to prevent employ
ers with 20 or more employees from transferring 
their firm's health costs to the government. 

The many TRICARE beneficiaries who are 
receiving health care options from their employ
ers should closely review those options and may 
chose to enroll in TRICARE on their own without 
taking employer incentives. 

TMC SUPPORTS 4 PERCENT OF GOP 
DEFENSE BUDGET 

In late October, AAAA joined with the 33 
organizations of the Military Coalition to send a 
letter to Rep. Trent Franks (D-Al) supporting the 
recruiting of co-sponsors for his bill to commit a 
minimum of 4 percent of our gross national prod
uct (GDP) to the base Defense Budget to meet 
the national security requirements of the United 
States. Presently, the Heritage Foundation esti
mates that DOD's budget will drop from 3.8 per
cent to 3.2 percent of GDP by 2012. 

Since 1940, the DOD budget has fallen as 
low as the 3 percent level of GDP during 1999-
2001, with peaks of 14.2 percent during the 
Korean War, 9.5 percent during the Vietnam 
War, and 6.2 percent during President Reagan's 
re-armament of the military in 1986. 

ARMY MEETS 2007 RECRUITING GOALS 
The Army met all active, National Guard and 

Reserve recruiting goals for fiscal year 2007 and 
the October goals as well. 

GEN Richard Cody, Army Vice Chief of Staff, 
mentioned that only 35 percent of American 
males between 18 and 34 years meets the 
Army's minimum mental, physical and moral 
qualifications. 

Army Secretary Peter Geren is proceeding 
with Defense Secretary Robert Gates's support 
to obtain the 5-year authorized increase of 
35,000 Soldiers in four years. 
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Bluegrass Chapter 
On Oct. 21 , PFC Franklin "Frank" L. Noyes III, a supply specialist 
with Headquarters Co., 63rd Theater Avn. Bde., was honored as the 
BGC Soldier of the Month for October at Wellman Armory, Frankfort, 
Ky. CPT Dana Fitzpatrick, HHC commander, and MSG Jerry 
Cavanaugh, acting HHC 1st Sgt., assisted by CSM Mark Newby, 63rd 
TAB CSM, presented Noyes with the award on behalf of the Bluegrass 
chapter. Noyes excelled during recent preparation for a major com
mand readiness evaluation, working long hours, and making immedi
ate contributions to his unit in readiness and records management. 
Pictured here are (I to r): Fitzpatrick, Cavanaugh and Noyes. 

Zia Chapter 

..... 111 Stonewall Jackson Chapter 
SJC President LTC Robert Tamplet was joined by Mrs. 
Jeannie Booker to help present a scholarship named in 
honor of her deceased husband, the "SSG Darryl D. 
Booker Scholarship" to Jennifer M. Huebner on Sept. 28 
at the Army Aviation Support Facility in Sandston, Va. 
Huebner, the first recipient of this new $1000 for one year 

AAAA matching scholarship, and is the daughter of retired LTC Stephen J. 
Huebner of Richmond, is an undergraduate student concentrating in 
Education at the College of William and Mary. SSG Booker (insert) was 
among the 12 Guardsmen who died when their UH-60 Blawk Hawk heli
copter was shot down near Baghdad Jan. 20, 2007 in Iraq. He had worked 
as a full-time employee at the AASF with the Virginia Army National Guard. 

ZC President MAJ John Fishburn inducted two New Mexico 
Army Guardsmen into the Honorable Order of St. Michael Oct. 
18 in Albuquerque, presenting the Bronze award to retiring 
CW5 Carl P. Anderson, left, and retired CW4 Jon 
Landstrom. Anderson, the state standardization instructor 
pilot, completes 39 years of service, having served 25 years as 
an IP and mission pilot for the NMARNG with over 13,000 acci
dent free flight hours, including over 1,000 combat hours in 
Vietnam and Afghanistan. He is retiring to Philadelphia, Pa. 
Landstrom is the Operational Support Airlift safety officer and 
a C-12 Pilot with over 30 years as a rotary and fixed wing 
instructor pilot. He also has over 1,000 combat hours as a UH-
1 pilot in Vietnam and a C-12 pilot in Iraq, and has accumulat
ed over 12,000 accident free flight hours. 

Bluegrass Chapter 

ARMY AVIATION 

SFC Micah B. Mason was induCted into the Honorable Order of St. Michael dur
ing an Oc~ . 18 chapter ~fficer's meeting at Bluegrass Station in Lexington, Ky. 
BGC President COL Benjamin F. Adams III, above left, assisted by COL Ricky W. 
Branscum, the BGC senior vice president, presented Mason with the Bronze 
award. Mason, a rated UH-60 crew chief with over 2,000 flight hours and a fast 
rope insertion and extraction system master instructor, distinguished himself 
through exceptionally meritorious service over the past 10 years with the 
Kentucky Army National Guard. 
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Show Me Chapter 
Janille E. Rehkop was inducted into the 
Honorable Order of Our lady of Loreto during 
her husband's retirement ceremony Sept. 28 in 
the Warrensburg Army National Guard Armory 
in Warrensburg, Mo. Rehkop is the spouse of 
retiring MSG Ricky A. Rehkop, the senior sup
ply sergeant for the 20th Cbt. Avn. Bde. MAJ 
John P. Martin, the 20th CAB logistics officer, 
presented Rehkop with the Oll lapel pin for her 
continuous untiring support, sacrifices and con
tributions she provided during her husband's 
service with the Missouri Army National Guard. 

The National Guard family expresses its sincere appreciation for all her 
strength and service while assisting her Soldier in accomplishing the mis
sion at hand. The Rehkops are enjoying retirement in Warrensburg. 

16th Annual Chili 5K by Michelle Owens 
The Aviation Center Chapter's 16th Annual Chili 5K and cook-off 
competition at Fort Rucker, Ala., once again welcomed runners 
and chili cooks to the annual fundraiser for the chapter's scholar
. ship fund. Almost 350 runners battled the chilly Nov. 3 weather dur
ing this year's 5K event. Overall men and women's winners were 
Jesse Blanton with a total time of 17 minutes and Penny Proctor 
with a final time of 19 minutes, 6 seconds. More than 25 chili ven
dors set up their booths on Howze Field to allow anxious chili
tasters a chance to sample cups of their "top secret" recipes. The 
chili teams were not only showing their culinary talents, they were 
competing for trophies for Best in Show, People's Choice, Best 
Overall and Worst chili. 

Top chiti winners for 2007 were: 
Best in Show (booth theme and presentation): 

Show Me Chapter 
Missouri Guardsman MSG Ricky A. Rehkop 
was inducted into the Honorable Order of st. 
Michael on Sept. 28 during his retirement 
ceremony in Warrensburg. MAJ John P. 
Martin, the 20th Cbt. Avn. Bde. logistics offi
cer, presented Rehkop with the Bronze 
award for 25 years of distinguished service 
with the Army and the Missouri ARNG. 
During Rehkop's career, he served with the 
935th Avn. Spt. Bn.; the 1st Bn., 135th Avn. 
Regt. ; and finished as the senior supply 
sergeant for the 20th CAB based in Sedalia, 

Mo. Rehkop's commitment to excellence in all his activities made the 
Missouri Guard a better organization and has set him far above his peers. 
He and his family are living in Warrensburg. 

1st Place: 1st Bn. , 11th Avn. Reg!. - Squared Away Chili 
2nd Place: Reserve Officers Association - Rucker's Revenge 
3rd Place: Flight School XXI Lear Siegler Services, Inc. 

"Squared Away" Chili, 1st Bn., 11th Avn. Regt., took home 1st place in the Best 
in Show category. 

People's Choice (most sales tickets): 
1st Place: 2nd Bn., 210th Avn. Regt. - Hillbilly Chilli 
2nd Place: Reserve Officers Association - Rucker's Revenge 
3rd Place: Basic Warfighting Skills Lear Siegler Services, Inc. 

Best Tasting Chili: 
1 sl Place: Becky Hancock Realty 
2nd Place: Warrant Officers Association - MAS.H. 
3rd Place: Aero Realty 

Worst Tasting Chili: 
1 st Place: March of Dimes - Chicken Chili 
2nd Place: Reserve Officers Association-Rucker'sRevenge 
3rd Place: 110th Avn. Bde. - Parrotheads 

The Reserve Officers Association's booth "Rucker's Revenge" swept the compe
tition with three awards with 2nd place trophies in Best in Show, People's Choice 
and Worst tasting chili. ' 

Warrant Officer Association cooks CW3 
Cheryl Kent, left, and CW2 Niky Frazier 
stand outside their "MAS. H." booth, which 
took 2nd place in the Best Chili category. 

Members of the "Hillbilly Chilli" booth, 2nd Bn., Reserve Officers Association cooks serve up 
210th Avn. Regt., took home 1st place in the some of their infamous "lED Chili," which won 2nd 
People 's Choice category. place in both the People 's Choice and Worst chili. 
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Corpus Christi Chapter . . 
Retired Department of the Army Civilian Juan de I~ Cru~ wa~ Indu.cted 
into the Honorable Order of St. Michael June 28 In conjunction with a 
ceremony at the Corpus Christi Naval Air Station's Officer's Club. i~ 
Texas. COL Timothy A. Sassenrath, commander of the Corpus Chrlsll 
Army Depot, presented Cruz with the Bronze award in recognition of 
his years of service and dedication to Army aviation. 

Volunteer Chapter . 
LTC Kris Durham, state aviation officer for the Tennessee Army National 
Guard, presented the Bronze award of the Order·of St. Michael to ~GM 
Billy D. Batson on Oct. 6 in Louisville. ~atson was honored for ~IS. 34 
years of service and support to the acllve Army and ARN~ aVlallon, 
including duty as the state aviation SGM. H~ i~ currently servl~~ as t~e 
assistant maintenance officer at the Army AViation Support Facility # 2 In 

Louisville and had recently returned from a deployment in support of 
Operation Jump Start on the southwest Texas and Mexican border in 
support of the U.S. Border Patrol mission. 
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Colonial Virginia Chapter 
The Silver award of the Order of St. Michael was presented Nov. 6 to 
retired SGM Joseph W. Shabbott during the CVC's quarterly meeting at 
Fort Eustis, Va. Promotable COL William T. Crosby, deputy Program 
Executive Officer for Aviation and the guest speaker, conducted the hon
ors. Shabbott retired from the Army in June after more than 30 years of out-
standing serVice, culminating as the Department Sergeant Major ~f ~he 
Department of Aviation Trades Training (DAH), ~ith the. ~ .S . Arm~ ~Vlall?n 
Logistics School at Fort Eustis. Today Shabbott IS a,tralmng specialist with 
the DAn. Above is Crosby, Shabbott and Mrs. Vicki Shabbott. 

Bluegrass Chapter . 
BGC President COL Benjamin F. Adams III presented the Silver award of 
the Order of St. Michael on Nov. 4 to CW5 Dean E. Stoops at the Boone 
National Guard Center in Frankfort, Ky. Stoops, who is the standardization 
officer for both the state and the 63rd Theater Avn. Bde. in Frankfort, was 
recognized for his years of service and significant contributions during his 
deployment in support of Operations Iraqi Freedom and Enduring 
Freedom. Stoops also serves as the BGC's v.P. for Legislative Affairs. 
Pictured here are Stoops' wife Cindy, Stoops and Adams. 

Tennessee Valley Chapter . 
LTC Michael R. Switzer, product manager for the Scout-Attack Hel!copters ~rodu~t 
Office, inducted Ricky A. Brock into the Honorable Order of St: ~Ichael du.nng his 
Oct. 2 retirement ceremony at the Fratemal Order of Eagles facility In HuntSVille, Ala. 
Brock served over 35 years with the Army as a Soldier and civilian, and most r~cent
Iy as the chief of the Logistic Branch and the deputy PM for the SAHPO y.'lth the 
Program Executive Office for Aviation. A dedi~ted professional, ~rock provided the 
acquisition leadership necessary for the evolution of OH-58A helicopter to the .OH-
58D Army helicopter improvement program (AHIP), to the OH-58D armed Kiowa 
Warrior, and to the Safety Enhanced Armed Kiowa Warrior found on the battlefield 
today and into the future. Brock also provided ~ritical man~gement of the . Pre
Set/Reset Site Review Program for scout-attack helicopters, which has resulted In ~n 
improved ability to meet deployment needs. Brock ~as accepted employm~nt with 
Westar in Huntsville. Pictured left (I to r) are Mrs. Susie Brock, Brock and SWitzer. 
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Iron Mike Chapter (Deployed) 
LTC Jayson AAltieri, right, Task Force Corsair commander, inducted MAJ Michael F. 
Burns 11/ into the Honorable Order of St. Michael and presented him with the Bronze 
award on Sept. 13 at Kandahar Airfield in Afghanistan. Burns served as the S-3 oper
ations officer and executive officer with TF Corsair while deployed in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom VIII. Burns planned, coordinated and briefed numerous 
combat operations that included coalition ground and rotary wing aviation units from 
coalition partners in the war on terrorism, and on many occasions served as the air 
mission commander for TF Corsair aviation missions. 
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••• ~ Corpus Christi Chapter 
COL Timothy A. Sassenrath, com
mander of the Corpus Christi Army 
Depot, inducted retired CW2 
Lawrence J. Simone into the 
Honorable Order of St. Michael June 
28 during a ceremony at the Corpus 
Christi Naval Air Station's Officer's 
Club in Texas. Simone, a Department 
of the Army Civilian and the director 
of Aircraft Production at the depot, 
was presented with the Bronze 
award in recognized for his length of 
service and dedication to Army 
Aviation. Simone will continue in his 

Corpus Christi Chapter 
On June 28, Department of the Army 
Civilian Tammy H. Tuttle was induct
ed into the Honorable Order of St. 
Michael during a ceremony at the 
Corpus Christi Naval Air Station's 
Officer's Club in Texas. COL Timothy 
Sassenrath, commander of the 
Corpus Christi Army Depot, presented 

_l'Il_,-',~;o;."'I_ Tuttle with the Bronze award in recog
nition of her years of service and ded
ication to Army aviation. Tuttle contin
ues to serve as the chief of the Aircraft 
Program Management Division with 
the Army depot. 
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Tennessee Valley Chapter 
On the occasion of his retirement, MAJ Robert D. 
Blanchette was inducted into the Order of St. Michael and 
presented with the Bronze award by TVC President Robert 
Birmingham on Oct. 5 at Redstone Arsenal, Ala. Blanchette 
served as the assistant product manager for Ground 
Maneuver with the Unmanned Aircraft Systems Project 
Office. He was honored for service and recognized for his 
expertise and devotion to the mission. He often deployed to 
personally ensure that Soldiers on the ground and in the air 
had enhanced operational capabilities to efficiently inte
grate manned and unmanned aircraft, intelligence and 
communications into their daily operations. Blanchette 
plans to continue to work for the Army as a civilian . 

Tennessee Valley Chapter 
TVC President Robert Birmingham inducted Jodi 
Blanchette into the Honorable Order of Our Lady of 
Loreto Oct. 5 at the Redstone Arsenal, Ala. Blanchette is 
the wife of retiring MAJ Robert D. Blanchette, the assistant 
product manager for Ground Maneuver with the 
Unmanned Aircraft Systems Project Office. She was hon
ored for her support over the past 13 years to her husband 
and to Army aviation. Blanchette was active in family 
readiness groups, selflessly giving countless hours and 
much more to ensure Soldiers and their families had what 
they needed during deployments and rotations. She was 
often the first to volunteer for the dirty jobs and the last 
one to leave late at night. The Blanchettes will stay in 
Huntsville and she will continue to teach in the Army 
school system. 
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AAAA Unmanned Aircraft System 
Unit of the Year 

25th UAS Company, 
25th Combat Aviation Brigade 

The unit revolutionized support of the Army's 
unmanned assets through implementation of new 

technology; development of stringent maintenance, 
safety, and operations procedures; and an 

outstanding safety and training record. 
Logging more than 25,000 flight hours, the unit's 
accident rate was an eighth of previous rotations. 

AAI salutes your achievements. 

aaicorp.com 

Upcoming Events 
.JANUARY 2008 

• Jan 9-11 AUSA Army Aviation Symposium 
Arlington, VA 

• Jan 22-25 Aviation Senior Leaders Conference 
Fort Rucker, AL 

• Jan 24 AAAA National Functional Awards 
Fort Rucker, AL 

• Jan 25 AAAA Scholarship Executive 
Committee Meeting 
NGRC,Arlington, VA 

• Jan 26 AAAA National Awards 
Committee Selection Meeting 
NGRC, Arlington, VA 

FEBRUARY 2008 

• Feb 13-14 Joseph P. Cribbins Product 
Support Symposium 
Huntsville, AL 

• Feb 27-29 AUSA Winter Symposium 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 

APRIL 2008 

• April 6-9 

• April 29 -
May 1 

AAAA Annual Convention 
Gaylord National, Landover, MD 
AHS Annual Forum & Technology 
Display 
Montreal , Quebec 
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U.S. Army Aviation and I wish to further tbe aims and purposes of the AAAA. I understand that my member
ship includes a subscription to AAAA s official magazine Army Aviation , and that my membership will start 
on the subsequent first of the month. Contributions or gifts to AAAA are not deductible as charitable contribu
tions for federal income tax purposes. Dues payments may be deductible by members as ordinary and necessary 

RankiGS Grade First Name MI Last Name 

Sex 

Mailing Address 

Mailing Address 

City State Zip + 4 Code 

Active Duty or Civilian Job Title and Unit or Firm name E-Mail 

Area Code Office Phone Area Code Residence Phone Area Code FAX 

Consent: 0 I do o I do not consent to the publication or release of the above information to third parties. 

Signature Date 

Citizenship Nickname Spouse's Name 
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AAAA ANNUAL DUES 
Applications other than those listed below: 
( ) 1 yr, $26; () 2 yrs, $47; () 3 yrs, $70 
Full-Time Students; Enlisted; W01s; GS-8 DACs & Below; 
Wage Board 12 DACs & Below: 
( ) 1 yr, $15; () 2 yrs, $27; () 3 yrs, $39 
Add $5 per year if you have a foreign, non-APO address. 
Add $15 if your check is drawn on a foreign bank. 

o Check enclosed payable to "AAAA' or charge to 
o AMEX 0 Diners Club 0 Mastercard 0 VISA 

Card No. 

Amt$ Exp. Date 3 Digit Sec.Code 

Signature:Date: 

Check (,I) Your Professional Qualification: 

( ) Army Active Duly ( ) Defense Industry 
( ) ARNG ()AGR ( ) Foreign Military Service 
( ) USAR ()AGR ( ) Other _ __ _ 

( )DAC 
( ) Army Retired ( ) Fomner 
( ) Other US Military Service ___ _ _ _ 

Are you a former AAAA member? 0 Yes 0 No 

If yes, what year did you join? 

Chapter Affiliation Preferred 

Print Name of Recruiter 
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JOHN L. SHIPLEY 

ARMY AVIATION HALL OF FAME 2004 INDUCTION 

John L. Shipley has been a driving force behind the tremendous success of Army Special 
Operations Aviation (ARSOA). 

His leadership as director of Special Programs (Aviation) with the U.S. Army Aviation and 
Missile Command has been instlUmental in bringing new, strategic capability to the Almy to 
provide unprecedented capabilities for rnilitaiY operations around the world. 

Shipley is recognized by senior government leaders as one of the Almy's fmest acquisition 
executives, as well as being widely considered to be the founding father of ARSOA acquisition. 

Over more than 30 years, Shipley's efforts have resulted in the rapid development, procure
ment and fielding of such programs as the aimed OH-58D Kiowa Wanior; the MH-60 Direct 
Action Penetrator, a weaponized variant of the ARSOA Black Hawk helicopter; the adverse 
weather capable MH-47D Chinook, and the mission enhanced MH-6M Little Bird or "Street 
Fighter." 

Under Shipley's steady direction, investment resources to support 
ARSOA had increased by more than $2 billion. 

Shipley's numerous classified efforts-which must remain secret
are revolutionary for Army aviation. He is a tlUe national asset. 

Editor's Note: John Shipley continues to serve today as the director 
of Special Programs (Aviation) with the Army s Aviation and Missile 
Command at Fort Eustis, Va. 
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