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LATE-BREAKING NEWS ANNOUNCEMENTS “=¥ NOTES

1st Armored CAB Leaves Europe

The U.S. Army, Europe announced Jan. 26 the 1st Armored Division's Cbt. Avn.
Bde. in Hanau, Germany, will depart this summer and return to Fort Riley, Kan.,
lo join the 1st Infantry Div. Approximately 1,200 Soldiers and 1,800 family mem-
bers will move with units; HHC, 1AD CAB; 2nd Bn., 501st Avn. Reqgt.; 127th Div.
Avn. Support Bn.; and Co. A, 3rd Bn., 58th Avn. Reat. (Air Traffic Services).
USAREUR will then combine remaining V Corps aviation assets to form a single
CAB capable of performing all Army aviation missions.

ACS Design and Development Contract Terminated

The Army as the lead service for the joint Aerial Common Sensor program termi-
nated ils system design and development contract Jan. 12 with Lockheed Martin.
The program was not meeting critical performance goals, cost and schedule con-
straints after problems continued with finding a suitable off-the-shelf commercial
airframe to carry ACS's electronics. The ACS is to replace the Army's Guardrail
and Airborne Reconnaissance Low and the Navy's EP-3E intelligence aircraft. The
Army plans to buy five ACS aircraft, the Mavy two for research, development and
evaluation purposes. Still a valid requirement, the services will resolve requirement
challenges and start again.

CCAD Receives International
Certification

The Corpus Christi Army Depot in
Texas was recently certified to the 1S0
89001: 2000 standard, which is used by
the International Organization of
Standardization to define requirements
for an organization's quality manage-
ment system. CCAD was certified by
the independent auditing firm of
Smithers Quality Assessments, Inc.,
who reported no defects following their review of the depot's quality manage-
ment plan. Certification has become an international condition of doing business.
CCAD business partners such as Boeing and Sikorsky have required their sup-
pliers to be cerified to the same standard. Here Smithers’ auditor Walt
Oshinsky (right) inspects CCAD's airframe cleaning shop.

Navy Tries Warrant-Officer-to-Pilot Program

The MNavy announced Jan. 25 a trial program that will place 30 selected chief war-
rant officers in aircraft cockpits as pilots and naval flight officers. The intent is to cre-
ate flying specialists unencumbered by the traditional career paths and replace a
percentage of junior officer aviators in units that have large JOA populations. The
CWOs will return to these squadrons again and again to perform the same duties
as JOAs, with no career penalty. Targeted candidates are between pay grades E5
and E7, and young enough to be commissioned by their 27th birthday (29 for
NFOs). For more, refer to NAVADMIN 022/06 at www.npc.navy.mil.

AAAA Scholarship Application Deadline
May |, 2006

Hall of Fame Nomination Suspense
May |, 2006

Contact the Mational Office (203) 268-2450, www.quad-a.org
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A SOLDIER’S BEST FRIEND:
~ SHADOW SYSTEM

Shaping the battlefield means eliminating the enemy’s
ability to fight in a coherent manner, U.S, Army RQ-7
Shadow Tactical Unmanned Aircraft Systems (TUAS)
provide capabilities that enable U.S. and allied warfighters
to set conditions for success.

In Operation Iragi Freedom, Shadow systems are
shaping operations around the clock.

® More than 58,800 flight hours and 13,900 sorties in
direct support of combat operations.*

® Mission readiness greater than 85%, which means
Shadows are there when needed.

® Electro-optic/Infrared payloads provide real-time
video directly to state-of-the-art One System™ground
control stations within the Modular Brigade Combat Team.

AAI Corporation tactical unmanned systems — helping
shape the battlefield over the past ‘decades.
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AAAA President’s Cockpit

hanks to our Branch Chief BG E.J. Sinclair for

I hosting a great Aviation Senior Leaders

Conference earlier this month at Fort Rucker.

The gathering of the shakers and movers of Army
Awviation (commanders, CWOs and CSMs) to discuss cur-
rent events and future initiatives takes on added signifi-
cance as the Branch continues to grow. Our thoughts and
prayers were with those deployed and unable to attend.

The “Grey Beards " were well represented, to include
Generals Saint, Richardson, Fields, and Watts, who are
some of Aviation’s strongest non-wing-wearing supporters.

AAAA hosted a number of events during the week to include an update lun-
cheon for all the brigade commanders, chief warrant officers and command
sergeant majors, and held the annual National Functional Awards banquet.

During the luncheon I briefed AAAA’s recent strategic and tactical ini-
tiatives, and emphasized our efforts on aviation career incentive pay
(ACIP), the Army Wounded Warrior program, and supporting “welcome
home" celebrations for our returning units from OIF and OEF.

The open discussion raised a number of good ideas. One suggestion was
to see what we could do to support the spouses of our fallen Soldiers with
scholarships, networking, and perhaps even employment leads with our
industry members.

1 asked those present to help us identify those in need from the ranks of
the wounded, as well as the spouses of our fallen.

Bill Harris and | are researching the
| 160th SOAR’s “Hearts of Gold” pro-
gram for families of fallen Night
Stalkers, to identify the best way the
AAAA can support the Army Aviation
Soldier and family, We would appreci-
ate your thoughts as well.

The Aviation Center Chapter did a
great job sponsoring our annual awards
banquet on Feb. 1, which was the
venue for the presentation of the Air
Traffic Control awards, and the Trainer
af the Year, Aviation Medicine, Fived
Wing Unit, ROTC Cadet of the Year
and the Air/Sea Rescue awards. (See
page 54 for the story.)

While at Rucker, we also attended
the annual meeting of the Army Aviation Museum Foundation (AAMTF).
They are a dedicated group of great Americans who are working to pre-
serve and protect our history and heritage for future generations.

It is especially gratifying to see all the young aviators holding their flight
school graduation ceremonies in the Aviation Museum.

The museum continues to be one of the largest beneficiaries of AAAA
end-of-year funding. This year we’ll again donate one dollar per AAAA
member, a total of $15,055, to the AAMF.

Prior to the meeting, Bill and 1 walked through the Hall of Fame and
noted the impressive contributions that so many elite members have made
to Army Aviation.

We will be hosting the next HOF induction ceremony during the 2007
Convention in Atlanta and remind all that nominations are being accepted
until May 1, 2006,

BG (Ret.) Mike Burke, chairman of our Compensation Committee, will
report on the development of our AAAA position concerning Reserve
Component ACIP and the 1/30th rule in the March/April issue.

senior Aviation branch leaders at Fort
Rucker on Jan. 30
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Mike understands the issues and
has stated, “We don’t expect our
Mational Guard and Reserve person-
nel to show up 1/30 ready for natural
disasters like Katrina or GWOT
deployments. We need to recognize
their demonstrated 100 percent
(30/30) readiness and treat them
accordingly.”

The Compensation Committee is
also working with CSM Buford
Thomas on the increase in hazardous
duty incentive pay for Army enlisted
Soldiers who participate in frequent
and regular aerial flight.

Last month a group of 50 active
and retired officers, warrant officers,
non-commissioned officers, Depart-
ment of the Army Civilians, and rep-
resentatives from industry convened
in Arlington, Va. to select the recipi-
ents of the National Awards which
will be presented during the 2006
AAAA Convention. The impressive
breadth and depth of Army Aviation
knowledge and experience of the
Awards Committee members rein-
forces the quality and robustness of
the selection process. My thanks to
all those who gave up their Saturday
on Jan. 28 to participate in selecling
the best.

The newly formed AAAA 50th
Anniversary Committee had its first
planning meeting last month as well.
There is much to be done between
now and May 2007, Any thoughts
you may have on a theme will be pro-
vided to retired MG Carl McNair, our
chairman who will present options to
the NEB for a vote this April.

We look forward to the Tennessee
Valley Chapter sponsoring the AAAA
Joseph P. Cribbins Aviation Product
Symposium March 8-9 in Huntsville,
Ala., and to seeing all of you at the
upcoming AAAA Annual Convention
at the Gaylord Opryland Resort in
Nashville, Tenn. this April 9-12.

All we do is measured against our

' purpose statement: “Supporting the

U.S. Army Aviation Soldier.”
Let me know how we can do better.

Tom Konitzer

AAAA President
president@quad-a.org
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AIRBORNE THERMAL SIGHTING
SYSTEMS FOR SURVEILLANCE,
RECONNAISSANCE & TARGETING
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Act First Success
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Night Targeting

- Increased Stand-Off
- Greater Survivability

Qur integrated, multi-sensor, thermal imaging syslems and advanced IR
Ii-.‘t:|'|r1{‘.l|l:1-5 ies supporl ground and avialion success t.furing Ihe d{:',f of
I'nF]h' und]er the harshest batile space conditions. As o premier su lier of
intrared sighting, targeling and night vision systems, DRS is quumjed by
vears of experience on the Mast Mounted Sight for the Army's
Kiowa Warriors and nextgeneration FLIRs for Apache longbows. And, we
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for airbome applications, For Current and Fulure Force success, see DRS first.
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s From the Aviation Branch Chief

By BG E.J. Sinclair

An AH-64D Longbow
from 1st Bn., 1015t Avn,
Regt., based at Forward
Operating Base Speicher
in Irag, flies a mission in
support of ground troops
on Dec, 5, 2005,
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Aviation Branch Chief Update
Reaching Milestones, Remembering
the Fallen and Serving the Nation

rmy Aviation continues to set

records, reach milestones, and break

new ground as we forge ahead with

he Global War on Terrorism
(GWOT) and Transformation — meeting
the nation’s needs.

Army Aviation has achieved the substan-
tial milestone of flying over 1 million hours
in support of the GWOT during Operations
Iragi Freedom and Enduring Freedom.

Additionally, on December 9, we dedicat-
ed a new state-of-the-art physical fitness
center to two fallen Soldiers: CW3 Wesley
C. *“Chuck™ Fortenberry and CW2
Lawrence S. “Shane” Colton.

And finally, Army Aviation lost one of its
great heroes on January 6 when Aviation
Hall of Fame member Hugh Thompson, Ir.
died.

1,000,000 Combat Flying Hours

Passing the one millionth combat flight
hour mark is an incredible achievement that
spans the entire spectrum of effort.

First is the hard work and dedication of
the Soldiers who fly, repair, maintain and

8

support the aircraft operations. Second is the
outstanding support provided by contract
labor, and third is the modermnization and
transformation of our current aviation force.
And fourth is the tremendous success of our
RESET and PRESET programs that prepare
our aircraft to sustain the harsh operational
environments.

This milestone was not achieved without
sacrifice, as many Aviation Soldiers have
lost their lives supporting the Global War on
Terrorism.

As such, we've made aircraft survivabili-
ty equipment our Number One aviation pro-
gram and will invest over $1.5 billion dol-
lars to improve the survivability of our air-
crews.

Today, the Army has over 600 rotary and
fixed wing aircraft and over 700 unmanned
aircraft conducting combat operations in
support of OIF and OEF, Soldiers from both
the active and reserve components have
contributed significantly to these operations.

The Army is continuing to apply the
many lessons learned in more than four
years of sustained combat to prepare our air-
craft and aircrews for combat operations in
one of the harshest environments on our
planet.

One of our most successful programs,
aviation’s Reset/Preset program, has result-
ed in increased savings and a 20 percent
increase in operational readiness rates.

Thanks to MG Jim Pillsbury, AMCOM’s
commanding general, and COL Ray
Woolery, the product manager for Reset, for
a highly successful effort on Reset/Preset.

The Army operates more than 91 percent
of all the unmanned aircraft supporting
operations in OEF and OIF, accumulating
more than 96,000 hours in the skies of Irag
and Afghanistan,

These systems have proliferated at a
tremendous rate in the past two years, pro-
viding ground combat commanders with
exceptional situational understanding and
awareness within their battlespace.
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= From the Aviation Branch Chiel J== —

Today, the infantry platoon leader can
see what is on the other side of a build-
ing without putting his Soldiers at risk;
and can track, target and engage the
enemy if necessary because of manned
and unmanned teaming.

This is a great success story — letling
unmanned aircraft systems, in concert
with our manned ground and air plat-
forms, do the dangerous jobs to protect
our Soldiers to fight another day.

In order to sustain this critical support
to the warfighter, Army Aviation must
continue to transform, modernize and station its units to
ensure a modular, sustainable, deployable and lethal force
that can project and execute the broad range of missions at
home and abroad.

We are modernizing and transforming the current avia-
tion force to reduce maintenance costs, increase surviv-
ability, improve readiness rates and ensure that aviation
continues to be a relevant member of the joint force's
response to full spectrum military operations,

It is impossible to quantify how many lives were saved
by the combined effects of those one million combat flight
hours, but rest assured that this significant contribution is
recognized and appreciated from our fellow Soldiers,
Army leadership and the joint force, and throughout our
nation's leadership.

The facility dedication plague henoring Fortenberry and Colton in
the new fitness center.

Fortenberry-Colton Physical Fitness Center

The new state-of-the-art physical fitness center (PFC)
was recently dedicated at Fort Rucker in memory of CW3
Chuck Fortenberry and CW2 Shane Colton, from the 1st
Bn., 227th Avn. Regt. (Attack), 1st Cavalry Division.

ARMY AVIATION

The memory of
these two men and

their great sacrifice
will live forever
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In a fitting tribute to these great
Soldiers, Vice Chief of Staff of the
Army GEN Dick Cody led the
Dec. 9 ceremony,

The opening was attended by
family members, former comman-
ders and comrades, as well as a
large contingent of local commu-
nity leaders and members.

Fortenberry and Colton's actions
on Easter Sunday, April 11, 2004,
coming to the rescue of 29
Soldiers from the 706th Transpor-
tation Company in a convoy from the Baghdad Inter-
national Airport to Fallujah, will live as a testimony of
physical courage and the Warrior Ethos.

While completing refuel, Fortenberry and Colton, call-
sign Bear-Trap 36, and their wingman overheard a distress
call on the Sheriff frequency from a unit in contact. The
call came from SSG Robert Williamson, the convoy com-
mander.

Williamson’s convoy was trapped in what the combat-
tested group of Soldiers would later call,.."the worst
ambush they had ever seen or heard of,” and were desper-
ate for relief.

The 706th was caught in what was eventually deter-
mined to be a “mile long kill zone.”

“Everywhere the Apaches flew, the fire stopped. If they
were over an area, people had their heads down and
weren’t shooting at us,” said SSG Rowe, the 2nd Squad
Leader.

The covering fire from the Apaches could not have
come at a better time. While watching the Apaches oper-
ate, the Soldiers were filled with hope.

Despite repeatedly receiving direct enemy fire from ele-
ments on the ground, Bear-Trap 36 continued to maneuver
in order to cover the ground forces in contact.

During the course of the engagements, their aircraft
received a direct hit by a surface to air missile that was
later determined to be part of an air defense artillery
ambush. Both pilots selflessly gave their lives to save
those on the ground.

By the end of the day, all six fuel tankers had been dis-
abled, five Soldiers had been evacuated and 13 drove their
vehicles back despite their wounds. It was apparent to the
706th Soldiers that the toll would have been much higher
if not for the sacrifice of Chuck and Shane.

“Those Apaches saved our lives, no question about it,”
S55G Lemay said.

The Apaches arrived at the ambush site at the most erit-
ical point of the engagement. The soldiers of 706th were
down to their last magazines; the enemy fire was increas-
ing and becoming more and more accurate.

SSG Williamson stated, *When | heard the Apaches, all
I could think of was “Thank God! 1 am going to live.™

The memory of these two men and their great sacrifice
will live forever as all Aviation advanced individual train-
ing Soldiers, Army warrant officer candidates, and other
patrons use the Fortenberry-Colton PFC.

FEBRUARY 28, 2006



| UH-145: MADE EOR THE MISSION

With its combination of superior
performance, unmatched mission
flexibility, and the most
experienced manufacturing and
logistics team in the industry, the
UH-145 is the best solution for the
U.S. Army's new Light Utility
Helicopter.

Performance. Experience: Value.
The American-built UH-145;
Made for the Missian.

Visit www.uh-145.com
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I‘mm the Aviation Branch ﬂhic!

CWO (later Captain), Hugh Thompson, (Ret.), second from left, was
the man who stopped the My Lal massacre. After his induction into
the AAAA Hall of Fame, Hugh is pictured from left to right with Larry
Colburn, his deorgunner for the mission, Pete Lutz of the AAAR
convention staff, and Dale Mott and John Wintergreen, two of his
door gunners for other missions.

Hugh Thompson, Jr. Dies

Army Aviation lost one of our Hall of Fame members
January 6, when retired CPT Hugh Thompson, Jr. died of
cancer.

Hugh's heroic actions at My Lai became the foundation
for physical courage and ethical training programs
thoughout each of the service academies and many col-
leges across the nation.

We will miss him.

Continuing to Meet the Nation s Needs

Aviation Soldiers of Task Force Eagle are still doing
great work in Pakistan. They have hauled over 11.5 mil-
lion pounds of relief supplies and flown over 3,200 acci-
dent free hours in less than two months.

The additional crews from the Ist Cavalry and 25th
Infantry divisions completed their deployments and have
returned home.

This mission continues to be a classic demonstration of
the “Expeditionary™ capability of the Army and the agili-
ty, versatility and adaptability of Army Aviation.

There is no question that the rapid response and large
scale commitment by America and our Army to this
tragedy, led by TF Eagle, will have a positive strategic

impact on U.S. and Pakistani relations, as well as percep-
tions throughout the Middle East.

We couldn’t be prouder of TF Eagle Soldiers.

In addition to humanitarian relief efforts around the
globe and fighting the GWOT, we are presetting and reset-
ting aircraft; modernizing, transforming and restationing
Aviation units; standing up the Army’s Unmanned Aerial
Vehicle (UAV) Center of Excellence at Fort Rucker and
the UAV Training Battalion at Fort Huachuca; as well as
conducting continuous improvements in our training and
doctrine efforts.

Each of these requires extensive effort, initiative and
the dedication of Aviation Soldiers across the Branch. It is
essential that we remain focused on the fundamentals that

COURTESY ARMY PHOTO

Army Aviation units are continuing to provide relief to the October
earthquake survivors in Pakistan. Here a CH-47D Chinook from Task
Force Eagle flies a supply mission on Dec. 10, 2005.

have gotten us this far.

We have complete confidence that our Army Aviation
team will continue to successfully meet the needs of our
nation.

“Above the Best!”

EN
BG E.J. Sinclair is the Army Aviation branch chief and the
commanding general of the US. Army Aviation
Warfighting Center and Fort Rucker, Ala.

2006 ARAA ANNUAL CONVENTION

For more information go to our web site: www.quad-a.org
or call AAAR National Office: (203) 268-2450

ARMY AVIATION
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he U.S. Army Aviation Airframe

and Powerplant Certification

Program was developed to offer
our aviation mechanics the opportunity
to obtain a Federal Aviation Admini-
stration (FAA) A&P certification at no
cost to the Soldier.

It also promotes career enhance-
ment and development through
increased overall technical knowledge,
resulting in a more technically diverse,
in depth aircraft maintenance techni-
cian, which benefits the individual and
the Army.

History of the Program

Initiated in 1999, the United States
Army Aviation Warfighting Center
(USAAWC) worked to streamline the
certification process. In Nov., 2002, the
U.S. Army Logistics School was des-
ignated as USAAWC's action lead,

Today, the Army’s A&P program is
sanctioned by Department of Defense
through the Joint Service Aviation
Maintenance Technician Certification
Council, and meets the Federal
Aviation Regulation (FAR) Part 64 eli-
gibility requirements, using the tem-
plate of the FAR Part 147,

A&P Program Eligibility

To enter the program, individuals
must possess one of the following
Aviation Maintenance MOS: 158,
15D, 15F, 15G, 15H, 151, 15K, 15M,
15N, 15R, 158, 15T, 15U, 15V, 15X,
15Y or 15Z.,

To finish the program, individuals
must have completed:

At least 6 years active Federal ser-
vice (time in service) to qualify to
receive the Certificate of Eligibility to
take the A&P certification test.
Currently, criteria are being staffed to
make it a 36 month or 3-year time
remaining in service requirement.

At least 30 months of certified prac-
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Command Sergeant Major Update

The Airframe and Powerplant
Certification Program

By CSM Buford Thomas, Jr.
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Above: SPC Jason Young prac-
lices sheet' metal repalr skills
on a simulated aircraft airframe,
a skill that will help him with
clvilian aircraft malntenance job
opporlunities.
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Charles Spencer and SPC Joel Favre learn In thelr mainte-
nance training on this UH-60 aircraft can earn them an FAA

A&P certification during thelr sarvice.

tical Army aircraft maintenance expe-
rience on airframe and powerplant
systems, Qualified Aviation maintain-
ers will receive credit of MOS resi-
dent training.
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A&P Certificate.Program
Requirements

Individuals can enroll in the pro-
gram through the A&P Portal at:
www.cert-lic.army.mil. Then they must
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complete three computer-based ftrain-
ing courses, seven specialty training
courses and pass on-line testing,

Commandex’s Validation

In order for a Soldier to be validat-
ed by his’her commander the follow-
ing trained test must be verified by
the commander: commander must
ensure the Soldier has completed the
Qualification Training Package, com-
pleted the FAA written exam through
the Defense Activity for Non-
Traditional  Education  Support
(DANTES) at a military education
center, and completed an oral and
practical exam within twenty-four
months of the written exam through
FAA Designated Maintenance Exam-
iner (DME).

Implementation
Milestones

The A&P Program will be intro-
duced into the non-commissioned offi-
cer education system for the Basic and
Advanced NCO courses and in the
Advanced Individual Training courses.

The program will be placed into
FYO08 thru FY13 Program Operation
Memorandum with a $300,000 bud-
get per year.

The validation and certification
process will be on the AKO web por-
tal by the 3rd quarter of FY06, with
the initial operation capabilities in
July 2006.

The first website update will be in
the 1st quarter of FY07,

summary

Through the support of the chain-
of-command at all levels and the
installation education centers, this pro-
gram will provide a great educational
opportunity that will enhance overall
aviation maintenance in the units.

The A&P Program provides the
Soldier with a valuable trade that can
be used upon transition from the
Army back to civilian life,

This program also provides the
Army with an additional recruiting
and retention tool in these times of
high operational tempo and fighting
the Global War on Terrorism.

L)
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CSM Buford Thomas, Jr. is the com-
mand sergeant mafor aof the Aviation
branch at the US. Army Aviation
Warfighting Center, Fort Rucker, Ala.

DEPLOYMENT VALENTINES
Husband and Wife Protect Iraq From Above

Story and photo by SGT Ryan Matson

t the end of the day a lot of married

couples may ask each other how their
day went and what they did that day. In the
case of the Marlins, the answer may be
surprising.

That's because the Martins are both
commanding officers in the Amy, both
Soldiers in the 101st Cbt. Avn. Bde., and
both fiy helicopters.

CPT Elizabeth Martin is commander of
Cao. C, 5th Bn., 101st Avn. Regt., and a
UH-60 Black Hawk pilot.

Her husband, CPT Aaron Martin, com-
mands Troop C, 2nd Sqdn., 17th Cav.
Regl., and flies the OH-580 Kiowa Warrior.

Both are currently serving at different
forward operating bases in Irag.

“| think most people aren'l surprised
that we're both in the military and married,
because if you think about it, it makes bet-
ter sense than somebody trying to main-
tain a chvilian profession with a military pro-
fession and going at it from opposite
ends,” Aaron said

“I think they're more surprised or
impressed with my wife being a female
caplain, commander and pilot in such a
male-dominated profession, they're usual-
ly more taken back by thal,” Aaron said.

They met as young freshman in
January 1895 al Florida Tech, in
Melboume, Fla.  Aaron was enrolled in
lhe Reserve Officer Training Corps and
met Elizabeth when she joined the pro-
gram during both of their second semes-
ters, serving In the same squad.

However, it wasn't love at first sight,
both were dating other people.

The two said their relationship just
developed nalurally and it wasn't unfil their
senior year thal they started daling each
other. Nelther could remember who asked
the other out on their first date.

The pair married following college in

Captains Aaron, left,
Elizal:nath Martin

101st CAB in Iraq.
Here the couple
__spends a rare moment

 together at Forward
Operating Base
Speicher, standing in
front of one of
Elizabeth's combat
tested "Phantom" UH-
60 Black Hawks.

1988 while on Chrisimas leave from their
raspective officer basic courses

"We've been mamied for a litle over
seven years and have spenl about four
years of it apar.” Elizabeth said

Elizabeth said falking o each other is
often a rare occurrence and that they have
only sean each other twice before during
their previous five months in couniry

“Everyone thinks, oh, your spouse is in
couniry, you get to see each other all the
time,” Aaron said. “Most people get to lalk
to their spouses back home every two or
three days.”

But since both are commanding Soldiers
with ongoing missions at different times in
different paris of the country, lalking to
each other on the phone is often difficull to
accomplish, the two said, Inslead, they
raly on e-mail,

“To quote her e-mail, 'lt's easier to gel a
hold of the Pope, than it is for us to gel in
touch with each other!,” Aaron said.

*It's much easier for me to call my par-
ents in the States than it is for me to call
my husband,” Elizabeth added.

Though they spend a lot of lime apar,
boih said they love what they are doing, so
being career military is a possibility

*| think his decision is probably already
sold as far as going career,” Elizabeth
said, “and | love what I'm doing, too, but |
take it one day at a time. | still feel like I'm
making an jmpact and | truly enjoy what
I'm doing.”

The passions the two share, love of the
Army, love of flying and commanding. and
of each other, have made the Marlins a
sirong team, whether together or apart,
SGT Ryan C. Matson is a Public Affairs pho-
tojournalist assigned fo the 101st Combal
Awvialion Brigade in Irag, His story has been
edited from a longer onginal article




Chief Warrant Officer of the Aviation Branch

Putting Mission First

Combining Ranger and Aviator Training

By CWS5 Brent Driggers

Recently 1 was given the opportunity to
fly the Ranger training support mission
with Flight School XXI student aviators.

I am certain many of you may be think-
ing, “Okay Driggers, so what? We have
combat aviation brigades doing the same
daily around the globe.”

For the past few years, our branch has
worked diligently to produce the most
proficient, lethal, relevant and combat ready aviators in
the world.

As of October 2005, all student pilots who begin flight
training at the U.S. Army Aviation Warfighting Center will
be products of the new FSXXI1. But, what does this mean?

Graduating aviators will walk in the door of their com-
bat units requiring minimal time to be progressed to readi-
ness level 1 fully mission qualified.

This training is in line with the Army Force Generation
model, which enhances the Army’s ability to meet emerg-
ing global requirements, fight a war, restructure the force,

and change force manning, equipping and infrastructure
processes.

Training modular forces to produce a “plug and play”
capability required us to change from our older legacy
flight training model and move into the future with
FSXXI, which the branch has done in a superb manner.

Through FSXXI, we produce a combat aviator who has
experienced collective training at the school house prior to
getting to his or her first assignment,

I would like to thank MAJ James Wideman, the 53 oper-
ations officers with the 1st Bn., 212th Avn. Regt., 110th
Avn. Bde., for his contribution to this month’s article.

Always place the Mission First, Never Accept Defea,
Never Quit and Never Leave A Fallen Comrade.

o

CW5 Brent Driggers is the Chief Warrant Officer of the
Aviation Branch assigned at the US. Army Aviation
Warfighting Center, Fort Rucker, Ala. He can be reached
at brent.driggers @ruckerarmy.mil.

Providing Realism in the
Training of Rangers and Pilots

By MAJ James G. Wideman

he 1-212th  “Wings of
TFreedam" Battalion, in con-

Junction with the “Toma-
hawks™ of the 1st Bn., 14th Awn.
Regt., conducts air assault missions
with the 6th Ranger Training Battalion
at Eglin Air Force Base, Fla, every
other month.

Each mission is conducted in a
combined arms environment, using
attack or scout assets to provide
rangers with the support they can
expect to receive on the battlefield
and exposes FSXXI students to the

ARMY AVIATION

intricate details of planning for an air
assault.

Prior to each mission, the units
involved conduct pre-mission plan-
ning that includes an air mission brief
(AMB) and a rehearsal.

The AMB is conducted two days
prior to D-day, and the rehearsal is
conducted the day prior to D-day.
SOP items and operations orders are
utilized during all briefings just as
they are in the field and in combat,

In October 2005, LTC Mark Fassl,
the 1-212th's commander, along with

16

his key staff and company comman-
ders met with their counterparts at the
6th RTB, receiving a briefing on the
Ranger training scenario, and con-
firming that the use of aviation assets
adds immeasurably to the realism of
their training scenarios,

The visit was very educational for
both parties and further enhanced the
working relationship between the
Aviation and Infantry centers.

Recently, the 1-212th has imple-
mented static load training as part of
the mission preparation about § to 10

FEBRUARY 28, 2006



WHEREVER YOU NEED US MOST.

e T et

Freedom, be it in Iraq or anywhere else in the world, does not
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Chief Warrant Officer continued

days prior to the D-day execu-
tion at Eglin AFB,

This helps to make for a
safer lraining environment, so
D-day won’t be the first time
the Ranger students have
boarded a UH-60 aircrafl.

1-212th has also implement-
ed the practice of flving to
Eglin o retrieve the air assault
task force commander or a rep-
resentative to participate in the
AMB, along with conducting
aller-action reviews following
each mission to ensure contin-
ued improvements for future
exercises.

The 1-212th normally con-
ducts the Ranger mission using
two serials of five aircrafl.
Using 10 aircrafl allows each of
the 20 flight students in the
class to have time on the flight con-
trols with Ranger students aboard.

The first period student pilots fly to
Eglin and fly the first portion of the
mission. Then the student pilots swap
out and so the others fly the second

half of the mission and during the
return flight to Fort Rucker,

On D-day, the aircraft depart
Rucker, refueling in Florala, Ala. to
ensure they have enough fuel to
accomplish the mission,

N
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1
Apache
by Boeing,
transmissions
by Purdy,

18

Ranger candidates move quickly to load
a UH-80 Black Hawk from Fort Rucker
flying in support of an air assault exer-
cise as part the Ranger School's training
phase at Eglin Air Force Base, Fla.

They tyvpically carry 100 Ranger
students and cadre per lift, with 10 per
aircraft.

Depending on the size of the
Ranger class, the flight students con-
duct two or three lifts to move the
entire class.

The lift mission is integrated into
the Ranger School scenario as an air
assaull on an objective that is the sus-
pecled location of a key enemy leader.

During the Ranger mission on Dec,
7 both BG E.J. Sinclair and CW3
Brent Driggers. the commanding gen-
eral and the chief’ warrant officer of
the Aviation branch at USAAWC,
participated.

BG Sinclair flew students with
CW4 Chris B. Wheatley, one of the
instructor pilots in the 1-212th.

As a UH-60 standardization pilot,
Driggers flew siudent pilols WOI
Troy M. McMahan and WOI
Mikolay W. Plater-Zvberk.

Both Sinclair and Driggers were
impressed with the evolution of train-
ing from where we have been, lo
where we are, and to the prospects for
the future to include multiple air-
frames in the Rucker fight to support
Army Force Generation. <
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34% lower costs.
(And a lot safer, too!)

Lower cost of fuel, maintenance and parts combined with performance and
world-class support make the MD Explorer® the best choice for the U.S. Army.

It is one thing that we meet all the Army's threshold requirements for the Light Utility Helicopter (LUH) program,
but it is quite another to achieve those while offering savings of 34% on direct operating costs! Data from
independent aviation research firm Conklin & de Decker highlights that the MD Explorer's modern design and
technology will save the U.S. Army between $300 million and $700 million over its competitors during the 20-year
life of the program.That is a 34% savings over the nearest competitor!

The safety record of the MD Explorer is also unprecedented. The modern NOTAR® (no tail rotor) design increases
safety, reduces vibration and dramatically improves maneuverability. Moreover, the crashworthiness of the
MD Explorer, for impacts up to 30Gs at 30 feet per second, is unrivaled. Considering that the MD Explorer offers
all of this and more, and has historic roots in over 50 years of pioneering rotorcraft production, it is undeniable
that the MD Explorer is the best Light Utility Helicopter on paper... and in the air!

*For more information, visit www.luh-explorer.com.

www.luh-explorer.com
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Transforming Army Aviation’s

he Army staff in October 2000 initiated the
development of a comprehensive strategy for
the capabilitics and quantities of Army fixed
wing aircraft required to support the Future
Force. As the Army attempts to reduce the
logistics footprint, there is an increased need
for more capable fixed wing aircraft,

The assumption that ground re-supply will be conduct-
ed for the Future Foree has given way to the realization
that the only reliable solution will be fixed wing aircraft
assigned and responsive to Army commanders.

Joint publications require each service to sustain its own
force through intra-theater support activities, Exact quan-
tities and types of aircraft are yet to be finalized, but the
value to combatant commanders is readily apparent.

Fixed Wing Transformation

The United States Army currently operates approxi-
mately 300 fixed wing aircraft to meet a wide variety of
missions. In the future, fixed wing air-

craft will be assigned to one of three
categories of service unique missions,
The categories are: (1) intelligence
or Special Electronic Mission Aircrafi
(SEMA), (2) personnel movement or
Future Utility Aircraft (FUA), and (3)

cargo or Future Cargo Aircraft (FCA) requirements,

The Army’s strategy is to transform the fixed wing fleet
from a utility centric activity to cargo centric activity.
Ultimately all aircrafi will have worldwide operational
capabilities including the use of Global Air Traffic
Management (GATM) and Aircraft Survivability Equip-
ment (ASE) packages.

The change in vision along with the modernization of

UPDATE
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Fixed Wing Fleet

for the Future Force

By LTC Keith Brown and John Caraway

equipment necessitates a three-fold
approach to transforming the current
fleet of aging aircraft into the low
profile and easily sustained fleet of
the 21st Century,

This three-fold approach includes
replacement of the oldest aircraft
that are facing obsolescence issues,
modernizing the newer aircraft to comply with regulatory
and safety requirements, and divesting the fleet of aircraft
that are not validated requirements of the future.

The C-37 is a military
version of the
Gulfstream V and pro-
vides transcontinental
airlift support for
military and govern-
ment officials.

Aerlal Common Sensor - Intelligence

The Army"s plan for transforming the intelligence air-
craft involves an integration of both the Guardrail
Common Sensor (GRCS) and Airborne Reconnaissance
Low (ARL) onto a single platform designated Aerial
Common Sensor (ACS).

ACS will be delayed until completion of a Joint
Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance (ISR)
study. The Army and Navy, in coordination with the Air
Force, the Joint Staff, the Under Secretary of Defense for
Intelligence, and Director for Program Analysis and
Evaluation, will conduct a study of joint multi-intelligence
airborne ISR needs, focusing on tradeoffs among manned
and unmanned airborne platforms and how those tradeoffs
translate into requirements for recapitalizing the ARL,
GRCS, EP-3 and Rivet Joint aircraft fleets.

In addition, the study should identify any resources
beyond the FY 2006 President’s Budget program of record
to sustain ARL, GRCS and EP-3 aircraft until they can be
replaced. The report should be complete by July 31, 2006,

Future Utllity Aircraft - Personnel Movement

An ever increasing role in the Army fleet is the need for
coast-to-coast transoceanic and inter-theater transport for
high priority personnel.

The C-37A/B provides global command and control to
senior leadership for flights up to 5,500 NM. The C-37 is
equipped with a state-of-the-art avionics system, including
an Enhanced Vision System (EVS), Enhanced Ground
Proximity Warning System (EGPWS) and Microwave
Landing System (MLS).

These features combined with lower operating and
maintenance costs make the C-37 an excellent aircralt for
many Department of Defense and high ranking federal and
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CHOCK [T UP TO FIELD EXPERIENCE.

Since 1975, the U.S. Amy has looked to VT Miltope for the most dependable ruggedized computer hardware and systems, Now the versatile new
T5C-760M ruged laptop has been selected as the first choica for four vital programs: it is the computer platform for the Blue Force Tracking - Awiation
[BFT-A), the Army’s Aviation Mission Planning System (AMPS), the U.S. Army PM TMDE’s Maintenance Support Device (MSD), and the Amy Aitbome
Command & Control System (A2C25). With increasing needs for mability and ruggedization, the Army can continue to count on VT Mitope for the next
generation of wireless compact technologies designed and built to the toughest standards in the industry. A rugged laptop chock-full of capabilities. You
can resch us by telephona at (800) MILTOPE or onling atl www.miltope.com.
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leﬂd WII'Ig Fle'et Continued

state government officials.

The remaining utility fleet is comprised of C-12, C-26,
and UC-35 aircraft. As the national and international air-
space infrastructure transforms from ground based to
satellite navigation, from analog to digital communica-
tions, and from radar to digital surveillance, the FWPMO
is upgrading this fleet to maintain access to airspace and
remain deployable world-wide.

The aircraft are being modernized with digital state-of-
the-art, commercial-off-the-shelf systems. They will be
fully integrated with glass cockpits and an open architec-
ture that is easily upgradeable for future requirements.

As these aircraft reach the end of their expected life, the
FWPMO will evaluate follow-on potential Future Utility
Aircraft (FUA) to fill this needed requirement. Serious
FUA concept development will not begin until FCA is
beyond Low Rate Initial Production (LRIP) and is in full
production,

= iy
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FCA will be a reliable, larger, faster, higher flying, off-
the-shelf airframe that can conduct the tactical missions of
resupply, medical evacuation, troop movement, air drop
and humanitarian aid under the harshest field conditions,

The Army anticipates being on contract for the new FCA
in fiscal year 2007 and to be fully operational by FY 10.

Pikot, Cogelod & Load Masier Tesnng

The Future Cargo Aircraft will be a multi-mission asset for Army aviation.

Future Cargo Alrcraft

The Future Cargo Aircraft (FCA) will replace aging C-
12, C-23 and C-26 aircraft. FCA will be mission tai-
lorable and rapidly reconfigurable to perform a variety of
intra-theater logistical support missions.

Normally this aircralt will be designated to transport
supplies and repair parts/major assemblies. In the Future
Force, the Army must have dedicated intra-theater support
aircraft that are designed to meel the needs of Army, corps,
division and brigade combat team commanders.

FCA allows critical resupply to be pushed forward to
the combatant commander by providing the capability to
by-pass traditional points of entry and staging bases. These
non-traditional intra-theater distribution nodes will sup-
port on-demand performance based and focused logistics.

Since these aircraft will be smaller than a C-130 and
will be able to land on unimproved, short surfaces (key
capability gap for the current force), they will rapidly
respond to the changing phases of any operation,

ARMY AVIATION
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The multi-capability Future Cargo Aircraft will greatly support the
ground commander's warfight ability.

The Future

The contributions of Army fixed wing aviation will be
to operate in military, civilian and foreign controlled air-
space as an enabler to the Future Force.

Army fixed wing aircraft will enhance the responsive-
ness and reach of the Future Force with greater speeds and
longer ranges than is capable with just rotary wing aircraft,

Army SEMA fixed wing aircraft contribute to the
lethality and survivability of the Future Force by provid-
ing commanders with real time critical intelligence and
targeting information,

Fixed wing aircraft rapidly transport key personnel
within their respective theaters of operation and/or battle-
field areas, provide them with current situational aware-
ness updates en-route and insert them into the fight.

Army fixed wing aircraft will contribute to the agility
and versatility of the Future Force by the transport of long-
range surveillance and widely dispersed special operations
teams and by the delivery of time sensitive and mission
critical supply items needed to continue the warfight at
any level of conflict.

In addition, as the Future Force attempts to reduce its
logistics footprint, fixed wing aircraft will support the
Commander by moving time-sensitive and mission-criti-
cal supply items to forward deployed units.

L, )
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LTC Keith Brown is the product manager for the Fixed Wing
Product Office and My: John Caraway is the acting product
director for the Future Cargo Aiveraft with the Program
Executive Office for Aviation, Redstone Arsenal, Ala.
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When the situation demands a closer look, its time to call in Fire Scoul, A fully autonomous system,
Fire Scout gives battlefield commanders unprecedented surveillance, reconnaissance and targeting

information in real time. Able to take off and land vertically, Fire Scout can carry more than 600
pounds of payload including electro-optical and infrared sensors, as well as a laser designator/

rangefinder. Flying up to 15,000 feet, for 7 hours, Fire Scout is a survivable force multiplier. It's another
way that Northrop Grumman is helping the military expand its horizons.

NORTHROP GRUMMAN
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By LTC Michael R. Switzer

he Kiowa Warrior continues to provide superb
support to the Global War on Terrorism as an
agile, capable and responsive reconnaissance and
attack helicopter platform.
The fleet has surpassed
185,000 flight hours in Operations
Iragi Freedom and Enduring Free-
dom while attaining over one mil-
lion flight hours for its lifetime.
The OH-58D Kiowa Warrior orig-
inated from the Army’s Helicopter
Improvement Program (AHIP) and
first flew in October 1983 and began
fielding in September 1995, The
armed version of the helicopter was
first fielded in the early 1990’s and
the last unit fielded was the 1st Bn,,
25th Awvn. Regt. at Schofield
Barracks, Hawaii in December 1999,
Today, the Product Management
Office endeavors to keep the Kiowa
Warrior ready, relevant, and trans-
forming in support of Mational
Command Authority missions and
global commitments while the Army fields the Armed
Reconnaissance Helicopter (ARH) projected through 2014,

Safety Enhancement Program

Deespite being in the Operations and Support (sustain-
ment) phase of the life cycle, we continue to modify
approximately two aircraft per month as part of the Safety

ARMY AVIATION

The Scout Attack PHD is working many initia-
tives for the OH-58D Kiowa Warrior including
reducing aircraft weight and enhancing safety.
Here SPC Andrew Heath loads a rocket pod on
a 1st Sqdn., 17th Cav. Regt. KW for a combat
patral on Oct. 28, 2005,
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A 42nd Inf. Div. Soldier watches
as an OH-580 Kiowa Warrior from
1:17th Cav. destroys an enemy
weapons cache near the town of
Ad Duluiyah in Iraq June 23, 2005.

Enhancement Program (SEP) at Bell Helicopter Textron,
Inc. facilities.

We have just recently delivered aircraft number 248 of
304 projected through Febrouary 2009,

We are in negotiations with Bell for the final two lots of
aircraft that will complete the planned modification.

The SEP modifications include
installing a Rolls Royce C30R/3
engine with a full authority digi-
tal electronic control (FADEC),
an improved master control sys-
tem processor unit (IMCPL), an
improved data modem (IDM —
304), an improved single chan-
nel ground/air radio system
(SINCGARS-SIP), crashworthy
seats, and a cockpit air bag sys-
tem (CABS),

We are currently fielding the
4th Squadron, 6th Air Cavalry
Regt. at Fort Lewis, Wash. and
plan to finish the eighth and
final unit of the 4th Sqdn., 278th
Armor Cavalry Regt., which
will become the 1st Sqdn., 230th
Air Cavalry Rept. of the
Tennessee Army National Guard in February 2009,

KW Digltization

The Kiowa Warrior continues setting the standard
when it comes to the Army Digitization Program. Today,
the Army command and control networks are an integral
part of interoperability and Software Blocking is a key
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for aviation platforms.

Presently the CDS-4 aircraft are being upgraded to the
Software Blocking 1 standard and the Kiowa Warrior
remains one of the most interoperable platforms within the
Army.

Work continues with Software Blocking 11 and we
anticipate being able to communicate more digital mes-
sages over the tactical internet than any other air or ground
platform. Both the SEP modified and non-SEP aircraft are
equipped or are being equipped prior to
operational deployment with either a
two-way Blue Force Tracking System
(BFT — SEP) or a one-way system with
non-SEP modified aircraft.

The Improved Master Controller
Processor Unit (IMCPU) allows the KW
to remain relevant on interoperability
with other digital systems by CDS-4
Phase IIB Software and the new 304
improved data modem.

Digitization efforts also include work
on upgrading the PCMCIA card based
Data Transfer System with a fourth slot
allowing for increased mission recording
capability which allows us to save weight
and improve performance over the old
Hi-Bmm recording system in previous
versions of the helicopter.

Another digitization effort ongoing is
the AN/APX-118 transponder which has
Mode-S capability to allow the aircraft to
be able to operate in the European theater, which requires
Mode-S by 2009,

Lightening the Load

Another major effort for the KW has been the weight
reduction effort for the aircraft. This effort began in 1999
under the Pentagon’s Commercial Operations and Support
(0&S) Cost Savings Initiative (COSSI).

The product office teamed with the Aviation Applied
Technology Directorate at Fort Eustis, Va., and with the
EFW Corporation in Fort Worth, Texas, to develop lighter,
more reliable aircraft systems. Today we are receiving the
funding to start the efforts and field new lightweight multi-
functional color displays and the ALKAN bomb rack.

The COSSI and other Life Cycle Management Command
(LCMC) team efforts have also removed nearly 77 pounds
of unnecessary equipment and facilitated a strip and paint
program that also yields significant weight savings.

In all, these efforts have taken approximately 219
pounds off each aircraft in the last 7 years.

Other weight reduction efforts from this initiative will
likely only be seen on the aircraft planned to replace the
OH-58D.,

These include lighter weight Hellfire launchers, an infrared
(IR) heat exhaust diffuser eliminating the need for an ALQ-
144, and perhaps a newer .50 caliber gun system to replace
the aging XM296 (M2) system.

Thermal Infrared Sensor Upgrade

Obsolescence Management of the first Army digitized

Seats

Cockpit Airbags
System (CABS)

Crash Attenuating

New SINCGARS/SIP &
Improved Data Modem

status and availability change very frequently.

Modemization through spares is one effective method the
Scout Attack LCMC team has managed to have limited sue-
cess. One such item is the fielding through spares replace-
ment of a new thermal infrared sensor upgrade (TISU) for
the mast mounted sight (MMS) system.

The new TISU is mid-wave (3-5 micron) IR detector with
a staring array versus the original system which is a long
wave (8-12 microns) scanning array.

Safety Enhancement Program (SEP)

Full Authority Digital
Electronic Control
- (FADEC) C30R/3 Engine -

Aviation Mission Planning
AMPS MILTOPE

Video Image
Crosslink (VIXL)

=
Poh—\>

Data Transfer
Cartridge/ PC-DTS

Improved Master Controller
Processor Unit (IMCPLU)

In addition to planned O&S cost  The SEP package pro-
savings, the TISU has greater oper-  vides multiple
ational performance than its prede-  improvements to the
CESS0r, OH-580 helicopters.

Additionally, another obsoles-
cence management strategy has
been life of type buys of electronic
components as these are generally much more cost effec-
tive than a part and component redesign.

For the Future

As Army Aviation continues to transform and transition
from the current force to the future force, Kiowa Warrior
will need to remain relevant and ready.

The initiatives above and others that the Life Cycle
Management Team are addressing everyday will enable
the KW fleet to effectively respond to the nation's needs
and to operate effectively on the modern battlefield as it
has since 1985,

The abilities and expertise of the LCMC team allows
the Kiowa Warrior to continue being a deployable, reli-
able, versatile and lethal member of the combined arms
team and will continue to make a significant difference in
Army operations in Iraq and around the world until its ulti-
mate replacement by the ARH in FY2014,

e ol —= - —_

LTC Michael R. Switzer is the product manager for the
Scout Attack Helicopters Office with the Program
Manager for Aviation Systems, Program Executive Office

helicopter is quite a task today as vendors and components  for Aviation, Redstone Arsenal, Ala.
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Soldier Focused Loglstics (SFL) will help to improve system availability and readiness,
continuous performance improvements, reduce operations and support cost, integrate

life cycle management, and ultimately reduce the burden on aviation maintainers.
PHOTO COURTESY THE BOEING COMPANY
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UPDATE

By COL William T. Crosby
and MAJ Gerald L. Dwyer

continues to provide excep-

- tional capability to the

warfighters who employ the Chinook.

Whether at war or peace, the Chinook
is there to support our mission.

The Cargo Project Managers
Office, along with the many other
dedicated members of Team Chinook,
continues to improve and sustain the
CH-47D fleet, and is well on its way
to fielding the most capable cargo
helicopter in history, the CH-47F.

The Program Manager (PM) Cargo
team operates with a total focus on
one primary goal; reducing the bur-
den on the Soldier, Our Soldiers
depend upon the Chinook as a critical
combat, combat support and combat
service support asset.

This past year they continued to
employ the Chinook in Operation
Iragi Freedom, civil support missions
during Hurricane Katrina Relief,
earthquake reliel operations in
Pakistan, and in anti-terrorism opera-
tions in Afghanistan and around the
world.

The team supports the Soldiers
through three prime initiatives: field
the CH-47F, develop and integrate
improvements to the CH-47D that are
compatible with the CH-47F, and sus-
tain and maintain the existing fleet
through an integrated and proactive
approach.

r I"‘I,hc Cargo Helicopter program

Newest Chinook Model
The latest model of the Chinook, the
CH-47F, continues testing and qualifi-
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cation with the integration of the com-
mon avionics architecture system (or
CAAS) digital cockpit and the Digital
Advanced Flight Control System
{DAFCS) this year, and is on track for
First Unit Equipped by May 2007,

Soldier Focused Logisties

Until that date, the CH-47D fleet is
benefiting from an innovative pro-
gram known as Cargo Helicopter
Soldier Focused Logistics (SFL).

SFL is the transformation program
implemented to provide unparalleled
weapon system support that off-loads
the Soldiers, meets the Army logistics
transformation goals, and affords the
warfighter an unprecedented capabili-
ty to manage their combat systems
and accurately predict a true “Go-to-
War™ capability.

The focus of this effort is improved
system availability and readiness,
continuous performance improve-
ments, reduced operations and sup-
port cost, truly integrated life cycle
management, and ultimately the
reduction of the burden on the
Soldiers.

In October 2004, Redstone Arsenal
was designated as the Army’s first
Life-Cycle Management Command
(LCMC). The intent of LCMC is to
better integrate Army acquisition,
logistics and technology efforts under
integrated weapon system organiza-
tions, or SFL teams.

PM Cargo was the originator of the
SFL concept and was the first organi-
zation to undergo transformation to
the SFL integrated approach.

TYPICAL CHINOOK DIGITAL SOURCE
COLLECTION SYSTEMS INSTALLATION

RT&B

Optical Blade
Tracker
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ET&B
Accelerometers

Digital source collection (DSC) systems and the health and usage monitoring systems (HUMS)
are key enablers for the automated collection of data to facilitate conditlon based maintenance.

The success of the PM Cargo SFL
team serves as the model for all future
SFL teams within the Program
Executive Office for Aviation,

The total implementation of the SFL
concept encompasses all aspects of
fleet support and multiple independent
projects that enable synergistic man-
agement of fleet assets and operations,

In addition to a major reorganiza-
tion and collocation of personnel so
that “all who touch” the Chinook heli-
copter are now in one location and
under operational control of the PM,
as the major logistics systems that
provide asset visibility, analytical
capability, and collection and trans-
mission of fleet data are also being
replaced or enhanced.

Focused on fielding and support of
the warfighter, Chinook operations
are successfully transforming under
SFL with no disruption of support to
the Soldiers and the Army.

Caﬁu War Room
& Operations Center

To facilitate this complex transfor-
mation and integration of people,
processes, software and hardware, in
February 2005 PM Cargo developed a
detailed concept of operations, identi-
fying major milestones and decision
points, and assigned a priority of
effort to each phase,

A large part of the transformation
involved the organizational restruc-
turing of the PM Cargo Office encom-
passing more than 300 people and
included elements of the Integrated
Material  Management  Center
(IMMC), the Security Assistance
Management Directorate (SAMD),
the Aviation Engineering Directorate
(AED), and the Acquisition Center.

The reorganization efforts under
LCMC synchronized and provided
synergy of effort to support and sustain
the combat power of the CH-47 fleet.

A PM Cargo War Room and Oper-

The Cargo PM has three prime initiatives:
field the CH-47F, develop and integrate
improvements to the CH-47D that are com-
patible with the CH-47F, and sustain and
maintain the existing fleet through an inte-
grated and proactive approach.

PHOTD COURTESY THE BOEING COMPAMNY
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The Cargo Project Managers Office has transformed to better

serve the warfighter. During the 2005 hurricane season, Chinook
helicopters provided critical heavy lift support to the Gulf Coast
reglon. Here a CH-47 takes off from Ellington Field, Texas on Sept.
25 to deliver food and water to people affected by Hurricane Rita.

ations Center was established in March
2005, utilizing existing resources and
personnel to coordinate, both internal-
ly and externally, all of the SFL initia-
tives and day-to-day operations of the
new organizational structure,

The War Room is used for PM
Cargo leadership to review fleet
issues and trends, examine pertinent
data, war-game options, and make
decisions or recommendations as
appropriate.

The Operations Center coordinates
issue resolution and taskings, defines
web-based capabilities of the War
Room, monitors and updates PM
Cargo metrics, and is the means to
implement overall SFL integration.

The Cargo War Room is the center-
piece of the new organizational struc-
ture and is currently being replicated
for use by other PMs within PEO
Aviation.

Meeting CBM Objectives

An integral part of the overall SFL
concept is the Platform Maintenance
Environment (PME), an automatic
information system (AIS) that will
collect real-time maintenance data at
the aircrafl, feed that data into a rela-
tional database, then facilitate access
to the database for fleet management,
which could then be simultaneously
available to all stakeholders in a
shared data environment.

Digital source collection (DSC) sys-
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tems and the health and usage monitor-
ing systems (HUMS) are key enablers
for the automated collection of this data,

PM Cargo continues to support the
risk reduction and demonstration
efforts of these systems with the goal
of obtaining the data necessary for
accurate fleet management and
toward our ultimate goal of condition
based maintenance or CBM.

The innovative efforts of the
Chinook Team have resulted in suc-
cessful development and fielding of a
number of component systems that,
taken together, provide a strong basis
for the future of SFL. An example of
this effort is unique identification
(UID} compliant parts marking.

This initiative complies with DOD
UID policy, identifies strategies for
legacy and new weapon system mark-
ing, and supports tracking of assets,
maintenance, and configuration
through wvarious marking technolo-
gies. As of December over 7,000 CH-
47 parts are marked.

By tracking these parts through the
PME, warfighters from the unit pro-
duction control clerk to the fleet item
manager can have near real time visi-
bility of the status and location of crit-
ical parts.

Summary

The PM Cargo team improves the
Army’s fleet management capability
for Army aviation through the imple-
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mentation of the SFL initiative,

The concepts of transforming fleet
sustainment and maintenance man-
agement by re-engineering business
processes through SFL enable the
PM, as well as item managers, engi-
neering and the user to use timely
field support data and ease the
Soldier’s work load.

The innovative approaches to SFL
implementation have provided Army
leadership an alternative to the current
maintenance management processes
for Army aviation while continuing to
greatly exceed the required level of
support to the program and the
Soldiers.

The PM Cargo SFL team is able to
provide increased support to the
warfighter, {rom assistance in deploy-
ments, to locating hard to find trans-
portation equipment, to expediting
parts.

The Army Chinook Program, PEO-
Aviation and the Aviation and Missile
Command are successfully transition-
ing to Soldier Focused Logistics.

ol

COL Willigmm T. Croshy is the project
manager for Cargo Helicopters and
MAJ Gerald L. Dwyer is the assistant
project manager and the Joint Heavy
Lift Program Integrator in the Office
af the Project Manager for Cargo
Helicapters, Program Executive Office
Sor Aviation, Redstone Arsenal, Ala,
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SITUATION REPORT

The Armed Reconnaissance

By COL Mark Hayes and LTC Neil Thurgood

The Army’s Armed Reconnaissanee Helicopter (ARH)
continues to emerge from concept to reality, A great deal
of work has been accomplished at a heretofore unprece-
dented pace to get the ARH's capabilities into the hands
of the warfighter.

The July 2005 Milestone-B decision and the sub-
sequent ARH contract award
placed this program on the
path to success and the
Army will realize lan-
gible results in fiscal
year 2006 to meetl
its requirement to have an ARH first
unit equipped (FUE) by the 4th
quarter of FY2008.

The TRADOC Systems
Manager for Reconnaissance
and Attack (TSM-R/A) and the
ARH Program Management
Office (PMO) remain on synchro-
nized paths to execute what many in the
process have said, “Couldn’t be done.”

Critical to the success has been the integrated
team approach across a large span of interests, not enly
those of the TSM-R/A and the PMO’s,

UPDATE

Vertical and Horizontal Support

We are incredibly fortunate to have unwavering sup-
port from the Army's senior leadership and headquarters
staff, the Joint Staff, the Office of the Secretary of
Defense (OSD), the Program Executive Officer for
Aviation, the Army Aviation Warfighting Center and our
indusiry partners to name just a few.

Many other people and agencies contribute in their own
mission areas as well and the ultimate beneficiary is the
ARH Soldier and crewmember.

We are deeply indebted to all who help to take this pro-
gram from concept to reality.

The efforts by all those mentioned above have been
impressive and well documented. But as the saying goes,
“That is all history, what have you done for me lately?”
The truth of the matter is... Much!

FY2006 comes with very tangible progress on the road
to FUE. Here are some of the actions many of you may
not be aware of, but are critical events to bring the vision
of ARH to fruition.

Building the ARH Cadre

Supported by the leadership at the Army’s Human
Resources Command, the first six ARH warfighters were
assigned to the TSM-R/A this year.

This initial group of experienced Soldiers will eventu-
ally serve as the core members of the FUE squadron.

ARMY AVIATION

These Fielding Support Augmentees (FSA) currently
consists of one branch qualified and combat-tested cap-
tain, one standardization instructor pilot, one ARH main-
tenance test pilot, and three non-commissioned officers in
the rank of SFC (E-T) representing the 15J, 15K and 155
career fields.

They are the first of a total of 22 FSAs to be assigned
to the TSM-R/A over the next 18 to 24 months.

Their efforts are the key to getting the systems
desizned properly and to focus all of our efforts to make
sure the ARH meets the combat capability requirements
and is supportable and sustainable by the Soldier.

This highly capable group is fully engaged in day to
day planning and decision making in every area of ARH
development. They are quite literally designing and test-
ing the system they will deploy to combat with,

R Major Team Effort

The on-going focus that will be sustained through the
coming months for the FSA and PMO is executing the
program through the Integrated Process Teams or IPT.

These IPT cover training, sustainability, supportability,
design/development of the crew station, development of
the training devices, and writing changes to doctrine or
the tactics, techniques and procedures to name just a few.

This includes the building of the first four System
Design and Development (SDD) aircraft, which is in
progress.
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The TSM-R/A & PMO team will assist Bell Helicopter
in down selecting the sensor, which will be developed for
the production version of the ARH.

The Next Milestone

As FY2006 winds down, the TSM/PMO team will
undergo final preparations for the Limited User Test
(LUT). The current plan is to conduct the ARH LUT this
August,

The FSA will play a critical role in the LUT, ensuring
the progress of the ARH program is meeting warfighting
requirements.

The LUT will inform the Army’s leadership on the sta-
tus of the aircraft’s development and be the trigger to go
back to OSD to ask for the Milestone-C decision.

Approval of the MS-C allows the Army to commit to
the low-rate initial production of the Armed Reconnais-
sance Helicopter.

Summary

A look back on all of the actions accomplished thus far
reminds us that the ARH program has shown that the
Army’s acquisition process can be responsive to the needs
of the warfighter.

The key to making all of this happen is continued sup-
port from across the Army, OSD and industry, while
applying the personal and financial resources to keep us
moving forward.

So, when we are asked what have we accomplished in
getting the ARH fielded to the Warfighter? We can sim-
ply reply, “Much!™

ARH has a great deal yet to accomplish, but with your
continued support, we will achieve success.

i

COL Mark Hayes is the Training and Doctrine Command s
Spstem Manager for Reconnaissance and Aitack at the U.S.
Army Aviation Warfighting Center, Fort Rucker, Ala. LTC
Neil Thurgood is the program manager for the Armed
Reconnaissance Helicopter, Program Executive Office for
Aviation, Redstone Arsenal, Ala.
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An artist design concept of how the ARH will look. It's the First
Unit Equipped Fielding Support Augmentee Squadron who will be
responsible for getting the systems designed properly and to
focus all efforts to ensure the ARH meets the combat capability
requirements and can be supported and sustained by Soldiers,
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PM-ARH and TSM-R/A are working closely with Bell Helicopter
to quickly bring the Armed Reconnaissance Helicopter from
concept to fielding for Army Aviation warfighters.
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Currently four ARH aircraft are in production at Bell's XWorX
facility in Arlington, Texas. Here a sheet metal craftsman works
on the fuselage of the second ARH on Jan. 6.
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Utility Helicopters

PM HARDWARE

UPDATE

ince LTC Chip Lunn and
MAJ Courtney Cote updal-
ed the Army Aviation mag-
azine last year, four new
UH-60M prototypes have
rolled off the assembly
line; we have accepted 26 new UH-
60L and HH-60L aircraft, and 27
recapitalized UH-60A aircraft have
been sent back to units.

We have modified 572 airframes
with critical combat components and
subsystems. Moreover, our fill of util-
ity helicopter spares hit an all time
high Army-wide; our distribution of
special tools, sets, kits and outfits is
approaching 100 percent; and our cus-
tomer wait time for critical parts 1s
now at a historic low.

_

By COL Cory W. Mahanna

We have fielded sophisticated fleet
management products that are today
reporting aircrafi status and project-
ing future needs.

The LUH proposal response from
industry is now under evaluation.

Our Army has modernized our tac-
tics, techniques and procedures, and it
has called more and more on Army
Aviation for combat, combat support
and combat service support missions.

Additionally, we have been com-
mitted to stability and support opera-
tions throughout the world and in our
own nation.

Although we have always deliv-
ered, it is clear that even more will be
asked of us in the future.
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PROGRAM UPDATE

A Life Cycle Focus

Mr. Paul Bogosian, the Program
Executive Officer for Aviation, task-
organized the Program Executive
Office for combat, moving away from
an acquisition specific focus to a fully
functional Life Cycle Management
operation.

Under this concept, the Utility
Helicopter Project Officer (UHPO)

The Utility Helicopter Project Office sup-
ports the Army's Black Hawk fleet around
the world. Here two UH-60 helicopters from
the 1st Bn., 228th Avn. Regt., based at Soto
Cano Air Base in Honduras land at the air-
port in Barahona, Dominican Republic dur-
ing a support mission for the U.5. Army
South. Army PHOTO BY KAYE RICHEY

" PHOTO BY 5FC REGINALD ROGERS
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has developed a balanced approach
featuring new fleet acquisition and
extensive service life and performance
enhancements of our current fleet.

Next Generatlon Black Hawk
Our acquisition of the world’s fore-
most utility helicopter, the UH-60M,
is now underway. We remain on target
to procure 1227 new UH-60Ms,

Utility Hellcopters contineq

Integrated Vehicle Health Management
System to provide the data needed for
condition based maintenance,

The MEDEVAC mission equipment
package (MEP) for the UH-60M is
now in production as well. This state-
of-the-art package will feature capabil-
ities equaling that of fully equipped
emergency rooms, including a vastly
improved patient oxygen system.

The UH-60M Upgrade Program,
which completed its preliminary

Paul Bogosian, the Program Executive
Officer for Aviation, prepares to climb into
the cockpit pilot station of the new UH-
GOM Black Hawk for a demonstration
flight on Dec. 16.

Status on LUH

The Light Utility Helicopter (LUH}
Product Office has received industry
responses to the request-for-proposal
the Army issued in 2005. The Product
team is reviewing these in a competi-
tive selection process.

I anticipate a source selection per-
formance demonstration in early
2006, followed by a Milestone-C
decision brief in the Pentagon.

My goal is to award a contract for
322 LUH aircraft in fiscal year 2006.

700 Serles Engines

We have made great progress with
the T-700 line of engines. Our conver-
sion of the re-build line to a 701D
configuration is now complete.

These engines are being integrated
across the Department of Defense
fleet of aircraft and feature great
improvements in cost, power and
durability,

Moreover, we have the FADEC for
the 700 series moving through the
acquisition process,

We will feature a FADEC on the
UH-60M Upgrade test flight sched-
uled for FYO7.

We remain on target to procure 1227 new UH-60Ms, which will

stabilize our Black Hawk fleet at 1806 total airframes.

which will stabilize our Black Hawk
feet at 1806 total airframes.

The production line has ramped up.
We now have 17 more aircraft in-
work, we're winding down our
Developmental Test Program, and
we'll conduct an operational test in
September.

The UH-60M product features: an
all new airframe with rotor brake and
improved durability gearbox, wide-
chord blades, 701D engines,
improved IR suppression, improved
crashworthy external fuel system and
a digitized, bussed glass cockpit with
a fully coupled flight director.

The UH-60M will also include an

ARMY AVIATION

design review last October, consists
of a common avionics archilecture
system (CAAS) common with the
CH-47F and the Armed Recon
Helicopter (ARH), fly-by-wire, Full
Authority Digital Engine Control
(FADEC), and a composite tail cone
with composite drive shafts,

This configuration will significant-
ly reduce the logistics footprint
through the use of common hardware
and will provide the user with a much
safer system to operate in tough mis-
sion environments with  vastly
improved handling characteristics.

The program will undergo a critical
design review in 2006,

36

Flelding to the Force

Our Black Hawk Production and
Fielding team completed a prototype
modular peculiar ground support
equipment Deployment Support Kit
and provided this kit to one of our
combat aviation brigades in January.

The P&T team has accepted 31
new aircraft (26 UH-60 and 5 HH-60)
and has completed 27 A to A Recap
aircraft over the last calendar yeanr.

Enhancing Training

We have continued to field across
the globe a variety of new trainers and
simulators this year.

These included a landing gear and
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Utl “ty Hel |lmptﬁl's Continued

electrical trainer for maintenance crews,
upgraded the current lift simulators, and
developed a transportable simulator in
support of the UH-60M program.

We have also fielded interactive
multimedia instruction (IMI) support-
ing the Aviation schools at Fort
Rucker and Fort Eustis,

Working Modifications

Our UHPO modification teams
have deployed to multiple stateside
and overseas sites to equip our fleet
with the latest safety and operational
upgrades.

This team is fielding 12 aircraft
modifications and is in the develop-
mental process of an additional 25
modifications.

The Ballistic Armament Protection
System, one of their upgrades, has
been well received in the field. This is
only one example of the more than 12
separate efforts our modification team
has underway.

Improving Maintainability
From a systems perspective we

have initiated the first major change in

our scheduled maintenance program,

AAAA SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE

Scholarships dedicated to Enlisted, Warrant Officer, Company
Grade Officer, And Department of the Army Civilian Members.*

Funds also available for spouses, siblings,
children, and grandchildren of AAAA members.*

APPLICATION DEADLINE: MAY 1, 2006.
*AAAA membership must have been activated
on or before May 1, 2005.
* The one (1) year requirement for all uniformed Active Duty, Army Mational
Guard, and U.5. Army Reserve members is automatically waived,

Contact the AAAA Scholarship Foundation, Inc.
755 Main 5t., Suite 4D, Monroe, CT 06468-2830
Tel: (203) 268-2450, FAX: (203) 268-5870
E-MAIL: aaaa@quad-a.org
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A UH-60 Black Hawk "M" model heli-
copter (aircraft number 4) conducts a
test flight in December at Redstone
Arsenal, Ala.

the Enhanced Scheduled Maintenance
(ESM) program Army-wide.

The ESM program reviewed and
consolidated all of our documents
related to scheduled inspections,
eliminated redundant inspections and
re-ordered these procedures into a
logical sequence.

The program has reduced man-
hours per phase by 28 percent and the
number of maintenance events by 33
percent.

These changes have yielded a 5
percent operational readiness increase
over the fleet or a 200 flight hour
increase in operational tempo for the
same scheduled maintenance effort.

Forelgn Military Interest

One way to measure how we are
doing is to look at the utility programs
of our allies.

Today, Black Hawks operate in 26
countries. New aircraft were deliv-
ered to Thailand and Colombia. We
have received many ingquiries this
year regarding the UH-60M program.

Thailand, Brazil and Colombia
have all placed sizable orders for
more aireraft this year. New contracts
were signed for eight additional air-
craft for Colombia and six for Brazil.

We prepared price and availability
statements for the new UH-60M aircraft:
four, eight and twelve for Thailand.
Bahrain and UAE have also shown inter-
est in purchasing the UH-60M.

In Conclusion

Our UH fleet continues to provide
maximum mobility to the Seldier
with a fleet-wide cumulative total of
989,314 flight hours in 2005 as of
Dec. 15.

This optempo was conducted under
grueling conditions and there are no
signs of any respite in the future.

Accordingly the numbers and sta-
tistics quoted in this article are mere-
ly benchmarks we must plan to sur-
pass this year.

e ele

COL Cory W, Mahanna is the project
manager for the Utility Helicopters
Project Officer, Program Executive
Office for Aviation, Redstone Arsenal,
Ala.
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Fonor viation s Beot Battalions

Photos and text by James Bullinger

he best of the best aviation battalions were honored Feb.

1 at Fort Rucker, Ala. The winners of the 2005 LTG
Ellis D. Parker Outstanding Aviation Unit competition
were recognized at the annual awards luncheon held dur-
ing the Aviation Senior Leaders Conference.

In 1992, Army Chief of Staff GEN Gordon R. Sullivan
announced during the retirement ceremony for LTG
Parker, then director of the Army Staff, the establishment

o " sk
Overall Aviation Battalion & Combat
Suppoert Unit; LTC Johan Harald-
sen and CSM David Perkins

Top Unit & Best Combat
Support Battallon

The overall LTG Ellis D. Parker
Outstanding Unit and combat sup-
port category winner is lhe 4th
Battalion, 3rd Aviation Regiment,
3rd Infantry Division, from Taji, Iraq.

The first assault helicopter bat-
talion to transform and re-flag under
the Army's transformation plan, the
4-3 Avn. conducted a flawless 66
vehicle ground assaull convoy over
640 kilometers of enemy infested
roadways from Kuwait fo Baghdad
without a single breakdown or inci-
denl. They conducted three hislori-
cal evenls, execuling the 31D's first
air assault in Iraq and first ever bal-
talion-size air assault, and also the
first air assaull of the newly formed
Iragi army. They flew 15,000 com-
bat hours transporting over 65,000
souls, while maintzining a 100 per-
cent mission launch and an 85 per-
cent aircraft operational readiness
(OR) rate. The 4-3 Soldiers drove
nearly 50,000 miles without a single
Class A, B or C incident or accident,
and susiained a 98 percent ground
equipment OR rate.

LTC Johan C, Haraldsen and CSM
David L. Perking accepled the award,

ARMY AVIATION

156G Sean Henry and LTC Frank
Muth from the 1-17 Cavalry

Bast Combat Battalion
Winner of the bast combat unit cal-
egory and runner up is the 1st
Squadron, 17th Cavalry Regt., 82nd
Airborne Div., from Samarra, Irag.
Flying more than 21,000 hours,
while maintaining an operational
readiness rate over 85 percent, the
1-17 Cav. conducted combat avia-
tion operations in direct support of
ground maneuver units in Baghdad,
Taji, Balad, Mosul, Samara,
Baghuba and Tiknit. They conducl-
ed six troop and squadron relisf-in-
place missions, completely moved
twice after amiving in Kuwait, and
established footprints in three sepa-
rale locations. As the “First
Responder,” they provided 24 hour
reconnaissance and securily lo
react 1o troops in contact, providing
accurate and lethal fires in over 14
suslained engagements. Their
implemeniation of “Pink” leams,
combining the recon capabilities of
the OH-580 with the large volume
firzpower of AH-64 Apache, result-
ed in an overwhelming ability to
find, fix and destroy the enemy.
LTC Frank M. Muth and 1SG
Sean Henry accepled the award.

of a Department of the Army level award in honor of
Parker, who served as the third Aviation branch chief and
a former commanding general of the U.S. Army Aviation

Center and Fort Rucker,

The Parker awards recognize excellence in the areas of
leadership, training, maintenance and safety during the
preceding fiscal year. Competition is open to all active and
reserve component aviation battalions,

Best Gon;bat Service Support
Unit; LTC Robert Mitchell and
CSM Brian Fahl

Best Combat Service
Support Battallon

The best Combat Service
Support unit is the 36th Medical
Evacuation Bn., lll Corps, from
Tikrit, Iraq.

The 36th Med. was responsible
for a brigade-sized element of
Soldiers providing ground and air
medical supporl over an area
roughly two-thirds the size of Texas
throughout the Iraqgi theater of oper-
ations from 2004 to 2006, The bat-
talion conducted 18,942 missions lo
evacuate 33,557 patienls, often
from the point-of-injury and al times
under direct or indirect enemy fire.
36th Med. accomplished this by fly-
ing over 16,000 hours while also
maintaining an 85 percent OR rale.
The facl that the unit had not one
accident-refated fatality during their
tour is evidence of the determined
supervision of every leader in the
batlalion. 36th Med.'s mission suc-
cess is direclly responsible for
Operation Iragi Freedom having the
lowes! died-of-wounds rate in the
history of modern warfare.

LTC Robert D. Mitchell and CSM
Brian A. Fahl accepted the award.

38

Best Table of Distribution &
Allowances Unit; 15G Russell
Yohn and LTC Christopher Carlile

Best TDA Battalion

The best Aviation Table of
Distribution and Allowances Unit is
the "Spartans” of the 1st Bn., 223rd
Avn. Regt., 110th Avn. Bde., Forl
Rucker, Ala.

The 1-223 Aun. flew over 18,000
hours, in 18 diverse lraining cours-
es, using 8 different types of air-
craft, with zero Class A, B or C accl-
dents, while fraining over 2,500 siu-
denl pilots. In support of this mis-
sion, they also drove over 61,000
accident and incident free miles on
the Army’s busiesl airfield, and
between four heliports and stage-
fields. The leadership excellence of
the 1-223 Avn. is evident with the
achievement of 100 percent of ils
refention geals, and zero AWOLs
[absent withoul leave] or UCMJ dis-
ciplinary aclions. The Sparlans set
the professional example for the ris-
ing branch leaders, being awarded
the highest rating possible during
their fiscal year 2005 Organiza-
tional Inspection Program.

LTC Chrislopher Carlile and
158G Russell Yohn accepted the
awarnd.
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Disaster

Aosistance Openations

In Pakistan

By LTC Wiley C. Thompson and MAJ Scott M. Halter

At approximately 8:50 a.m. local
time on Oct. 8, 2005, a 7.6 magnitude
carthquake wviolently shook the
Kashmir region in northern Pakistan.
The need for rotary aviation became
very apparent as news of the exten-
sive damage, loss of transportation
networks and high numbers of casual-
ties began being reported.

On that same day, Task Force (TF)
Griffin, commanded by COL Mark
McKearn and CSM Hector Marin, was
serving in neighboring Afghanistan in
support of Operation Enduring
Freedom VI, helping to rebuild that
nation while supporting the Global
War on Terrorism.,

TF Griffin, a multi-functional avia-
tion brigade task force, consists of the
following units:

B Headquarters element and staff
from the 12th Avn. Bde.

® 3rd Bn., 158th Avn. Regt. (UH-60)
B 2nd Sqdn., 6th Cav. Regt. (AH-64D)
® Company D, 113th Avn. Regt.
(CH-47) from the Mevada, Oregon
and Wash. Army National Guard

B Co. F, 159th Avn. Regt. (CH-47)
B 68th(-), 159th{-) and 1042nd(-)
Med. Co. (Air Ambulance)

B Company B and A(-), Tth Bn,
159th Avn. (AVIM).

The primary focus of the task force
was and still is combat operations in sup-
port of Combined Joint Task Force 76,

Warmning Order

By Sunday morning, Oct. 9, TF
Griffin was given the warning order
lo be prepared to deploy to Pakistan.

ARMY AVIATION

Aircrews receive mission briefings from a TF
G-Pak air operations Captain at Chaklala Air
Base on Ocl. 27 before delivering humanitari-
an supplies to the remote village of Nauseri.,
DOD PHOTD BY USAF TSET JEROMY K. CRDES

A team of aviation planners, led by
MAJ Scott Halter (then a captain),
began initial mission analysis.

The TF identified the appropriate
people and equipment required for the
mission.

The logistics planners, led by MAJ
Craig Demby, developed a concept of
logistical support to provide the neces-
sary sustainment for the U.S. aviation
component of the assistance effort.

The following morning on Oct. 10,
three UH-60s and five CH-47s depart-
ed from Afghanistan for Qasim
Airbase, in Rawalapindi, Pakistan,

40

Deploying with the aircraft were
the necessary operations, logistics and
maintenance people needed to sup-
port the aircrews during their disaster
assistance mission.

The ability to transition from com-
bat to disaster assistance operations,
literally in minutes as the crews
crossed the border, demonstrated both
the professionalism of the TF Griffin
crews and the versatility and flexibil-
ity of Army Aviation,

By about 1 p.m. Pakistani time Oct
10, just over 50 hours since the earth-
guake, the TF Griffin (Pakistan) aircraft

FEBRUARY 28, 2006



" - ,‘:‘ P < .
Pl | \ v o SERi
& s = i, P % g
. y PﬂKIST.ﬁN RELIEF EFFORTS

#
2
:
G
5

ARMY PHOTO BY 5

and personnel had safely arrived and
were being greeted by the advanced
party and host nation military.

Getting Up for Aviation Business

Support  elements  immediately
began to set up operations in some
unused buildings on Qasim Airbase
and readied aircraft for a first light
departure the next day.

During the night the Soldiers estab-
lished reach-back communications with
Bagram, formed an operations and logis-
tical center, and prepared the aircrew

ARMY AVIATION

Above; Oct. 12, ATF
Griffin Chinook flies
over one of the many
remote towns in
MNorthern Pakistan
devastated by the 7.6
magnitude earthquake
which struck Oct. 8.

Right: Author LTC Wiley
Thompson, right,
speaks with Chinari vil-
lage elders through an
interpreter to better
assess local relief assis-
tance needs on MNov. 2.

FHOTO BY CW3 BOBBETTE MCGETTIGAN
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Swarming earthquake
survivors brave hurri-
cane force winds com-
ing'from a hovering TF
Griffin Chinook as it
drops ald supplies in
Muzaffarabad, Pakistan
QetT.

briefs for the initial moming missions.

Early morning on Oct. 11 the air-
crews flew their first relief missions.

Since a U.S. disaster assistance
headquarters had not been estab-
lished, a pickup zone (PZ) support
crew from TF G-Pak coordinated
directly with the Pakistani military
for relief requirements.

The PZ support crew would
receive the aid priorities and
destinations from Pakistani
military  representatives
and translate those requir-
ements into executable
mission taskings for the
aircrews,

Every aircraft was
filled with aid going out
and filled with casualties
upon return. The five CH-
47s were employed extensive-
ly to deliver not only aid, but also
to transport search teams from many
different nations to disaster sites, and
to assist in moving hospital teams and
their equipment to forward locations
inaccessible by ground means,

Joint-Multinational Aviation Effort
As TF G-Pak continued to establish
their disaster assistance battle rhythm

-
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A Navy SH-60 Sea Hawk helicopter crew
walts in line with an Army CH-47D and a
Pakistani Mi-17 helicopter Oct. 19 to load
disaster relief supplies at Chaklala Air Base
in Islamabad, Pakistan. ooo pHoto By user TsGT
MIKE BUYTAS

and concept of support, the aviation
task force began to grow,

On the second day of operations, four
MI-17s from the Afghan Air Corps
(AAC), and two U.S. Navy MH-53Es
from Helicopter Mine Countermeasures

42

Squadron Fifteen (HM-15) in Bahrain
arrived and became part of the expand-
ing task force.

Additional non-Army aviation
members of the task force would
eventually include two MH-60
Knight Hawks from the U.S. Navy's
Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron 26

and three United Kingdom CH-

475 from the 27th Squadron.
Task force aviation plan-
ners led by CW2 Carlos
Legoas quickly overcame
some of the challenges of
integrating new aircrews.

The AAC crews nei-
ther spoke English (al-
though each aircraft had a
translator on board) nor

had any extensive training
in multi-ship operations.
However, TF G-Pak found
that by conducting a thorough air-
crew brief with an interpreter and
ensuring ample time was allotted for
each phase of the flight, the AAC MI-
17s crews could be effectively inte-
grated into the adsistance operation.

Mot only was this a benefit in terms
of amount of relief supplies moved,
but it also pushed Pakistani-Afghan
military relations and cooperation
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well beyond where they had previ-
ously been, ereating much need-
ed validation for the newly

forming Afghan Air Corps. -

Setting the Standards

As these and other minor
points of friction presented
themselves, the aviation
planners also faced chal-
lenges in standardizing opera-
tions for all rotary aircraft,

They quickly developed and
distributed a set of common routes,
frequencies and notice-to-airmen
(NOTAM) so that all aircrews,
whether military or civilian, could
have increased situational awareness
when operating in the earthquake
affected areas.

This was critical as on any given
day there were 70-plus rotary aircraft
operating in the affected area.

MAJ Halter developed and present-
ed a new aviator orientation brief
which was readily sought by newly
arriving military aviation units, and

Pakistani civilians get lifted out of a small
village north of Rawala Kot on a CH-47D to
the triage center at Chaklala Air Base on
Oct. 14. TF Griffin transported over 10,500
people in less than a month during their
deployment to Pakistan. smuy Fromo ey sPc
CHRISTOFHER ADMIRE

Winning Hearts, Making Friends

A great feeling of acceptance by
the Pakistani people was very evident
throughout the assistance effort. The

Pakistani soldiers run to unload relief supplies from an MH-53 Sea Stallion from HM-15 in a
remote Morthern Pakistan village Oct. 17.

became a key component of each
nation’s local aircrew orientation and
integration program.

Aircrews from the U.S. State
Department, German Army, Japanese
Defense Force, and Royal Air Force
(U.K.) all benefited greatly from
Halter's briefings.

ARMY AVIATION

waves, thumbs-up and smiles from
displaced civilians were ever present.

The affected people knew that the
U.S. flag on the side of an aircrafi
meant help was on ils way.

While visiting the village of
Chinari, where a collapsed school
claimed over 400 Kashmiri people,
aircrews were able to see the changing

43

HAVY PHOTO BY PMEC TIMOTHY SMITH

perception of Americans first hand.
Flight crews were told that local
mullahs (religious leaders) in-
structed the people in their
mosques to pray for the safety
' of the aircrews.

This statement alone was
quite a shift in the media por-
trayed paradigm of anti-
Western Muslims.

TF G-Pak personnel knew
that they had made a difference in
the lives of the Pakistani people and
in the future prospects for improved
perception of non-Muslims in the
Muslim World.

Mission Hand-Off

Within a few weeks of TF G-Pak’s
deployment to Pakistan, follow-on
heavy lift aviation assets from 25th
Infantry and 1st Cavalry divisions,
and the US. Army Reserve from
Kansas began to arrive.

On Nov. 7, COL McKearn and TF
G-Pak officially conducted a transfer
of authority with COL Robert
Johnson and CSM Buddy Wallace
with Task Force Eagle, from the
Combat Avn, Bde. of the 1st Armored
Div,

Johnson and TF Eagle assumed
command and control for the U.S.
rotary aviation assistance operations
in Pakistan.

The TF G-Pak members left with
pride knowing that not only were they
the first U.S. responders in a humani-
tarian crisis, but they formed the
nucleus around which a much larger
aviation task force would be formed.

On their watch, the TF G-Pak
Soldiers and crews established a 500-
plus bed life support area, flew 1,533
disaster assistance flight hours, trans-
ported 3,328 casualties and moved
7,209 passengers, and hauled 5.3 mil-
lion pounds of relief supplies.

As TF Eagle-Pak does today, TF
Griffin validated the undeniable rele-
vance of Army aviation in any mis-
sion and demonstrated once again that
Army aviation is “above the best.”

L}
i.‘- i‘i

LTC Wiley C. Thompson is the execu-
tive afficer and MAJ Scott M. Halter
is the assistant operations afficer for
12th Chi. Avn. Bde. Both are assigned
to Task Force Griffin curvently sup-
porting Operation Enduring Freedom
at Bagram Air Base, Afghanistan.
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Can Do,
Sir

Tracuing Fumy Resenve * |
#ucation to Fndwen

the Call

By CW4 Russell Stark

Editor’s note: As of Jan. 10, B/7-158th Avn. is a part of the
245 aviation troops assigned to Task Foree Eagle, which s
the air movement arm supporting the US. Disaster
Assistance Center in Pakistan. CH-47D helicopters are
delivering more than [0 tons of cargo a day, much of it by
sling loads, to key distribution centers to ensure at least a
30-day food supply in remate mountain villages. According
to CPT Trent Cleveland, a TF Eagle liaison officer; airerafi
generally fly all day, landing only to refuel. Inclement
weather has only prevented deliveries a total of 7 days to
the stricken areas since the operations began Oct. 9. The
LS. support continues through the winter.
ort Riley 15 home to a small and very unique active
duty aviation organization located on Marshall Army
Airfield and assigned to the 3rd Brigade, 75th
Division (Training Support).

It’s the 2nd Battalion, 291st Aviation Regiment (Tng.
Spt.), known as the “Reaper Battalion” and commanded
by LTC Eduardo Gutierrez,

Its mission is to provide combatant commanders with
trained and ready forces by conducting readiness assess-
ments, training and mobilization assistance to select
reserve component utility, assault, heavy lift, air traffic
services, air ambulance and aviation maintenance units
within the Fifth U.S, Army area of responsibility.

The 2-291st has executed numerous mobilizations;
however, it received a mission
unlike any other they had received
in the past.

Immediately following the 7.6
magnitude earthquake which devas-
tated a vast area of Northern
Pakistan on October 8, the Reapers

A Co. B Soldier works
to prepare aft pylon
components removed
from his CH-47D for
shipment to Pakistan
on the moming of Oct.
16. 2-291st “Reaper”

received a Presidential Directive Soldiers helped
through Fifth Army to mobilize an  throughout the aircraft
Army Reserve aviation unit in 9 preparation period.
ARMY AVIATION

‘With the frant pylon and rotor
system removed, two Soldiers
prepare to bubble wrap the
cockpit exterior to protect
windscreens and breakable
components during transport.

ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF LS. ARMY
[R— B
i ;

days to support the Pakistani relief efforts.

When asked if it could be done in the time allotted, the
2-291st simply replied. .. "Can do, Sir!"

This opportunity to excel came during the Columbus
Day weekend when 2-291st was decisively engaged In
conducting a mobilization exercise at Fort Hood, Texas.

The team at Fort Hood was reduced by two-thirds,
packed up their equipment, and drove to Fort Sill, Okla.
within 12 hours.

The remainder of the Reaper Soldiers at Fort Riley exe-
cuted a unit recall, loaded their equipment and drove to
Fort Sill in less than 18 hours.

The mobilization assistance process normally requires
a training period of approximately 117 days, however the
Presidential Directive allowed only 9 days due to the seri-
ousness of the Pakistani situation,

The 117 day period is typically needed to accomplish
the required training for a large aviation company or bat-
talion size unit.

In this case the Reapers were preparing Company B,
7th Bn., 158th Avn. Regt., a CH-47D heavy lift helicopter
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unit from Olathe, Kan., for the accelerated deployment.

The tasks selected for training were a combination of
events ranging from individual common skills, to aviator
proficiency, to collective training events and to support
MAJ Walter Bradley, the mobilizing commander’s mis-
sion essential task list,

Upon receiving the mission, the Reaper Battalion had
to formulate a comprehensive training plan that would
benefit the mobilizing unit the most in the short time allot-
ted. The plan could not interfere with Co. B’s mobilization
process already underway.

In addition to the training efforts, the 2-291st also
assisted in the fielding of new equipment the unit would
require to support their mission in country,

The 2-291st also identified, located and coordinated the
shipment of critical transportability equipment to facili-
tate the helicopter teardown process.

The training conducted by 2-291st included an aerial
gunnery range which was completely planned and execut-
ed by the battalion’s NCOs resulting in qualifying 27 non-
crew members from Co. B on their weapon systems.

Additionally, the Directorate of Ewvaluation and
Standardization (DES) from Fort Rucker, Ala. provided
academic instruction for performance planning, and
instruction and training in air combat maneuvering flight.

The 2-291st together with DES provided instruction for
B/7-158th’s newly assigned standardization section con-
cerning the implementation of the aircrew training program.

A simultaneous effort was being accomplished by other
Reaper personnel to assist the unit with the fielding of
new equipment and preparing the 12 Chinooks for tear
down and transport by C-5 aircrafi,

The 2-291st coordinated the fielding of over 90 Air
Warrior systems and 36 M-240H machine guns for the
deploying aircraft.

At the close of the ninth day, Oct. 20, 234 Soldiers from
Bf7-158th Avn. were trained with their aircrafl aboard C-
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Left: As the sun begins to
set Oct, 17, a CH-470 pre-
pares to load into a C-5
cargo aircraft. The load-
out took place at the
Lawton municipal airport
near Fort Sill, Okla,

Below: Working late into
the night of Oct, 16, air-
craft maintenance
Soldiers secure an aft
pylon to a transport dolly.
In all 12 Chinooks were
partially disassembled for
loading onto USAF C-5
cargo planes.

5 aircraft enroute to Pakistan.

This was all possible because 2-291st had the ability to
adapt to the new mission, overcome obstacles and provide
the needed training and mentorship to assist the mobiliz-
ing unit during their compressed mobilization.

The accomplishments were possible because the battal-
ion lives by the Commander’s Training Rules:

B Do what is right - all the time.

® Do not lower standards — Peoples’ lives depend on it.

B And use innovative training methods.

These are but a few of our rules, and they serve as a
guide and illustrates what can be accomplished with great
leadership, professionalism and competent Soldiers, and a
can do attitude.

ool =

CW4 Russell Stark is a CH-47D standardization instruc-
tor pilot with the 2nd Bn., 291st Avn, Regt. (Training
Support) at Forit Riley, Kan.
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TASK FORCE STORM SUPPORTS

FlI’StI I

Romanian

Air Assault

By Caleb Schaber

omanian troops supported by

U.S. Army aviation complet-

ed a successful air assault

on anti-coalition militias
and drug smugglers on Nov. 20 in
Afghanistan.

This battalion sized opera-
tion was the largest such mis-
sion for the Romanians since
World War 11 and their first air
assault.

MAJ Lucian Calfa, deputy
commander of the 151st
Romanian Infantry Battalion
and head planner of the opera-
tion, was pleased with the results,

“We were tasked to perform this
operation [Gadon Kawal] right after
the [Afghan national] election,” he said.
“Everything went according to plan except
the weather, of course.”

The troops were plagued with sand
storms, rain and cold temperatures.

“As the air mission commander, | control
the aviation during the operation,” said MAJ
Bryan Hoff with Task Force Storm, the
AMC for the infiltration. “We put them
where they need to be to effect their combat operations.”

Hoff, a UH-60 Black Hawk pilot, flew on the infiltra-
tion mission with Calfa on board,

“The mission of our aircraft was command and con-
trol,” Hoff said.

The 15 minute flight from Kandahar Airfield to the
Tangay Gar mountain range was an essential part of the
operation.

“There was no encmy contact on the way,” Hoff said,
unlike other missions he has been involved in. “It went

missions.

ARMY AVIATION

Majors Bryan Hoff, left, and
Selwyn Jamison with Task
Force Storm served as the air
mission commanders for the
infiltration and exfiltration

really smooth.”

The “Mustangs™ of Company
D, 113th Avn. Regt., a Nevada

Army National Guard based
unit, transported the troops in
their CH-47 Chinook heli-

copters.

Additional support was
provided by AH-64 Apache
and UH-60 Black Hawk
helicopters.

“My primary mission is to
provide en route security to
UH-60s and CH-47s," said
CPT Brian Hummel, an AH-

64 Apache pilot with Troop C,
2nd Sqdn., 6th Cavalry Regt.,
about the infiltration. “From there
we go into close combat attacks and
close air support.”

The Romanians normally provide
perimeter security around the Kandahar
Airfield, and this was their first time outside
the wire in the desert.

As a CH-47D flight engineer, SFC Todd
Albertson is responsible for all things behind
the cockpit, including overseeing the loading
and unloading of troops.

“The Romanians looked pretty excited to get out of
Kandahar,” Albertson said. He and the rest of the
Mustangs have spent the last ten months working on this
kind of mission. .

“This was a well planned mission that went off like
clockwork,” said CW2 Steve Nielson, a Chinook pilot on
the infiltration. Nielson also mentioned that the Romanian
troops all crossed their hearts in unison before taking off,

Originally the operation was planned as a ground
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“First of all, an air assault

is very tricky ... but it
can be done.”

21 = assault. After assessing the geography, it was determined
E that the area was not suitable for a surprise attack,

~ &  So the Afghan National Army and Team Delta Gun
& Devils lead a ground assault convoy which rendezvoused
& with the air assault’s landing zone to support the mission
of getting the Romanian troops in quickly by air.

The Romanian mission covered approximately a 64
square kilometer section of the surrounding area, lasting
three days from Nov. 20 to 22, and involved a complete
area search including the mountainous terrain and caves.

“For this operation we were training a lot before deploy-

ing,” said CPT Anghel Sorinel, commander of

2nd Company, 151st Inf. Bn, “It was a

* great experience and I will do it any-
I time again.”

S8G John Newland with the

®...... Army Reserve 492nd Civil

== Affairs Bn. worked on the

ground with the Romanians,

Newland said the operation

went “great,” and that over

110 Afghan people were treat-

ed for medical problems in the

area while the operation was
going on.

MAJ Selwyn Jamison was the
AMC for the Nov. 22 exfiltration
mission and flew as one of the

ALL PHOT

Twenty Romanian infantrymen from the 151st Inf. Bn. load onto a
“Mustang” CH-47D Chinook at the Kandahar Airfield for an air
assault mission on Nov. 20 in Afghanistan.

Chinook pilots,
. MAJ Luci fa, ri “The troops did a good job,”
An AH-64D provides security for the Romanian landing zone con- 151st !:iﬂBHHFEj“aécrtlghl, Jaan son Saidp‘?‘l Was im%msse'h far
trol party as they prepare to receive inbound helicopters. Romanian troops during  this being their first time.”
their search of Objective  “Jt was nice to be involved in

Anchor Head on the last g, mething that had not been done

f:ymf::fﬁlom!:a“dr;m before,” sgiii SS5G Dean Pﬂrlnrnd,ua

man SSG Sorin Mircea Mustang FE on the exfiltration. *I

takes a situation report. think they realize their strong
points and weaknesses." Calfa
agrees,

“1 had my lessons learned,” Calfa said. “First of all, an air
assault is very tricky...but it can be done. It is quite ironic
that it was the first operation in the desert and we got wet.”

Besides getting wet, the Romanians led a successful
mission with multinational forces.

Operations such as this continue to eradicate the threat
of terrorists in Afghanistan and the world. Two suspected
enemy fighters were apprehended on the last day of th
aperation, 3

oo — —
Mission complete, members of the Romanian 151st Infantry board Caleb Schaber is a writer with Northern Nevada News
a waiting CH-47D from Co. D, 113th Avn. Regt., for the return flight Wire and is embedded with Nevada troops fighting the war

back to Kandahar Airfield on Nov. 22. in Afghanistan.
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Ariny Aviation is seeking good-news announcements of aviation-related
professionals who are on the move. If vou or your organization have an
npcoming change of leadership {af the battalion or squadron level, or

higher for MTOE and TDA units), please forward the information via e-

PE‘ﬂplE PR L (a2l /ail to: editor@quad-a.org.
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e | Beaudoin, Christopher J.

FY05 Active Army Colonel| Berger, Christopher H.

Medical Corps selection board | Bethoney, Stephen J. *

results released on Jan. 11.| Bishop, Lewis D.

Congratulations to the follow- | Boras, George N.

ing 12 rated flight surgeons. | Bradley, Walter R.
Bradshaw, Lance M.

LTC Bruce D. Adams Brady, Paul L.

LTC William P. Corr Burr, Kathleen 5.

LTC Robert A. Delorenzo Byers, David D.

LTC John B. Halligan Cattley, William H.

LTC Keith L. Hiati * Clark, Sean L.

LTC Richard B. Hilbum * Clemens, Ted E.

LTC Beverly C. Land Copeland, Jeffrey L. *

LTC Mark A. Lovell Correia, John A

LTC Robert A Muzur Coverl, Robert C. *

LTC Anna Miller Davis, Gary L.*

LTC Stephen M. Salerno Dean, Mark M.

LTC Mark H. Smith Daehring, Andrew D, *
Donnelly, Steven E.

s | Edson, David A. *

Fiscal Year 2005 Army Reserve Em:rgb{;:mnﬁﬂer M.

Component LTC selection Grant :Smtl R ’

board results released Jan, 12, H a;i Wa aIP

Congratulations to the follow- H:ﬁ dafs onyg &urlg& 0.

ing 72 USAR Aviation officers. Herring, Stephen C.

Bachman, Randy J. Hinton, Harold M. Jr.

Barry, Edward F. Il Hunl, Brian R.

" : Johnson, Eric M.

Aviation GO Promotions

Army Vica Chief of Staff GEN Richard A, Cody pals in congratu-
lation the two star insignia on MG James R. Myles, during a Jan.
4 promation ceremony in Alexandria, Va. Myles is the command-
ing general of the Army's Test and Evaluation Command, which
he has commanded since
June 2004. ATEC plans, con-
ducts and integrates develop-
mental tesling, independent
operalional lesting, indepen-
dent evaluations, assess-
menls, and experiments in
order lo provide essential
information to decision makers
to ensure that war-fighlers
have the right capabilities for success across the entire spectrum
of operations.

4 §
=
8

The Army Chief of Staff announced Jan. 3 the promotion of BG
Anne F. Macdonald, who is currenlly serving as the deputy
director for Operations, National Military Command Center, J-3,
The Joint Staff, Washington, D.C.

B
&
:
:
:
2
:

Change of Responsibility

On Jan. T MG William Webster Jr., commanding general of the
3rd Inf. Div. trned over authority for the Multinational Division
Baghdad to MG J.D. Thurman, commander of the 4th “fron
Horse” Inf. Div. from Fort Hood, Texas, during a transfer ceremo-
ny held at Camp Liberty, lrag. The 3ID has since relurned to Fort
Stewarl, Ga. afler a year-long deployment. Above Webster (laft);
LTG John Vines, commanding general of the Mult-hational
Corps-Iraq; and Thurman render a salute during the ceremany,

Johnson, Michael Al Tackett, Roy K.

Jones, Samuel T. Temple, William A

Kesler, James P. Thurmond, William M.

Korynta, Daryl A.* Vannoorbeeck, Vincent L.
Lambrechl, Gene K. * Walrath, Jason L. *

Lewis, Todd W. Wilkinson, Nachelle M.

Lijoi, Mario Young, Rollin J.

Mahserejian, Kevin K. Zizza, Michael M.

Martinez, Michael A.

Marlinez, Rena C. === ———
Mawaka, Philip F.* Flight School Graduates
McLean, Michael J,

Merrell, William W, * AAAA congratulates the fol-
Miller, Bille F, I1* lowing officers of the Aviation
Miller, Christapher L. Officer and Warrant Officer
Milmore, Robert J. Basic Courses, U.5. Army
Moody, Marris B, Aviation Center, Fort Rucker,
Maore, James J. * Ala. AMAA provides standard
Morcomb, Scolt R. * aviator wings to all graduates
Myers, Ralph R. Jr. and sterling silver Army avia-
Myler, Lance J. tor wings to the distinguished
Oday, Michael 5. graduates of each flight class.
O'Meil, Timolhy J. +

Person, Henry M. Class 06-04, 41 Officers,

Pioli, Patrick C. Graduated Jan. 12

Richards, Travis C.

Riden, Dale A, 0BC

Sandy, Joel G. 2LT Jonathan E. Pickett* DG
Shanahan, William C. 2LT Charles W. Dickhart* HG
Shutt, Geraldine E. 2LT Jack H. Denton HG
Stucki, Scott F, 2LT Chad M. McGrath * HG
Tachias, Brian R, * 2LT Hugh E. Bailey *
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Combat Awards

Vice President Dick Cheney awarded medals for valor in com-
bat to bwo Army aviators during a visil to the Combined Joint
Task Force-76 troops Dec. 19 in Bagram, Afghanistan. Cheney
presented CW4 Sean Laycox below, a CH-47D pilot from Co.
D, 113th Avn. Regl., with the Distinguished Flying Cross for
assisting a downed helicopler while under fire during an April
18 mission. Then he presented CW3 Guy Betts, bottom, a
pitot from Co. B, 3rd Bn., 158th Avn. Regt., wilh the Air Medal
for Valor for engaging the enemy during a June 1 medical
evacuation mission.

D00 PHOTO BY USH PO1C CHAD J. MCNEELEY

CW4 Sean
Laycox

Combat Awards

Defense Secrefary Donald H. Rumsfeld congralulates CW2
Steven Burr (above) after presenting him with the
Distinguished Flying Cross for heroism under fire during a town
hall meeting al Bagram Airfield, Afghanistan on Dec. 22. Burr,
wheo is assigned to Co. A, 3rd Bn., 158th Avn. Regl., was award-
ed the DFC for his actions during a combat mission April 11,
2005 supporting a Special Forces team under attack,

Rumsfeld also presented awards to three Combined Task Force %
Bayonel aviation Soldiers Dec. 22 at Kandahar Airfield. CPT | |2
Matthew Peterson, Troop C, 2nd Sqdn., 6th Cav. Regt.; 6T | |2
Angel Cortez, Co. D, 113th Awn. Regl; and SPC Jose | |& (%
Rhodes, Co. B, 3rd Bn., 158th Avn. Regl., received the Air gL ;
Medal with Valor for actions taken during May and June 2005 in z
southern Afghanistan. Rumsfeld was in the couniry visiting with o
the troops and thanking them for their service. E !

2LT Donna J. Buono * WO1 Billy J. Dart * .

2LT Derek E. Carroll * WO Mark T. Davis

2LT Jazon R. Collier * WO1 Eric D. Hinds *

2LT Alex 5. Engelson * WO1 Scott M. Johnson *

21T Palrick C. Ferguson WO Michael T. Maides *

2LT Stephen G. Gladish 1l * WO1 Ryan J. Malisberger *

2LT Melson B. Gray * WO1 Donald F. McHugh *

21T Jayson L. Hughes * WO1 Vance D. Neely *

2T Glenn D. Jones WO1 Brock J. Sheffer *

2LT Adam R. Lulay * WO1 Duane E. Symanielz *

LT James A. Mills WO1 Ryan D. Tyler

2LT Kent B. Monas WO1 Luke T. Weintz *

2LT Matthew E. Skidmare * WO1 David J. Zientek *

20T Dean H. Suelflow *

2UT lsrael H. Summers * Class 06-05, 42 Officers,

20T Matthew H. Vit * Graduated Jan. 26

LT Michele D. Welimann *

QBC

WOBC 2LT David A, Malters * DG

WO Geoffrey M. Smith DG | 2LT Ryan S. Anderson *  HG

WO Henry D. Ages * HG | 2LT Michael A, White * HG

WO1 Matthew A. Fountain  HG | 2LT Eric M. Glassman®  HG

WO1 Rain T. Coleman HG | 2LT Gregory J. Bowles *

WO1 Brian P. Baraneky 2LT Jordan R. Clark *

WO1 Rock E. Clark 2LT Michael D. Connolly
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2LT Christopher L. Denning WO1 Brian S. Epperson

2LT Joseph G. Dowdy * WO1 Shawn J, Hanlon *

2LT Brandon M. Kohr* WO Jeremiah L. Harringlon E'
2LT Luke D. Kruse* WO1 Maurice L. Hayes @
2LT Michael J. Marion WO1 Christopher M, Hoflund * 2
2LT Sean A. Merritt * WO Benjamin J. Kay* S
2LT Anthony D. Parisi CW2 Chistian S. Kennerly * &
2LT Bradley B. Sandona*® WO1 Kevin J. Linken

2LT Curtis M. Satalino * WO1 Kevin R. Middlelon

2LT Barry L. Sullivan* WO1 Thomas W. Nyfennegger | 5
2LT Timothy R. Toerber * WO1 Christopher Petrullo * =
2LT Timberly J. Tumer* WO1 James T. Petty g
20T Jemett D. Tynes* WO1 Jason L. Pike *

2LT Jonathan A. Young * %
WOBC

WO1 Mark E. Jay* DG DG = Distinguished

Army Astronaut Joins Space Station Crew
: ; g MASA and its international pariners announced Jan. 5 they
gg: gmﬂﬁfg’ﬂ;ﬂm 4 gf'ﬁ'_"‘gg; G‘r&;‘ﬂ:‘a have selected Army astronaut COL Jeffrey N, Williams, 47,
WO1 Michael P. Akins pry T '”H b right, and Russian cosmonaut Pavel Vinogradov as the next
WO Heath R. Barreft * i "';'1“ - crew for the Inlernational Space Station, designated as
WO1 Timothy 7 1. Cherwin * & - Lif Ma:Iba J Expedition 13. Williams, an astronaut since 1996 and a veler-
WO Dietrich D. Edwards * - d an of one space flight, will serve as the flight engineer and
! MASA science officer during the mission. He flew aboard the
Space Shuttke Atlantis as a mission specialist in May 2000 on a
10-day space slation assembly mission and performed a
spacewalk lasting almost seven hours. Vinogradov, a cosmo-
naul since 1992 and a veteran of one long-duration spaceflight,
is Expedilion 13's commander. Both genlemen will launch
aboard a Russian TMA-8 Soyuz rocket on March 29 and dock
with the 188 on Apeil 1. Their planned return is Sept. 24,

WO1 Bryan A. Menna HG Graduate

PHOTO BY CW3 JOHMN ANDERSON

Master Wings Awarded in Kabul

Afghan Mafional Army Air Corps Commanding General MG
Mohammad Dawran presented CW3 Timthoy Basso with the
U.S. Army Master Aviator badge Jan. 18 in Kabul. Basso is an
air maintenance officer and maintenance test pilol wilh the Air
Division, Defense Reform Directorate, Office of Securily

Cooperalion-Afghanistan. His principal duly includes being the Connecticut Chapter

AAP| PHOTOD

senior mentor to the Afghan Air Corps’ commanders of the
rotary wing maintenance and the intermediate mainlenance
squadrons, Basso is also the functional lead for development
and implementation of the AAC's maintenance doclrine,
processes and procedures. Dawran slated thal there was a
special bond among aviators from all walks of life and he espe-
cially appreciated the opportunity to bestow the qualification of
master aviator on his friend and colleague Basso. Piclured
above (| lo r) are: Interpreter Mohammad Naj; COL John
Hansen, Air Division chief; and Dawran congralulating Basso,

Army Aviation magazine's Bob Lachowski and his wife Gail bid
farewell 1o their son PFC Kurl Lachowski during & unit send-off
ceremony on Jan. 5 al Yale Universily, Conn. Kur, from New
Milferd, is an 11B infantryman with the 151 Bn., 102nd Inf. Reqt.,
Conn. Ammy Mational Guard, deploying o Afghanistan for 16
months. The younger Lachowski joined the Guard while still a
junior in high schood in 1999 and previously served as a military
poficeman. Pictured here are Bob; Conn. Govemnor Jodi Redl,
who was on-hand for the ceremony; Kurl and Gail,
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CW4 Salter

Y \._._

CW2 Santos

SPC Edwards

FALLEN HEROES

Operation Enduring
Freedom

Two Task Force Baghdad Apache
pilots died Dec. 26 when their
AH-64 helicopter crashed after a
mid-air collision with another
Apache aircraft during an evening
reconnaissance mission  over
western Baghdad, Irag. The sec-
ond helicopter was able to safely
land at an air base at Taji, 12 miles
north of Baghdad,

Killed were;

CW4 Richard Matthew Salter,
44, of Cypress, Texas.

CW?2 Isaias Enrique Santos, 28,
of Ancon, Panama,

Both aviators were assigned to the
Ist Bn., 4th Avn. Regt., 4th Inf,
Div., Fort Hood, Texas. No hostile
fire was involved and weather
may have been a factor.

A UH-60L helicopter crashed
killing 12 U.S. people aboard on
Jan. 7 in a sparsely populated area
about 7 miles east of Tal Afar, a
northern Iraqi city near the Syrian
border. The Black Hawk was part
of a two-ship flight supporting
Task Force Band of Brothers and
moving between bases when
communications were lost shortly
before midnight. A search-and-
rescue aircraft located the wreck-
age site about noon Jan. 8. Eight
Soldiers and four civilians aboard
died. The crew was from the
Alaska Army National Guard’s
Ist Bn., 207th Avn. Regt. in
Anchorage.

Killed were:

ILT Jaime Lynn Campbell, 25,
of Ephrata, Wash.

CW4 Chester William Troxel,
45, of Anchorage, Alaska.

SPC Michael Ignatius Edwards,
26, of Fairbanks, Alaska.

SPC Jacob Eugene Melson, 22,
of Wasilla, Alaska.

SPC Melson

CW2 Jackson

AAAA is saddened to announce the loss of the following Soldiers with
Aviation units serving in support of the global war on terrorism.

Pentagon officials said no hostile
fire was indicated and the cause
of the crash was still being inves-
tigated, although bad weather
was reported in the area at the
time.

Two OH-58D Kiowa Warrior
pilots died on Jan. 13 when their
helicopter was shot down by
heavy enemy small arms fire,
crashing in Mosul’s al-Sukar
neighborhood just outside of
Forward Operating Base
Courage. The pilots were on a
day combat air patrol with anoth-
er Kiowa when they were
responding to aid Iragi police
under hostile fire,

Killed were:

CW3 Mitchell Kyle Carver, Jr.,
31, of Charlotte, N.C.

CW2 Kyle Edward Jackson, 28,
of Sarasota, Fla.

Both Soldiers were assigned to Co.
B, Ist Bn., 10th Avn. Regt., 10th
Mountain Div., Fort Drum, N.Y.

Two Task Force Iron Horse pilots
died Jan. 16 when their AH-64D
Longbow was shot down by pos-
sible enemy missile or rocket fire
north of Taji, Iraq, north of
Baghdad, at about 8:20 a.m. while
conducting a combat air patrol.
Killed were:

CW3 Rex Christopher Kenyon,
34, of El Segundo, Calif.

CW2 Ruel Mamaril Garcia, 34,
of Wahiawa, Hawaii.

Both Soldiers were assigned to
Co. B, 1st Bn,, 4th Avn. Regt.,
4th Inf. Div., Fort Hood, Texas,

All incidents are under investiga-
tion by Army officials.

{Information from Dept. of Defense news
releases and media sources.)
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COURTESY GHN AEROSFACE GRAFHIC

Editor’s note: Companies can send their Army Awviation
related news releases and information fo editori@quad-a.org.

Bell Submits 412 for Army's LUH Program

Bell Helicopter of Fort Worth, Texas recently proposed
their 412 helicopter to fulfill the Army's new Light Utility
Helicopter requirement. In testament to the 412's abilities,

Bell cited Jan. 23 the performance of 16 Pakistani Army
412s after the Oct. 8 earthquake in Morthern Pakistan. In
the 45 days following the disaster, Pakistani 412s flew
4,580 missions, an average of 102 missions per day, log-
ging 2,743 flight hours and rescuing 54,960 people. The
412s are used to bring food and supplies to remote moun-
tain locations and return with injured people.

GKN Provides X-47B J-UCAS Composites

GKN Aerospace confirmed Jan. 12 that it is to produce
the composite skins, covers and doors for Morthrop
Grumman's X-47B
Joint Unmanned
Combat Air Systems
(J-UCAS) aircraft.
The graphite com-
posite skins, which
will cover nearly 90
percent of the UCAS
surface, alongside
the actuated doors for
the wvehicle, including
the weapon's bay,
nose and main land-
ing gear doors, will be
manufactured at GKN's facilities in St. Louis, Miss. Should
the X-47B enter full production, the total value of the con-
tract would exceed $500M.

Boeing Delivers First Longbow for Japan

The Boeing Company delivered the first AH-64D
Apache Longbow helicopter for the Japanese Defense
Force to Fuji Heavy Industries, the aesrospace company

ARMY AVIATION
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teaming with Boeing to produce the Longbow in Japan.
The milestone aircraft arrived Dec. 15 in Mesa, Ariz.
Designated as the AH-64DJP, it is the first production
Longbow to be delivered with air-to-air Stinger missile
launcher capabilities. Two AH-64DJP aircraft are sched-
uled for delivery by FHI to the Japanese government in
March.

MQ-8B Fire Scout UAV Production Starts
Northrop Grumman Corp., of San Diego, Calif,
received Jan. 3 the first MQ-BB Fire Scout unmanned
aerial vehicle airframe at its new Unmanned Systems
Center in Moss
Point, Miss., from its
teammate, Schweizer
Air-craft Corp., sig-
naling the start of
aircraft production.
This airframe is the
first of 12 Fire Scouts
to be assembled,
with four aircraft
going to the Nawvy
and eight to the
Armmy.

:
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UAV National Industry Team Elects Kevin
Smedley President

The UAV National Industry Team, or UNITE, announced
Jan. 12 that Aurora Flight Sciences' representative
Kevin Smedley was elected president of their alliance.
UNITE is a coalition of leading unmanned aircraft sys-
tem companies including Aurora, AeroVironment, The
Boeing Company, General Atomics Aeronautical
Systems, Lockheed Martin and Northrop Grumman. As
president, Smedley will work with UNITE member com-
panies to promote new regulations to ease UAS certifi-
cation processes and enable qualified UAS to operate
in the Mational Airspace System on a “file and fly" basis
similar to general aviation aircraft.

Hunter UAS Tests New Joint

Multi-mission Payload

Northrop Grumman Corp. announced Jan. 12 that it
had successfully conducted a 10-day series of flights
with the Army of the RQ-5A Hunter unmanned aircraft
system (UAS) using a new Adaptive Joint Intelligence
payload. The tests, sponsored by the U.S. Joint Forces
Command, shows the ability of the AJl payload to share
multiple types of communications simultaneously, a
capability that is not yet available to warfighters in the
field. The demonstration followed six weeks of test
flights using the reconfigurable payload and two weeks
of combined payload operations with an emulated air-
borne command post.
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Industry News continued

New Simulator Trains Door Gunners

A new virtual simulator by the Raydon Corporation of
Daytona Beach, Fla is being used to train helicopter
door-gunners. The VDGT provides a safe, cost-effective
environment to practice crew training by engaging tar-
gets in a virtual setting. A Soldier wears a helmet and
visor with a 360-degree spherical view from either a
UH-80 or CH-47 gunner's position. Targets appear as
the pilot flies over a geo-specific virtual city. About 1,000
pilots, crew chiefs and Soldiers have trained at Fort
Rucker, Ala. and Fort Hood, Texas. The simulators are
rented to the Army.

Contracts

Longbow L.L.C., Orlando, Fla., was awarded Jan. 20 a
$76M increment as part of a $100M contract for Apache
Block |1l radar electronics units. Work will be performed
in Baltimore, Md. (50 percent), and Orlando (50 per-
cent), and should completed by Dec. 30, 2008.

McDonnell Douglas Helicopter Co., Masa, Ariz., was
awarded on Dec. 19 an $8.5M contract for the Peace
Vanguard Il phase 3 spares, PV Il aviation ground
power unit 3, and the PV |l flotation study. Work should
be completed by Dec. 30, 2007.

Honeywell International Inc., Phoenix, Ariz., was award-
ed Dec. 16 a $69.4M contract for the Total InteGrated
Engine Revitalization Program. Work will be performed in
Anniston, Ala. (13 percent), Phoenix (66 percent), Greer,
5.C. (19 percent) and Rocky Mount, N.C. (2 percent), and
should be completed by Dec. 31, 2009,

Sikorsky Aircraft Corp., Stratford, Conn., was awarded
3 contracts Jan. 13 for:* A $341.3M contract for UH-60L
and UH-60M and a $37M contract for UH-60L and HH-
60M helicopters with a completion date of Dec. 31, 2007.
* A 517.8M contract for rotor hub assemblies for UH-60
helicopters. Work should be completed by Jan. 31, 2008.

Honeywell International Inc., Tempe, Ariz., was
awarded Dec. 29 a $74.9M contract for the commercial
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maintenance and overhaul effort for the T55-GA-714A
engine and its components in support of the CH-47D
helicopter. Work will be performed in Greer, S.C, (90
percent), and Tempe (10 percent) and should be com-
pleted by Sept. 30, 2009,

Boeing Military Aircraft and Missile System Group,
Philadelphia, Pa., was awarded Dec. 23

a $98.5M contract for the MH-47G Aircraft-Lot IV under
the Service Life Extension Program. Work should be
completed by March 31, 2008,

McDonnell Douglas Helicopter Co., Mesa, Ariz., was
awarded Dec. 23 an $18.8M contract for the Longbow
Crew Trainer number 24 and initial spares package.
Work will be performed in St. Louis, Mo. (86 percent),
and Mesa (14 percent), and should be completed by
Sept. 30, 2008.

Comtech Mobile Datacom Corp., Germantown, Md.,
was awarded Dec. 23 a $16.9M contract for satellite
communications and network management services for
the Force XX Battle Command & Below and Blue Force
Tracking System. Work should be completed by Dec. 31.

Lockheed Martin Missiles and Fire Control, Orlando,
Fla., was awarded Dec. 22 a $7.3M contract for the
modernized target acquisition designation sight/pilots
night vision sensor for the AH-64 aircraft. Work should
be completed by Dec, 31,

General Electric Engine Services, Cincinnati, Ohio,
was awarded Dec. 21, $17.5M contract for overhaul
and recapitalization of the T700-GE-700, 700-GE-701,
and T700-GE-701C gas turbine engine cold section
modules for the UH-60 and AH-64 helicopters. Work will
be performed in Arkansas City, Kan., and should be
completed by Dec. 31, 2011,

{From various sources. An “*" by a company name indicates a
small business conltract)
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2005 Functional Awards

By James Bullinger

he Army Aviation Center Chapter hosted the 2005

AAAA Mational Functional Awards on Feb. 1, held
during the annual Aviation Senior Leaders Conference
at Fort Rucker, Ala,

AAAA President BG (Ret.) Thomas Konitzer and BG
E.J. Sinclair, commanding general of the Army Aviation
Warfighting Center and Fort Rucker, joined with indus-
try pariners, association members and many of the
branch’'s senior commanders, chief warrant officers and
non-commissioned officers to honor this year's individ-
ual and unil winners,

The Raytheon Com-
pany sponsors all of
the Air Traffic Control
awards and was repre-
sented by retired BG
Rodney Wolfe.

The Air Traffic Control
Company of the Year
is Co. D, 1st Bn., 58th
Avn. Regt., Hunter
Army Airfield, Ga. Over
the course of the past
year, the men and
women of Co.D suc-
cessfully de-ployed their
entire compliment of
assigned Soldiers and
assets to OIF-l. They provided air traffic services at the
Washington Army Heliport in Baghdad, and tower and ground
controlled approach services at the Taji Airfield under hostile
and austere conditions. CPT Robert E. Bugner and 15G David
Ibsen, the commander and senior NCO, accepted the award.
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ATC Company of the Year: 15G David
Ibsen and CPT Robert E. Bugner
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ATC Facility

(Ret.) Rod Wolfe,
BG (Ret.) Tom
Konitzer, SFC
Chris Briggum
and BG E.J.
Sinclair share an

The Air Traffic Control Facility of the Year is Washington

on stage chuckle.

in Washington Army Heliport during OIF-1Il and wera direct-
ly responsible for all air movements in the Baghdad interna-
tional zone. Their exemplary service and dedication to duty
ensured mission success of Baghdad Radio. Platoon
sergeant SFC Christopher D. Briggum, who is enroute to
Irag, accepted the award on behalf of the facility.

The Air Traffic Maintenance Tech-
nician of the Year is S5G Alina D.
Smith, Co. G, 58th Avn. Regt., Cbt
Avn. Bde., 25th Inf. Div. (Light),
Schofield Barracks, Hawaii. As the
communications and electronics sec-
tion chief for Co. G, Smith was directly
responsible for the swift and efficient
reset of two ATS facilities and two bea-
cons from combat operations in
Alghanistan. Through her maintenance
management expertise, Smith ensured
that all deployed equipment was fully mission capable and
ready to support the 1st Bn., 25th Avn. Regt. Her dedication
and leadership set the standard for maintenance excellence.
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556G Alina Smith

The Air Traffic Control Manager of
the Year is SFC Michael D.
Sutterfield, Co. G, 58th Avn. Regt,,
Cbt. Avn. Bde., 25th Inf. Div.,
Schofield Barracks, Hawaii. As the
senior ATS liaison in the Combined-
; Joint Task Force 76 operations area in
- Afghanistan during OEF-V, Sutterfield

§L g directly ensured Co. G's success. He
Ha iy f4sd served In many capacities including:
SFC Michael Sutterfield the airspace command and control
(AC2) NCOIC in the CJTF-76 aviation

cell, as the Army fixed wing aircraft scheduler, and as the
Co. G first sergeant. Sutterfield increased the services of the
Salerno control tower, obtaining its Federal Aviation
Administration certification, and improved AC2 cell opera-

PHOTO BY JANE ARMSTROMNG

Award (I to r): BG tions in the CJTF-76 Joint Operation Center.

T T

The Air Traffic Controller of the
Year is SPC Timothy A. Johnson,
Co. D, 1st Bn.,, 58th Avn. Reqt.,
Hunter Army Airfield, Ga. While serv-
ing in QIF-IIl, Johnson developed a
training program that enabled 10 air
traffic controflers lo achieve their ATC
ratings in minimal time. Johnson's
teaching ability led to 7 first-time tac-
tical certifications on the tactical air-
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Army Heliport, Co. D, 1st Bn., 58th Avn. Regt., Simmons ~ >"© 1imothy A. space integration system and greatly
Army Airfield, Fort Bragg, N.C. The Knights of Co. D, worked  Johnson enhanced the overall mission suc-
—
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cess of Baghdad Radio and the Washington Army Heliport
in Baghdad's international zone.

The Aviation Trainer of
the Year is CW4 John J.
McCann; Headquarters Co.,
3rd Bn., 3rd Avn. Regt., Cbt.
Axvn, Bde., 3rd Inf. Div., Fort
Bragg, N.C. McCann's in-
novative approach to train-
ing enabled his unit to sus-
tain new equipment train-
ing, concurrent with combat
operations, at an opera-
tional tempo that averaged
1,900 hours per month. He
developed a sustainment
gunnery program with tech-
niques for target detection,
tracking and engagement,
and emergency proce-
dures and standards of
performance training using simulators to replicate routine and
catastrophic system degradations as the result of battle dam-
age. His efforts ensured aircrew confidence and proficiency to
execute dynamic airmanship in support of ground operations.
L3 Communications Link Simulation and Training sponsors
this award and was presented by relired MG Walter Yates.
The Army Aviation
Med-icine award, spon-
sored by the Gentex
Corporation, was pre-
sented to Dr. (CPT)
Nicole C. Powell-Dun-
ford, M.D., HHC, Cbt
Avn, Bde., 25th Infantry
Division, Whesler Army
Airfield, Hawaii. Powell-
Dunford, as the Task Force
Diamond-head flight sur-
geon, distinguished her-
self during deployment to
OEF-V in Afghanistan.
She provided care for over
1,000 Sol-diers, Mavy flight
personnel and coalition
forces, as well as serving as a flight surgeon to Task Force
Saber. On her return to Hawaii, Powell-Dunford was instru-
mental in the successful medical preparation for the Pakistan
earthquake relief effort. This Soldier-physician is truly the epit-
ome of Army aviation medicine, Gentex’s Gerald L. Johnson
presented the award.

CW2 John McCann, wife Tracy and
daughter Natalie.

Dr [CFT} Nicole C. Powell-Dunford
and Sinclair

I T T T N T

The Awanun Fixed Wing Unit of the Year iz Co, A, 249th
Avn. Regt., from the Oregon, Oklahoma, S. Dakota and
Washington Army National Guard, Salem, Ore. FlightSafety
International sponsors this award, Alerted in November 2004,
Co. A, a theater aviation company, quickly mobilized its four

C-23 Sherpa detachments in four states
and deploy in less than 90 days to OIF-
. Using input from previously
deployed C-23 units, Co. A developed
tactical flight tasks and techniques,
which are incorporated today into the C-
23 aircrew training manual. Its eight C-
23s flew over 5,200 accidenl free hours
while providing theater-wide transporta-
tion support to the Multinational Corps-
Irag. MAJ Devin Wickenhagen accept-

Fixed Wing, MAJ ed the award from FSI representative
Devin Wickenhagen  Michael J. Carpon.
Tha Armyﬂwa;.t:.‘nn
Air/fSea Rescue
award, sponsored

by Goodrich Hoist
and Winch, was
presented to Co. C.,
3rd Bn., 25th Avn.
Regt.,, Cbt. Awn.
Bde., 25th Inf. Div.,
Schofield Barracks,
Hawaii. The Dusloff
LA crew from Company
o . - C (formerly the 68th
CW2 James Gisclair and MAJ Peter Eberhardt  Medical Company
{(Air Ambulance)),
performed a life saving mission June 26 during a training flight.
They spotted three Afghan children being swept down a raging
river, in danger of drowning. Putting their own lives at risk in a
hostile combat area and in deteriorating weather with high
winds, the crew saved the children using the rescue hoist. Due
to their actions, a local Afghan village was able to understand
the positive things that the United States and allied forces are
doing for their country. The Dustoff crewmembers are CW2
James Gisclair, CW2 Nathan Scott, SGT Tyrone Jordan and
SPC Christopher Zimmerman. MAJ Peter Eberhardt, com-
mander, and Gisclair accepted the award on behalf of the oth-
ers from Goodrich's Roy Zavitz.
AAAA Mational sponsors the Military
Academy and ROTC Aviation Cadet
of the Year awards, which are present-
ed to the top cadet in each program
who branches Awviation. 2LT Jeffrey
Bonheim was selected as the 2005
USMA Cadet and received his award
last June at West Point, N.Y.
The ROTC cadet of the year is 2LT
Alex Bertelli, a magna cum laude grad-
uate of Dayton University with a
Bachelor of Science in Business
Administration. He is also a Dislin-
guished Military Graduate and a
Marshall Award recipient. Bertelli is cur-
rently in the Flight School XX1 OH-58D Kiowa Warrior track al
Fort Rucker.
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2LT Alex Bertelli
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AR ASSAULT CHAPTER
FORT CAMPBELL, KY
Mr. Waller G, Adams
SFC Scolt A. Homolka
MAJ Roderick M. Hynes
CWS John C. Pope

LT Shane Radike
ALOHA CHAPTER
HONOLULL, HI

586 Gerard J. Acuna
158G Necati Akpinar
M3G Crystal L. Anderson
550G Kelly D. Bennali
CPT Malthew P. Brown
S5 John W, Burgan
SFC kra D. Bums

586 Gloria J. Cain

LT Adls J. Comeaux
SPC Elijsh R. Crowa
CPT John B, Davis, Hl
MAJ David J. Francis
SGT Jack K. Gingo

SPC Nathan J. Kildoo
MAJ Thomas E. Lewis Jr.
2LT Brant R. Leyden
SGT Richard M. Luna
PFC Gene A. Magha
SPC Kavin 5. McMahan
SGT Adollo T, Miskica Jr.
BGT Gregory 5. Meehl
ST Joal A, Moralas
PFC Rabert E. Munson
SFC William F. Mickokodl
SGT Brock C. Miehaus
SPC Jacguehm D. Norhrop
CPT Edward L. Powell
556 Johnny Robbins

M. Ricky G. Roberson
CPT Michaei A Sines
SPC Brandalen L. Smith
156 Anlhony E. Smoots
MAJ Gerald J, Staider
SGT Timathy 5. Sephan
SPC Brian M. Stevens
SGT Kiela L. 5t George
556G Ty L. Taylar

SGT Mechael E, Vanviked
SPC Genovoso M. Velasec
LT Merill W. Walker

M. Steven W, Wylke
356 Wilkarn J. Youkers, Jr.
AMERICA'S 15T COAST CHAP.
JACKSONVILLE, FL
CW4 David D, Russell
ARIZONA CHAPTER
MESA, AZ

Mr, John Batlen

Mr. Ed Grazier

Mr. Randy Keslerson

Mr. Alan Newgebausr

M, Lonny Rakes

Mr. Roberl Rana

W, Jeff Soyder

M. Mark Torres
ARMADILLO CHAPTER
CONROE, TX

Mr. Danial P. Kalen

CW4 Roger M. Riepe
AVIATION CENTER CHAPTER
FORT RUCKER, AL

AT Sleve R. Absams
AT Marco A Acevedo
WO Larry A, Alcaida
WO Eduardo C. Alomar
WO Mecah T, Amman

WO David L. Beaumant
WO Justin B. Bielss

LT Bruce A, Bishop

ZLT Bengamin D, Bowman
WO1 Joshua J. Buffham
WO1 Scolt L. Burke

LT Juan F. Carelon

SPC Robert F. Chatlin
LTC Tsung-Yuan Chien

Mr. Peter J. Coling

WO1 Scolt 5. Coon

WO1 Kaillyn M. Cormwel
WO Samuel A, Corez

Mr. John K. Crimmings
WO1 Nicholas R, D'Andrea
MAJ Timothy J. Dargie
2T ChwisSing P. DeVany
LTC David A, Dykes

550G Lorenzo G, French
Ms. Donna L. Geiffis

WO1 Ricardo Gulierrez
MAJ Michael P. Hansen
WO1 Kyle G. Haris

ZLT Ryan L. Harison

AT James B, Hickay
CW3 Steve E. Hood I
WO1 George 5. Hrichak Nl
CWd James O, Hurlay
WO1 Thomas 0. Johnson
Z2LT Thomas P. Kavanaugh
WO1 David A. Keppler
21T Kelly K. Kimber

WO1 Anthony M. Kinney
WO1 Pele M. Klein

2T Erin H. Leach

WO1 Kennedh L. Lynch
AT Danied C. Malakie
WO1 Chris E. Might

WO1 Jake L kitchedl

AT Chad A. Monroe

WO1 Brian F. Morrissey
WO1 Zachary M. Munar
21T Mafhan L. Parker

2T Greg A Pasguanlonio
AT Jay D. Palion

WO1 Chrislopher M, Payne
LT Bradiey R. Pray

2T Gary E. Preston Il
WO1 Delean A, Rich

556 Jose J. Rodriguez-Sanchez
WO1 Bryan K. Ruiz

LTC Gragory F. Rustler

2T Ralph T. Salazar

AT Jason H. Seales

WO Lynsey R. Seybold
WOt Joseph P. Shafer
856 Defrick L. Smiley

AT Jeremy A Smith

WO1 Benjamin F. Sobay
Ms. Kimberly J. Slrom

AT Victoria A. Tennimon
WO1 Omar Tomes

2T Rebeccah A, Van Imvagen
WO1 Ashley A. Weber
W01 Anlhony B. Weslon
COL John M, Wohlaber, 1l, Rat
WO1 Wilkam K. Woodward
BIG RED OME CHAPTER
ANSBACH, GERMANY
MAJ John A, Weaver
BLACK KNIGHTS CHAPTER
WEST POINT, NY

COT Samuel J, Fjellanger
MAJ Richard A, Petty, Sr. Ret

CAMP BONDSTEEL CHAPTER
CAMP BONDSTEEL, KOSOVO
CW?2 Jefiney Braid

SFC Thomas A, Cruce

C5M Gearge W, Davis, Jr.
CW4 Timothy D. Delong

CWE Russall J. Kogut

MAJ Palrick H. Lawrenca

2LT Kennelh M. Lazorchak
CW4 Lowis B, Lippl

CW3 Ronald W, Menoher
536 James K. Meyers

MAJ James Nugent Jr.

CW3 Bobby D. Prater

CW4 Michaed P, Salyers

LTC Sleven L. Scovila

CW3 Wendell J. Smith

CW2 Kurfis W, Weaaver
GENTRAL FLORIDA CHAPTER
ORLANDO, FL

Mr. January Dennison

M. Robert G. Grimsba, Sr.

M. Robert A. Hatlon

M, James M. King

M. Robert P. Klaver

COL Craig G, Langhauser

M, Lea A Rowlands
GOLONIAL VIRGINWA CHAPTER
FORT EUSTIS, VA

M. Jeff A. Dupere

156G Thomas Gaither, Rat.

M. Frank Howard

M, Joe Kaminski

SFC Michael E. McEntee, Ret.
Ms. Nancy Roache

Mr, Josaph A Sullivan

M. Josa A, Valez

LTC Van J, Yoorhees Jr,
CONNECTICUT CHAPTER
STRATFORD, CT

M, Jerry W, Wheelar
CORPUS CHRISTI CHAFTER
CORPUS CHRISTI, TX

M. Ronald D, Mediock

M. Xavier Rivera
DELAWARE VALLEY CHAPTER
PHILADELPHIA, PA

CW4 James F. Krueger

Ms, Roberta Patrick

FLYING TIGERS CHAPTER
FORT KNOX, KY

Mr, Jason C. Andry

MAJ Matthew R Handy

Mr. Dean A Paczkowskl
FRONTIER ARMY CHAPTER
FORT LEAVENWORTH, KS
CW2 Gregory D. Carler
GREATER ATLANTA CHAPTER
ATLANTA, GA

MAJ Hector A. Gonzalez

LTC Harold M. Hinkon

LTC Michael G. Schelinger
GREATER CHICAGO AREA CHAP.
CHICAGO, IL

Mrs. Barhara G. Kondtzer

CPT Josaph P. McLaine

CPT Thomas E. Maliner, Ret.
LT Kalheyn A. Pinler

IRCN MIKE CHAPTER

FORT BRAGG, NC

CPT Ryan P. Boyle

SGT Michael J, Carden

MAJ John ML Cyrulik

LTC Frederick H. Jassen

CW2 Willkam D. Kilgora, Jr.

CW4 Charles W. Roberlz
CPT Eric 8. Schwarltz

CW2 Robert B, Stroud

LTG John B. Vines

JACK H. DIERELLIALAMO/
FORT SAM HOUSTON, TX
Wr, Thomas Tumer

JIMMY DOOLITTLE CHAPTER
COLUMEBIA, 5C

SGT Alen R. Acord

PFC Cecilla L. Brown

SFC Vicloria D, Miller

SGT Chrislian T, Neal

PFC Richard T. Newman
550G George A Robinson
KEYST CHAPTER
INDIANTOWN GAP, PA
CW3 Cameron M. McDaniel
SGT Mathan L. Sherk

SFC Bradley E. Trenl
LINDBERGH CHAPTER

ST. LOUIS, MO

Mr. Mark D. Bass

SFC Lany K. Helvie, Rel.
MAGNOLIA CHAPTER
JACKSON, M5

CW3 Jafi D. Nealy

SPC Richard 0. Newell

PFC William Lee Reeves
SGT Scolt T. Smira

SGT Danlel W, Wilkes
MICHIGAN GREAT LAKES CHAP.
GRAND LEDGE, MICHIGAN
CW4 Noah M. South
MONMOUTH CHAPTER
FORT MONMOUTH, WJ
SPC Shannon L, Bowker
CW3 Richard K. McClaliand
MAJ John M. Metzler

335G George R. Reilly

CW2 Peler J. Roussal
MORNING CALM CHAPTER
SEOUL, KOREA

CW4 William W, Grubb [1 Rat,
SFC Gregory L. Hagler

158G Sleven F. Salriel, Rel.
CSM Sok C. Yun, Rel
NORTH COUNTRY CHAPTER
FORT DRUM, Y

CW3 Roberl W, Cuyler
NORTH STAR CHAPTER
ST. PAUL, MN

Ms. Karen Cleveland
NORTH TEXAS CHAPTER
DALLASIFORT WORTH

Ms, Debbie Gearhar

Mr, John F. McGes NI

MAJ David W. Rhone
PHANTOM CORPS CHAPTER
FORT HOOD, TX

CPT Allen G. Hahn

SGT Charles W. Hellam
SFC Maynard C. Hinkle
PIKES PEAK CHAPTER
FORT CARSON, CO

CW2 Brian T. Oxlery

LTC John W. Thompson
SGT Juslin A Wels

RAGIN' CAJUN CHAPTER
FORT POLK, LA

CW4 Michasl C. Buie, Rel.
SAVANNAH CHAPTER

FT STEWART/HUNTER AAF, GA
CW4 Wiley A. Guslalson
SPC Billy J. Kennedy

SINAI CHAPTER

SINAIL EGYPT

SFC James W. Jonas

CW3 Troy A. Richardson
CWY Gary 5, Scoll

CW3 Richard G. Wilks, Jr.
SOUTHERN CALIFORNLA CHAP.
LOS ANGELES, CA

Me. Allen L. Ruggles
TARHEEL CHAPTER
RALEIGH, NC

LTC William R. Coats
TENMESSEE VALLEY CHAPTER
HUNTSVILLE, AL

M, Kan W, Amald

Ms, Dianne K. Atchley

Ms, Sheila A Blair

M, Kenneth A. Boyd

M, Paul E. Branum

LTC Kailh J. Brown

b, James 3. Burgass

Mrs. Franchesca Y. Chanca
SFC Lance E. Craver

Dv. Swzan E. Cunningham
550G Derrick T, Davis

Ms, Amy Carden-Dilockar
M, Marcia Elking

Me. Chad Fielder

Ms, Siephanie J. Hanna

M, Marin A. Haris Il

M, Scoll K. Harling

Mr. Robert J. Herath

Mr, Michael J, Howerton
Mrs. Cynithia M. Keelon

Dv. Robert L. King

Ms, Sue M, McClurg

M, Fernando FL Marrilt
CW3 Santiago Orliz, Jr., Rel.
Mr. Hank Perkins

LTC Alien M. Pigrim

Mr. Bruca T. Robinson

M, Mark A, Salverson

Ms. Kristie L. Scheuer

Mr, Mark E. Sims

M, Tray D. Stern

LTC Donald F. Thomson, Ret
Mr. Mark A, Velazquez

Ms, Virginia D. Young

UNIV OF NORTH DAKOTA CHAP.
GRAND FORKS, ND

M. Wiliam Edmiquist
VOODOO CHAPTER

MNEW ORLEANS, LA

150G Jack J, Leftwich
WASHINGTON-POTOMAC CHAP.
WASHINGTON, DC

CPT James M. Ashbum

M, Glenn Brown

M. Tom Coll

COL Rayrnond D. Engslrand, Ret
M. Larry Huffman

M. Joe Jahoda

M, Jim Jalbert

M. John Law

Ms. Elizabeth B. Molley

Mr. John W, Mountjoy

Mr, Charles R. O'Rourke
MAJ Paul E. Prevost, Rel,
MAJ Jamelle C. Shawlay
ETC Robert J. Ulses

M. David Wendiand

LTC Joseph W, Wilkarsan Il
My, Stan Yackel

WESTERN NEW YORK CHAP,
ROCHESTER, NY

SPC Ryan A Boas
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2005 LEGISLATIVE GAINS AND
LOSSES
Results are mixed regarding the final

provisions of the 2006 Defense
Authorization Act, signed into law by the
president on Jan. 6.

The Military Coalition (TMC) was disap-
pointed when the final version of the bill
dropped Senate-passed initiatives thal
would:

B End deduclion of Veteran Affairs sur-
vivor benefits from survivor benefit plan
(SBP) annuities when a member dies of
service related conditions.

B End SBP premium payments for
"Greatest Generation” relirees who have
already paid more SBP premiums than
post-1978 retirees.

B Provide full, immediate concurrent
receipt for otherwise qualifying disabled
retirees deemed “unemployable” by the VA
(the House provision provides full retired
pay by Oct. 1, 2009 instead).

The changes mean that SBP widows will
still have VA payments deducted from their
SBP benefits if their spouse's death was
service-connected, and World War |l
refirees who have already paid more than
30 years of SBP premiums will have to wait
at least another year to have the same
paid-up SBP coverage that post-1978
refireas enjoy.

While TMC is disheartened after last
year's strenuous fight on widow and
refirees issues, we are gralified that we
came closer than ever before, and realize
that many past victories required multi-year
campaigns. TMC will lead the fight again
this year.

Meanwhile, TMC achieved other signifi-
cant victories, including:

B Extending fee-based TRICARE eligi-
bility to all drilling Guard-Reserve mem-
bers,

® A 3.1 percent 2006 pay raise for the
military (.5 percent above private sector).

W |ncreased Army end strength by
10,000.

LEGISLATIVE REPORT

LTC JoAnn Eberle (Ret.)
AAAA Representative to The Military Coalition (TMC)

B Full housing allowance for Guard-
Reserve members activaled 30+ days.

B 4.1 percent cost-of-living adjustment
for retired pay/SBP/disability compensa-
tion.

B Raised minimum SBP annuity to 40
percent of covered retired pay (as of Oct
1, 2005).

® |ncreased death gratuity to $100,000
for all active duty deaths,

For a comprehensive list of 2005
achievements and more on TMC, visit
www.themilitarycoalition.org.

PENTAGON DEFENDS RETIREE
HEALTH FEE INCREASES

Asst. Defense Secretary for Health
Affairs Dr. William Winkenwerder and his
deputy Dr. Steve Jones met with TMC
members Jan. 11 to discuss DOD plans to
shift substantial TRICARE costs to retired
beneficiaries.

The session was frustrating on both
sides, as TMC members requested
specifics aboul the new proposals which
the speakers stated they couldn't yet
answer.

However, as reported in January's
update (pg. 47: TMC protesis health fee
hikes), TMC has learned through multiple
sources that the FY2007 defense budget
submission will likely triple or quadruple
many beneficiary health cosls over three
years, especially for refirees under age 85,
beginning this Oct. 1.

Winkenwerder gave the following DOD
reasons for shifting more costs to retirees:
B Health costs are rising faster than
the rest of the Defense budget, mainly due
to legislated benefit expansions, increasing
retiree use of care, and general health

inflation.

| Retirees will consume 65 percent of
defense health spending by 2011, vs. 43
percent in 2000 (mainly due to the 2001
TRICARE for Life enactment).

® Mo change in refiree health fees
since 1995.

® Military health benefils are "exlreme-
Iy rich,” with retirees averaging $680 in
out-of-pocket health cosls per year vs.
$3,700 for civilians.

B As private sector employers have
reduced health benefits, the number of
retirees using TRICARE has risen from 66
percent in FY02 fo 78 percent in FYO0G,
and is expecled to reach 87 percent by
2011 if trends continue.

B Limiting DOD health costs to the cur-
rent & percent of the Pentagon's budget
would save $20 billion a year by FY2015.

® Current health cost projections “can'l
be funded without dramatic incursions into
Service line budgets or significant Defense
budget increases.”

TMC recommends the government do
more to improve TRICARE and promote
efficiency, rather than shift more cosls fo
beneficiaries.

COMBAT VETS OFFERED FREE
VA HEALTH CARE

Veterans with combat service after Nov.
11, 1998, including aclivated National
Guard and Reservisls, can receive free
health care from the Dept. of Veterans
Affairs by enrolling within 2 years after their
separation date from active military service.

Veterans who enroll under this authority
with VA will also retain enroliment eligibility
after the two-year period ends, while eligi-
bility and subsequent care for those who do
not enroll during the two year period is
based on other factors such as compens-
able service connection rating, VA pension
status, and financial circumslances.

For specific details contact your nearest
VA medical facility, call (800) 827-1000, or
visit the VA website: www.va.govihealheli-
gibility.

NEW TAX LAW AFFECTS EARNED
INCOME CREDIT ELIGIBILITY

A recent tax law change helps deployed
service members and their families become
eligible for the Earned Income Tax Credit
(EITC).

The Gulf Opportunity Zone Act of 2005
extends a special rule allowing military per-
sonnel the option of including their military
pay eamed in a combat zone, which is tax-
free, when compuling their eligibility for the
EITC.
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PHOTO BY BRYAN SMITH
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confinued

Ignoring this pay can reduce or com-
pletely eliminate a military family's eligibil-
ity for the credit, which is based on a tax-
payer's eamed income.,

As parl of lasl year's Working Families
Tax Relief Act, Congress responded to
concerns thal junior military families were
losing eligibility for the EITC when their
service member is deployed to combat,
allowing them to count military pay eamed
in a combat zone as eamed income.

This provision was set lo expire on
Jan. 1, but has now been extended
through the 2006 tax year. TMC's goal is
to make this provision permanent.

VA HOME LOAN LIMITS INCREASE
Starting Jan. 1, qualified Veterans and

active duly military became eligible for a
no-down-payment home loan of up lo
$417,000. The previous ceiling was
$359,650.

VA guarantees a portion of the loan,
allowing veterans to get a competitive
interest rate withoul a large down pay-
ment, and enabling more velerans to pur-
chase their own homes,

The increase is a result of the 2004
Velerans Benefils Act.

This act links the VA loan limit to the
loan cap for single-family homes set by
the Federal Home Loan Morlgage
Corporation, known as Freddie Mac.

For more information on VA loans visit
www.homeloans.va.goviveteran,

VA HELP LINES CITED FOR
INCORRECT INFORMATION
According to the VA, callers fo the

agency's regional offices for help and
advice receive incorrect information over
50 percent of the time.

In 2004 VA benefits experts made
1089 calls to each of the offices inquiring
about possible benefits; upon review only
35 percent of the answers were judged to
be completely or mostly correct.

The program found that some VA
workers were dismissive of some callers,
unhelpful or rude to others, and used “too
much jargon,” confusing many veterans.

The VA acknowledges that it needs to
do better, calling the results “below
expeciations and disappointing to the
organization.”

The agency has laken steps to
improve performance, including initiating
a pilot program fo monitor employees
silently, boosting training, and using role-
playing exercises.

Central Florida Chapter

LTC Wil Riggins, left, the CFC vice president for
Military Affairs, presented the Bronze award of the
Order of St Michael 1o Eric M. Routledge , a
Department of the Army Civilian, during his redire-
ment ceremony on Jan. 6 in Orlando, Fla.
Routledge, who was a project direclor with the
Product Manager's Office for Air and Command
Taclical Trainers wilth the Program Execulive
Ofiice for Simulation, Training and Instrumen-
lation, was honored for more than 30 years of gov-
ernmenl service. Riggins also  presented
Roulledge with the Commander's Award for
Civilian Service for his efforts to always provide
quality training devices in support of aviation per-
sonnel. Over the years Routledge has supported
Ammy aviation with his vigorous paricipation in
several simulation programs to include the AH-
644 combal mission simulator, the OH-580 Kiowa

PHOTO BY KEN DOMAHUE

Central Florida Chapter

CFC continued its yearly support for the U.S. Marine Corps "Toys-for-Tots" cam-
paign in the Orlando area. The chapter donated over $850 worth of toys to the
Marines for delivery to needy children throughout the area. The presentation
was made during the chapter's 154th consecutive monthly social gathering on
Dec. 9 in Oviedo at Frogger's Grill. The restaurant, which also provides out-
standing support to the CFC, also donated the bicycle pictured here to Toys for
Tots. Piclured above are (| to r): Marine Col. Walt Augustin, CFC's VP for Military
Affairs LTC Wil Riggins; Ann Stahl, CFC secretary and TFT coordinator; and TFT
Chairman Marine Capl. E.J. Wunderlich and his TFT coordinator Lance Cpl,

Warrior crew stalion mission equipment trainer, Miguela Caraballo.
and various air traffic control training devices.
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Once upon a time, someone did something that set you on the path to success.
Now it's your turn.

AAAA offers scholarships foryou and your family.
Take advantage and set your loved one on the road to a successful future.

If your family's future is secured, you can help others by donating to the AAAA Scholarship Foundation.
We also have our own Corporate Matching Fund Program.

For Details, call 203.268.2450 or visit www.quad-a.org.

AAAA Bchatarstip Feundatlas, In. L
TES Maln Stroes, Selte 40 ¢ Monroe, O GOABS.24;
(303 2882450 « :

Adwition and dosigaed of DynCieep




2005 Membership Winners

The Winners of the 2005 Chapter Membership and Individual Enrollment Competition are:

[y

MASTER CHAPTER CATEGORY
Tennessee Valley Chapter, Huntsville, AL
{1598 hjtl?mhlfrs;}

CY0D5 Nel Member €

COL Robert P,

ain of 231 Members
mingham, Ret., Chapter Pre

iclent

COL John M. Carden, Ret., VP Membership
SENIOR CHAPTER CATEGORY
Rhine Valley Chapter, Heidelberg, Germany
(90 Members)
CY05 Met Member Gain of 25 Members

COL Peri A. Anest, Chapter President
CSM Thomas H. Steele, VP Membership

AAAA CHAPTER CATEGORY
Big Red One Chapter, Anshach, Germany
(93 Members)

CY05 Net Member Gain of 3
v |. Edens, Chapter President
.. Bowery, Ir., VP Membership

COL Timi
MAJ Charles

Members

COL John M. Carden, Rel., Tennes

AAAA

TOP GUN

INDIVIDUAL

MEMBERSHIP RECRUITMENT
Mr. William ). Cannon, Aviation Center Chapter
enralled 581 new members

Mr. John H. Bae, Moming Calm Chapter
enralled 105 new members

LTC Michael F. McClellan, Ret., Tennessee Valley
Chapter enrolled 75 new members

Mr. Robert |. Wynkoop, Aviation Center Chapter
enrolled 64 new members

2 Valley Chapter

enrolled 35 new members

New Chapter Officers
Pikes Peak Chapter
LTC John W. Thompson, President;

Muoog Chapter

Bucrkowski-Menke, Secretary; Ms,
Joan L. Francy, Treasurer; Ms.
Camille Pinter, VP Membership
Enrollment; Ms. Julie M. Kuhns,

Scholarship

NCO of the Year
A Chapter Progrant to Recognize
hutstanding Aviation NCOs
on @ Yearly Basiz, (2005)
S50 Jesse M., Thorton, Sr.
(Aviation Center Chapter)

Soldier of the Year
A Chapter Program fo Recognize
Chtstamaling Aviation Soldiers
ont @ Yearly Basis, (2003)
SPC Adriana N, Asti
{dviation Center Chapter)

Aviation Career Councelor
of the Year
A Chapter Program fo Recognize
Ohutstandding Avn, Career Conncelors
o a Yearly Basis. (2005)
S50 Lovenzo G French
(dAviation Center Chapter)

Aviation Drill Sergeant
Career Councelors
of the Year

on a (eiarterly Basis,
550 Jose Rodriguez-Sanchez
13t Quarter 2006
{Aviation Center Chapter)

Soldier of the Quarter
A Chapter Program fo Recognize
Ontstanding Soldiers
o a (enarterly Basis,

SPC Robert F. Chattin
15t Quarter 2006
(Aviation Center Chappter)

Soldier of the Month
A Chapwer Progvan to Recognize
Chetstenneling: Aviation Soldiers
o o Mamthly Basis,
CW3 Leonte L Cardona
SGT Jack K. Gingo
SGT Joel A, Morales
Steven W, Wyllie
December 2005
{dloha Chaprer)

Aces
The foilowing members hiave been
recogiized as Aces for their signing
up five mew members each.
Mr. William J. Cannon

CPT Douglas M. Leslie
S50 Johnny Robbins

CSM Ricky P. Yates

SFC Michael F. Shaffer
CW3 Alexander Lutz
Michael K. Bardolf
COL Daniel T. Leslie
CW4 James H. Jones

LTC Daniel B, Stefanowich, Jr.

Boyd L. Mick
CW35 Byron C. Edmonds
CW3 William A. Steinke
COL Charles A. Bonasera

LTC Joseph A. Price
W4 Gregory A. Calvert
CW4 Robert L. Kaufman

LTC Bamry A, Defoor

MSG Hacvenly M. Leamon
MAJ George G Ferido

MAJ Brian R. Schaap

CPT Luis G Oakley

CW4 Dean A Mol

CW3 Ronald D. Petet

SGM Allen R. Haynes

SFC Darryl 1. Doty
CPT Cheryl L. Anderson

CWd David E. Walls
CW3 Anthony W. Church

15G Martin G Telles
MAJ Carl L. Casey

CPT James B. McLean
C5M Rafael 8. Corella, Ret
CPT Jason West

CPT Brendan J. Cullinan, VP, A Chapter Program to Recognize New _ﬂﬁﬂﬁ OT!:IET of :
Membership Enrollment Cnistanding Avn. Drill Sergeants St. Michael Recipients New Ill_dllﬂr}f Mcmhnrs
Sinai Chapter oit @@ Yearly Basis. (2005) (Gold) ADEPT Technelogies
MAJ K. Brogan Farmen, President S5G Detrick L. Smiley LTG John R. Vines Astron Wireless Technologies, Inc,
{Aviarion Cemter Chapter) (Silver) GasTOPS Inc.

Gilobal Military Aircrafi Systems

" L.W4 .I[nmcs E".Wjum' RE.L' + NCO of the Quarter SGM Kenneth G Rich Hydro Engineering, Inc.
I n:sl.d::m. .\"I.r. Jelt Markel, f‘!nl.'.l1ll.1l A Chapter Program to Recognize (Bronze) Link Tools International (USA) Inc.
Wice President; Ms. Melanie Chistamding NCOs CW3 Douglas W. Savell Logistics Management Resources, Inc.

IM Company
MDD Helicopters, Inc.
Micro-Coax, Inc.
Palomar Products, Korry Electronics
SCOTTY Caorp.

SAGEM Avionics, Inc.
Sprung Instant Structures, Inc.
Technology Applications Group, Lic,
Technology Research Consultants, Inc.,
Ultra-Measurement Systems Inc.

New AAAA Life Members
CW4 Alexander A. Berlin, Ret.
Mr, Bud Calkin
S50 Alan M. Carroll
CW4 John D. Gibbons
MAJ Jerry D. Hubbard
COL Christopher D. Latchford
CPT Ryan [. Moore
MAJ Brent A. Orr
LTC Ronald E. Wilson, Ret.
Mr. Alden D, Van Winkle

In Memoriam
ILT Jaime Lynn Campbell
Mr. Sam Campbell
Mrs. George M. Mullen
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AAAA Adds Two New Chapters
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William C. Moog Memorial Chapter

AAAA President BG (Ret.) Tom Konitzer was on hand for the Jan. 6 inaugural
meeling of AAAA'S newest chapler, the William C. Moog Memorial Chapler of
Greater Buffalo, M.Y. Volunteer Chapter

The meeting, with over 90 curenl and prospective AAAA members in atlen- AfAA's second newest chapter, the Violunlesr Chapler based oul
dance, was held at Moog's headgquariers in East Aurora and featured Konitzer of Smyma, Tenn., aclivated Dec. 3. On hand for the initial mem-
as the gues! speaker. Konitzer gave a very interesting and inspiring presentation bership meefing was refired COL Russell E. Baugh, an original
on the Association and insights into the performance of Army Aviation in OIF and 1957 AAAA, charler member. The president is LTC Kris Durham,
OEF. During his visit Konitzer also met with the leaders of the Moog Aircraft CPT Steve Todd is the vice president, CPT John Rigdon is the
Group and enjoyed a tour of Moog's world-class aerospace manufacturing and secretary, and CWS Phillip Hill is the treasurer. The chapler, which
test faciliies. Pictured above are chapler officers (1 to r); Camille Pinter, VIP. of | boasts 75 members, will be helping to assist with the upcoming
Membership; Treasurer Joan Francy; Julie Kuhns, VP of Scholarships; Konitzer; Army National Guard State Aviation Officers conference being
Senior V.P. Jeff Markel; Secretary Mel Menke and President Jim Vause. held in conjunction with the annual AAAA Convenlion in April,
Pictured above are (1 to r): Todd, Rigdon, Hill and Durham.

PHOTO BY CW3 RICKY TACKETT

ERs

PHOTO BY MIXE LAND!

Central Florida Chapter
The CFCand the Sunshine Chapter of AUSA were co-hosts forthe 2006 Orlando area Combined Professional Associations Group (CPAG) Defense
Forum. The Jan. 11 event attracted over 135 registranis and was held al the Radisson University Hotel, The CPAG was formed in 2001 and is made
up of the program VPs or Presidents from the Orlando Area professional associations. The Defense Forum is an annual event in which Team
Orlando's military leadership from the Army, Air Force, Navy and Marines addresses the community, CFC President Ken Donahue presided over this
years’ forum, while the Sunshine Chapler President Mike Genetli served as the panel moderator. Each of the speakers provided an overview of their
| organization's recent changes, current aclivilies and fulure endeavors. The common thread was the need to meet the growing reliance on training
programs, to include modeling and simulation that can be provided near-lerm via rapid acquisilion, as we are a nalion al war.

ARMY AVIATION 61 FEBRUARY 28, 2006



LT
. ; II': If. -"Llll,lllr |'l'l ‘ L .'a }

— RAAAA N

Upncoming Events

MARCH 2006

@March 8-9 Joseph Cribbins Avn. Product Symposium, Hunlsville, AL

@-March 1417 2006 USAEUR Awn, Leaders’ Conlerence, Garmisch, Germany

APRIL

@ April 9-12 AAAA Annual Convention, Gaylord Opryland, Mashwville, TN

MAY 2006

May 912 AHS International, 62nd Annual Forum, Phoenix, AZ

JULY 2008

o July2-6 VHPA 23rd Nat. Annual Reunion, Washington, DC

aJuly 21  AAAA Scholarship Execulive Committee Meefing, NGRC,
Arlington, VA
=July 22 AAAA Scholarship Selection Commitiee Meeting, NGRC,

Arlington, VA

SEPTEMBER 2006

-Sep 16-18 NGALS 128th General Conference, Albuguerque, NM

OCTOBER 2006

0ct 9-11  AUSA Annual Meeting, Washington Convention Center, DG
AAAA Nalional Executive Board Meeling, Washington

@ 0ct 9
Convention Center, DC

a(ct 24-27 AHS/AAAA Helicopter Military Operations Technology
(HELMOT) Specialists' Meeting XII, Wiliamsburg, VA

ARMYAVIATION

Upcoming Special Focus:

Contact: Bab Lachowskl
Advertising Director
Tel: (203) 268-2450 X131
E-mail: bob@quad-a.arg

AAAA NATIONAL 2
EXECUTIVE g 9 .
]""'I" . L o 5
BOARD NOMINATIONS |4 VR 3
In accordance with the AAAA By-Laws, E 3"'
notice is hereby given that in addition to the § :

nominations recommended by the
Nominations Committee for those NEB
offices in which vacancies occur at the time
of the annual election, floor nominations
may be made at the Annual Convention, pro-
vided that the name of the floor nominees
appear on nomination petitions signed by 25
AAAA members and said petitions are pro-
vided to the Chairman of the Nominations
Committee at the AAAA National Office at
least 30 days prior to the conduct of the
AAAA Annual Convention.

¥

5-159th Avn. Regt. Army Reserve

Soldiers Recognized

Over 300 Scldiers, family members and friends gathered for a welcome
home ceremony in the Aviation Support Facility al Fort Eusfis, Va. on
Dec. 4 for the Soldiers of 5th Bn., 159th Avn. Regt. The unit supported
the Coalition Forces Land Component Command, the T5th Exploitation
Task Force in Balad, Iraq, plus Task Force Hawk and TF Kuwait, from
Feb. 2003 to June 2004. During a special moment, Sylvia Moorer,
above center, widow of CW4 Donnie Moorer, was honored with the pre-
sentalion of her husband's posthumous Welcome Home Warrior Citizen
Award. CW4 Moorer died of a heart attack a few weeks afler retuming
from deployment with his unit. Picture above in the foreground are (| lo
r): BG Matthew C. Malia, deputy commanding general of the Combined
Arms Support Command at Fort Lee, Va.; Moorer, COL Thomas W.
Caples, commander of the 244th Avn. Bde.; and CW3 Brent Przychoda
holding a flag presentation case for Mrs. Moorer.
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y. Aviation

Hall of Fame

r

The Army Aviation Hall of Fame sponsored by the Army Aviation Association of America,
Inc., recognizes those individuals who have made an outstanding contribution to Army
aviation. The actual Hall of Fame is located in the Army Aviation Museum, Fort Rucker;
Ala., where the portraits of the inductees and the eitations recording their achievements
are retained for posterity. Each month Army Aviation Magazine will highlight a member of
the Hall of Fame. The next triennial induction will occur in the spr ing of 2007.
Nominations are now open. Suspense i '

See www.quad-a.oreg or contact the AA44 National O}

CW3 Jon A. Iseminger
Army Aviation Hall of Fame 1992 Induction

CW3 Jon A. lseminger was twice awarded the title of World Champion Helicopter Filot by the
Commission Internationale de Giraviation (the International Helicopter Commission) acting for the
Federation Aeronautique Internationale, the sponsor of world air and space records and contests,

Iseminger’s successes led the United States Precision Helicopter Team to two consecutive World
Helicopter Championships in 1986 and 1989,

In 1986 at Castle Ashby, England, Iseminger topped a field of 26 crews representing countries such
as West Germany, the Soviet Union, Great Britain, Poland, France and the United States. For his
efforts, Iseminger was congratulated in person by President Ronald Reagan.

Again in 1989, at Chantilly, France, competing against a field of 38 crews from West Germany,
the USSR, England, France, South Africa and others, Iseminger won with an astounding 796 points of
a total possible BOO, beating the next highest competitor by 39 points at 757.

This time he was congratulated by President George
Bush in the White House s Oval Office.

The scores achieved by Iseminger in international com-
petitions are recorded permanently with the Federation
Aeronautique Internationale in Paris, France, and will stand
as a formidable challenge to future competitors.

His outstanding accomplishments gained world-wide
recognition while representing the United States Army s
magnificent corps of warrant officer aviators.

In 1990, Vice President Dan Quayle presented lseminger
with the prestigious Harmon Trophy for his outstanding
achievements as a pilot, making him the first member of the
U.S. Army to win the trophy since GEN James H. Doolittle
won it in 1946,

With the award CW3 Iseminger joined the select ranks of
the world s great aviation pioneers, pilots and astronauts.

a:.
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