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President George W. Bush sent a message to the armed forces and the civilians who sup­
port the defense department via the nation 's incoming 21st defense secretary, Donald H. 
Rumsfeld, during a Jan. 26 Pentagon ceremony. That message read: 
'To the armed forces of the United Stat(3s and to the men and women who support them. 
Your service in the cause of freedom is both noble and extraordinary. Because of you, 
America is strong and the flame of freedom burns brighter than at any time in history. Your 
country can never repay you for the sacrifices and hardships y ou endure, but we are 
grateful for the liberties we enjoy every day because of your service. As your commander 
in chief I will always support you and your families so that this great nation continues to 
have the greatest armed forces in the history of the world. Thank you. ' 

The COBRO Corp. has established the COBRO Special Operations Scholarship, to be fund­
ed by COBRO with matching AAAA funds. The scholarship will be available to AAAA mem­
bers who are active-duty members of the 160th Special Operations Aviation Regiment, 
their spouses and unmarried children. Eligibility also extends to the spouses or unmarried 
children of deceased 160th SOAR soldiers, if those soldiers were AAAA members and died 
in a military training or combat accident while assigned to the 160th SOAR. 

Robert T. Topping has been named president and chief operating officer of Westar 
Corporation, a New Mexico-based Army and Department of Defense contractor. 
Previously the vice president of Westar's Engineering Group, Topping will assume responsi­
bility for the company's day-to-day operations. 

The 2001 Vietnam Helicopter Pilots Association calendar is now available. It boasts 27 pho­
tos of helicopters operating in South East Asia , along with unit logos and an updated by­
date roster of each pilot killed in action. The calendars cost $17 each, which includes ship­
ping/handling. Call Turner Publishing Company toll-free at (800) 788-3350 or write to PO Box 
3101, Paducah, KY 42002. 

The Helicopter Gunnery Office of the Directorate of Training, Doctrine and Simulation 
(DOTDS) at Fort Rucker. Ala., has created a website intended for every aviator/gunner 
(attack/scout/cav/door gunner, etc.) in the Army. The site, at http://155.147.98.1O/ 
dotds/simulations/SIMD.htm, gives aviator/gunners the opportunity to provide their input 
on how it and the Army's helicopter gunnery program could be better. Once at the site, 
visitors should click on Gunnery and TADSS in the menu on the left/blue side of the screen, 

Several scholarships are now available for the children of servicemembers through the 
Defense Commissary System (www.commissaries.com) The Retired Officers Association 
(edassist@ troa.org) and the American Legion (www.legion.org/educasst.htm). Further 
information on school aid can be found at www.finaid.org, and on the U.S. Department of 
Education website at www.gov/finald.html. 

Aviators of the 507th Medical Company at Fort Hood, Texas, rescued a bus driver and 
three young children Feb. 16 after a school bus was swept by storm waters into a river near 
Waco, Texas. The accident took place at the end of an all-night storm as the school bus 
reportedly tried to cross a washed-out section of highway. Stuck in the high water, the bus 
was swept into the Bosque River and taken downstream. Pilot CW2 Derek Mitchell , copilot 
1 LT Angie Presnell, crew chief PFC Brent Towne and flight medic SGT Michael Thomas hoist­
ed the bus occupants- a 5-year-old girl , 7- and 11-year-old boys and the driver-from the 
stricken vehicle. No serious injuries occurred in the accident, and the bus occupants were 
treated on the scene for minor cuts and scratches. 

Three Florida Army National Guard aviators were killed in the Mar. 3 crash of their C-23 
Sherpa near Unadilla, Ga. The three - pilot CW4 John W. Duce, copilot CW2 Eric p, Larson 
and flight engineer SSG Robert F. Ward Jr. - were all members of Company H, 171 st 
Aviation Battalion, based at Linder Field in Lakeland, Fla. Also killed in the crash were 18 
members of the Virginia Air National Guard 's 203rd Redhorse Flight. who were returning 
home at the end of a two-week training rotation at Hurlburt Field, Fla, The incident is cur­
rently under investigation by the Army dnd the National Transportation Safety Board. 

The 3rd Squadron, 6th Cavalry Regiment. based at Camp Humphreys, Korea , has been 
named overall winner and Best Combat Unit in the 2000 LTG Ellis D. Parker Awards. Other 
winners included the 2nd Battalion, 2nd Aviation Regt., at Camp Stanley, Korea , as Best 
Combat Support Battalion; the 421 st Medical Bn" in Wiesbaden, Germany, as Best Combat 
Service Support Battalion; and the 1st Bn" 145th Avn. Regt., atFort Rucker, Ala" as best TDA 
Battalion. The Parker awards - named in honor of former commander of the U.S. Army 
Aviation Center LTG Ellis D, Parker - recognize excellence in leadership, training, mainte­
nance and safety and were presented during the Aviation Leaders Training Conference in 
early February. 
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AAR Cadillac Manufacturing is working closely with the 
U.S. Army to develop an integrated, helicopter sling-load 
capable Command Post and Tactical Operations Center 
system to enhance their war-fighting capability. We have 
successfully demonstrated our Expandable Light Air Mobile 
Shelter (ELAMS) system in a tactical environment fully integrated 
with government furnished tactical communications equipment. 

Working with one of the Army's light divisions we're 
ready to certify a helicopter sling-load capable system that 
includes an integrated High Speed Mobility Wheel Set which 
can be operational in a matter of minutes. The AAR ELAMS 
Tactical Command Post system meets that requirement and 
can stand up to the rigorous requirements of the Army. 

AAR Cadillac Manufacturing's ELAMS system can be 
integrated with internal power generation, environmental 

control unit, dehumidification, electrical systems, communi­
cations panels, integrated communications racks, and a 
tactical operation suite to provide a central ized, small and 
deployable Command Center or "Jump TOC" to enhance 
the Army's communications and war-fighting capability. 

Visit us on-line at aarcorp.com, 
select Manufacturing, then select 
Cadillac to view our full line of 
quality products. 

AAR Cadillac Manufacturing 
201 Haynes Street, Cadillac, MI 49601 
800-355-2015 • Fax: 231 -779-4804 

www.aarcorp.com 
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AVIA liON llFf 
SUPPORT IQUIPMfNT: 

HOVIDING 
By MG Anthony Jones and LTC Paul Cain 

The Aviation Life Support Equipment Retrieval 
Program (ALSERP) is based at the U.S. Army 
Aeromedical Research Laboratory (USAARL) at Fort 
Rucker, Ala., and for the last 30 years has had one simple 
mission: to continually improve the protection afforded 
to military aviators. Ensuring that aviation life-support 
equipment (ALSE) meets the highest standards provides 
the best possible chance of survival in an accident and 
safeguards the health of the crew and passengers who 
travel in Army aircraft. As the incidence of serious injury 
is reduced, aviators will spend less time off flight status 
and, ultimately, human suffering is reduced, costs are 
minimized and mission effectiveness is optimized. 

An understanding of the ALSERP process can help 
every aviator contribute to the success of this program. 
Some may worry that this is an organization that aims to 
uncover the misdemeanors committed by aviators. Even 
if the USAARL investigation uncovers the improper use 
of ALSE, the aim is to find out why this is happening and 
then use the findings for continuing education and devel­
opment, not for retribution. 

The Team 
The work is carried out by the USAARL's Aircrew 

Protection Division (APD). Although the analysis is 
completed in-house, you can expect to see team members 
collecting equipment and data at accident sites around the 
globe. 

The nucleus of this multidisciplinary team is made up 
of flight surgeons, aerospace and mechanical engineers, 
aviators and aviation safety professionals. Although this 
approach is not absolutely unique, there are very few 
organizations in the world that employ this level of 
expertise to tackle the problem. If the case is sufficient­
ly complex, further assistance is available from other 
disciplines within the laboratory, the Department of 

HOJECTION 

The Challenge 
Accident investigations start with the arrival of initial 

accident reports from the U.S. Army Safety Center or the 
unit involved. Ideally, USAARL team members visit all 
sites to witness first hand the effects of the crash. This is 
not always possible, however, so the timely passage of 
information is vital to the success of the investigation. 
While written reports are important, photographic evi­
dence is always very welcome as it leads to a much clear­
er understanding of the accident. As the saying goes: "a 
picture is worth a thousand words." 

Once the available data concerning the accident 
sequence, crash forces and occupant injuries have been 
assembled, the detailed USAARL analysis can begin. 
Helmets are torn down to their component parts, pho­
tographed and examined for damage [Figure 1]. They 
often seem only to have minor surface scrapes, but turn 
out to be much more seriously damaged on the inside. 

Defense (DOD), the Federal Aviation Administration Figure 1. USAARL investigator examines an energy-absorbing liner. 
(FAA) or industry. 
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These permanent impressions 
in the polystyrene energy­
absorbing liner are one of the 
best guides to the force of the 
impact [Figure 2]. 

The next stage of the investi­
gation is to compare this dam­
age with helmets from earlier 
accidents , or with materials that 
have undergone controlled tests 
in the laboratory. The mecha­
nism of injury is determined 
and an assessment of the pro­
tection provided by the helmet 
is made. Any failure is noted 
and will lead to the team meet­
ing with system developers and 
contractors to improve the man­
ufacture and/or design. 

Of course, helmets are only 
one part of the ALSE that is 
inspected; clothing, seats, har­
nesses and survival equipment 
are also examined [Figure 3]. 
There is a patticular interest in 
the way current flight clothing 
protects from the now fortunate­
ly rare cockpit fIre. Seats are 
examined in order to determine the amount of energy that 
has been absorbed, and harnesses are tested by loading the 
straps until they fail. 

Results 
The ALSERP has 

had many successes 
over the years. The 
early work of the 
team and the appli­
cation of data from 
accidents from the 
Vietnam era re­
vealed a high pro­
portion of burn 
injuries in older air­
craft. This work, 
combined with that 
of the U.S. Army 
Safety Center, was 
instrumental in im­
proving fIre protec­
tion through the 
adoption of crash­

worthy fuel systems and flight suits made of Nomex in­
stead of cotton. Nomex-backed leather gauntlet gloves 
have also been added to protect the vulnerable wrist area. 

During the 1980s fractures in the base of the skull 
were a common fInding following a blow to the side of 
the helmet. Investigation revealed that the ear cups 
could transmit signifIcant force to the skull , so a crush­
able ear cup was developed. These were incorporated 
into the SPH-4B, and since then have been a standard 
feature of Army helmets . 
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Newer helmets such as the 
HGU-56P (Figure 4) provide 
better head protection as a 
result of the improved specifI­
cations developed from acci­
dent investigations. Early hel­
mets like the SPH-4 had thin­
ner, more dense polystyrene 
and, as a result, less impact 
energy was absorbed and in­
Junes were more common. 
Since then, progressively thick­
er but less dense linings have 
been incorporated and, even at 
higher impact speeds, less than 
half the crash force is transmit­
ted to the head. Obviously, 
there will be less chance of 
injury - but the most important 
benefIt is the ability of a pilot 
wearing an HGU-56P to 
remam conscious, despite 
severe blows to the head, and 
escape after a crash. The poten­
tial for injury has also helped to 
drive down helmet weight. 
Proper restraint is vitally 
important in an accident. Al­

though the existing generation of inertia reels lock har­
nesses in an accident, they do allow some movement. 

Figure 4. The HGU-56P: lighter weight, crushable ear cups and thick­
er polystyrene liner. 

Because of this, injuries are still seen by investigators. 
The most recent designs lock the harness earlier in the 
accident sequence and should reduce the potential for 
injury. These are now being fitted to the current fleet 
of aircraft. 
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"Service 
is a responsibility you don't take lightly." 

Service. A word we understand. We 
learn about it from our members, people 
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in the military. USAA was founded more 
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The Future 
As technologies are introduced to solve old problems, 

new challenges appear. Stroking seats were developed 
to reduce the number of aircrew back injuries, but they 
can also contribute to injury by bringing the chest and 
face closer to the cyclic. These findings have helped 
drive the development of cockpit airbags for aircraft, 
and these are scheduled for fielding in the next few 
years. Future aircraft can also benefit from the program 
- the HGU-56P helmet is being developed for the 
Comanche, for example. Despite a further reduction in 
weight and additional optical equipment, the helmet 
specifications set following earlier accident investiga­
tion have ensured that the advanced protection remains. 

Key improvements in ALSE have already been 
achieved; nevertheless , the program continues on 
strongly. As in the past, USAARL investigators com-

plete thorough examinations of ALSE from crashed air­
craft in order to ensure future aircrew safety. The price 
of this information on equipment performance is unfor­
tunately measured in human injury, but it has at least 
resulted in the best possible protective equipment for 
others. In the unforgiving aviation environment, it is 
vitally important that all aviators use and maintain their 
equipment correctly and, as a result, gain the full bene­
fit from the protection. 

- - .: .. :. - -----

MG Anthony R. Jones is commanding general of the 
u.s. Army Aviation Center at Fort Ruckel; Ala., and 
chief of the aviation b!'([nch. LTC Paul Cain is a British 
Arl/1y aviator and flight slllgeon currently on exchange 
with the Aircrew Pl'Otection Division of the u.s. Army 
Ael'OlI1edical Research LaboratOlJl at Fort Ruckel: 

E is Coming to ARNIYAVlAOON 
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By MAJ Michael J. Barbee 

"The Front Line" is planned as regular fea­
ture in Army Aviation, and each article will 
spotlight a particular trend. The articles will 
be short, and will be targeted at warfighting 
organizations. Each month we will select a 
trend, discuss observations here at the NTC, 
and provide recommendations for units to 
consider in reversing the trend. Readers will 
note that our recommendations for trend 
reversal are not magic, high-speed tactics, 
techniques, and procedures (TTPs) known 
only to O/Cs. They are basic tasks and pro­
cedures well documented in existing doc­
trine, and which are easily implemented at 
the brigade/battalion/company level. 

A
mong the topics we'll cover in the com­
ing months are MDMP, Air-Ground 
Integration, Fire-Support Integration, 

Aviation Maintenance, Rehearsals, Risk 
Management, Maneuver, Gunnery, Perimeter 
Security, NBC Operations, FARP Operations, 
PCC/PCI, TACSOP and Air Volcano. 

All of the trends will also be available on 
the Eagle homepage at www.irwin.army. 
mill eagle/default. htm. We hope you find 
our future articles useful in your homesta­
tlon training programs, and we would wel­
come any feedback you may have, which 
can be sent to eagle03 @irwin. army.mil. 
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PEO Aviation: 
loo ing to the Future 
By MG Joseph L. Bergantz 

The Program Executive Office, Aviation, and its programs are supporting the 
aviation branch chief as he leads Army aviation in the implementation of the 
Army's transformation to a lighter, more lethal force. From a material develop­
er's perspective, Army aviation is positioned well to transition to this new force . 
Army aviation is rapidly deployable, lethal, survivable, sustainable, versatile, 
agile and responsive, which are key characteristics to the transformation. To 
achieve this end there are significant challenges for our three major platforms 
(RAH-66 Comanche, AH-64D Apache Longbow and CH-47 Chinook) as well 
as our communications/navigation and aircraft survivability equipment pro­
grams. Overcoming these challenges is key for the Army to ultimately establish 
a successful objective force. 

Comanche 
The objective force's first Objective Force System, Comanche, is the result of 

the synergy of science, technology, research and development, and will revolu­
tionize the capabilities between land-force combatants. Indeed, Comanche will 
playa pivotal role in enabling our ground forces to maneuver "out of contact" 
to decisive points. [See Figure 1 below.} 

'T801 Engines 
This innovative new 

design incorporates the most 
promising technical solutions 
to projected military require­
ments. These solutions will 
address the greater intensity, 
increased tempo and added 
uncertainty of modern war. 
Comanche's enhancements 

'Composite Tail 

'Canted Fantail 

'High Efficiency 
Exhaust 

'External 
Weapons 

'Internal 
Weapons Bay 

'Integrated Operational 
Training and Testing 
Instrumentation System 

'Advanced Composite 
Airframe 
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'Comanche 
Radar 

·Advanced Digital Avionics 
·Fiber·Optic Data Busses 
'Commercial Based Processors 
'Digital/Modular 
Communications 
- EBC/JTRS Compliant 

·Advanced Cockpit 
·Fly·By·Wire Flight Controls 

ita I Map 
·Side Arm Controls 
·Flat Panel Displays 
'Helmet Mounted Display 

'Night Vision Pilotage System include beyond line of sight 
'2nd Generation FUR broadband digital communi-
'Image Intensification 

'Advanced Target 
Acquisition System 
'2nd Generation FUR 
'Eye Safe Laser 
'Combat Laser 
'High Resolution TV 
'Aided Target Detection and 

cation 

'Stowable, Lightweight 
20mm Gun 

Figure 1 

cations; sensor and C4I 
fusion; lightweight yet highly 
lethal precision strike 
weapons - all of which are 
molded into a highly mobile, 
sustainable and survivable 
platform. 

Comanche represents a 
fresh approach; it has not 
been stretched beyond design 
limits. Rather, the design 
embodies adaptive require­

ments of the 21 st century. Further, Comanche is being designed around the sol­
dier, maximizing the human dimension and making the soldier the centerpiece 
of the system. The objective is to allow the soldier to concentrate on warfight­
ing rather than SUppOlt tasks. We believe Comanche will change the way we 
organize, equip and train. 

Apache 
At the same time Comanche is pushing the envelope with the Objective Force, 

the Apache is significantly upgrading the current force. The Apache program is 
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coming to the end of the first S-year multiyear (MY I) pro­
curement of232 AH-64Ds, and we have successfully field­
ed the 1 st Battalion, 227th Aviation Regiment, and 2nd Bn., 
lOlst Avn. Regt. The 1st Bn., 3rd Avn. Regt., is in collec­
tive training with IOC this month. [See Figure 2 below.} 

So, what is the path ahead for Apache? We will contin­
ue to field the AH-64D, while also concentrating immedi­
ate efforts on reliability and sustainment (R&S) issues for 
both the AH-64A & D. Last October we signed the MY II 
contract with Boeing for remanufacture of an additional 
269 AH-64Ds, for a fleet total of SO I. In the same month 
we signed the contract with Lockheed-Martin for devel-

Chinook 
The year 2000 was another exceptional year for the 

CH-47 Chinook Cargo Helicopter program. The 
Chinook remains the Army's heavy-lift workhorse, and 
system improvements - initiated and ongoing in 2000 
- will enhance and sustain the Chinook's exceptional 
performance far into the future. 

The Cargo Program Manager's Office (PMO) fielded 
two new products in 2000. The first, T5S·GA 714 
engines, were fielded and First Unit Equipped (FUE) 
was achieved in the Connecticut National Guard last 
May. The TSS-GA 714 Engine Upgrade Program 

ARMY AH-64 STRUCTURE 
OCONUS (7) 

1 4444 
R ITD ~ 
E • 
U 

' R 

National Guard (7) 
Longbow 
"Boxed" 

opment of the Modernized TADS/PNVS, which will 
incorporate advanced FUR technology and enhance reli­
ability of the system. 

The Apache program has also budgeted and plamled for 
the common and specific R&S fixes within the POM for 
both the AH-64A & D. Negotiations for the nomecurring 
engineering effOlts for R&S will occur within the MY II 
contract, and those fixes that are on the books and ready 
for insertion will begin to be applied. We will concentrate 
on the top 10 R&S cost and readiness drivers first. This 
maximizes return on our investment and most quickly 
reduces the soldier's burden. As the Apache leads the way 
for the Army's transfOlmation, there has been significant 
good news in the past six months - the signing of the MY 
II contract, the signing of the Modernized TADS/PNVS 
contract, and the budgeting and scheduling of our critical 
fleet R&S fixes . 
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Figure 2 

received production approval in 1999. The upgraded 
714 engines increase performance, provide increased 
fuel economy and bring the Chinook back to its 
required load capability. [See Figure 3.] 

The Cargo program also fielded the first Extended 
Range Fuel System (ERFS) II to the Connecticut Guard 
last April. The ERFS II provides the user 2,400 gallons 
of auxiliary fuel for worldwide deployment or for tac­
tical forward-area refueling operations. [See Figure 4.} 

The CH-47F Improved Cargo Helicopter (ICH) 
Product Office also made great strides in 2000. In just 
over one year the ICH went from Critical Design 
Review to final assembly of the first EMD aircraft. And 
following a successful flight-test program in 2001, the 
ICH program will begin production on the first of 300 
CH-47F models. The CH-47F will carry the Army well 
into the 21 st century and, in so doing, will increase sys-
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Figure 3 

Figure 4 

Figure 5 (a) 

Figure 5 (b) 

Figure 6 
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tem reliability, decrease O&S costs, provide a 
digital communications and navigation suite, 
improve survivability, enhance transportability 
and extend the aircraft's service life for anoth­
er 20 years. [See Figure 5.] 

The Cargo Helicopter program also contin­
ued development of the Low Maintenance 
Rotor Hub, which will significantly reduce the 
number two and three O&S cost drivers. In 
addition, development ofthe improved engine­
air filtration system continues, while the Cargo 
program is also leading the way in the recapi­
talization of the Chinook fleet. 

The CH-47 Chinook continues to fulfill the 
broad range of heavy-lift operations and the 
Cargo Helicopter PMO will ensure the Chinook 
remains the world's premier heavy-lift heli­
copter. [See Figure 6.] 

Aviation Electronic Combat 
The Project Manager, Aviation Electronic 

Combat (PM AEC) develops, produces and 
fields highly capable and cost-effective aviation 
elech'onic systems. These efforts are the digital 
enablers that will optimize the effectiveness of 
the aviation platforms. 

Among the common avionics systems man­
aged by PM AEC are the AN/ARC-220 Non­
Line of Sight High Frequency Radio; the 
Improved Data Modem (IDM), which serves as 
the aviation centerpiece for C4I connectivity 
and gateway to the tactical internet (TI); the 
Aviation Mission Planning System (AMPS), 
which provides the essential link between the 
aviator and the Tactical Operations Centers 
(TOC); and such products as the Doppler GPS 
Navigation System (DGNS), the Embedded 
GPS Inertial System (EGI), and the Joint 
Precision Approach and Landing System. 
These systems provide navigation information 
for worldwide flight operations and will have 
an integrated Global Air Traffic Management 
(GATM) capability. [See Figures 7 & 8.] 

PM AEC is a key player in the Army 
Transformation Plan, providing the manage­
ment needed to achieve incorporation of these 
advanced capabilities across Army aviation. It 
is PM AEC's mission to sustain, selectively 
upgrade and modernize its products in the cur­
rent, interim, and objective weapon systems, 
and to develop and integrate optimal, state-of­
the-art products to achieve total digitization 
and interoperability. This is accomplished in 
part by leading the implementation of 
Horizontal Technology Integration (HTI) 
within PEO Aviation. 

To meet the Anny's Objective Force, PM ABC 
is systematically and incrementally modernizing 
its products to increase the soldier's survivability 
and effectiveness. Additionally, PM ABC is lead­
ing the integration of the open-standards architec­
ture Joint Tactical Radio System (JTRS) into all 
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Army aviation platforms. The JTRS will replace several 
aging avionics systems, will contain multisystem function­
ality and will be backward compatible to legacy systems. 
[See Figure 9.] 

Aviation Electronic Systems 
The PM, Aviation Electronic Systems (PM AES), leads 

the way in aviation survivability, developing a family of 
integrated systems ready to counter the infrared, radio-fre­
quency and laser-guided threats of today and tomorrow. 
PM AES is also a leader in the development of next gen­
eration Aircrew Integrated Systems and Aviation 
Survivability Life Support Equipment. [See Figure 10]. 

Advanced Threat Infrared Countenneasures/COlmnon 
Missile Warning System (ATlRCMI CMWS) and the Suite 
of Integrated Radio Frequency Countermeasures (SIRFC) 
are successfully completing Engineering Manufacturing 
Development and are on course for a successful Limited 
Rate Production Decision in fiscal year 2002 and a Full Rate 
Production decision in 2003. 

Figure 12 
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Fully integrated ATlRCM/CMWS system flights were 
conducted on the MH-60 and EH-60 Black Hawk last 
year, and the system is entering developmental and oper­
ational testing. When fielded in 2003 , ATIRCM/CMWS 
will give Army aviators enhanced aviation survivability 
against a growing number of infrared (IR) guided threats . 
[See Figure ll.} 

SIRFC radar warning and electronic countermeasures 
provide enhanced aircraft survivability against the grow­
ing worldwide threat of radio frequency (RF) guided 
systems. SIRFC provides the sensor fusion integration 
necessary to bring together RF, infrared (IR) and laser 
target data, providing information dominance to Army 
aviators . Last year, SIRFC successfully completed open­
air flight test missions against actual threats using the 
AH-64D Longbow Apache. When fielding begins in 
2002, SIRFC will be the system of choice in RF protec­
tion. [See Figure 12.} 

PM AES and the Aircrew Integrated Systems (ACIS) 
PMO are charged with one of the most important tasks in 

Figure 11 
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avtatlOn material development 
for the Army's Transformation: 
the development of systems that 
enhance aircrew performance 
and safety. Your ACIS product­
management team is excited to 
report great progress in the Air 
Warrior system, a system that 
will affect all Army aircrews . 

The Air Warrior ensemble has 
been carefully designed to pro­
vide aircrews with a less bulky, 
lighter-weight life-support 
equipment solution that will 
increase the aircrews' freedom 
of movement and in-aircraft 
mobility, the ability to ingress 
and egress, and safety - espe­
cially during MOPP 4 opera­
tions in temperatures as high as 
125°F. Critical Air Warrior 
items, such as improved laser 
eye protection and communica­
tions ear plugs, will be ready 
this year for aircrews, while the 
entire Air Warrior system has 
successfully undergone its criti­
cal design review and is headed 
towards testing and production. 
[See Figure 13.] 

Figure 13 
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Conclusion 
Army aviation soldiers are 

deployed worldwide, success­
fully flying point for the nation, 
and the Aircrew Integrated 
Systems Product Management 
Office is making sure that the 
most important aviation system, 
Army aircrew, continue to be the 
best equipped around the globe. 

In summaty, our branch is well 
positioned to respond to the goals 
of the transformation. Our current 
funded programs today will pro­
duce systems that will h'ansform 
the way Army aviation fights the 
battle in the fuhlre. To ensure we 
stay on track with respect to the 
transformation, we must re­
examine our warfighting doctrine 
to ensure it coincides with the 
future systems capabilities, and 
we must continue to fight for dol­
lars from Congress to keep our 
programs on time and on target. 

MG Joseph L. Bergantz is the 
PEG, Aviation, at Redstone 
Arsenal, Ala. 

AH-l 
UH-l 

AH-64 
UH-60 

OH-58D 
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Aviation 
in the Army Transformation: 

'Ehe Strategy: for 2001 and Be)lond 

I
t's hard to believe, but in two years, 
we will be celebrating the 
Centennial of Flight - an event that 

occUlTed in the "Tarheel" and "First in 
Flight" state. 

Who could have ever imagined that 
two nondescript bicycle mechanics 
from Dayton, Ohio, would have set us 
on such a remarkable adventure. 

Indeed, not only has the last year 
-since we survived the tomado in Fort 
Worth - been a remarkable adventure, 
but we also successfully confronted 
some tmly challenging issues. 

AMCOM and Transformation 
Helping the U.S. Army Aviation and 

Missile Command meet future chal­
lenges, while maintaining excellence 
and materiel readiness, will be COL 
Bany M. Ward, our deputy COllllnan­
der for transformation. 

Not only is Barry seeking cost­
effective innovations, but he is also 
working to assure our modemization 
and recapitalization efforts stay on 
track. And along with our Integrated 
Materiel Management Center and our 
deputy for systems acquisition, Barry 
is working to divest the legacy fleet, 
thereby redirecting precious funds for 
those efforts. 

Barry's recapitalization initiatives 
will provide combat-ready aircraft 
with dynamic and critical components 
that have been rebuilt, replaced or 
upgraded to a zero-hour baseline. This 
aircraft initiative is in the Almy's top 
10 priorities. 

Aviation Modernization Execution 
Plan (AMEP) 

Another materiel initiative, pmi of 
the Doch'ine, Training, Leaders, Ma­
teriel and Soldiers (DTLMS) concept, 
AMCOM's AMEP is center stage at 
Redstone Arsenal, Ala. 

ARMY AVIATION 

Specifically, aVIation moderniza­
tion is centered on the Comanche, 
Longbow Apache and Improved 
Cargo Helicopter. Meanwhile, our 
recapitalization efforts are focused 
on the Chinook, the Black Hawk and 
the Apache. As modemization and 
recapitalization work continues to 
progress, AMCOM's sustainment 
mission continues in parallel with 
our divestiture plan for the Kiowa 
Warrior and the Huey. 

provide our aerial reconnaissance, 
attack, utility and cargo fleets the capa­
bilities needed for operating across the 
spectmm of conflict. 

Division Capstone Exercise (DCX) 
Another valuable leaming tool is this 

month's Division Capstone Exercise 
(DCX) at the National Training Center 
at Fort Irwin, Calif. DCX will demon­
strate Army aviation's "go-to-war" 
capability, and how digitization is key 
to Al1ny Transformation. 

"Aviation modernization is centered 
on the Comanche, Longbow Apache 

and Improved Cargo Helicopter". 
Critical Path 

In addition to working AMEP, how­
ever, I think that we're also headed in 
the right direction as we continue to 
implement the Aviation Modern­
ization Plan. 

Of course, the force sh1.lcture in the 
Mod Plan is based upon Comanche 
being fielded as scheduled. So, 
AMCOM is, indeed, dedicated to sup­
porting the PEO Aviation in this most 
impOliant program effOli. 

What's more, the Comanche acquisi­
tion strategy will also see us procuring 
integrated and common-user infonna­
tion-management systems, embedded 
diagnostics and integrated electronic 
technical manuals. 

FUliher, these effOlis will go a long 
way toward helping us to manage avia­
tion readiness in the future . Eventually, 
we hope to integrate logistlc"al infonna­
tion management systems throughout 
all brigades and .convert . to the 
Comanche two-level support system. 

Combined, these valuable tools will 
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The DCX will demonstrate the digi­
tal capability that enables Almy avia­
tion to bridge the gap to the objective 
force. What's more, DCX emphasizes 
the importance of supporting the 
recapitalization of our legacy force; 
that is, refitting and re-equipping 
today's premier fighting platforms for 
the digital future . FUliher, situational­
awareness lessons leamed from the 
DCX will provide us with a complete 
understanding of how we can build on 
the success of the Apache Longbow 
and the Kiowa Warrior interfacing 
through the Improved Data Modem to 
give comnianders better battlefield 
visuals, thus making faster decisions. 

Improved situational awareness will 
give us the unstoppable combination 
of increased combat lethality, surviv­
ability and battle tempo. 

Key Enablers 
As we reach the halfway point in fis­

cal 2001, here in Charlotte, I am 
pleased to repOli that we are making 
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great strides toward merging our cur­
rent systems for buying retail and 
wholesale items. AMCOM item man­
agers are now able to process transac­
tions in one system, compared to four 
previous systems, and to do so trans­
parently to customers. The Single 
Stock Fund has simplified our work by 
combining financial and logistical 
actions. 

AMCOM's Tactical Airspace 
Integration System will provide auto­
mated Anny Airspace Command & 
Control Planning, A2C2S Operations 
and Air Traffic Services. It will assist 
planners with automated updates from 
joint Airspace Control Orders and 
AWACS. 

I am also pleased to report that the 
Anny Aviation COlTidor of Excellence 
(AACE) strategies and resources have 
been focused on upgrading electro­
magnetic environmental effects capa­
bilities at the Redstone Technical Test 
Center, greater funding to support the 
engine Component Improvement 
Program, and working cooperatively 
with local academic institutions to cre­
ate a variety of technology and engi­
neering capabilities for product sup­
port, maintenance, and enhanced 
readiness. 

AACE's board of directors is also 
working to come up with a better way 
of understanding what drives Army 
aviation ownership costs. 

AMCOM is also vigorously using 
our Science and Technology (S&T) 
programs for product support and 
maintenance. 

For example, Future Transport 
Rotorcraft (FTR) S&T efforts will sup­
port the Apache, Chinook and Black 
Hawk by producing significant 
improvements in specific fuel con­
sumption, power-to-weight ratios, 
composite stmctural weights, manufac­
turing processes, aerodynamic efficien­
cies and reductions in life-cycle costs. 

To achieve these capabilities the 
FTR will take advantage of advances 
in turbine engines, transmissions, rotor 
systems and flight controls, as well as 
advanced product support prognostics 
and diagnostics. 

Future Strategy 
Our National Rotorcraft Life Cycle 

Center of Excellence (NRLCE) 
promises to be another innovation that 
will serve the community well. The 
NRLCE will go a long way to helping 

us assure the availability of capabilities 
and facilities to develop, produce and 
sustain our aircraft. 

As we have leamed all too well, not 
only have we lost many key technical 
expelis, but also there is a dwindling 
pool oftrained rotorcraft engineers and 
sustaimnent personnel. The NRLCE is 
geared to counteract this "double 
whmmny," as well as to develop a 
cooperative effOli to achieve our goals 
within current funding constraints. 

We hope to have the center's concep­
tual design finished soon, with detailed 
design complete by the end of the year. 
Implementation of the center concept 
is scheduled for 2002, and I will pro­
vide the community updated infom1a­
tion in a future issue. 

Summary 
AMCOM remains committed to fac­

ing and meeting future challenges by 
providing the very best product suppOli 
and maintenance services possible. 

The world's best soldiers deserve the 
best equipment. And the best equip­
ment begins with the best technology, 
as well as the best application of that 
technology. 

AMCOM will continue providing 
the best equipment - equipment that is 
reliable, lethal and survivable. 
AMCOM will also assure sustaimnent 
by developing superior technologies 
and rapidly distributing supplies. 

For soldiers to fight and win deci­
sively on the battlefield, AMCOM will 
continue working toward improve­
ments in the cost and availability of the 
command's products and services. 

Our soldier customers represent our 
reasons for existence and our future 
oppOliunities, and we will always - in 
all ways - look for better ways to 
serve our number one customers. 

The challenges ofthe future won't be 
any simpler than those of the past. If 
anything, they will demand that the 
entire Army aviation community band 
together in vigilance and cooperation. 

Working with MG Joe Bergantz and 
MG Tony Jones, AMCOM will con­
tinue providing the best possible sup­
port for aviation warfighters around 
the world. 

--------- .: .. :. ----------

MG Al Sullivan is commanding gener­
al of the u.s. Army Aviation and 
Missile Command at Redstone 
Arsenal, Ala. 





lask Force lalon- an.d ~ormulated ~ three-phase plan for 
_ mission accomplIshment. 

America's Mora/Imperative w~~~~gag:;'~~~~ve~~ ~~af~ss;s:m~~~~ 
. . their specified and implied tasks. In 

By COL Wllham M. Jacobs, LTC Joseph P. Mudd and ILT Jeff Crews velY little time they concluded that pro-

I
magine yomself alone and scared. 
Your body is convulsing fi'Oln the 
pain and cold. Frantically aruift, you 

fear falling asleep. They are out there, in 
the dark, hunting for you. You are vul­
nerable, an Anny of one. As yom mind 
ruifts you are comfOited and secure in 
the thought that you have not been for­
gotten and that someone will come for 
you. The despair and isolation you feel 
slowly subsides as you hear the sound of 
approaching helicopters. As the squelch 
breaks on yom PRC-112 survival radio, 
"Warfighter 24 this is Talon 16, over" 
excitement ovelwhelms you as you fight 
to respond, "Talon 16 this is Warfighter 
24, thank God you came, over." 

Compelling Need 
This sounds like the thrilling end to a 

riveting book. In reality, this could be 
the tenifying situation any soldier today 
might face. The number of militaty 
operations across the spectrum the 
United States is engaged in is increas­
ing, and with them the chance that one 
of our own could become involuntarily 
isolated and in hatm's way. In this event, 
a well-prepared personnel recovelY plan 
exponentially increases an isolated indi­
vidual's chance of recovely. 

"Personnel Recove,y (PRJ is the 
aggregation ofmilitmy, civil, and polit­
ical efforts to obtain the release or 
recove,')! of personnel jim11 uncertain 
or hostile environments and denied 
areas whether they are captured, miss­
ing, or isolated. That includes Us., 
allied, coalition, Fiendly militmy or 
paramilitm)l, and others as designated 
by National Command Authorities. PR 
is the umbrella term for operations that 
are focused on the task of recovering 
captured, missing, or isolated personnel 

fi'm11 harm 's way. PR includes, but is 
not limited to, theater search and res­
cue; combat search and rescue; search 
and rescue, survival, evasion, resis­
tance and escape; evasion and escape; 
and the coordination of negotiated as 
well as forcible recove,')! options. PR 
can occur through militmJI action, 
action by non-governmental organiza­
tions, other us. government-approved 
action, andlor diplomatic initiatives, or 
through any of these. " 
- Approvedfor inclusion in Joint Pub 
1-02 

During the 1990s the U.S. Army 
came face to face with the grim reali­
ty that, as a component, we were nei­
ther prepared nor capable of conduct­
ing PR operations. The Air Force and 
other recovery assets could no longer 
provide unlimited coverage across the 
entire depth and breadth of the battle­
field. The Army lacked the force 
structure, doctrine, equipment and 
training to meet the myriad of require­
ments for conducting full-spectrum 
PR operations. Preserving the life and 
well-being of the soldiers who are 
placed in harm's way while defending 
our nation's interests is and must 
remain one of our highest priorities. 
We must therefore be prepared to exe­
cute combat search and rescue 
(CSAR) and PR operations through­
out all phases of an operation, from 
initial entry to redeployment. 

Personnel Recovery Directive 
It was Department of Defense 

(DOD) Directive 2310.2 (June 1997, 
"Personnel RecovelY") that mandated 
each component the responsibility for 
conducting PR operations in SUppOit of 
its own forces. In addition, each com­
ponent would be prepared to assist in 
joint/combined operations. Additional 
guidance was provided in Commander, 
Joint Chief of Staff Instmctions (CJCS) 
3270.01 (July 1998, "Personnel Re­
covelY Within DOD"). 

In accordance with this guidance, 
GEN William F. Kernan, then com­
mander of XVIII Airborne Corps and 
FOlt Bragg, N.C., set out to establish a 
"seamless CSAR architecture" by 
2003. With this goal in mind, he then 
directed COL William M. Jacobs, the 
commander of the 18th Aviation 
Brigade and corps aviation officer, as 
the executive agent to design, develop, 
implement and execute search and res­
cue (SAR) and CSAR procedures in 
order to meet DOD Directive 2310.2, 
CJCS Instructions 3270.1 and XVIII 
Abn. Corps' worldwide contingency­
mission requirements. 

Jacobs set out immediately to pro­
vide PR SUppOit for XVIII Abn. Corps 
by establishing a SARlCSAR team to 
staff all actions related t6 the develop­
ment of this critical mission. The initial 
staff process provided a statting point 

viding successful PR SUppOit would 
require development in three specific 
areas: development of SARlCSAR 
forces, education of High Risk of 
Capture (HRC) personnel, and imple­
mentation of a Corps Rescue COOl'dina­
tion Center (CRCC). 

In order to develop a SARlCSAR 
force, we began by assessing what 
assets were available and capable of 
conducting the mission. We determined 
that the primaty recovery platform 
would be the UH-60L. FUlther research 
suggested that aircraft modifications 
would be necessaty to vastly improve 
mission success rate. With Jacobs' 
hands-on knowledge and experience 
the staff quicldy designed a prototype 
aircraft that would exponentially 
enhance the chance of a successful 
recovelyoperation. Some of the modi­
fications made to the aircraft include 
Terrain-Following/Terrain-Warning 
(TFTW) radar, color weather (WX) 
radar, GPS, Pilot Locator System (PLS) 
and specialized exh'action equipment. 
Additionally, all missions are planned 
to fully integrate other XVIII Abn. 
Corps enablers (Corps LRS, G2 collec­
tion assets, etc.) 

Similar to the conductor of an 
orchestra, the CRCC synchronizes the 
effOits of many different cells in a sin­
gle effOlt to successfully recover isolat­
ed individuals. 

''A Rescue Coordination Center is a 
primary facility suitably staffed by 
supervisOly personnel and equipped 
for coordinating and controlling 
search-and-rescue andlor combat­
search-and-rescue operations. The fac­
ility is operated unilaterally by person­
nel of a single service O/' component. " 
- Joint Pubs 1-02 and 3-50.2 

The CRCC is staffed to conduct 24-
hour operations with two shifts of at 
least five personnel each. This cell is 
the focal point for all PR operations 
and information within the XVIII 
Abn. Corps. The CRCC had its debut 
during the 82nd Warfighter exercise 
in March 2000. It was located within 
the Deep Operations Coordination 
Center (DOCC). This allowed for 
immediate and precautionary SARI 
CSAR to be thoroughly planned and 
coordinated in the most rapid and 
effective manner. Throughout the 
process, they must maintain connec-



tivity and a close relationship with the 
higher-echelon CSAR center [Rescue 
Coordination Center (RCC) or Joint 
Search and Rescue Center (JSARC)]. 

Program Refinement 
After the 82nd WFX, several obser­

vations were apparent. First, the 
SARlCSAR force was appropriate; 
second, the airframe modifications 
were necessaty; third, the training and 
education is essential; fourth, the 
DOCC is the location of choice for the 
CRCC; and fifth, the fluid/dynamic 
coordination!cOlmnunication is essen­
tial to mission success. With renewed 
vigor the staff set out to refine proce­
dures; write standing operating proce­
dures (SOPs); prepare tactics, tech­
niques and procedures; fmiher PR edu­
cation; and reassess our capabilities 
during Phase II. 

Several actions were itmnediately 
taken. EvelY HRC-identified soldier in 
the 18th Avn. Bde. completed an 
Isolated Personnel RepOli (ISO PREP). 
The btigade dit'ected regular Combat 
Lifesaver Courses for as many soldiers 
as possible. An Order of Melit List 
(OML) was established for PR-related 
courses. Aviators began receiving more 
advanced training, including the dunker, 
HEEDS, deck-landing qualification 
(DLQ), SERE B, SERE C and more. 

Within a few months of initiating 
Phase II, Kernan turned over cOlmnand 
of the XVIII Abn. Corps and FOli 
Bragg to LTG Dan McNeil, and was 
then itmnediately appointed as the joint 
forces cOlmnander (JFC). As such, he 
became the DOD executive agent for 
PRo The JFC, through the Joint 
Personnel RecovelY Agency (JPRA), is 
responsible for doctrinal development, 
training and integration of service 
capabilities to maxitnize and synchro­
nize assets in SUppOlt of theater forces. 

After taking cOlmnand, McNeil re­
emphasized the impOliance of builditlg 
a self-suppOliing force readily capable 
of supplementing current existing 
forces . With the corps focusing on 
worldwide contingency operations as 
either a component cOlmnander or as 
the JFC, flexibility and adaptability 
remain key. Doctrinally, the JFC has 
overall responsibility for all theater PRo 
Coordinating this will be the Joint 
Search and Rescue Center (JSRC). The 
CRCC works dit'ectly with the JSRC 
for tracking and coordination of all PR 
incidents. Additionally, the corps' 
SARlCSAR forces are prepared to sup­
pOli the JSRC as necessaty to SUppOlt 
the theater mission. 

BFGoodrich 
SUppOrts Winners. 
The world's largest helicopter operators 

choose our IMD-HUMS*. 
• Research breakthrough in 1987 
• Verification and validation in 1993 
• COSSI qualifying and service suitability 

in1996 
Today the most comprehensive Dual-Use 

Integrated Mechanical Management System 
(IMD-HUMS*). 

Offering increased mission readiness, 
lower O&S costs and pilot confidence, and 
enhanced safety. 

BFGoodrich IMD-HUMS will be an integral 
part in digitizing today's Army, will pay for 
itself within 2 years and continue to con­
tribute for the life cycle of the aircraft. 

Our system is standard equipment on the 
Sikorsky S92 and has been selected by 

more commercial and military operators in 
the world, including; the Sikorsky S76, the 
US Navy SH-60 and US Army UH-60 
Blackhawk, the CH-60 fleet, the USMC/ 
USN CH-53E Superstallion fleet, and USMC 
Bell AH-1 Z and UH-1 Y Upgrades. 

Available today! All S&T and R&D 
are complete. We integrate and 
adjust to operators' requirements. 

BFGoodrich 
Aerospace 
Fuel and Utility Systems 

100 Panton Road, Vergennes, VT 05491 , USA • Telephone 802-877- 2911 • Fax 802-877-4113 
sales@aisvt.bfg.com www.bfg-fus.com www.bfgoodrich.com 

Vibro-Meter (a Meggitt Company) is a partner of BFGoodrich Aerospace 
in the IMD-HUMS development, deployment and support. 

Key soldiers from the 1 st Battalion, procedures (TTPs) for flying SARI 
58th Avn. Regt. , attended PR 101 CSAR missions. This was the birth of 
(Introduction to PR), PR 301 (Plans Task Force (TF) Talon. In addition to 
and Operations) and the Joint Combat the UH-60s from 1st Bn., 159th Avn., 
Search and Rescue Coordinators the TF included AH-64s from 229th 
Course (JCSARCC). Upon their return Avn. and long-range surveillance 
they absorbed the total responsibility (LRS) teams ii-om the 525th MilitalY 
for CRCC operations. Within weeks Intelligence Bn. The LRS teams pro­
they produced a rough-draft SOP and vide security and recovelY upon al1'ival 
began training other personnel in at the pick-up zone (PZ), while the AH­
CRCC operations. 64s provide over-watch and security 

At the same time, Company B, 1st from the air. 
Bn., 171stAvn. Regt., was assigned the 
SARlCSAR mission and began putting 
on paper the tactics, techniques and TF Talon continued on page 58 C7 



An innovative approach to MOS 
training continues to produce qual­

ified UH-60 maintenance personnel 
throughout the National Guard. Offi­
cially known as the UH-60 External 
Training Team, it is more commonly 
refelTed to as the "Road Show." 

Beginning in 1996, the u.s. Army 
Aviation Logistics School (USAALS) 
at FOlt Eustis, Va., working in conjunc­
tion with the Eastern Army National 
Guard Aviation Training Site (EAATS) 
and the U.S. Army Aviation and 
Missile Command (AMCOM), took 
the 67T20/30 Transition Course to the 
home states of the National Guard 
units. Aviation units turning in UH-l 
aircraft and modemizing with the UH-
60 Black Hawk had an immediate 
training requirement to transition 
maintenance personnel from MOS 
67N to MOS 67T. 

Using the unit's aircraft as training 
devices, a team of two instmctors from 
USAALS conducts the 67T20/30 
Transition Course in the unit in eight 
weeks. The course minors the resident 
67T20/30 Transition Course. The in-

ARMY AVIATION 

stmctor team provides all course mate­
rials, including technical manuals, 
computers and projection equipment 
required to establish a classroom envi­
ronment. The unit provides UH-60 air­
craft and Class IX items to support 
equipment requirements in accordance 
with the CUlTent program of instruction. 

One significant difference in the 
course is the use of flyable aircraft as 
h'aining devices. Students trained at the 
USAALS complete the same classes 
and hands-on practical exercises using 
Category B maintenance trainers. The 
intensity and realism of training are 
higher in the Road Show course simply 
because the students train on opera­
tional aircraft. 

"Watching the aircraft flyaway at 
the conclusion of training gives both 
the soldier and the instmctor a h'emen­
dous sense of satisfaction," said Mr. 
Thomas L. Gaither, a USAALS UH-60 
training specialist and former Road 
Show instructor. At the conclusion of 
each course, the aircraft are completely 
reassembled and ready to return to a 
fully mission-capable status. Frequent-

30 

bow 
By SGM Joseph W. Shabbott 

ly, personnel availability peumttmg, 
training incorporates the maintenance 
operational checks and maintenance 
test flight. 

Since USAALS began conducting 
the Road Show course in 1996, the ini­
tiative has produced more than 300 
67Ts, completing approximately 45 
classes in 27 states. While the full-time 
technicians in the National Guard units 
are the target population, the active 
component has benefited on three 
occasions: one each at Fort 
Wainwright, Alaska; Fort Ord, Calif. ; 
and FOlt Riley, Kan. 

CUlTently, Mr. Nolan Billiot serves 
as senior instructor for the Road 

Show. He has been involved in the pro­
gram as an inshuctor since 1996, longer 
than any instmctor past or present. Ex­
tensive h'avel requirements increase the 
demands on inshl.lctors to a level much 
higher than the inshuctors of resident 
courses. All former instmctors had 
extensive experience with the Black 
Hawk, and several continue to h'ain sol­
diers in one of the resident courses. 

The UH-60 Extemal Training Team 
increases training opportunities for 
modemizing units. With resident 
course seats at a premium, the Road 
Show provides a viable altemative 
course of action for units to satisfy 
their training requirements. Addition­
ally, the benefits of realistic training on 
operational aircraft and reduced tem­
pormy duty time for assigned person­
nel contribute to the ongoing success 
of this program. 

For additional information on the 
UH -60 Extemal Training Team, con­
tact Mr. James Fahey, AMCOM, 
New Equipment Training, (DSN) 
746-9540 or commercial (256) 876-
9540; or Mr. Ray Jarman, Deputy 
Director, Department of Aviation 
Systems Training, USAALS, (DSN) 
927-4370, ext. 222, or commercial 
(757) 878-4370, ext. 222 

SOM Joseph W. Shabbott is the 
sergeant major for USAAL IS Depart­
ment of Aviation Systems at Fort 
Eustis, Va . 
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Sharing the 

Legacy of Army Aviation 
By Sean M. Brady 

It's just another "Red Haze" mission to the crew of the 
OV-1 B Mohawk as they patrol the mission area looking 
for the heat signatures of the enemy's early morning 
cooking fires. Soon, howevel; a suspicious site is found 
and the local air cavaby squadron commander decides 
to send in a "Pink Team" to investigate. 

The "White Team," represented by an OH-6 light 
observation helicopter (LOH), hovers out of sight 
behind the trees, its blades beating like a quiet m.etal 
insect. The "Red Team," represented by an AH-1 Cobra, 
loiters high overhead like an eagle. Suddenly, the LOH 
emerges, identifies the suspicious site as an enemy posi­
tion, and alerts the Red Team. The enemy spots the LOH 
and opens fire, the sound and flashes from their weapons 
apparent, but the Cobra is already diving for the attack, 
peliorating the enemy positions with long bursts of 
20111m cannon and rocket fire that roll across the scene 
with a terrible thundel: 

Flying above the action, the Army forward air con­
troller calls in artillelY strikes on the enemy jimn his L-
19 and directs an infantl)1 "Blue Team" to air assault 
onto the scene. Multiple howitzer shells fall upon the 
enemy position with loud explosions, pinning the troops 
down as the deep throbbing of the UH-1 Hueys becomes 
audible in the distance. Amid the stirring score of 
Wagner's "The Ride of the Valkyries," the UH-1s touch 
down near the enemy position, their door guns chatter­
ing loudly as their sky soldiers dismount. Aji,rious fire­
fight erupts, with automatic weapons fire and grenade 
explosions roclang the field from both sides. But the air 
assault is successful and the enemy is overrun. 
Immediate resupply is called for and accomplished by a 
low-level airdrop out of a CV-2 Caribou. 

Though this sounds like a typical air cavalry action in 
Vietnam, these events did not happen during 1969. They 
occurred in 2000 at the Experimental Aircraft 
Association (EAA) Oshkosh Air Show, the largest annu­
al aviation event in the world with an estimat-
ed attendance of 950,000 people. As 
Lee Greenwood sang about 
the pride in being an 
American, 

many members of the audience stood with their hands 
over their hearts and sang along. And as the historic fly­
able Army aircraft paraded past the audience in review, 
there was a visible interest and emotion in their eyes. 

To the all-volunteer members of the Army Aviation 
Heritage Foundation (AAHF) , the first known repre­
sentative of Army aviation to have ever been asked to 
be a part of the official air show program at Oshkosh, 
this tremendously positive reaction by the American 
public represents their reason for being. With more 
than 600 members located across the United States 
operating 22 flyable historic Army aircraft, the AAHF 
has dedicated itself to educating and inspiring the 
American public to the legacy of Army aviation, the 
Army and their country. 

And to date it has been tremendously successful. The 
AAHF has already brought the stOlY of Army aviation to 
more than two million people since 1999, and has 
secured a commitment to reach an additional two million 
people during 2001. But such numbers are only a patt of 
the AAHF's growing effort to bring the stOlY of Army 
aviation to the American people. 

Anyone who shares the AAHF's desire to share the 
story of Army aviation can become a member or help 
support our effOlts. Please visit the foundation's display 
at the 2001 Army Aviation Association of America 
Convention (located adjacent to the 160th Special 
Operations Aviation Regiment pavilion), visit our web­
site at www.annyav.org, or call (770) 897-0444 for more 
information on the AAHF. And look for us again in 
future issues of Army Aviation. 

.: .. :. 
Sean M. Brady, son of founding AAHF member MG 
Morris J. Brady (Ret.), works with the foundation at its 
headquarters in Hampton, Ga. 
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WE'RE THE GLJYS YOLJ WANT ON YOLJR WING. 
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• Full-sel'Vice depot facilities 
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• Component ove,'haul and paris 

If you're putting a team together' and need 
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www.stevensaviation.com 
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'. AVIATI O N 
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AAAA NATIONAL AWARD WINNERS 
Outstanding Aviation Unit (Army) Sponsored by The Boeing Company, lst 
Battalion, 58th Aviation Regiment, Fort Bragg, N.C. 

The year 2000 demonstrated that the 1st Bn. , 58th Avn. Regt ., is strategically responsive, deployable, 
versatile, agile, survivable and sustainable - as well as representing the best of the best in Army aviation. 
During the award period the unit participated in critical small-scale contingency and stability operations; 

L.....::::...L"--....L!...L"" deployed personnel and assets to the Balkans and Southwest Asia; undertook numerous training center rota­
LTC Joseph P. CSM Keith D. tions; and participated in a variety of joint and combined exercises. 

Mudd Wilbur In addition, the battalion was selected as the first air traffic services CATS) unit to train on, maintain and 
receive the cutting-edge Tactical Airspace Integration System. Moreover, the battalion was one of the first in 

the Army to successfully incorporate multicomponent units at the company level - in its case, transitioning two ATS companies from all 
active Army to mixed active and National Guard. 

The 1st Bn. successfully accomplished all of these missions and specialized taskings despite numerous challenges, the most critical of 
which was the Armywide shortage ofMOS 93C air traffic controllers. The unit's ability to overcome such obstacles and excel in its mission 
make it an excellent example for the Army, and fully justify its selection as the active duty Outstanding Aviation Unit of the year. 

Outstanding Aviation Unit (USAR) Sponsored by Honeywell, 5th Battalion, 
159th Aviation Regiment, Fort Eustis, Va., and Fort Lewis, Wash. 

One of only two heavy helicopter battalions in the Army Reserve, the 5th Bn., 159th Avn. Regt., consists 
of HHC and Co. B at Fort Eustis and Co. A at Fort Lewis. During the award period the unit flew more than 
3,000 accident-free hours, an OPTEMPO rivaling that of many active-component CH-47D units. 

The battalion's operations were many and varied during 2000. In addition to normal training, the unit flew 
LTC Matthew a variety of missions in support of the Department of Defense and other federal and state agencies. These 

S. Maney A. Banks included support of the Army's Airborne Special Operations Test Directorate; I Corps and the 1st Special 
Forces Group; the Marine Corps' V-22 Osprey flight test program; and the Marine Corps Warfighting Laboratory's Combat Development 
Command. Among the unit's most important missions in support of state and local agencies were the fire-suppression mission at Yakima 
Training Center, Wash., and the high altitude search-and-rescue missions flown in and near Mount Ranier National Park in support of the 
National Park Service. 

Operating across a variety of environments under some of the most challenging conditions aviators can face, the men and women of the 5th 
Bn. repeatedly demonstrated both skill and determination in support of the Army, their local communities and the nation. 

LTC Kevin M. 
Kepler 

Outstanding Aviation Unit (ARNG) Sponsored by Honeywell, 
1st Battalion, 189th Aviation Regiment, Helena, Mont. 

The Army National Guard's 1st Bn. , 189th Avn. Regt., was busy during the award period. Headquartered 
in Montana but having companies in Idaho, Utah and Arizona, the battalion deployed worldwide in support 
of federal and state operational activations and state training missions. 

The year started with the battalion planning for deployment to EI Salvador in support of Exercise New 
CSM Kent C. Horizons 2000. The unit initially deployed three UH-60s, a variety of ground vehicles and 35 personnel to El 

Robinson Salvador, but during the course of the four-month exercise nearly 85 percent of the unit's members partici-
pated in the mission. 

Even while carrying out the New Horizons mission, the 1st Bn. 189th Avn. Reg!., was preparing to deploy aircraft and personnel to 
Kuwait in support of Operation Desert Spring for a year long mission. This preparation was carried out despite the summer activation of 
the entire unit to fight the forest fires that raged through the western United States. By the end of the fire season the unit had flown more 
than 977 hours, dropped 2.6 million gallons of water and transported more than 1,000 people. The initial 6 month deployment of unit per­
sonnel and aircraft to Kuwait occurred in July with follow-on preparations continuing unabated throughout the fire season, for the second 
6 month rotation. 

Throughout the award period the 1st Bn. demonstrated that it is a highly trained, highly motivated and highly competent organization, 
one in which the Army and the nation can take immense pride. 

Robert M. Leich Award 
Sponsored by Northrop Grumman Corp. ESSS 
COL William S. McArthur, Jr. 

Though long a luminalY in Army aviation - a master aviator with more than 4,000 hours in 37 types of aircraft, as well as tal­
ented leader and tactician - COL William S. McArthur Jr. truly excelled in 2000 by bringing international honor and distinction to 
AmlY aviation through his activities as an astronaut. 

COL William S. A veteran of three space shuttle missions, McAlihur captured the world's attention during mission STS-92 in October when he 
McArthur, Jr. undertook space walks totaling more than 13 hours. During the 13-day flight he and three fellow crew members attached the ZI Truss 

and Pressurized Mating Adapter 3 to the International Space Station (ISS) using the shuttle Discove/Jl's robotic arm and performed 
four space walks to configure these elements. This expansion of the ISS opened the door for future assembly missions and prepared the station for its 
first resident crew. 

Based on his capstone performance in 2000, McAlihur has been selected to head NASA's ISS training and operations activities in Star City, Russia, 
after which he will begin training for a long-duration ISS mission. His impact on the American space program, and the goodwill his activities have 
eamed for both the Army and the nation, are incalculable. 
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See Us at AAAA 
Convention 
Booth #433 

"It's about • 

pnde 
in the work we do." 

"We overhaul the fuel 
controls and fuel pumps 
for the T703 engine that 
powers the Kiowa 
Warrior helicopter used 

by the United States 
Army. We know that 
if those components 

fail, the helicopter 
can go down. 
We're the last eyes 
to inspect those 
parts, and we're 
dealing with 
people's lives. 
We take that 

responsibility very 
seriously, and we're 

proud of the work 
we do here." 

Susan Thompson 
Quality Manager 

Sabreliner Corporation. 
A proven heritage of 
best-value service, 
pelformed at govemment­
qualified facilities by 
experts who take individual 
pride in their work. 

Sabreliner. Let our 
people make you proud 
too. 



AAAA NATIONAL AWARD WINNERS 
Aviator of the Year Sponsored by Sikorsky Aircraft Corporation 
CW3 WilliamC. Ragsdale, Company C, 1st Battalion, 160th Special Operations Aviation Regiment, Fort Campbell, Ky. 

As an MH-60L and MH-60K pilot and company Standardization Instl1lctor Pilot, CW3 William C. Ragsdale developed, exe­
cuted and supervised a flexible aviation-training program for a unit that routinely deployed worldwide to conduct special opera­
tions aviation missions in high-risk conditions and all flight environments. 

His demanding and highly challenging roles consistently proved Ragsdale to be an extremely talented leader, a disciplined 
special-operations aviator and an expert trainer respected by his peers. In addition to his other duties as pilot, SIP, and assault and 

attack flight lead, during the award period he was selected to plan two National Conunand Authority-directed contingency plans and to execute 
many joint operations and training exercises. 

Ragsdale is the consummate professional aviator and possesses a rare depth of special-operations aviation knowledge and experience. His tal­
ents and abilities directly contributed to his unit's readiness and operational success, and his dedication to mission completion, to soldiers, to per­
sonal excellence and to Army aviation mark him as the 2000 Aviator of the Year. 

Aviation Soldier of the Year Sponsored by Bell Helicopter Textron 
SSG Melissa M. Mendoza, Headquarters & HQs. Company, Aviation Training Brigade, Fort Rucker, Ala. 

SSG Melissa M. Mendoza's selection as Aviation Soldier of the Year for 2000 recognizes the skill, professionalism and dedi­
cation she repeatedly demonsh'ated during the award period. 

Owing to a sh0l1age of officer manpower within the Aviation Training Brigade's S-3 section, Mendoza, a junior staff sergeant, 
was appointed the brigade flight operations officer - a position nonnally held by a senior wmmnt officer. She was responsible for 

.-- ------'- .. the management of h'aining assets and resources consisting of four base fields , 12 stage fields, an aerial gunnelY range, 112 leased 
remote h'aining sites, more than 700 instructor pilots and some 550 aircraft. She was also responsible for the brigade's search-and-rescue program 
and the Aviation Pre-Accident Plan, and assisted the brigade S-3 with any and all functions pertinent to safe and efficient brigade operations, includ­
ing air h'affic conh'ol functions, procurement of new aircraft and systems, and operational h·oubleshooting. 

In each of her challenging assignments Mendoza has consistently excelled, winning the respect of both peers and superiors. She is dedi­
cated to the success of the brigade's mission - producing the world's best aviators - and is an excellent example of the quality and dedica­
tion of aviation NCOs. 

Joseph P. Cribbins Department of the Army Civilian Award Sponsored by The 
Boeing Company, MI'. John E. Marksteinel; Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations and Plans, Department 
of the Army, Washington, D.C. 

Throughout 2000 John E. Marksteiner distinguished himself while serving as the air h'affic services system integrator in 
ODCSOPS' Aviation Division. He was responsible for all aspects of air traffic management, and managed the annual allocation 
of some $129 million in Army research, development, acquisition, operations and maintenance funds . 

Recognized as the Almy's premier expel1 in all air-traffic management matters by both the Army chief of staff and the sec­
retmy of the Anny, Marksteiner was involved in a range of initiatives during the award period. He was a key member of the team that developed 
the Atmy's position on Global Air Traffic Management, instituted a worldwide moratorium protecting air h'affic control personnel, headed the 
team that found solutions to issues raised by Task Force Hawk operations in Albania, and was tasked to develop a sh'ategy for focusing Atmy 
resources to solve critical navigation safety system shortfalls. 

Marksteiner's vast experience as an Atmy aviator, his administrative skills and his encyclopedic knowledge of air-h'affic management issues 
uniquely qualifY him for his demanding and important position. His contributions to the Atmy and Atmy aviation will be felt for years. 

James H. McClellan Aviation Safety Award 
Sponsored by GE Aircraft Engines, CWS Robert Scott Johnson, HHC, 17th Aviation Brigade, Korea 

As aviation safety officer for the Al111Y'S only fOlward-deployed theater aviation brigade, CW5 Robert Scott Joll11son com­
bines a rare level of drive, initiative and expel1ise to assist his command in safely executing the highest current operational tempo 
in Atmy aviation. In the process he has been a key conh'ibutor to the brigade's flawless safety record. 

Atnong Johnson's many contributions are his establisll111ent of a newcomers' safety briefmg, and of safety welcome packets 
that alel1 incoming pelmanent and tempormy pers0ll11el to the potential hazards of operations in Korea. His innovative "101 

Critical Days of Summer" and fall/winter safety campaigns were unqualified successes, and his booklet "Atmy Motor Vehicle - Senior Occupant 
Responsibilities and Speed Limits" has made a significant conh'ibution to force protection as It relates to h'avel on Korea's often dangerous roads. 

Jolmson's other contributions have been equally important. His instrumental role in bringing together aviation safety officers CASOs) from 
throughout Korea, for example, has led to quarterly meetings during which ASOs from throughout the theater discuss mutual safety issues 
and concerns. 

His leadership, knowledge and dedication have made Johnson the acknowledged safety professional within the unit, and have conh'ibuted 
immeasurably to the brigade's readiness and professionalism. 

AAAA President's Award 
AAAA President's Award is presented to The Army Aviation Modernization Plan Team, comprised of representatives of the DA Staff; 

HQ TRADOC; FORSCOM; USAREUR; EUSA; U.S . Army Aviation Center; Aviation and Missile Command; Program Executive Office, 
Aviation; U.S . Army Reserve, and the Army National Guard Bureau. 

During Calendar Year 2000, this dedicated team developed a totally new and fully comprehensive Army Aviation Modernization Plan, 
which was approved by the Army leadership and accepted by Congress. Working closely together, they crafted a plan for the future that is 
fully embedded in the Army Transformation Strategy, addressing all aspects of Doctrine, Training, Leader Development, Organizations, 
Material, and Soldier (DTLOMS) disciplines . An inunediate result of this effort was realized in the unprecedented $1.3 Billion increase in 
the Program Objective Memorandum 02-07 budget that aggressively addressed readiness, safety, reliability, modernization, and training for 
the Total Force. The conditions set for the successful transformation of Army Aviation will directly benefit our outstanding soldiers and 
units on point for our Nation. 

This joint effort represented a total team effort, balancing requirements and resources across the force, yielding a widely accepted, com­
prehensive product which will become the blueprint for Army Aviation into the 21st century. 
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The New BLACK HAWK HeatSystem 
An ACC/Sikorsky Aircraft Joint Development 

An effective, low-cost ACC Mini-Ejector bleed air heat system 
has been adapted to the UH-60 BLACK HAWK Aircraft. 

Proven Reliability & Performance as Compared to Electric Systems: 

• 120,000 BTUH vs. 55,000 BTUH. 

• Weight: 46lbs. vs. +90 lbs. 

• Electric consumption: 2 amps vs. 496 amps (115 VAC). 

• Space: non-interference in aft transition area. 

• New system provides heat to feet of Pilot & Co-Pilot. 

• Lower maintenance. 

• Lower cost! 

00000 

Locations of Mini-Ejectors 
1. Chin window defoggers (2 each) 
2. Cockpit heater outlets provide heat to cockpit floor - lower (2 each) 
3. Cockpit heater outlets - upper (2 each) 
4. Overhead viewing window defoggers (2 each) 
5. Pilot and Copilot side window defoggers 
6. Gunner's window defoggers (2 each, each side) 
7. Cabin heater outlets - forward (2 each) 
8. Cabin heater outlets - aft (2 each) 

ACC Air Comm Corporation 
3300 Airport Road, Boulder, CO 80301 

See Us at AAAA 
Convention Booth #1233 

e P:(303) 440-4075 F:(303) 440-6355 W: aircommcorp.com 

© 200 1 Air Comm Corporation 
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MSG John H. Bae (Ret.) 

MSG John Bae has been a unique contributor for more than 30 years to Army aviation and the association that sup­
ports it. In fact, he has been Anny aviation's ambassador extraordinaire to the Republic of Korea. 

His knowledge of the ilUler workings of the Korean Government and his personal rapport with national leaders have 
enabled him to accomplish tasks beyond the reach of peers and seniors. From locating downed aircraft in a matter of min­
utes to providing sage guidance on protocol issues, he has been a repositOlY of key information and ability that senior Army 
officials have turned to. 

Bae's talent, dedication and unique qualities enabled him to rise from clerk in the 6th Helicopter Company to master 
sergeant at retirement. He then became operations chief at the Yongson Heliport that serves the highest officials of the U.S. 

and Korean govenunents. In 1984 he personally created the Korea AuxilialY of the Quad A Morning Calm Chapter. During the past 15 years 
the Auxiliary has given $350,000 in awards, assistance and gIants to Army aviation soldiers. 

While records are not sufficiently detailed for an accurate count, it is widely acknowledged that he has recruited over 9,000 members for 
Qnad A. He has received the association's recruiting Top Gun Award for nine of the last 10 years. 

It is doubtfhl that any single enlisted soldier has done more, year after year, than Jolm Bae to impact positively on the lives of Army avi­
ation soldiers and their families. 

BG John N. Dailey (Ret.) 
BG John Dailey spent his 30 year career in aviation advancing the aIt and science of flight, enhancing the capabilities 

and readiness of tactical aviation units and sharing their remarkable success in combat. His effectiveness as a leader and team 
builder is legendalY among his peers and soldiers who, with respect, refer to him as "Coach." 

He gained combat leadership accolades during two tours in Vietnam where he flew more than 2,500 combat hours. His 
gallanuy was recognized by awards of the Silver Star, two Distinguished Flying Crosses, the Bronze Star, two Pmple Heart 
Medals and 53 Air Medals - one with Valor Device. Later in his career he received the Distinguished Service Medal. 

While commanding the 160th Special Operations Group he directed development of new operational capabilities in air­
to-air Iefueling and integrated cockpits, and was responsible for the acceptance, u'aining, standardization and safe application 
of this strategic capabi lity. In so doing his "Night Stalkers" became the vanguard of tactical night fighting in all envirolUnents. 

His visionaty leadership withstood the test of time and provided the impetus neceSSaIY for development and validation of advanced night 
fighting tactics, techniques and procedures. His legacy to Army aviation is the experience and competence of the officers and NCOs who served 
under him and now lead Army aviation into the 21 st centuly. 

CW4 Billy J. Fulbright (Ret.) 
CW4 Billy J. Fulbright completed flight training in one of the early warrant officer candidate classes at Fort Sill, 

Okla. Shortly thereafter he was assigned to and became instructor pilot in the H-21 transition school at Fort Riley. 
Dozens of his students, well trained and experienced CH-21 pilots, manned the first five cargo helicopter companies 
sent to Vietnam in 1961-62. He was next assigned as Standardization Instructor Pilot in the 8th Transportation Company 
in Vietnam training replacement pilots in combat mission flying. Leading by example he flew many helicopter medivac 
missions and fixed wing recon missions in the L-19. 

In 1963 he was instrumental in forming a Caribou Transition Course at FOlt Benning and transitioned pilots in both 
fixed and rotary wing aircraft for the 11 th Air Assault Division Tests. In 1967 he was selected for u'aining in the Navy 

P-2V Neptune pau'ol bomber. He supervised bringing six of these four engine (two reciprocating and two jet) P-2Vs out of storage to install 
top-secret radio research equipment. He then became the Standardization Instructor Pilot for this newly formed I st Aviation Radio Research 
Company and deployed with it to Vietnam. His responsibilities included training pilots in all maneuvers to include emergency procedures 
and for the continuous 10 to 12 hour mission profile of the Neptune. 

After a tour in Hawaii as instrument flight examiner and U-21 instructor pilot, he attended the first Aviation Wal1'ant Officer Advanced 
Career Course and was subsequently assigned to the Federal Aviation Agency as Army Aviation Coordinator for five southwestern states. 

This outstanding master Army aviator retired in 1975 with over 30 years service, more than 8,700 flight hours (of which 1250 were 
combat) and more that 1,000 in the P-2Y. He was qualified in 25 aircraft types. 

lLT Gerald D. Green, Deceased 
Then CW2 Gerald D. Green became the hero of heroes during more than 1,600 combat missions in Vietnam. 

Among his 81 awards are the Distinguished Service Cross, three Silver Stars, four Distinguished Flying Crosses and 
four Purple Heart Medals. His exu'aordinaIY feel for the battlefield and rare understanding of the enemy gave him 
ulUllatched ability to locate, kill or capture the enemy, and acquire key information. His creed was attack, attack, attack. 
He repeatedly returned from missions with a prisoner, backpacks of enemy he had killed or other crucial infOlmation. 
He was shot down seven times - five in a Cobra and two in a scout. 

On one occasion he located a 122 millimeter artillery battelY, drove the enemy from their guns and kept them under 
fire while his gunner disabled the artillelY pieces with thermite grenades. 

On another mission he found and followed a wire line and discovered a major enemy headquarters in an area where 
no activity had previously been reported. 

He later discovered a cave which he suspected held supplies. Using a thermite grenade, he blew up this large ammunition supply point, 
taking the side of a mountain with it. 

Five times he landed in the face of an attacking enemy to rescue downed air crews. He lifted the wounded out strapped and clinging 
to his Cobra rocket pods. 

In another instance, although seriously wounded, he pulled his unconscious gUlUler from his crashed Scout and dragged him along a 
jungle u'ail to a rescue helicopter while fighting off an enemy platoon. During this running fire fight he killed eight of the pursuing enemy 
with grenades and his rifle. Exhausted and again wounded by a "punji stake" that completely penetrated his left foot , he boosted his still 
unconscious glllmer into the helicopter and then covered its departure with grenades and rifle fire. 

He twice extended his Vietnam tour. His daring and skill made him an inspiration to his fellow pilots and the heart and soul of his unit. 
His exploits were legendalY in the IOlst Airborne Division. Wounds required his evacuation and eventually the loss of his right leg. While 
hospitalized he was commissioned I LT and later retired. 

On Apr. 30, 200, he was killed when his gyrocopter exploded during flight. 
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LTC William A. Howell (Ret.) 
LTC William A. Howell's contributions to our counhy, the Army and Anny Aviation over 63 years as soldier, aviator 

and retiree have been exemplaly. Again and again he had to create new units or fix difficult problems in existing units, each 
requiring extraordinaIY ingenuity, persistence, organizational ability and inspirational leadership. 

He enlisted in 1938 and served in horse-drawn artillelY at FOlt Benning, Ga. Commissioned 2LT ofInfanhY from OCS, 
he selved in the North African and Italian Campaigns from 1943 until WWlI ended in 1945. He became an Army liaison 
pilot in 1946. 

As Light Aviation Advisor to the North Carolina National Guard, he inherited a dozen airplanes and one mechanic. He 
recruited and trained WWll pilots and mechanics and obtained Federal recognition for the resulting Army Air Sections. 

In January 1951 , during combat, he started from scratch to establish Army Air Sections in the Korean army. Utilizing WWII Japanese­
h'ained Korean fighter pilots and mechanics, he created the units and insured their continuity by establishing two schools to train new pilots and 
mechanics. 

In 1954 he was selected by the Chief of Transportation to command the 506th Helicopter Co. at FOlt Benning - its fomth cOlmnander in 
less than one year. The credibility of Almy viation with the infanhy was directly related to the pelformance of the 506th - to date, that had been 
unsatisfactOlY. The day before he took cOlmnand, a tomado wrecked 13 of his 14 H-19s -7 H-25s were OK. His leadership was infectious and 
30 days later a cOlmnand inspection ranked the 506th among the best at Benning. 

After three years at Benning, he was called to organize and command the Anny's first presidential flight SUppOlt unit. In this eXh'emely high 
profile and demanding duty, as the only Al111Y pilot authorized to fly the president, he was eminently successful. When the Executive Fight 
Detachment was awarded the Alnerican Helicopter Society's Koessler Trophy, President Dwight Eisenhower honored Howell and his unit by 
attending the awards dinner. 

After Howell retired he was appointed the first curator of the Almy Aviation Museum. He stmted with two WWII wooden warehouses and 
some weather-beaten aircraft. His 11 years of continuing improvements led to what is now a major ath·action. On retiring again he took on vol­
unteer duty with the Almy Aviation Museum Foundation. His selvice with the Foundation continues to tlus day. 

MG Richard D. Kenyon (Ret.) 
MG Richard D. Kenyon set an example of excellence from commanding combat aviation units in Vietnam, project manager of the 

Black Hawk, the Anny's spokesman to the Congress for aviation systems to becoming chief of legislative liaison, primary representative of 
the secretary of the Army and chief of staff for all Army matters with the Congress . 

He served two combat command tours in Vietnam, the first in a gun platoon in the 197th Attack Helicopter 
Company, and the second with the l45t11 Combat Aviation Battalion. In both he excelled. 

During three years as project manager of the Black Hawk he handled source selection, initiation of production and 
building the new helicopter - the three toughest parts of the program - with great success. 

In 1979 he became the Almy aviation officer, prin1alY point of contact on the Army Staff for Al'my Aviation mat­
ters. He was next assigned, but for only a few months, as deputy commander of the Aviation Center. His exceptional 
ability to organize, manage and articulate aviation programs resulted in his reassignment to the office of Director of 
Research, Development and Acquisition with responsibility for managing all large weapons systems, including Army 
aircraft. He was also the Army's spokesman to the Congress for these weapons systems. Because of his remarkable suc­

cess in communicating with the Congress, the secretaIY of the Army selected him to be chief of legislative liaison. There are those of high 
rank at the time who believe that without him in these assignments some Army aviation programs would not have succeeded. 

Following retirement he has been a dedicated volunteer with the Army Aviation Museum Foundation for 13 years and Chairman of its 
Executive Committee for three. 

Dr. (COL) Hal Kushner (Ret.) 
Dr. (COL) Hal Kushner (Ret.) volunteered to be flight surgeon of the 1st Squadron, 9th Cavahy, 1st Cavalry 

Division. As flight surgeons should, he flew numerous combat missions with Cav pilots. On Nov. 30, 1967, on a night 
flight in a driving rain stOlm, the helicopter crashed. Recovering consciousness in the buming, invelted helicopter, he 
freed himself despite a broken left wrist and collarbone and seven broken teeth. While hying to free the pilot, he was 
hit in the neck and shoulders by exploding ammunition and his hands and buttocks were bumed. The pilot was dead, 
the crew chief was sent for help and was later found shot by the enemy and the copilot, mOltally injured in the crash, 
died the third day. He then left the crash site and was fed by a peasant who later tumed him over to an enemy squad. 
He was shot in the neck because he was unable to lift his splinted broken ann when ordered to surrender. Thus began 

the tortuous hell of five and a half years as the only medical doctor captured in the Vietnam War. 
Tied and beaten, wounded and sick and without boots, he trekked through the mountains. He was held in a series of jungle camps for 

over three years. In 1971 , with the other sUlvivors, he walked 900 kilometers to Vinh; was loaded on a train of cattle cars with thousands 
of South Vietnamese prisoners and moved the final 180 kilometers to Hanoi. 

Conditions in Hanoi's jails were bad, but better than in the jungle camps, where prisoners suffered from jungle diseases and staIvation. 
Twelve of the 27 U.S. prisoners died; some because it was too hard to live. They slept on a large pallet of bamboo where the sick vomited, 
defecated and urinated on the common bed and other prisoners. 

Kushner was offered a better life working in a hospital; he refused. He was forbidden to practice medicine, but at great personal risk 
found ways to alleviate suffering and save lives. A fellow prisoner, Frank Anton, said: "Kushner never quit; attempting always to motivate 
us to keep fighting, keep trying." Another, David Harker, said: "Dr. Kushner never lost his will to practice medicine. In the end he would 
simply hold dying prisoners in his arms and saw them through to the other side." 

Kushner said: "It was a telTible experience but some good came from it. I leamed about the human spirit. I learned about loyalty to 
your countIy and its ideals - to put your friends and cOlmades first." 
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Aircraft Maintenance, Repair & Overhaul [MRO] 
Complete Integration, Design/Engineer, Tech Eval, Data Collection, Support Services, 

Modification, Refurbish, Upgrade, Installation, Maintenance, Life Cycle Support 

LOGISTICS 
SUPPORT 
FACILITY 

Existing IDIQ Contract 
Streamlined Task Order Process 

Government/Contractor Partnership on 
Redstone Arsenal, Huntsville, Alabama 

Providing Support for your 
Aviation Mission Area Needs 

CONTACT US TODAY 

DSN 897-0740 
Comm 256-313-0740 

Fax 256-313-0816 
Email: Isf@peoavn.redstone.army.mil 

Operated by WestWind Technologies, Inc. 
Bldg. 3457 Redstone Arsenal, Alabama 35898-5000 

See Us at AAAA Convention Booth #1321 
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LTC George L. O'Grady (Ret.) 

LTC George L. O'Grady excelled both on the battlefield and in combining his combat experience and engineering talent to improve 
equipment. 

On his first Vietnam tour he commanded the Cobras, the gun platoon of the 114th Assault Helicopter Company. Almost daily, the 
Cobras were committed to air assaults into base areas at night to protect villages and outposts under attack. The Cobras became so well 
known their call sign was given to the Army's first attack helicopter. On his second tour he commanded B Troop, 1st Squadron, 9th 

Cavalry. His troop provided reconnaissance and long-range patrols blocking tlu'ee major infiltration routes leading 
south out of Cambodia. His heroism was recognized by many awards, including three Silver Stars, four Distinguished 
Flying Crosses, two Bronze Stars and two Presidential Unit Citations - one for the 13th Aviation Battalion and the 
other for the 1 st of the 9th Cavalry. 

Between and following his combat tours, he drafted the Army's first field manual on A Gunnery, helped set up 
the first instrumented helicopter firing range at Fort Rucker and established the first door gunner training program. 

Hardware innovations were a constant during O'Grady's aviation career. He designed a flight helmet shield to 
block flare light, constl1lcted helicopter cargo door airflow adapters to reduce buffeting and drag, modified an M-39 
cannon for helicopters, performed classified work on the Hellfire missile, redesigned the M-5 ammunition box, uti­
lized the XM-3 smoke adaptor to load tear gas grenades into the rocket system and applied a microphone sensing sys­

tem to develop a hostile fire indicator. He also developed a Relative Wind Air Data System for more accurate rocketry and smoother flight 
that is in use today on attack helicopters. 

This master Army aviator had 5,000 flight hours, of which 1,900 were combat. 

Dr. S. Harry Robertson 
Dr. Harry S. Robeltson has made unique contributions to Anny aviation and aviation in general. These contributions can be summed up 

in tlu'ee words - "They saved lives!" Thousands of Anny pilots, crewmen and passengers who might othervvise have died in helicopter acci­
dents are living tribute to Robertson, who pioneered crashworthy fuel systems. 

He was commissioned in the USAF and flew trainers, fighters and bombers. He also participated in many aircraft acci­
dent investigations. These led to his treatise that provided the fundamentals for self-sealing breakaway valves, frangible 
fasteners, and puncture and tear resistant fhel bladders. An Army study of survivable helicopter accidents covering the peri­
od 1967 to 1990 concluded that since the first installation of a crash resistant fuel system in 1970, these installations saved 
more than 8,000 lives. -

He continued to fly with the Air National Guard and later with the Army National Guard. He joined the engineering 
faculty to develop an Aviation Safety Center. His Crash Survival Investigators School has trained thousands of investiga­
tors for the military, other agencies of government and the aviation industty. 

In 1976 he fOlmded Robeltson Aviation to develop crashworthy auxiliary fuel systems, initially for U.S. Army and 
USAF special operations helicopters. These are now available for extending the range of all rnilitalY helicopters. 

Robeltson is an experimental test pilot, member of the OX 5 Aviation Pioneers Hall of Fame, Arizona Aviation Hall of Fame and the 
National Guard's Legion de Lafayette. 

MG Richard E. Stephenson (Ret.) 
MG Richard E. Stephenson has made major contributions to the Army and Army aviation for more than 40 years as a combat aviator, 

logistician and retiree. Many of his innovations have had dramatic impact on Army aviation. 
With his background in the research, development, test and engineering process and knowledge of the Army plan­

ning, progranuning and budgeting systems, he and the branch chief of Aviation developed the first Army aviation 
Modemization Plan. This comprehensive effort led to organizational design improvements and improved working rela­
tionships among the many agencies involved in Anny aviation. It also led to a 10 year plan of $45 billion, establishing 
clear priorities and resources for the Big Five aviation systems - Apache, Black Hawk, Chinook, Kiowa Warrior and 
Comanche. The success of this effort led to each Army branch being required to develop a modernization plan. 

Again, while commanding the Aviation Systems Command, he reinvigorated the Army Aviation Safety Program 
with the branch chief, the Safety Center commander and the Department of Army staff .This led to less than two major 
aircraft accidents per 100,000 flight hours - the best aviation safety record in the Department of Defense. 

Stephenson's outstanding contributions to Army aviation and aviation logistics had a velY positive impact in the 
overwhelming success of Army Aviation in one of its finest hours - Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm. 

During both active service and retirement he has been a leader in Quad A as chapter president twice, chairman of the Awards Board, 
president of the Scholarship Foundation, secretary, treasurer, senior vice president and president of the National Executive Board, and as a 
prodigious fund raiser for the Scholarship Foundation. 

CW4 Cleveland Valrey (Ret.) 
CW4 Vah'ey's career in aviation began at age 16 in the Army Air Forces. After three years he switched to the Army 

in 1949. He entered flight school as a master sergeant with 11 years of service, including combat in Korea with the all 
black 2nd Ranger Company. He was wounded, hospitalized in Japan and returned to duty in Korea. For service in the 
Korean War he received the Bronze Star Medal with Valor device, Anny Commendation Medal, Purple Heart, Korean 
Service Medal with six Battle Stars and Arrowhead, and the Combat Infantry Badge. 

After flight school he served in H-21, H-34 and H-37 companies in the U.S. and Germany. Following fixed-wing 
training in 1964 he was assigned to special forces, which included a stint in the Dominican Republic. He served two 
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distinguished tours in Vietnam, totaling 32 months. He flew with the 228th of the I st Cavalry Division, the 5th Special Forces Group and 
the 205th Assault Support Helicopter Company. He was also selected to fly the CG, 1st Aviation Brigade, and the deputy CG of U.S. Army, 
Vietnam. During his Vietnam service he was awarded four Distinguished Flying Crosses; two Bronze Star Medals; 50 Air Medals, one with 
Valor Device; four Army Commendation Medals; one with Valor Device; second award of the Combat Infantry Badge and the Vietnam 
Service Medal with nine Battle Stars. 

His final assignment was in the Wan·ant Officer Branch, Office of Personnel Operations. For his post-Vietnam service he received three 
Meritorious Service Medals. He had acquired more than 10,500 flight hours, including over 2,100 combat hours, and 4,200 as instructor 
pilot and instrument examiner. 

This truly outstanding master Army aviator and soldier was a role model during more than 30 years of service. 

CSM Willy Wilson, (Ret.) 
CSM Willy Wilson began his career in Army aviation as an aircraft mechanic. On his first combat tour in Vietnam he served as 

mechanic and door gunner in both Army and Navy helicopter gunships. On his second he was a technical inspector, and also served as 
flight engineer of a CH-54 crew that tested new off-loading procedures for seagoing vessels . They off-loaded 700 tons of cargo from the 
aircraft carrier HMAS Sydney in four hours and 30 minutes. 

In the mid-sixties Wilson was a crew chief of a CH-34 with the NASA Gemini Program determining feasibility and procedures for 
land versus sea recovery. In August 1979 he was NCO in charge of Operation Northern Leap, which established a 
new operational concept for self deployment of Chinook helicopters in a multi-helicopter flight from Fort Carson, 
Colo ., to Heidelberg, Germany. 

His last active-duty assignment was director of enlisted maintenance training, a position previously held by 
either a colonel or Lt. Col. He was not only successfiJl as a depat1ment director, but also established an Aero Scout 
Observer Course, restructured the Air Traffic Control Course, and established and served as Commandant of the 
Army Aviation Branch NCO Academy. His peers as directors in the Aviation School were senior commissioned offi­
cers with whom he competed successfully for resources. 

Since retiring, he continues to serve Army aviation as vice president, operations, for a defense contractor 
involved in overhauling Army helicopters . 

During active service, he was awarded the Legion of Merit, Distinguished Flying Crosses from the Army and Navy, two Bronze 
Stars, 25 Air Medals, Meritorious Service Medal, Purple Heart and others. His service sets him apart from his peers; he has made con­
tributions normally unattainable at his grade level. 

Rrst Crash'NOrthy Troop Seat Fully QJalified For Production To Offer Complete 
Crash Protection For A Substantially Expanded CXnJpant Weight Range 
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• NEW STATE OF THE ART PASSIVE ENERGY 
ATTENUATOR (PATENT PENDING) OPTIMIZED 
TO PROTECT OCCUPANTS WEIGHING FROM 110 
to 240 POUNDS 

• STATICALLY QUALIFIED TO 20-20-10 g FOR ANY 
SEAT ORIENTATION 

• DYNAMICALLY QUALIFIED TO U.S. NAVY 
REQUIREMENTS FOR THE UH-1Y 

• SUCCESSFULLY TESTED TO MIL-STD-810 
ENVIRONMENTAL REQUIREMENTS 

• 5-POINT RESTRAINT ENSURES BEST OCCUPANT 
RETENTION DURING CRASH 

• WEIGHS LESS THAN 20 POUNDS WITHOUT 
AIRFRAME ATTACHMENT 

SKYLINE INDUSTRIES, INC. 
1201 Forum Way South, Fort Worth, Texas 76140 
Phone: (817) 551-1967 • Fax: (817) 551-7179 
www.skyline-usa.com 

See Us at AAAA Convention Booth #331 
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Tuesday, April 03, 2001 
1 :00 PM~ 5:00 PM 

AAAA Registration Center Open 
Room 2170, CCC 

Wednesday, April 04, 2001 
7:30 AM 5:00 PM The Tradition Golf Club 

AAAA Iron Mike Chapter GolfTournament 

8:00 AM~ 8:00 PM Room 217D, CCC 
AAAA Registration Center Open 

9:00AM 11:00 AM 
Scholarship Board Meeting 

Room 208B, CCC 

4:00 PM Room 208B, CCC 
National Board Meeting 

2:00 PM~ 

5:30 PM Room 218B, CCC 
Awardee Briefing 

4:45 PM 

5:30 PM 6:00 PM Exhibit Hall- Booth #639, CCC 
Exhibit Managers Reception: (By Invitation Only) 

~---.------

6:00 PM~ 8:00 PM Exhibit Hall, CCC 
Early Birds Reception & Grand Opening of Exhibits: 

(Food concessions and cash bars will be open.) 

Thursday, April 05, 2001 
7:00 AM~ 5:00 PM 

AAAA Registration Center Open 
Room 217D, CCC 

- ~ 

7:45 AM 8:45 AM 
Eye-Opener Refreshment Break 

Ballroom, CCC 

---------------- ------ ------

7:45 AM~ 8:45 AM Room 218B, CCC 
Speakers Breakfast: (For Thursday Speakers Only) 

8:00 AM~ 5:00 PM Room 214, CCC 
Press Room Open: (Sponsored by GE Aircraft Engines) 

------- ---- --------

8:45 AM~ 10:15 AM Ballroom, CCC 
Professional Opening Session: 

0845-0900 
AAAA Presidenfs Welcome: MG Carl H. McNair, Jr., Ret. 

0900-0945 
Keynote Address: MG Anthony R. Jones, Aviation Branch Chief & CG, USA 

Aviation Center & Fort Rucker 
0945-1015 

XVIII Airborne Corps Address: LTG Dan K. McNeill, CG, XVIII Airborne Corps 
-----~--

10:00 AM~ 3:00 PM 
Spouse Outing - "Art & The Queen City": 

City Tour with visits to the Mint Museums of Art & Craft & lunch at the Bijoux. 
Buses depart promptly at 10:00 a.m. 

----._- ----

10:15 AM~ 3:00 PM Exhibit Hall, CCC 
AAAA Exhibits Open: (Concessions Open) 

~--- ------

10:15 AM~ 3:00 PM Exhibit Hall- Booth #1403, CCC 
PERSCOM Career Guidance 

10:45 AM~ 11 :05 PM 
--

Exhibit Hall - Briefing Area, CCC 
Briefings: PM Kiowa: 

Mr. John Guenther, Acting PM, Scout/Attack Product Office 
- ------

11:05AM~ 11:25AM 

11:25 AM~ 11:45 AM 

-

Exhibit Hall - Briefing Area, CCC 
Briefings: PM Cargo: 

Mr. James Caudle, PM 

Briefings: PM Comanche: 
Room 208B, CCC 

COL Robert P. Birmingham, PM 
----------

--~ 

12:30 PM~ 2:00 PM 
AAAA Annual Meeting & Luncheon: 

Room 213, CCC 

The Presidenfs Annual Report, the National Elections, and the presentation of 
AAAA's Membership Awards 

2:00 PM 2:20 PM Exhibit Hall- Briefing Area, CCC 
Briefings: PM Apache: 

COL Howard Bramblett, PM 
- - -

2:20 PM 2:40 PM Exhibit Hall - Briefing Area, CCC 
Briefings: PM Utility: 

COL William G. Lake, PM 
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Thursday, April 05, 2001 
2:40 PM - 3:00 PM Exhibit Hall- Briefing Area, CCC 

Briefings: A TTD: 
COL Waldo F. Carmona, Commander 

------ -------

3:00 PM 3:30 PM Room 208B, CCC 
Professional Focus Session: AMCOM: 

AMCOM: MG Julian A. Sullivan, Jr., CG, USA Aviation & Missile Command 
- - -

3:30 PM 4:00 PM Room 209A1210A, CCC 
Professional Focus Session: Military Intelligence: 

MG John D. Thomas, CG, USA Intelligence Center & Fort Huachuca 
- --

3:30 PM 4:00 PM Roorn 208A, CCC 
Professional Focus Session: PEO Aviation: 

MG Joseph L. Bergantz, PEO Aviation 
---- -- -- --- -

4:00 PM 4:30 PM Room 209B/210B, CCC 
Professional Focus Session: MEDEVAC: 

MG Kevin C. Kiley, CG & Commandant, USA Medical Department & School & 
Chief, USA Medical Corps 

4:00 PM- 4:30 PM 
Professional Focus Session: SOA: 

COL Richard B. Bowman, 
Regimental Commander, 160th SOAR(A) 

Room 208B, CCC 

4:30 PM 5:00 PM Room 208A, CCC 
Professional Focus Session: Reserve Component: 

MG Thomas J. Plewes, Chief, Army Reserve & MG Roger C. Schultz, Director, 
Army National Guard 

5:45 PM 7:00 PM Carolina Ballroom Foyer, Adam's Mark 
Hall of Fame Ticket Pickup -

6:00 PM~ 6:45 PM Carolina Ballroom Foyer, Adam's Mark 
Hall of Fame Reception 

7:00 PM- 9:00 PM Carolina Ballroom, Adam's Mark 
Hall of Fame Dinner 

----------

9:00 PM 1:00 AM Symphony' Ballroom, Sections 1-4, Adam's Mark 
AAAA Chapter Reception: 

"First in Flight". Hosted by Iron Mike, Air Assault, Central Florida, Corpus Christi, 
Flying Tigers, Greater Atlanta, Jimmy Doolittle, Narrangansett Bay, North 

Country, North Texas, Phantom Corps, Savannah, Tarheel. 

Friday, April 06, 2001 
8:00 AM~ 5:00 PM 

AAAA Registration Center Open 
Room 217D, CCC 

8:00AM Ballroom, CCC 9:00AM 
Eye-Opener Refreshment Break 

---- - - -----

5:00 PM Room 214, CCC 
Press Room Open: (Sponsored by GE Aircraft Engines) 

8:00AM 

9:00 AM Room 218B, CCC 
Speakers Breakfast: (For Friday Speakers Only) 

8:00AM 

----- ---

9:00AM 11:00AM 
Professional Session: 

Ballroom, CCC 

"Army Initiatives That Affect the Future". Chairman: MG Anthony R. Jones. 
Panelists: LTG Paul J. Kern, Military Deputy to the ASAAL T & Director, Army 

Acquisition Corps & Mr. Wimpy Pybus, DCSLOG 

9:00 AM~ 3:30 PM 
Spouse Outing - 'Shop 'Til You Drop': 

Shopping at Charlotte's Black Lion & Lunch. Buses depart promptly at 9:00 a.m. 
---- ------ -------- --------------

11 :00 AM - 3:00 PM Exhibit Hall, CCC 
AAAA Exhibits Open: (Concessions Open) 

---------

11:00 AM- 3:00 PM Exhibit Hall- Booth #1403, CCC 
PERSCOM Career Guidance 

~ 

11:05AM~ 11:25AM 

- "--

11:25 AM- 11:45 AM 

12:00 PM 1:00PM 

Exhibit Hall - Briefing Area, CCC 
Briefings: PM Cargo: 

Mr. James Caudle, PM 

Briefings: PM Comanche: 
Room 208B, CCC 

COL Robert P. Birmingham, PM 

Professional Luncheon: 
Room 213, CCC 

Guest Speaker: GEN John M. Keane, Vice Chief of Staff, U.S. Army 
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t'r Industrial Quality Tools 

t 'r Sealants & Adhesives 

fI Household Appliances 

t 'r Paints & Paint Brushes 

fI Lawn & Garden 
Equipment 

t'r Woodworking & 
Metalworking Equipment 

t'r Beautification Center 
(Grounds Maintenance) 

Ordering 
Methods: 

GSA Advantage!TM at 
www.gsaadvantage.gov 

FEDSTRIP/MILSTRIP or 
Military Interdepartmental 

Purchase Requests (MIPRs) 
Fax: (816) 926-7971 • 

DSN Fax: 465-7971 

For Purchasing Assistance: 
(816) 926-7315 • DSN 465-7315 
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Friday, April 06, 2001 
1 :40 PM - 2:00 PM Exhibit Hall- Briefing Area, CCC 

Briefings: PM Kiowa: 
Mr. John Guenther, Acting PM, ScouUAttack Product Office 
--- --- --- ---.-

2:00 PM 2:20 PM Exhibit Hall - Briefing Area, CCC 
Briefings: PM Apache: 

COL Howard Bramblett, PM 

2:00 PM - 3:00 PM Room 209B/210B, CCC 
Professional Focus Session: Aviation Soldiers: 

CSM Edward P. Iannone 
Command Sergeant Major, U.S. Army Aviation Center & Fort Rucker 

- --- -~- - - --~--

2:20 PM 2:40 PM Exhibit Hall- Briefing Area, CCC 
Briefings: PM Utility: 

COL William G. Lake, PM 

2:40 PM - 3:00 PM Exhibit Hall- Briefing Area, CCC 
Briefings: A TTD: 

COL Waldo F. Carmona, Commander 

3:00 PM 5:00 PM Ballroom, CCC 
Professional Session: 

"Aviation in the Full Spectrum of Operations". Chairman: GEN John W. Hendrix, 
CGI, US Forces Command. Panelists: LTG Daniel J. Petrosky, Chief of Staff, US 
European Command, LTG John M. Riggs, CG, First USA, LTG Bryan D. Brown, 

CG, USA Special Operation Command, MG Thomas J. Plewes, Chief, Army 
Reserve & MG Raymond F. Rees, Vice Chief, NGB 

---- - ~---

4:30 PM 5:30 PM Room 218B, CCC 
AAAA NEB & Chapter Presidents Session 

9:00 PM - 1:00 AM Symphony Ballroom, Sections 1-3, Adam's Mark 
AAAA Chapter Reception: 

'Aviation in Transformation'. Hosted by Morning Calm, Aloha, Arizona, Aviation 
Center, and Southern California. 

---~-- ---
9:00 PM - 1 :00 AM Symphony Ballroom, Section 4, Adam's Mark 

AAAA Chapter Reception: 
"Mardi Gras". Hosted by Tennessee Valley, Colonial Virginia, Connecticut, 

Monmouth, and Washington-Potomac. 

Saturday, April 07, 2001 
7:30 AM - 4:00 PM 

AAAA Registration Center Open 
Room 2170, CCC 

7:30 AM 9:00 AM 
Eye-Opener Refreshment Break 

Ballroom, CCC 

-
7:45 AM - 9:00 AM Room 213, CCC 

First Light Breakfast: (By Invitation Only) 
Guest Speaker: MG James R. Snider, DCSRDA, USA Materiel Command 

- -- - - ----- -~----- . . -- ---

54 

9:00 AM 11 :00 AM Ballroom, CCC 
Professional Session: 

Industry Panel. Chairman: LTG Paul J. Kern, Military Deputy to the ASAAL T & 
Director, Army Acquisition Corps. Panelists: Mr. Dean C. Borgman, President, 
Sikorsky Aircraft, Mr. Roger A. Krone, CEO, V.P. Army Programs, The Boeing 
Company, Mr. John R. Murphey, CEO, Bell Helicopter Textron, Mr. Stanley R. 
Arthur, CEO, Lockheed Martin Corp., Dr. William H. Forster, VP Land Combat 

Systems, Northrop Grumman Corporation, ESSS 
- - - - - - - -

11 :00 AM - 4:00 PM Exhibit Hall, CCC 
AAAA Exhibits Open: (Concessions Open) 

- ---- -
11 :00 AM 4:00 PM Exhibit Hall- Booth #1403, CCC 

PERSCOM Career Guidance 
~~- -- -----~---- -~ -

11 :05 AM - 11 :25 AM Exhibit Hall - Briefing Area, CCC 
Briefings: PM Cargo: 

Mr. James Caudle, PM 
-

11 :25 AM - 11 :45 AM Room 208B, CCC 
Briefings: PM Comanche: 

COL Robert P. Birmingham, PM 

12:00 PM 1:00 PM Room 213, CCC 
Professional Luncheon 

1:40 PM - 2:00 PM Exhibit Hall- Briefing Area, CCC 
Briefings: PM Kiowa: 

Mr. John Guenther, Acting PM, ScouUAltack Product Office 

MARCH-APRIL 2001 



• • ••• . ' 
,,'222 0 I ' •. 

'21. ' . 2 · 
,'20 • . ' 

: 19 ' , , 
~ 18, 
',II' 

• 6 ~ ',16' . , • 
, I ' • , 5 • • • 
" 14 • • 8 · 
• 13'" 9 • ", 12 /J 10 •• ' 

•••••••• 

~: -'0- ,,..,. ~_ -:'''''''. ,.~;,. ~,"""" ~... ", '" = ~-

"?~' :' ~;: Schol~~sh,ip 4pplication deadline ,is May 1 st -
~~~~~~~~~~::i':-: _~, ' _ . c • 



Saturday, April 07, 2001 
2:00 PM - 4:00 PM Exhibit Hall- Booth #1397, CCC 

AAAA Chapter Photos: 
2:00 p.m-Tennessee Valley Chapter 

2:05 p.m.-Washington-Potomac Chapter 
2:10 p.m.-Aviation Center Chapter 
2:15 p.m.-Colonial Virginia Chapter 

2:20 p.m.-Air Assault Chapter 
2:25 p.m.-Iron Mike Chapter 

2:30 p.m.-Connecticut Chapter 
2:35 p.m.-Central Florida Chapter 
2:40 p.m.-Flying Tigers Chapter 

2:45 p.m.-Phantom Corps Chapter 
2:50 p.m.-North Texas Chapter 

2:55 p.m.-Southern California Chapter 
3:00 p.m.-Monmouth Chapter 

3:05 p.m.-Arizona Chapter 
3:10 p.m.-Greater Atlanta Chapter 

3:15 p.m.-By Arrangement with Photographer 

2:00 PM- 2:20 PM Exhibit Hall - Briefing Area, CCC 
Briefings: PM Apache: 

COL Howard Bramblett, PM 
---c~-:-:-:----c:-c-:- --:~----------- - . - -.--- - -

2:20 PM - 2:40 PM Exhibit Hall - Briefing Area, CCC 
Briefings: PM Utility: 

Mr. Randy Harkins, Chief, Technical Management Division 

2:40 PM- 3:00 PM Exhibit Hall - Briefing Area, CCC 
Briefings: ATTD: 

COL Waldo F. Carmona, Commander 

5:45 PM - 7:00 PM Symphony Pre-Convene, Adam's Mark 
Banquet Ticket Pickup 

- - _ .- ._. _ _ .. _ - _. - - - --_.- . . __ . _ - - -----
6:00 PM - 6:45 PM Symphony Ballroom, Adam's Mark 

Banquet Reception 

1-470-6539 

Saturday, April 07, 2001 
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM Symphony Ballroom, Adam's Mark 

AAAA Awards Banquet: 
Presentation of AAAA National Awards 

Guest Speaker: GEN Thomas A. Schwartz 
Commander-in-Chief, United Nations Command/Combined Forces 

Command/Commander, U.S. Forces Korea 

See you 
next year in 
Nashville, TN 
AAAAAnnual 
Convention 

May 11-15, 2002 

GSA Contract #: GS-06F-0009L 

-Mil-2 ... three kits in one! 
for R & obi ity s 

o D· 700·MiI·2 
5180-01-430-5361 

f) PT·l00·MiI·5 
5130-01 -373-6685 

E) PT·4000·MiI·l 
5130-01-449-9225 

Installs: 
M7885/ NAS9300 Cherrymax~(thru 1/ 4") 

NAS1400A Olympic-Lok'/Cherrylock~"A"code 
NAS1919/1921 Huck" MLS- "S" type (thru 3/ 16") 
MS90353/54 Huck* Blind Bolt "S"& "u" type 
MS20600 Cherry" Self Plugging 
Nutplate Rivets 
NAS1330/ MS21730 Blind Rivet Nuts 

o FSI FASTEN"'~'YSTEMS INTERNATIONAL 
P.O. Box 1372, Sonoma, CA 95476 • (800) 344-2393 • Fax: (707) 935-1828 
e-mail: sales@fsirivet.com • www.fsirivet.com 
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Cage Code: 64878 
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See Us at AAAA Convention Booth #1047 

THE PURDY 
CORPORATION 

©2001 THE PURDY CORPORATION 

586 Hilliard Street, P.O. Box 1898, Manchester, CT06045-1898 U.S.A. 
Telephone: 860 649-0000 • Fax: 860 645-6293 

Home Page: http://www.purdytransmissions.com • E-Mail: sales@purdytransmissions.com 

Editol"s Note: Army Aviatioll is seekillg good-llews mlllOllncements 0/ aviation­
I'elated professionals who are all the move. I.fYOII or y01l1' organization have an 
upcoming challge o/leadel'ship (at the battalion or sqlladroll level, or higher/or 
MTOE alld TDA units), please forward the i40rmatioll to Barbara Ross, care 0/ 
the AAAA Natiollal Office. 

Note: Here al'e corrections to the Jallllm y and Febl'IImJI 2001 isslles "People all 
the Move ". These people wel'e illadvertalltly 1I0t recognized as AAAA lv/embers. 

Cohort YG 82/83 Career Field Designation Results 

The Department of the Army Personnel Command released the CFD board results for cohort year 
groups 1982 and 1983 on 12 December 00. The following list contained the resulls for Active Army 
Competitive category Aviation branch officers for both year groups. CFD information is listed at right. 

Kelly, George G .• 
McConnell, G. S . • 
St. Jean, Albert c.. 

CFD Result 

OPCF AV 
OPCF AV 
ODCF AV 

• AMA Member + AMA Life Member OPCF =Operations Career Field AV - Aviation Basic Branch 

FYOO Colonel Army Competitive Category Promotion Board Results 

PROM 
SEQ# NAME BR 
276 FERRELL DONALD . AV 

• AMA Member + AMA Life Member 
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TF Talon continued from page 29 

Recent Practical Training Applications 
In June 2000 the CRCC and TF Talon 

independently tested their abilities during 
Operation Roving Sands/Purple Dragon. 
Both were given recognition and praise 
for their accomplishments. There were 
still details to refine, of which cOOl'dina­
tion and communication with all 
Battlefield Functional Areas (BFA) was 
the most critical. BG Petraeus, XVIII 
Corps chief of staff, recently re-empha­
sized during an Officer Professional 
Development session that this is a com­
plex operation involving all BFAs and is 
critical to the overall morale of the force. 

During Phase III, efforts focus on final 
refinement of all procedures and SOP's. 
Annex L (PersOlmel Recovety) to XVIII 
Abn. Corps TACSOP has been complet­
ed. The CRCC SOP has been completed 
and published as pati of the DOCC SOP. 
The SARlCSAR TF TIPs are in final 
revision. Co. B, 1st Bn., 171st Avn. re­
cently completed intense EW /CSAR 
h'aining (SARDOT and PLS) at Cherty 
Point, N.C., with A-lO attack aircraft to 
locate and recover downed aviators and 
corps LRS personnel. During the 10th 
Mountain Division, lOlst Abn. Div. and 
XVIII Abn. Corps Warfighter exercises, 
the education, h'aining and coordination 
merged the separate cells into a dynamic 
PR team directly responsive to the mis­
sion requirements of XVIII Abn. Corps 
and the JSRC. 

Summary 
The 18th Avn. Bde. is fully engaged in 

developing PR for XVIII Abn. Corps. 
Our chatier and the road ahead remain 
clear. We will continue to refine our 
SOPs and TTPs whi le testing ever­
emerging technology in hopes of increas­
ing our efficiency, connectivity, flexibili­
ty and execution of PR operations. PR is 
a force multiplier. With solid procedures, 
seamless architecture, proactive plam1ing 
and diligent staffing, the chance of sav­
ing lives is exponentially greater. Our 
soldiers deserve, and the American peo­
ple expect, nothing less! 

"Next to creating life ... The best thing 
111an can do is save one. " 
- Ab1'Clhall1 Lincoln 

COL William M Jacobs is commander of 
the 18th Avn. Bde. LTC Joseph P Mudd 
is commander of the 1st Bn., 58th Avn. 
Regt., and lLT Jeff Crews is the 18th 
Avn. Bde. PR/CSAR action officel: 
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Set your sights on TROA. 

We're ready for you. Join today. 
TROA. That's only for retired officers, right? Wrong. We serve the 
needs of officers at every stage of their careers. We're fighting for 
your rights in Congress and providing the valuable benefits and 
services you need today - and tomorrow. 

Right now, active duty officers can join TROA at the introductory 
membership rate of only $10 - that's half the regular price! 

Here are just a few of the benefits you'll receive: 
• One Powerful Voice T" to lobby for your rights 
• Career counseling/job placement service 
• Educational loans and scholarships 
• Mfordable Tricare supplement plans and life insurance 

Today's officer is dynamic, connected, going places. 
That's why you need TROA now. 

Sign up today! 

1-800-245-8762 
www.troa.org 

E-mail: msc@troa.org 

Target Vibration & Maintain Good Health 
Facing challenges of today, stress is felt not only by man, but also by machine. Wilcoxon's Model 991 D 
HUMS Accelerometer is the first line of defense against the enemy, equipment failure. The defense of 
our country and the health of our service people depend on the mechanical weliness of your 
equipment. With over 40 years of experience, Wilcoxon is your best ally. Call today for more 
information. 

ARMY AVIATION 

Model 
9910 
HUMS 
Acceler ameter 

wi leo x 0 n 

www.wilcoxon.com ~ 1- 800 - WILCOXON (945-2696) Ext. 102 
~ 301-330-8811 
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Share your opinion on matters of interest to the Army aviation community. The publisher 
reserves the right to edit letters for style, accuracy or space limitations. All letters must be 
signed and authors identified. The publisher will withhold the author's name upon 
request. The opinions expressed are those of the authors, and do not reflect the opinion 
of ARMY AVIATION Magazine. Send letters to AAAA MAILBOX, 49 Richmondville 
Avenue, Westport, CT 06880-2000, Tel: (203) 226-8184, FAX: (203) 222-9863, E-Mail: 
magazine@quad-a.org. 

Dear Editor, 
I have been in the Reserve system since 1994. Except for 18 months in the Ohio National Guard (great people and great organizations), I have 

been in the Army Reserve. It's been a very tough seven years. Most people don't understand that USAR aviation only consists of one aviation 
brigade, supporting ongoing worldwide missions and units throughout the continental United States. I have had the honor of working in a number of 
different units and capacities across the brigade, throughout the country. 

I was recently given command of Company C, 2nd Battalion, 228th Aviation Regiment. It is an outstanding unit and, I think, points us to the future 
look in reserve-component aviation. Your excellent December article on the 18th Avn. Brigade mentioned Co. C, and hit the nail on the head as far as 
what the unit does, day to day, to support the Department of Defense worldwide. Unfortunately, the article failed to mention the fact that Co. C is an 
Army Reserve unit. We have an excellent relationship with our active duty brethren at Fort Bragg, N.C. , but the fact of the matter is that Co. C is a 
unique unit. 

Which brings us to the informative, on-target January article about the Operational Support Airlift Agency (OSM) and what it does. A great piece, 
but it made no mention of the two USAR theater aviation battalions (the only ones that exist). The 2nd Bn., 228th Avn., and our sister unit, the 6th 
Bn. , 52nd Avn., daily support OSM, JOSAC and DOD, and have done so for years. 

Co. C and our sister companies are unique because we are about as mUlti-component as you can get. The units consist of active component, 
Active Guard and Reserve (AGR) and Troop Program Unit (TPU) soldiers. Additionally, we are supported by Army Reserve Aviation Support Facilities 
(ASFs) and the Department of the Army civilians working in them. What a mix of people! 

The USAR has been the "tip of the spear" in fixed-wing deployment support for a long time. When Operation Joint Forge started in Europe, USAR 
soldiers and equipment went right away. The same USAR aircraft are still in Europe, being flown by a mix of active- and reserve-component aviators. 
When Co. C inactivated in 1999 and immediately activated as a USAR unit, we continued the fixed-wing support requirement in Kuwait and are the 
final stop for all aviators going to Kuwait, including those undergoing aircraft qualification. 

This isn't a "we're better than they are" letter. Most Reserve aviators just do their jobs and put up with a lot of hardships in order to do their duty. Of 
the TPU Reservists at Fort Bragg, only one of my people lives in the state of North Carolina. Some come from as far as Florida and Ohio, driving and 
flying, with no additional compensation for the trip. But the people of Co. C and its sister units are so good at their jobs that unless we're asked, most 
people don't realize that a "mixed crew" is flying the aircraft. 

The USAR fixed-wing battalions are unique because of their multi-component nature and that we can be deployed as a unit. Most National Guard 
OSM units are filled with AGR and AC aviators filling their slots, not many part-timers. The USAR units have "real Reservists" in key positions, doing 

I a daily mission. The way we operate is significantly less expensive than many other units in the Army. It's not only because the part-time Reservist 
makes a sacrifice, but because of the dedicated full-time soldiers and civilians we have. Finally, we can be called on at any time, to go anywhere. We 
are already federal soldiers and can be sent without a lot of paperwork. I currently have full-time and part-time soldiers serving around the world. I 
couldn't be more proud. 

I appreciate your time. We do get recognized in our own circle for excellence and I'm mostly interested in informing the public and our peers of 
how we "skin this potato." 

arrivals/departures 

LT. COLONELS 
Mealer, Robin L., 6664 Zephyr Lane, Apt. 301, Springfield, VA 
22150.EM: robinmealer@prodigy.net 
Sumerix, Wayde L., 760 Spruce Street, Leavenworth, KS 
66048. 

MAJORS 
Nersthelmer, Michael E., 507 N. Roosevelt Blvd .• Apt C517, 
Falls Church. VA 22044.EM: nersthem@hotmail.com 

CAPTAINS 
Brown, Kelly C .• 106 W. Briar Drive. Enterpri se. AL 36330. 
Dennis. Ben Hideo. 5780 West Centenlia Ave .• No. 103. Los 
Angeles. CA 92045.EM: hideo@rocketmail.com 
Smedley, Thomas J .• 415 Stoneyfield Drive. Southern Pines. 
NC 28387.EM: smedleyt@bragg.army.mil 

1 L T James C. Schuetzler Jr. 
Fort Bragg, N.C. 

Vine, Christopher, HHC 1?52nd Avn, Unit 15266, Box 667, APO W01S 
AP 96205.EM: cvinesq@aol.com Smith, Christopher, 3008 A Honeysuckle Cir., Killeen, TX 

CW5S/MW4S 
Irvine, William J., 4083 Sunbeam Road, Apt. 1610, Jacksonville, 
FL 32257.EM: wjirvine@hotmail.com 
Thomas, Rodney M., 113 Agnes Lane, Ozark, AL 36360.EM: 
rthomas_rucker@hotmail.com 

CW4S 
Dohmen, Richard D .• 104 Chapeiwood Drive. Enterprise. AL 
36330.EM: dohmenrOO1@hawaiiJr.com 
Sanders, Steven L.. 28 Ripley Drive. Redstone Arsenal. AL 
35808.EM: steven.sanders@comanche.redstone.army.mil 
Wilson, John H .• 4994 Santiago Court. Sierra Vista. AI. 
85635.EM: jackwilson@theriver.com 

76542. 

ENLISTED SOLDIERS 
Bretzke, Ronald J. 1SG, CMR 477, Box 1424, APO AE 
09165.EM: rbretzke@juno.com 

RETIRED/OTHER 
Bayne, Robert D. LTC, 11 7 Carmen Way, Easley, SC 
29642.EM: deltahawk99@aol.com 
Doyle, Lyndon J. CW4, 6 Galieria, San Antonio, TX 78257.EM: 
landkdoyle@earthl ink.net 
Torney, James V. CW4, 1210 Grand View Blvd., No. 3027, 
Huntsville, AL 35824. 
Van Etten, Ben A. CW5. 210 Sand Pine Road. Indialantic. FL 
32903.EM: benvanet@aol.com 

AAAA Scholarships Available 
Application Deadline May 1, 2001 

Scholarships "dedicated" to Enlisted, Warrant Officer, Company Grade Officer 
and Department of the Army Civilian Members. 

Funds also available for spouses, sib lings & children of AAAA members. 
Contact: AAAA Scholarship Foundation, Inc. 

49 Richmondvi lle Ave., Westport, CT 06880 (203) 226-8184 E-Mail: aaaa@quad-a.org 
for complete details 
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Domenici Seeks Full Health-Care Funding 
On Feb. 13, Sen. Pete Domenici (R-NM), chairman of the powerful Senate Budget 

Committee, said that he was committed to seeking full funding to meet the health-care 
needs extended to military retirees, active-duty service personnel and their depen­
dents through TRICARE and the Defense Health Program for this year. 

Domenici made the commitment during a meeting with the president of The Retired 
Officers Association, USAF Lt. Gen. Mike Nelson (Ret.) , and the president of the 
National Association of Uniformed Services, USAF Maj. Gen. Richard D. Murray 
(Ret.). Both organizations have indicated that they consider complete funding of TRI­
CARE benefits both in fiscal year 2001 and FY 2002 to be a top priority. 

Current estimates are that TRICARE and the Defense Health Program will require 
an additional $1.2 billion to $1.4 billion in FY 2001 to pay for services this year. 
President George W. Bush has indicated he will add $3.9 billion to his budget to fund 
all TRICARE costs in FY 2002. 

Domenici told the generals he would communicate to the Bush administration the 
strong need to fully fund defense health-care benefits in the president's initial budget, 
which was delivered to Congress on Feb. 28. Last year, Congress approved a perma­
nent comprehensive health-care benefit for Medicare-eligible military retirees. All mili­
tary retirees will be eligible for health care within TRICARE. It also extended the TRI­
CARE Senior Prime Demonstration Program. 

The FY 2001 National Defense Authorization Act (NDM) also provided a nation­
wide pharmacy benefit for all beneficiaries, extended TRICARE Prime to families of 
service members assigned to remote locations, and eliminated copayments for ser­
vices received under TRICARE Prime for active duty family members. 

Scarborough Seeks SBP Annuity Increase 
SBP champion Rep. Joe Scarborough has renewed his call to increase the 

Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) age-62 annuity by introducing a new bill that would raise 
the annuity in three steps. 

His H.R. 548 [the House companion bill to Sen. Strom Thurmond's (R-SC) S. 145] 
would immediately raise the minimum SBP annuity for survivors age 62 and older from 
the current 35 percent to 40 percent of SBP-covered retired pay, then to 45 percent by 
Oct. 1,2004, and to 55 percent no later than Oct. 1, 2011. 

The Senate approved similar legislation in each of the last two years, only to see it 
dropped from the final bill when the NDM conferees failed to identify the necessary 
funding. However, the conferees did insert a "sense of Congress" provision in the FY 
2001 NDM that, "subject to the requirements and limitations of congressional budget 
procedures ". there should be enacted legislation that increases the [SBP age-62 
annuity] to reduce (and eventually eliminate) the different levels of annuities." 

S. 145 and H.R. 548 are intended to bring that "sense of Congress" to legislative 
reality. The long lead time for the final step is intended to keep congressional budget 
rules from derailing our efforts once again (Congress "scores" the cost of bills against 
a 10-year budget "window," so any effective date within 10 years scores as an addi­
tional budget penalty). The main objective for 2001 , after two years of failure , is to get 
a law on the books that would provide some immediate relief and also would eliminate 
the offset by a specific date - and avoid having to start over from scratch each year. 
Once the proposal is enacted, it will become less expensive every year to accelerate 
the effective date. 

President Proposes $5.7 Billion for "People Programs" 
In a speech at Fort Stewart, Ga., in early February, the president announced that 

he would seek an additional $5.7 billion for health care, pay and housing improve­
ments for service members and their families. 

The additions to Bush's FY 2002 budget submission, delivered to Congress on 
Feb. 28, will include $3.9 billion for military health programs (including TRICARE For 
Life for retirees, increased benefits for active-duty families, and reduction of the annu­
al catastrophic cap on out-of-pocket health-care expenses to $3,000), $1.4 billion for 
military pay increases and $400 million to upgrade active-duty housing allowances. 

Veterans Win Court Case 
The U.S. Court of Appeals has ruled that veterans who joined the armed forces 

before June 7, 1956, are entitled to free health care for life. The court ruled that "The 
terms of the contract were set when the retirees entered the service and fulfilled their 
obligation. The government cannot unilaterally amend the contract terms now." 

The results of this decision are unknown at this time. It is believed that truly free 
health care for life could cost at least $92 billion over the next 10 years. That number 
is more than $30 billion above the cost of the new TRICARE for Life (TFL) program. 
Former Sen. Bob Kerrey (D-NE), has argued against just such a decision. It is likely, 
however, that court battles will continue for the next several years. 

A 

A-LEGISLATIVE 
III'IIII~ REPORT 

COL Sylvester C. Berdux Jr., (Ret.) 
AAAA Representative to The Mil itary Coalition (TMC) 

DOD to Verify Medicare Part B Enrollment 
Defense Enrollment Eligibility Reporting Service (DEERS) Member Service Center 

representatives have been advising callers to update their records to confirm partici­
pation in Medicare Part B. This has led to widespread anxiety that failure to do this 
could deny access to TFL next October. THAT IS NOT ACCURATE. 

To clarify what the TRICARE Management Activity (TMA) - the group that oversees 
the TRICARE program - is contemplating, Steve Lillie, director of the TFL Working 
Group, has requested that the following information be given the widest possible dis­
semination. 

"We understand that there is a lot of uncertainty about whether beneficiaries need 
to provide evidence of their Medicare Part B enrollment in order to assure that they can 
get TRICARE for Life benefits. Beneficiaries do not need to provide Medicare Part B 
information to DOD. DOD will work with the Health Care Financing Administration to 
obtain evidence of Part B coverage for all beneficiaries." 

The bottom line is that the TMA is optimistic that a data match with the Health Care 
Financing Administration (HCFA) will enable them to electronically code the DEERS 
record to renect enrollment in Medicare Part B. To set the wheels in motion, the act­
ing assistant secretary of defense for health affairs, Dr. Jarrett Clinton, submitted a 
request to HCFA to accomplish this data match. 

Beware of TFL Enrollment Offers 
It's not surprising that, with the announcement of the TFL health-care plan for 

Medicare-eligible uniformed services retirees and their families, someone would use it 
to try to make a fast buck. We've received word that at least one organization is offer­
ing to enroll people in TFL for a fee. Don't be duped! 

There's NO FEE involved in signing up for TFL - it's free! As we've advised in the 
past, all you have to do to be eligible for this new program is (1) be enrolled in Medicare 
Part Band (2) ensure that your personal information in DEERS is current. Chances 
are that if nothing has changed since you received your military identification card, 
you're in good shape. 

Johnson Introduces "Keep Our Promises Act" 
On Feb. 7 Sen. Tim Johnson (D-SD) was joined by Sens. Olympia Snowe (R-ME) 

and Jeff Bingaman (D-NM) in introducing S. 278, a companion to H.R. 179, sponsored 
by Rep. Ronnie Shows (D-MS). S. 278 would provide all uniformed services benefi­
ciaries the option of enrolling in the Federal Employees Health Benefits Program as an 
alternative to TRICARE. 

Johnson's bill would provide retirees who entered service before June 7, 1956 (the 
date of the first statutory reference to "space available" retiree health care), and their 
family members FEHBP coverage with the government paying all premiums. Service 
members who entered on June 7, 1956, or later would pay premiums comparable to 
those paid by federal civilian employees, but would be in a separate "risk pool" and 
have their premiums adjusted to renect their use of health care, as distinguished from 
health care use by federal civilians. This provision was necessary to defuse concerns 
expressed by federal civilian advocacy groups and certain members of Congress that 
military retirees would be older, require more health care and thus cause Federal civil­
ian premiums to rise. 

This legislation is substantially the same as S. 2003, which Johnson sponsored last 
year, modified only to acknowledge the recent enactment of TFL. But, because 
cosponsors from the 106th Congress don't carry over to bills introduced in the 107th 
Congress, it's essential to convince your senators to cosponsor S. 278. 

GI Bill Upgrades Introduced 
Two bills that would substantially improve educational benefits under the 

Montgomery GI Bill (MGIB) have been introduced in the Senate and House, respec­
tively. S. 131 , The Veterans'. Higher Education Opportunities Act of 2001 , sponsored 
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POWER WHEH YOU HEED IT. IIERE YOU HEED IT. 
400 Hz AC, 28 VDC, AC/DC Combination, Mobile, Overhead-mounted, Fixed; For use with Fixed wing 
and Rotary aircraft, 15 kVA up to 150 kVA. Whatever your need. Unitron has the solid-state power 
unit to fill the bill. 
Unitron, a leading manufacturer of mobile ground power units, is the preferred supplier of ground power 

for Bombardier and Gulfstream aircraft, and is certified compatible with all Boeing fixed wing aircraft. 

Additionally, Unitron is dominant as a GPU supplier for rotary wing aircraft such as the AH-64 Apache, 

the UH-60 Blackhawk, the CH-47 Chinook, and the OH-58 Kiowa. Its 28VDC GPUs provide 

higher start/maintenance voltage over longer cable distances than any other units offered in the Unitron market today. 
For additional information contact Jennifer Greene, Ext.111 

(I) (214) 340-8600· (800) 527-1279· Fax (I) (214) 341-2099· www.unitraninc.com 

Power Systems 
Dallas, Texas 

by Sens. Tim Johnson (D-SD) and Susan Collins (R-ME), would tie the level of MGIB 
educational benefits to the average cost of education at a four-year public college, with 
annual adjustments to reflect cost increases. The Military Coalition (TMC), along with 
20 other veterans' and higher-education organizations known collectively as the 
"Partnership for Veterans Education," support S.131 . The American Legion also sup­
ports the bill. 

In the House, the ranking member on the House Veterans Affairs Committee 
(HVAC), Rep. Lane Evans (D-IL), has reintroduced an even more ambitious proposal 
for the MGIB. H.R. 320, the Montgomery GI Bill Improvements Act, would cover the 
full cost of education for recruits who enlist for four years. The bill also would provide 
a monthly stipend, eliminate the $1,200 enrollment fee and improve educational ben­
efits for disabled veterans. 

Medicare General Enrollment Period 
If you are eligible for Medicare Part B but haven't signed up, you can do so dur­

ing Medicare's annual enrollment period until March 31 . As long as you sign up by 
this date, your coverage will begin on July 1. Medicare Part B helps pay for doc­
tor's visits, outpatient hospital treatment, and other medical services and supplies 
not covered by Medicare Part A. The cost for the Part B premium is $50 a month 
for 2001 . 

Beneficiaries with Medicare Part A who originally decided not to sign up for Part B 
when they first became eligible for Medicare can now take advantage of this opportu­
nity (there is an additional 10 percent added to the premium for each year of prior eli­
gibility). Also, anyone who had Medicare Part B at one time, but dropped out, can now 
re-enroll. 

If you are interested in enrolling in Medicare, call Social Security toll free at (800) 
772-1213, or contact your local Social Security office. 

Enrollment in Medicare Part B is critical to being eligible for the TRICARE For Life 
Program that begins October 1, and the TRICARE Senior Pharmacy Program (TSRx) 
that begins on April 1 (Medicare Part B enrollment for the TSRx eligibles is required 
only for those who reach age 65 by April 1 or later). 

Those who reach age 65 after the dates noted above will automatically be enrolled 

in Medicare Parts A and B when they reach age 65 if they are receiving Social Security 
cash benefits. If you are not receiving Social Security cash benefits at age 65, you 
should enroll in Medicare Part B approximately three months prior to your 65th birth­
day. This can be done by calling toll free (800) 772-1213 or by visiting your local Social 
Security office. 

DFAS Beneficiary Card 
The Retired Officers Association (TROA) has received numerous calls concerning 

the absence of beneficiary information on the Retiree Account Statements recently 
mailed to retirees by the Defense Finance and Accounting Service's (DFAS) Cleveland 
Center, even though the retirees had completed and returned the Designation of 
Beneficiary Information Card. Unfortunately, the contractor processing the cards is 
back logged. The processing of the beneficiary information should be completed by 
April 15 and Retiree Account Statements reflecting any new beneficiary information will 
be forwarded to retirees. 

DOD Establishes Pharmacy Call Center 
A toll-free telephone line is now available to answer questions retirees may have 

about the TSRx benefit that becomes operational April 1. 
The DOD call center at (877) DOD-MEDS [(877) 363-6337) is operational from 7 

a.m. to 11 p.m. Monday through Friday, Eastern Time, except holidays. 
Approximately 1.4 million Medicare-eligible uniformed services beneficiaries will 

qualify for the program, which gives them the same pharmacy benefit as retirees who 
are under age 65. It includes access to prescription drugs not only at military treatment 
facilities, but also at retail pharmacies and through the DOD National Mail Order 
Pharmacy. 

A letter explaining the program is scheduled to be sent out to eligible beneficiaries 
in early March. As noted above, the rules are that individuals otherwise eligible for the 
program who turn 65 prior to April 1 qualify for the benefit whether or not they purchase 
Medicare Part B. However, the law mandates that those otherwise eligible and who 
turn 65 on or after that date must be enrolled in Medicare Part B to receive the TRI­
CARE pharmacy benefits. 
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ARMY AVIATION 
TRANSFORMATION AND TRANSITION 
IN THE NEW MILLENNIUM - Y2K + 1 

As we gather in Charlotte for our 2001 Annual Convention - the 59th year of 
Army aviation, and the 18th year of the Aviation Branch, our Army has begun one 
of the greatest transformations in our history - with a vision that "begins and ends 
with soldiers" - as it should. The basic characteristics of the objective force: 
RESPONSIVE, DEPLOYABLE, AGILE, VERSATILE, LETHAL, SURVIVABLE 
and SUSTAINABLE - are the personification of Army Aviation, from L4 CUBS 
over the beachhead in North Africa through today's worldwide deployments - and 
more relevant than ever in tomorrow's global challenges. Hence, it is only appro­
priate that our focus of this convention be on the transformation and aviation's role 
therein. 

The Theme: "Aviation in the Army Transformation - Strategy for 2001 and Beyond" 

Behind this theme - speaking to the fundamentals , the plans, schedules and key organizational elements thereof, 
will be the senior Army leaders who have charted the course - and will lead our Army forward. We are 
especially honored that the vice chief of staff, GEN Jack Keane; Conunander of U.S. Forces, Korea, GEN Tom 
Schwartz; commander U.S. Army Forces Command, GEN John Hendrix; as well as our Branch chief, MG Tony 
Jones, and key corps, division and center commanders, all joining us to reflect on the challenge ahead. They will 
spell out how the aviation team will be called upon across the entire spectrum of military operations, from domes­
tic support in CONUS to peacekeeping and nation building operations and ultimately to limited or global conflict. 

While at the convention, we will also hear from leading manufacturer~ and developers who satisfy our demanding 
requirements for the latest in technology and materiel. We will see over 200 displays and exhibits of supporting 
commands, TRADOC, AMC, the PEOs, PMs, as well as our member companies with briefings and presentations 
on new products yet to come. All of this can be viewed, touched and tried with great anticipation by crewmem­
bers and commanders alike. 

In sum, a convention with a venue for all - professional sessions, focusing on operations, materiel, personnel, 
examining the future as well as the present, capped with dialogue between seniors, subordinates, and peers alike, 
civilian military, active and retired of every component, plus many from our sister services and allied nations. It 

is a convention you do not want to miss - our biggest and best ever - in a city and community noted for great 
warmth and hospitality. 

And as always, at the very heart of our association's mission, we will recognize the "best of the best" - awards to 
our outstanding units and aviation crewmembers of the year. We will also be privileged to induct into our Army 
Aviation Hall of Fame a select number who have contributed so much to the foundation and achievements of 
Army aviation over the years. 

Finally, you will be rewarded by your association with today's soldiers, their pride and esprit, in the transforma­
tion of our service - building further yet on the contributions and reputation of Army aviation. 

Come and share in this moment in history: 

See you at the 2001 Annual AAAA Convention in Charlotte, N.C, April 4-7, 2001. 
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AAAA/AUSA Aviation Symposium 
The 2001 Army Aviation Symposium, co-sponsored by the AAAA and the Association of the 

U.S. Army was held Jan. 8-10 at the Sheraton Premier Hotel, Vienna, Va. 
The event drew a crowd of over 200 and featured briefings by the Hon. Paul J. Hoeper, 

assistant secretary of the Army, acquisition, logistics and technology; MG Tony Jones, Aviation 
Branch chief; MG AI Sullivan, CG AMCOM , and MG Joe Bergantz, PEO Aviation. 

The Keynote speaker was LTG John Riggs, (right) CG, First U.S. Army. The dinner speaker 
later that evening was the vice chief of staff, GEN Jack Keane. 

The opportunities for exchange of views between senior leaders and industry were outstand­
ing and well received by the attendees. Hats off to AUSA which did all the organization and 
planning for another job well done! 

NEW MEMBERS 
MSG Roy F. Ahnstedt 2LT Eric D. Anderson DELAWARE VALLEY CHAPTER NORTHERN LIGHTS CHAPTER 
Mr. Scott Bennett 1 L T Matthew W. Anderson PHILADELPHIA, PA FORT WAINWRIGHT/ 
LCOL Dean C. Black W01 Daniel E. Barry Mr. Jan Bethke FAIRBANKS AK 
Mr. Tom Bolen CPT David E. Cooper Mr. Thomas M. Cavanaugh LTC Richard S. Williams 
CPT Bryan J. Carrothers 2LT Danny J. Edling Mr. Robert F. Fenlon 
MAJ Prasert Chestnut 2LT Mark P. Frank Mr. Robert Fullmer 

OREGON TRAIL CHAPTER CAPT Fred Cote 2LT Benito M. Garcia Mr. Michael Jenner 
SALEM, OREGON LCOL Michael R. Dabros 2L T Thomas R. Genz COL Edward F. Martin 

Mr. Don Damm W01 Jon R. Lawniczak Mr. Robert McCafferty CW2 Russell A. Smith 

MAJ Jerry Demetriadis Mr. Mark E. Meadows Mr. Jerome M. Reavey Sr. 
COL Thomas A. Van Veen 

MGEN Doug L. Dempster CW4 Christopher C. Miller Mr. Stephen Showalter 
COL Marcel Duval W01 Thomas J. Mlack Mr. Richard Young PHANTOM CORPS CHAPTER 
BGEN Rick E. Findley 2LT Jason S. Raub FORT HOOD, TX 
Mr. Mike Fisher W01 Brian C. Riddle FLYING TIGERS CHAPTER SGT Paul D. Bainbridge 
Mr. Donald I. Gallion, Jr. W01 Anthony C. Robinson FORT KNOX, KY SFC Jeffrey T. Flores 
Ms. Paula M. Gentile CPT Charles C. Rose Mr. William Creech SGM Edward D. Rojas 
Mr. Neil J. Goldfine W01 Ramon A. Sandejas SPC Justin R. Walls 
Mr. Paul Hardy 2LT Clayton B. Scotson MAJ Richard L. Williams 
Mr. Robert B. Hester W01 Richard E. Stoner GREATER CHICAGO AREA CHAP. 
CW4 John S. Hook 2LT Brendan S. Taylor CHICAGO,IL 
Mr. Matthew Howell W01 Mark E. Taylor Mr. Dennis Brosky PIKES PEAK CHAPTER 

Mr. James Leslie W01 Patrick S. Taylor Mrs. Karin L. Omae FORT CARSON, CO 

Mr. Tim Lovett 2LT Joaquin M. Valdez CPT James R. Wagner 

Ms. Elizabeth Mann W01 Kane S. VanVuren INDIANTOWN GAP CHAPTER 
MAJ Scott McLeish 2L T David P. Walton INDIANTOWN GAP, PA RAGIN' CAJUN CHAPTER 
Mr. Meryl Miller MAJ Brent N. Weaver CW4 Terrance E. Bale FORT POLK, LA 
Mr. Chris Root 2LT Martin E. Weaver LTC Kevin B. Smith 
Mr. Darrell Schlicker CPT David M. Spero 
Mr. Keith Steiner IRON MIKE CHAPTER CPT Lars A. Wendt 
Mr. Bernd Stroeh BLACK KNIGHTS CHAPTER FORT BRAGG, NC 
Ms. Michelle Tesmer WEST POINT, NY COL Morgan Rosenborough Rt 
Mr. VI ad Tsukernik CPT Scott A. Bovee RHINE VALLEY CHAPTER 

Mr. Andrew P. Washabaugh CDT Matthew R. Hamilton HEIDELBERG, GERMANY 

Mr. Mark Windolowski COT Alejandro M. Nunez JACK H. DlBRELUALAMO/ CW5 Keith B. Freitag 

Mr. Allen Wright FORT SAM HOUSTON, TX LTC Todd A. Overby 

LTC Blaine M. Wyckoff CENTRAL FLORIDA CHAPTER 
LTC Neely R. Brown, Ret. 

Mr. Vladimir Zilberstein Mr. Ron Ullrich STONEWALL JACKSON CHAPTER ORLANDO, FL 
SANDSTON, VA MAJ James B. Brashear 

AIR ASSAULT CHAPTER MONMOUTH CHAPTER CW2 Michael D. Ballagh 
FORT CAMPBELL, KY FORT MONMOUTH, NJ CSM Zane D. Frye 

SGT Johnny R. Bailey COLONIAL VIRGINIA CHAPTER Mr. Lawrence E. Bryant 
CW3 Ivan S. Murdock FORT EUSTIS, VA MAJ George A. Deitz, Jr.,Ret. TALON CHAPTER CPT John C. Nalls SSG Mark W. Ashby Mr. Keith W. Grant ILLESHEIM, GERMANY Ms. Betty Wayman SFC Barry L. Pearson CW3 Bruce A. Stewart, Ret. 

Mr. Fred S. Schuler CPT Gary J. Morea 

AMERICA'S FIRST COAST CHAP. SFC Donald L. Wilson 
JACKSONVILLE, FL CPT H. Dave Wood NARRAGANSETI BAY CHAPTER TARHEEL CHAPTER 

CPT Nathan P. Goldberger N. KINGSTOWN, RI RALEIGH, NC 
SGT Eric S. Petrazzi Mr. Andrew D. Kirby 

ARIZONA CHAPTER CONNECTICUT CHAPTER 

MESA, AZ. STRATFORD, CT 
NORTH COUNTRY CHAPTER 

Mr. Dempsey D. Solomon Ms. Sandra Groves TAUNUS CHAPTER 
Ms. Susan Janes FORT DRUM, NY 

WIESBADEN, GERMANY SPC Marydonnaly L. LTC Scott D. Zegler 
Tambagan Mr. Douglas K. Manfredi CPT Philip P. Speth 

Mr. Lon Williams 

AVIATION CENTER CHAPTER NORTH TEXAS CHAPTER 
FORT RUCKER, AL CORPUS CHRISTI CHAPTER DALLAS/FORT WORTH TENNESSEE VALLEY CHAPTER 

2LT Jacob IC Abrami CORPUS CHRISTI, TX Mr. Larry L. Connell HUNTSVILLE, AL 

CPT Timothy T. Alden Mr. Rene G. Chapa Mr. Brian Mitchell Ms. Veronica Brogan 
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COL David Brown, Jr. 
Mr. Thomas B. Clark 
Ms. Tammy L. Criscoe 
Mr. Ronald L. Cummins 
Mr. Ricky S. Dillon 
Mr. Wayne Downey 
Ms. Donna K. Eller 
Ms. Debra A. Elmore 
Mr. Robert G. Elmore 
LTC Patrick J. Garman 
Ms. Carol D. Holcomb 
Mr. Robert E. Hunt 
Mr. John Kamadulski 
MAJ Robert E. Leonard 
CW4 Thomas M. Manhart, Ret. 
Mr. Scott McMahan 
Mr. Richard F. Olson 
Ms. Rebecca B. Proaps 
Ms. Meleta R. Prouhet 
Ms. Margaret J. Ritter 
Mr. Edward W. Schmidt 
Mr. Alvin M. Schwartz 
LTC Newman D. Shufflebarger 
Ms. Bonita L. Stokes 
Mr. Alfred F. Trausch 
Ms. Freida G. Waits 
Mr. Scot M. West 
Mr. William B. Whipple 

WASHINGTON·POTOMAC 
CHAPTER 

WASHINGTON, DC 
LTC Dennis A. Balitski 
CW4 Charles R. Berry 
CPT Kevin L. Berry 
Mr. Stephen J. Considine 
LTC Lorelei W. Coplen 
LTC Robert L. James 
MG Thomas J. Plewes 
COL David J. Thomas 
COL Herbert R. Waters III 

WINGED WARRIORS CHAPTER 
SOTO CANO AB, HONDURAS 

CW3 Roger D. Cline 
CW2 Kurt R. Heidelbach 
CPT Troy W. Jones 
SGT Ivan E. Leija 
SFC Michael E. Mcintyre 
CPT Brian E. Peterson 
CPT Dana L. Thomas 

WRIGHT BROTHERS 
CHAPTER 

COLUMBUS, OHIO 
CW4 Martin M. Ciriachi 
PFC Daniel M. Maday 
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New Chapter Officers 
Mid-America Chapter: 

CPT James Shawn Perry, Secretary. 

Narragansett Bay Chapter: 
LTC Kenneth T. Gareau, V .P. M embershi p. 

Oregon Trail Chapter: 
LTC David A. Greenwood, Pres ident; CPT Sean P. 

Pierce, Sr. V.P.; SGT Skye M. L. Doran, Secretary; 

M s. Teri L. Thomas, Treasurer; MAJ Mathew J. 
Brady, VP Membership Enrollment; CW2 David 

A. Long, VP Membership Renewal s; CPT Robet R. 
Hagerman, VP Programs. 

Ragin' Cajun Chapter: 

LTC Kevin B. Sm ith, President. 
Savannah Chapter: 

COL H. Tom Landwermeyer, President; LTC Roy 
E. M cLendon, Sr. V.P.; CWS Richard L. Willi ams, 

Treasurer; CPT Allan P. Baker, V.P. Programs; LTC 

Sidney L. Stricland, Ret., V.P. Retired Affairs; LTC 
Roger W . Waddall, Ret. , V.P. Industry Affairs . 

AAAA Soldier 
of the Month 

A Chapter Program to Recognize 
Outstanding Aviation Soldiers 

on a Monthly Basis 

PFC Joshua Hendrickson 
January 2001 

(Wright Brothers Chapter) 

ADVERTISERS INDEX 

AAAA NCO of the Quarter 
A Chapter Program to Recognize 

Outstanding N on-Commissioned 

Offi cers on a Quarterly Basis 

SGT Eric S_ Petrazzi 
1st Qtr. 2001 

(Narragansett Bay Chapter) 

New AAAA Life Members 
Mr. Michae l F. G lass 

M r. Steve A . McCunney 

Aces 
The following members have been 
recogn ized as Aces for their signing 

up fi ve new members each. 
Mr. Wi ll iam J. Cannon 

LTC Michael F. McClellan, Ret. 
SFC M ark E. Sewell 

New AAAA 
Industry Members 

A ir Comm Corporation 
Elettronica Systems Limited 

Engineering & Professiona l Services, Inc. (E PS) 
FCX Systems, Inc. 

JENTEK Sensors, Inc. 
Networks Enterprises, Inc. 

New AAAA Order of 
St. Michael Recipients 

COL Thomas M. Ryan (S ilver) 
CW5 Wi lliam E. pfau (S ilver) 

LTC Sales (left) , senior avi­
ation trainer at the National 
Training Center at Fort 
Irwin, Calif., presents MAJ 
Gregory Baker the Order of 
SI. Michael during a Feb. 5 
ceremony. Baker, an NTC 
battle staff analyst, was 
joined at the event by his 
wife, Joan Baker (right) . 

LTC David L. Mol inell i (Bronze) 
CSM R. A. Oram (Bronze) 

CW4(P) Richard L. Case (Bronze) 
CW4 Dewayne N. Rudolph (Bronze) 

CW4 Michael T. Murray (Bronze) 
CW4 John H. Calaman (Bronze) 
SGM Esqu ire McCoy (Bronze) 
CPT Robert C. Kovacs (Bronze) 

SFC Lester R. Day (Bronze) 
CPT Josh C. Sauls (B ronze) 
CPT Daniel Friend (Bronze) 

COL Peter M. Vangjel (Bronze) 
BG Alan W. Thrasher (Bronze) 
CW4 Wi ll is J. Haas III (Bronze) 

SFC Ronald L. Hardy, Jr. (Bronze) 
CW4 Steven F. Flankey (Bronze) 
MAJ Joseph M. Adams (Bronze) 

GEN Thomas A. Schwartz (Bronze) 
CW4 Kenneth W. Cline (Bronze) 

CPT Andy J. Greer (Bronze) 
CPT Natalee M . Liverpool (Bronze) 

CW5 Allen L. Triv itt (Bronze) 
CPT Christopher E. Albus (Bronze) 

SSG Isaac C. Deleon (Bronze) 
CW4 Andrew B. Darcangelo (Bronze) 

CPT Ciro C. Stefano (Bronze) 
MAJ Cory A. Mendenhall (Bronze) 
CW5 M ichael A. Nadeau (Bronze) 
LTC George L. Adamakos (Bronze) 
MAJ Jonathan C. Fristoe (Bronze) 
COL C. W illiam Fox, Jr. (Bronze) 
CW4 Ronald E. Klusacek (Bronze) 
CW3 David M . Spooner (Bronze) 

BG David W. Barno (B ronze) 
MAJ Gregory A. Baker (Bronze) 
CW4 Clay M. Carnes (Bronze) 

SSG Herbert L. Osterhout (Bronze) 
SGM Charles Greene (Bronze) 

COL Richard H. Agosta (Bronze) 
CW4 Robert P. Antoskow (Bronze) 
COL James M . Diamond (Bronze) 

LTC Kent N. Schvaneveldt (Bronze) 
CW4 Daniel E. Edwards (Bronze) 

CW4 Jay Bellamy (Bronze) 
CH(COL) Frank J. Whalen (B ronze) 

MAJ(R) Daniel G. Norwalk (Bronze) 
CW3 Will iam G. Casteel (Bronze) 

AAI/ACL Technologies, Inc. . .... 61 Lear Siegler Services, Inc .. . .... 25 
AAR Cadillac Manufacturing .... . 5 Northrop Grumman Corporation, 
Air Comm Corporation . . .... . . .45 ESSS ......... .. ..... ... .47 
ARINC Incorporated ........... 7 Parker Aerospace. Parker 

crMay 1. AMA Scholarship Application Deadline. 

cr May 17_ Lindbergh Chapter Annual AAM 
Scholarship Tournament, Golf Club of Wentzville. 

Avion, Inc. . . . ...... ..... .... 22 Hannifin Corp. . . . . . .. .... . . 39 
BAE SYSTEMS . . ........... . 11 The Purdy Corporation .. ...... 58 
BFGoodrich Aerospace ........ 29 Robertson Aviation, L.L.C . . .. .. .41 
Boeing Aircraft & Missiles . .. . . . . 1 Rockwell Collins, Inc. . ......... 2 
Chandler Evans Control Sys Sabreliner Corporation .. .. ... .43 

Div. Coltec .......... .. ... . 15 Science Applications 
DynCorp . . . . ......... . . .... 17 International Corp. . ..••. .. .. 57 
Dynetics, Inc. . ........ . ... .. 36 Sierra Research ..... , ... .. .. 61 
Earmark, Inc .......... . . . .... 22 Sikorsky Aircraft ... . ...... . . . 31 
Fairchild Dornier . .. . .. .. . .... 19 Simula Safety Systems, Inc. . ... 57 
Fastening Systems Skyline Industries, Inc .. . .. .. . . . 51 

International, Inc. . ....... . . . 56 Stevens Aviation, Inc. " ...... . 37 
FCX Systems, .... .. ... .. . . . . 25 TEAC America, Inc ............ 53 
GE Aircraft Engines ...... . ... .33 Teledyne Brown Engineering, Inc. 49 
Global Helicopter Technology, Inc.38 Telephonics Corporation . .. ... . 13 
GSA ..... .. . . .. ... .. .. . . . . 54 The Retired Officers Association 
Gulfstream Aerospace (TROA) ...... . ... .. ...... 59 

Corporation ............. . . 27 Unitron Incorporated ........ .. 63 
Helicomb International Inc. . .... 26 USAA .. . ... . ... ... . .. . . .. .. 9 
The Hertz Corporation . . .. INSERT Westwind Technologies Inc . . ... .49 
Israel Aircraft Industries Ltd. . ... 23 Wilcoxon Research . ..... ... .. 59 
ITT Night Vision . . ... .. . . . . ... 21 EFFECTIVE 031501 
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Contact Chuck Trendley (636) 240-6314 or 
ctendle@aol.com. All AAM members and 
their guests are welcome to enter. 

cr Jul. 20. MM Scholarship Executive Commit- --1IIooi; ___ ~~li 
tee Meeting, National Guard Readiness Center, Arlington, VA. 

cr Jul. 20-21. AMA Scholarship Selection Committee Meeting, National Guar 
Readiness Center, Arlington, VA. 

crOct. 15. MM National Executive Board Meeting, 
Marriott Wardman Park Hotel, Washington, D.C. 

crOct. 15. MM Scholarship Foundation Executive Committee Meeting, 
Marriott Wardman Park Hotel, Washington, D.C. 

crOct. 15-17. 2001 AUSA Annual Meeting, Marriott Wardman Park Hotel, 
Washington, D.C. 

crMay 11-15, 2002. AMA Annual Convention, Nashville, TN. 
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BG William B. Bunker 
Army Aviation Hall of Fame 1974 Induction 

BC (later LTC) William Beehler Bunker was commissioned in the cavalry upon graduation from 
West Point in 1934. Even though he never received a rating as an Army aviator, in 1950 his career 
became inextricably involved with Army aviation. He authored a report to the Chief of 
Transportation that convinced the Army of the intrinsic value of the helicopter in logistical roles. 

This report resulted in the large-scale procurement of cargo helicopters by the Army and earned 
Bunker the appellation "Father of the Helicopter," from his Army contemporaries. He accurately envi­
sioned the very important logistical role of helicopters as complements to ground transport vehicles 
and establ ished the philosophical basis for airmobile 
logistics within the U.S. Army. 

Later, as assistant chief of transportation [Army avia­
tion], Bunker continued to work toward the perfection 
of an airmobile logistical system and was largely 
responsible for the Army's procurement of CV-2 
Caribou aircraft. He was the force behind the transfer 
of aviation maintenance proponency from the 
Ordnance Corps to the Transportation Supply and 
Maintenance Command, where he developed and 
establ ished sophisticated procurement and logistics 
systems for Army aviation. In later assignments as both 
Comptroller and DCC, Army Materiel Command, he 
continued to emphasize his strong belief in the great 
importance of cargo helicopters to the success of air­
mobile logistics. He died in 1969 while serving as the 
DCC, Army Materiel Command. 



Israel Aircraft Industries. 

The trustworthy address for more than 300 
customers in over 85 countries worldwide. Armed forces 
demanding powerful, customized solutions for every scenario . --From proven, cutting edge defense electronics, world leading UAVs and communications 

satellites, through upgrading for all forces and the missiles and smart munitions that will deter future threats - IAI is 
committed to your superiority in peacetime and combat. Note our address. 

Because now is the time to address the issue of integrated, advanced technologies for tomorrow's challenges. 

Israel Tel: (972) 3·935·8514. Fax: (972) 3·935·3396 USA Tel:( I )703·875·3777, Fax:( I )703·875·3740 Europe Tel:(33) 1·46.40.47.47, Fax:(33) 1·46.40.47.48 

E-mail: hpaz@hdq.iai.co.il • www.iai.co.il 


