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The first complete
history of the
American Airborne

The Saga of U.S. Arm and
Marine Parachute and Glider
Combat Troops During
World Warll

Foreword by Lt. Gen, William P. Yarborough

Join the “Screaming Eagles" over the
fields of Mormandy...share the agony at
Arnhem...redlive  the glories that
stretched from Corregidor to Guadal-
canal, from Salerno and Anzio to the
liberation of Manila. Thousands of
memaorable episodes are recounted now
in PARATROOPER!
FACTS, PHOTOGRAPHS AND STORIES
UNAVAILABLE IN ANY OTHER BOOK.
Unigque, comprehensive, and more fasci-
nating than a war novel, PARA-
PER!'s 700 pages are filled with 20
maps, hundreds of eyewitness ac-
counts and over 200 rare and astounding
photos taken by airborne personnel.
Written by an airbome veleran, PARA-
TROOPER! includes:

* Stirring accounts about the fathers of
the American Airborne (Lee, Ryder,
Yarborough, Miley, Gavin)

= Complete lyrics to the Airborne son
(“Blood on the Risers) “Beautiful
Streamer) “The Glider Riders)

manf oihars?

ascinating history of how the Air
borne was created, lists of combat
equipment, and much, much more,

p——— Doy T seee—m EET Sm—— — E— ——
To your bookstore o direct in AAS/TH
51, Martin’s Press 175 Filth Awe., New Yook 10000

Please send me_ copy(ies) of Major Gesald M
Dewlin's PARATROOPER! regular edetion (@ $20.00 each,

Rame

and

Address
Cily_ _State_ _ip
Total payment of 13 enclosed (including

50,00 each lor pestage snd handling plus appeopriate tax)
Call toll Free 200-221-1945 bor deladls on the wsgned, i

ibed edition, Ask bor cur Promatson Director
e =T







The cost underrun.

It's the development
contrict for the Army’s
CH-ATD helicopter, a new
Chinook generition for
advanced performance and
serviee, After nearly $50
million worth of work
extending over 31 months,
this remanufactured aircraft
reaches its rollout milestone
almost half a million dollars
under budget.

At the same time, it is
rolling out fully four months
ahead of schedule. Every ong
of the [ Model's six previous
production milestones has
Been reached well before
target dates. It's Boeing
know-how and can-do, hard
al work to give the Aoy
miore value forits dollar,

And the 47D will give
the Army more performance
for its dollar. New fiberglass
Blades, toughencd transniis:

aions, advanced avionics,

and other improvements

will kKeep the Chincok up &

fromt as effective support

for the ground commander,
Ahead of time, on

cost, heating objectives.

Beeause there's no hudget on

Iroeing performance.
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BG Carl H. McNair, Jr., the DA Aviation
Officer, calls the '79 AAAA Convention . .

The absolute best | have seen!

HE 21st AAAA National Conven-
tion has come and gone, but it is far
from forgotten!

The Atflanta-1979 AAAA meeling
proved to be the absolute best | have
seen — baoth from the professional pro-
gramming point of view and the social
opportunities,

The many industrial exhibits and the
wide range of wives' activities rounded
out what many called "“a perfect conven-
tion.” . . Our hats are off to GEN
Shoemaker and the entire FORSCOM
team for a splendid performance.

If you missed this one, DON'T miss
the next because | understand the AAAA
Mational Board has voted to return to
Atlanta in 1980 . .

Congratulations!

More good news during the past
monih. First, congratulations are in order
to the four Army Avlators recently nomi-
nated for promofion to Major General.

They are BG Orlando Gonzalez,
Assistant DCS, Military Airlift Com-
mand; BG James H. Patterson, Assis-
tant Commandant of the Army Aviation
School; BG Harold 1. Small, J-4,
Readiness Command; and BG Jack A.
Walker, ADC, 9th Infantry Division.

In addition, 17 Army Aviators were se-
lected for 06 level command in FY 80.

They were Aviation Commands: Da-
vid J. Allen, James H. Kitterman,
Wayne C. Knudson, and Andrew J.
Miller.

Field Artillery: Gus Cianciolo.

Infantry/ Armor Commands: Don
Chunn and Jack T. Clark.

Engineer Command: Lee Little.

DISCOM's: James M. Hesson,
Albert B. Luster, Duane N. Smith, and
John H. Stanford.

General Support Troop Command;
Robert L. White.

TC Troop Commands: George A.
Brown and Michael J. Pepe.

Proving Ground: John F,
Zugschwert.

Terminal: Robert A. Lawson.

We all look forward to these seleciees
assuming their position of leadership In
the months ahead.

Extra caution needed

With summer now bearing down on
us, the high flying hour, heawy fraining
months are now with us and extra - exira
caution must be exercised to preclude our
accident rate from creeping up. This ap-
plies not only to our Reserve Com:-
ponents but equally to the active units
whose pace picks up significantly in sup-
port of surmmer training,

During the recent Fifth Army Stand-
ardization and Training Conference
[which was a splendid, most professional
event by the way) in San Antonio, | heard
COL Ed Waldron, Safety Center Com-
mander, outline what the Center has done
to assist units in forestalling the “*summer
slump.”
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It is an outstanding exportable package
complete with movies/tapes and | highly
recommend each unit avail themselves of
it. Makes a safety officer's day and should
pay great dividends in your unif's safety
conciousness.

By the way, did you know that the acci-
dent rate for Army Awviation in FY 57 was
54.3 accidents per 100,000 hours and in
FY 77 it was 5.4, which represents a ten-
-fold decrease?

A real tribute to today's aviation profes-
sionals - and where are those folks who
long for the “good old days''?

But seriously, such a dramatic reduc-
tion could not have been possible without
a scientific, disciplined, soldierly approach
to flying safety. With that, | might add that
we slipped up a bit in FY 78 to a rate of
6.2, but indications are that we have turn-
ed it around this year,

As many of you have learmed, Army
Aviation is moving rapidly towards
another significant first — with the
scheduled ftrans-Atlantic  self-deploy-
ment of a flight of CH-47C helicopters to
Europe in August. Detailed planning and
training is currently underway for four air-
cralt from the 179th Aviation Company,
Fort Carson, to self-deploy via the North
Atlantic Route.

While the Army has made Atlantic
crossings with fixed wing aircraft for years,
this will be the first European CH-47
rotary wing self-deployment.

For those with good memories, you
will recall that CH-47’s of the 101st Air-

SITE SELECTION
In a mail ballot in early May in which
44 of its 48 members participated,
AAAA's National Executive Board voted
to conduct the 1980 AAAA National Con-
vention at an Atlanta, Ga., facility.

borne Division under then Battalion Com-
mander COL Gus Cianciolo demon-
strated long range, over water helicopter
sell-deployment to Puerto Rico in the ear-
Iy "70s.

. . And during a recent visit to Fort
Campbell, LTC Larry Karjala, current
Commander, 159th Awviation Battalion,
showed me his unit training with these
same CH-47's that made the ferry flight.
They are sfill going strong and the 159th
has a great record in fralning and in
operations.

On a recent field exercise, the entire
battalion returned to home slation with
every aircralt flyable - quite an ac
complishment for any unit, but particular-
ly noteworthy in view of the age, hours
and heawy use of their aircraft. (Another
significant CH-47 milestone occurred
with “First Flight”’ of the CH-47D on 11
May — four months ahead of
schedule! Congratulations 1o Project
Manager COL Jim Hesson and the
Boeing Vertol team.)

At the 101st, | was also fortunate

enough to visit “A"” Company, 229th on
the gunnery range and fly the “all up"”
AH-15 with 20mm gun and universal tur-
rent. A greal experience and thanks to a
fine SIP, Chief Warrant Officer “Top
Gun" Gore, | am pleased to report all
rounds went down range and the Bat-
talion Commander, LTC Dick McQues-
tion, breathed a sign of relief.
My day also included stops with the two
lift battalions, the 158th under the com-
mand of LTC Bill Golding and the
101st Aviation Battalion under LTC Jim
Brayboy. Deployment of one UH-1
company to Panama was underway and
the troops were doing a record job of
loading aircraft — visible evidence of their
“air"" mobility.




My visit also included a dinner meeting
with the Air Assault Chapter, AAAA's
largest chapter, and what a turnout! It was
evident that AAAA and Army Awviation
comprise a moving force at Campbell,
Well done fo the *“Screaming Eagles'!
Air Assauli, Sir!

Meanwhile, back at DA, the field is
now responding to the recently validated
listing of 1979 TDA officer operational
flying positions. As indicated in my recent
article, some positions were not validated
due to a lack of justification or demonsira-
fion of continued requirement. As com-
mands respond, those positions being
questioned and rejustified will be placed
before the Aviation Position Review
Work Group and the Review Commit-
tee.

It is anticipated that sorne of these posi-
tions will be restored subject to command
verification. Curren! criteria for opera-
fional flying positions is established under
the statutory provisions of the Aviation
Career Incentive Act of 1974 and
simply stated, flying must be essential in
the accomplishment of assigned duties for
a position fo be verified.

On the personnel scene, we con-
tinue to experience a shorlage of WO and
company grade aviators, However ihe
Aviation Center is rapidly expanding its
fraining base to accommodate our in-
creased fraining rates. MILPERCEN and
RCPAC have been locating former IP's
and aspiring IP's for transfer to Fort
Rucker to assist in the expansion. If you
have yearned to return to Rucker for a
tour and are strong IP material, this is
your opportunity.

Having served a tour there myself, it is
indeed gratifying to see fledglings mature
into skilled professional WO and commis-

PHILADELPHIA, PA—Qtis H.
Smith, right, has been named
President of Boeing Vertol Com-
pany, succeeding Howard N.
Stuverude, left, who has been
named a Vice President, Boeing
Aerospace Co., in Seaitle, Wash.

sioned aviators through the initial entry
rolary wing course. There is a great sense
of pride in being a part of that process so
vital to our aviation lorce, and the IP is al
the heart of the process.

SC 15 revision underway

Final note — Implementation of the
Chief of Stalf's decision on the SC 15,
Aviation Career Pattern, is now well
underway, MILPERCEM is in the midst of
realigning the personnel management of-
ficers for aviators and they line up like this:
LTC George Morgan, new Chief, Avia-
tion Branch Assignments, Company
Grade Combat Arms Division; MAJ
Floyd Edwards, SC 15, Majors'’ Divi-
sion; and recently designated and

reassigned LTC Bill Bacon, SC 15,
LTCs" Division. With these and other per-
sonnel management changes being ef-
fected, aviation now truly becomes an ac-
cession specialty enfity — a true combal
arms specially of ils own — a well due
recognifion. -




Black Hawk Power

The T700: Now being delivered
to meet the needs
of the modern Army

The first preduction T700 engine has been delivered
for the Black Hawk. Backed by the most rigorous
engine qualification program in Army history, the T700
is also the most mature new helicopter engine ever to
enter Army service. And uniquely well-prepared to live
in the Black Hawk's combat environment.

GENERAL 5 ELECTRIC



A MESSAGE FROM
GEN. BERNARD
W. ROGERS,
CHIEF OF STAFF,
U.S. ARMY, AND
A REPORT ON
THE 1979 AAAA
NATIONAL
AWARDS DINNER

THE COLONY
SQUARE HOTEL,
ATLANTA, GEORGIA
SATURDAY, APR. 21




Teamwork just
doesn’t happen!

ENERAL Williams, award win-
ners, fellow soldiers, friends of Army
Avdation, ladies and gentlemen.

If's a great pleasure for me to have this
opportunity once again fo parficipate on
this occasion as we recognize those
oulstanding soldiers and civilians who
have made contribufions in, to, and for
Army Aviation.

It also gives me the opportunity o
recognize and lo pay fribute to Army
Aviation and to the professionalism, spirit,
and motivation which we find among Ar-
my Aviators. | am proud to do this.

A year ago when | appeared before the
Quad-A | mentioned to you that we were
busily engaged in examining the career
program for Army Aviators. We have
finished that evaluation and have made
the decisions,

We - and [, personally, - have spent
many hours in this evaluation Inying fo
balance all of the factors that go into the
equation hoping that within the powers of
judgment given fo individuals that we can
make the right decision.

| have great faith in the future of the
Army Aviation Program, and | have
great faith in those Army Aviators we have
today and will have in the fulure,

| believe that as we Iried to balance all
of the factors that go into that equation
that we have done so to the best of our
ability and, especially, in regard 1o two fac-
fors:

First, to safisfy the needs of the Army,
and second, to provide a viable career pro-
gression for young officers who choose to
become aviators,

There is continuous work to be done
in providing for ourselves the resources
necessary If the whole aviation program is
to be a viable program and if, in fact, we
are going to provide the resources that are
so necessary for Army Aviation fo truly be




a part of the combined arms team which ii
must be.

What am | referring to? . . The con-
tinual hand-wrestling for funds, for re-
sources, for spaces, lor the opportunity to
frain; the necessity to bring forth in the
1981 budge! the Advanced Attack Heli-
copter — all those kinds of things.

This will be my last opportunity as
Chief to present this award and to appear
before the Quad-A, but | have every con-
fidence — and | am very optimistic — that
the efforts, the optimism, and the en-
thusiasm at the Dept. of the Army level
will go undiminished when | depart, and
the support that is so necessary to the
Army Aviation Program will be there,
and will be there in full force,

Mow those of you who have received
awards tonighl have undergone a fairly
rigorous — for want of a better word —
competifion bul i's compelifion against
standards of excellence. By vour per-
formance — which has been recognized
here tonight — you have set higher stand-
ards than just par, and standards towards
which others may aspire in the future.

Many go unnamed

| would suspect that there's no group
more likely to understand that individual
or collective achievement can only come
from the support of many, and some of
you winners tonight have alluded to that
fact, because it's more than just the avia-
tor . . it's the crewchief, the ground crews,
the weather section, the safety engineers,
and as you go back further the logisticians
and the design technicians who all are
part of total accomplishment.

So, many go unnamed tonight who
are, in fact, being honored on this oc-
casion,

What | am talking about in a simple
word is teamwork, and when one has an
organization or a unit, such as the 17th
Combat Aviation Group in Eighth
Army in Korea, he sees that teamwork
highly visible,

You have before you in your dinner
programs the citafion that goes with this
award to the 17th and you find in there
such statistics as “almost 150 aircraft -
45,000 hours logged - 17 months with-
out an accident,”

And this was in an environment that
was harsh and unforgiving and at the end
of a long supply line where if's difficult at
times fo gel repair parts and, therefore,
operational readiness if not enhanced.

A little bit of spice

Also, oftenfimes, it meanl flying very
close to that demilitarized zone which
adds a little bit of spice to every aviator's
fare. But through it all the professionals in
this organization had the highest opera-
fional readiness rate of any Army unit any-
where in the world.

Mow teamwork jus! doesn’t happen.
Teamwork comes from leadership . . the
man al the top who puts it all together,
who inspires, who motivates, who guides,
who directs, who challenges those who
are with him and that’s why it is such a
pleasure for me tonight to ask the com-
mander of the 17th Combat Aviation
Group, Colonel George Newton, to
come forward, the man who bears the




S 1 EMARKS OF GEN BERNARD W. ROGERS

Duistanding Aviaf

GEN Bernard W. Rogers, I., and LTG
John M. Wright, Jr., Ret., r., join COIl
and Mrs. George F. Newton, at a pre
Banquet gathering.

.jl

responsibility for the outstanding per-
formance of this organization which is be-
ing recognized lonight,

Alongside him in Korea was Com:-
mand Sergeant Major Albert P, Liwa-
nag who could not be here fonight,

Mow George Newton, who has com-
manded this outstanding unit for the past
hwo years, is here to try fo carry home this
huge award which his unit so rightly
deserves. Colonel Newton, will you
come forward, please?

Colonel Newton, it is a great honor
for me to present to you the “Outstand-
ing Aviation Unit Award for 1978."
Congratulations to you and to your sol-
diers.”

COL NEWTON: “General Rogers,
General Williams, members and all
friends of Quad-A. First, I'd like to thank
the Association for this great henor in for-
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mally recognizing what we have known
for a long fime.

Mext, I'd like to cite Maj. General
Dick Prillaman who has had the quts to
support us so that we could train to be
combat-ready, and General John Ves.
sey who has as great a vision and an
understanding of Army Aviation as any-
one | know . . He supported the 17th
100%.

Most importantly, 1'd like to thank all of
the people of the 17th Combat Aviation
Group, the people who eamned this
award,

And, finally, because | was told that |
had only one minute up here, Brig. Gen.
Charlie Canedy who, when | asked him
as the DA's Army Awiation Officer to
come visit us in Korea, responded,
"Why? You guys are leaving, aren’i
you?"

To him, I'd like to say, "Yes, Virginia,
Army Aviation's alive and doing real well
in the Land of the Morning Calm.’ Thank
ity




=<1 COL NEWTON: “First, I'd like to & COL Newton, accepts the huge
thank the Ass'n for this great honor, AAAA silver trophy from GEN Ber-
and for formally recognizing what we nard W. Rogers, for the 17th CAG as

have known for a long fime . . ." i AAAA President Williams looks on.




I REMARKS OF GEN ROBERT M. SHOEMAKER

Mviation Seldier of

R. President, Chief, aviators, and

friends of aviation. | don’t suppose

I'll have to tell anyone who will have to

fly home tomorrow that there’s some im-

portance in the people who support avia-
tion activities.

We're very fortunate in the Army in

that we have many thousands of extreme-

ly competent men and women who pro-
vide the services that permit our aviation
force to do what it does for our tofal
Army mission,

Alsa, the people who administer our
units - who operate our flight sections -
who supply and maintain - and, particu-
larly, those who turn wrenches or who
supervise the turning of wrenches - are
very important people.

One among those whom our Associa-
tion chose to honor tonight is a classic of
the “‘soldier of America.” Let me fell you
a little about him,

BELOW: SFC James L. Fielder, of Fi. Bragg's
129th Awiation Co, acknowledges AAAA’s T8
“Aviation Soldier of the Year Award.” -

Born in Hunlington, W. Va. In high
school he worked in addition to going fo
school because his family needed the in-
come. As he walked by the Post Office
one day and saw Uncle Sam with his
finger out saying, '] want you,” he said,
“Maybe he does, and maybe in the Army
| can work, earn money, do something for
my country, and get an education,” and
he's done all of those things.

He enlisted as an infaniryman, and was
assigned after fraining to Hawaii in
January, 1965. In September of that year
with our troop buildup in Vietnam, the
ecall went out for infantrymen who would
man machine guns on our froop-carrying
aircraft and gunships in Vietnam.

Sergeant Fielder spent two years in
Vietnam as a volunteer door gunner. Mot
content to just man the gun to defend the
ship he began, as others did but more
than others, said, “Hey, | can help out
when we're not out flying and shoofing.”

So he began to do the fasks — prob-
ably by wiping the bubble. Anyway, he
has not been to Mechanics' School at this
ime. He's an on-the-job maintenance
supervisor now who learned the business
because of his dedication and his belief
that his buddies and his unit depended
upon his skill.

Of course, he was assisted by super-
visors, but (he learmed his trade) largely
on his own because he wanted to serve
and wanted to confribute, he taught
himself to be a super mechanic and

(SOLDIER/ Cont. on Page 48)
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A General Robert M. Shoemaker, CG of USA Forces

Command, presents the AAAA’s Silver Medallion to the

Sergeant First Class James L. Fielder in award ceremon-

ies held during the AAAA Nat'l Convention in Atlanta.
15




S REMARKS OF MR. JOSEPH P. CRIBBINS

Mr. Hines accepis award

EMERAL Rogers, General Wil

liams, General Shoemaker, and
my many colleagues and friends. | con-
sider it a real privilege and pleasure fo be
here o present this award.

One thing that General Williams
left out was that the man who initiated the
award In 1976 was probably one of the
finest gentlemen | have ever known or to
work with, LTG “Eivwy” Johansen, the
DCSLOG in the Army. He wrole a leter
to the Quad-A then saying that in all of his
years he had seen so many good Dept. of
the Army Civilians, and that he honestly
felt that AAAA should recognize them,
and Quad-A agreed.

Tonight, it gives me great personal to
present the award to the third recipient
because here is what we logisticians give
the highest accolade to and that is a “dirty
hand logistician” — a fellow who is out in
the field really doing the things that count
in logisfics . . the wrench-turner, the guy
who knows how the equipment works.

16

DAG of the Year

Above and beyond that, he is also
associated with those things that make a
total aircralt weapons system work, and |
think we've all found out that a gunship,
for example, that can fly and can shoot is
not a wvery profitable business to be
operating,.

This award winner happens to be a
missile maintenance technician. He works
in Europe, and he obviously works very
hard at his job because on March 31
General Blanchard presented him with
the “USAREUR DAC Award of the
Year,” and it's only fitting that he now
comes before us as the “AAAA
Awardee of the Year."

The gentleman in question is Mr.
Sherman C. Hines, Ir. To give you an
idea of the calibre of the people we have
in the field, he's a graduate of Alabama
A&M with a B.S. with specialty in elec-
tronics. He's been in the Federal Service
for some 13 years and for the past two
years he’s been stationed in Nurnburg,
Germany, in support of the 2d ACR, and
the AVIM unit, the 394th,

He has supported armament subsys-
temns for the Cobra TOW and associ-
ated test equipment for these units.

Mow this isn't an easy job. Being a field
missile maintenance fechnician puts you
in a very precarious position. You are sort
of in the position of looking at the man
you are supporting and trying to do the
best you can for him but, of necessity, al
times having to criticize. And anyone who

(DAC/ Continued on Page 18)




PRESENTATION — Sherman C. Hines, Jr.,
right, receives the “DAC of the Year Award”
from Joseph P. Cribbins, ODCSLOG.

A FAMILY AFFAIR — Mr. and Mrs. Sher-
man C. Hines are flanked in a photo-
graph taken prior 1o the head table
assembly by General Hobert M. Shoe-
maker, right, the FORSCOM Commander,
and Mr. Joseph P. Cribbins, ODCSLOG,
DA, Also shown are Mr. and Mrs. Sher-
man C. Hines, Sr., the awardee’s father
and maother; Mrs, Alice Turmnbow, his
maother-in-law: Miss Alfreda Turnbow, his
sister-in-law; and Mrs. Freddie Woods
and Miss Synetta Hines, his sisters. [ ]
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N REMARKS OF LTG EUGENE ). D'AMBROSIO

A Speeial Awara

CAN tell you that | agree that things are

completely out of control here when
vou let fwo logisticians get up here (at the
head table) on ihe same night, and
especially an ltalian one and tell him io
talk for only four minutes and fo keep his
hands at his sides.

|, too, am particularly proud to con-
gratulate the “DAC of the Year,” Mr.
Hines, because he, too, is part of DAR-
COM . . It is a real personal and profes-
sional honor for me to take part in this
ceremony tonight in honor of Corpus
Christi Army Depot.

“Personal” because | can remem-

ber that in 1960 as an action officer in
DCSLOG participating in the creation of
whalt was then ARADMAC in the first
design of the facility down at Corpus
Christi,

Then, as the Director of Maintenance
in DARCOM (then AMC many years ago)

COL and Mrs. Charles F. Drenz, cenfer, are
flanked in a pre-Dinner photo by BG Robert M.
Leich, Awards Chairman, at their left, and LTG
Eugene J. D' Ambrosio and Mr. loseph P, Crih
bins at their right,

playing a major role in working with Cor-
pus and waiching it perform, both in sup-
port of Vietnam and in the many, many
other fine things that this depot does.

It's easy to forget if you fly, and as you
get with the sexier parts of the Army and
aviation, just what this depot does. But
without it in Vietnam and during the
period of Vietnam we could not have sur-
vived.

There’s no question about if! . . . The
closed loop to this depot in support of that
war was immense. Mo question when you
look al the statistics . . 7,000 Birds
repaired; 50,000 engines; 600,000
components . . these are stafistics in your
dinner program and they are impressive,

But much more important is the
technology that is there, and the things
that they are doing in this very period as
we lose people and as we compress our
work force. As we watch the productivity
of this particular depot in the realm of the
69 facilities within DARCOM, we find that
this one stands at the top and that's an
honest and a true observation,

There is no question that the produc-
tivity of this particular facility of DARCOM
is the best in our system. We measure and
have audited a $15 million productivity
increase in this depot in the last two years
as a statistics.

The statistics are just that. They don't
tell you the real heart of the organization
filters off into something called the XM-1.

(SPECIAL/Cont. on Page 43)
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1979
SPOOF ROSTER

Official Publication of the “Society for
the Preservation of Old Friends”




Official Publication of the “Society for the Preservation of Old Friends"

1979 SPOOF ROSTER

c/o Army Aviation Magazine, 1 Crestwood Road, Westport, CT 06880

THE “WHAT”
MM The annual “SPOOF Roster” is a complimentary
listing of certain professional-personal information on
AAAA's retired military members. Any roster title that
implies grey heads, or a hesitant step, or gnarled hands
would disturb our senior readers — Who likes to be called a
“Retread”? — so the SPOOF acronym was chosen.

THE “WHO"”
MM Each AAAA member who has indicated he or she is in
a military retired status, and who is carried on the
Association rolls in this manner, is provided with an “up-
date form” each January.
THE “WHY”

BB Many of our retired military readers, in not moving
about from place to place in a retirement situation, cannot
periodically place their corresponding addresses in the
magazine's “PCS" columns which only report changes.
Hence, they lose contact with many of their old friends with
whom they still wish to communicate. Some form of annual
roster seemed desirable; the SPOOF was the resuit.

THE “WHEN"
MM The long-term plan is to publish a SPOOF Roster
as an insert in each May issue of Army Aviation.

THE “WHERE"

Achee—Baugh......... 21 Laumeyer—McAnd..... 33
Bayne—Briggs......... 22 McCartney—Mittag..... 34
Bristol—Cathey ........ 23 Mock—Orrell........... 35
Catron—Davis.......... 24 Ortner—Pumphrey..... 36
Davis—Fisher.......... 25 Purser—St. Louis....... 37
Fleming—Greene....... 26 Salch—Smith, Jos......38
Gressang—Hayes....... 27 Smith, P.—Thayer...... 39
Heins—Hutchens....... 28 Thiring—Vovilla........ 40
Ihlenfeldt—Jutz........ 29 Wagner—Woodard...... 41
Kahm—Lauer.......... 32 Wouters—Zimmer...... 42
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THE FLIGHT LINE AT POST FIELD,
FT. SILL, OKLAHOMA - JUNE 1942

LEADERS - Colonel (later Brig. Gen,) William W. Ford, WATCH ME! - Captain Robert M. Leich, kneeling, the

left, and Lt. Col, Gordon J. Wolf, served as the first DAT's first Maintenance Officer, shows 1LT Lioyd M,
Director and the first Executive Officer of the Field Bornstein, left, and Marlon M. “Jake™ Fortner, where

Artillery School's 1942 Department of Alr Training. the Cub's exhaust pipes let the 65 horses snort,”

SUZY - The original “tralning ald™] Devold of its fab-
ric, the Piper L-4's basic tube steel framework and
ultra-simple landing gear are shown In this "42 photo. Lloyd Bornstein (at the left) are joined by a spiffy gar-
Virtually maintenance-free, the Cub was liked by 2l rison “Flyboy," 1st Lt Charles W, “Chuck™ Lefever,

THE INTREPIDS! - Out amongst the southern pines.
with thelr Cubs, Liaison Pilots “Jake™ Fortner and




YOUMGSTER! - Captain Robert M, Leich, left, {(with
cigarette in hand), is joined on the flight line by a
young Academy graduate, Lisutenant Robert R, Wil-
liams. The time and place? Mid-1942, Fort S, Okia.

MY TURM! - The official photographer (and unofficial
chronicler) of the 1942 “Birdmen' was Licutenant
{later LTC) Henry S. Wann, a former Piper Aircraft
Company pilot, who served as the unit's resident pro,

LET'S DO IT! - Lieutenants “Bob"Williams, left, and
Paget W. Thornton, center, listen attentively as Cap-
tain “Bob™ Leich {with cigarette in left hand), des-
cribes one leg of a coming triangular cross-country.

SUMMING! - Soaking up some sunshine (You tell me
what else could they be doing) are, I-r, Licutenants
Bryce Wilsen, Chuck Lefever, Ed Houser, and Bob Wil-
liams. Mal. Gordon Wolf (sunglasses) is in the center,

HOMEWORK! - Motebooks and pencils at the ready,
Assistant Engineering Officers Fortner, left, and
Bornstein, right, take notes as Capt. Bob Leich, with
cigarette In left hand, covers a maintenance detail.

MO CONTEST! - Even in 1942, aviators argued about
who was "The Bestl" Most agreed L. Del Bristol, left,
was the sharpest pilot of the group, but ALL agreed
Stanford graduate Wilson was the *best looking™
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= LTG Eugene ). D'Ambrosio, Hgs
LSA DARCOM, presents AAAA's ‘Special
Award’ to COL Charles F. Drenz, the

Commander of CCAD, Corpus Christi, TX.

AAAA Special Award

(Continued from Page 18)

ch the tankers pick up a turbine
ngine we look for our experiise In
DARCOM, and we find it al Corpus Christi
Army Depol because that's where they fix
turbine engines. We are using the depot and
we will confinue to use it as we move in that
area
We put a high value bearing repair facilin
into Corpus Christi Army Depol and
now  uniy Iy used across DARCOM
(SPECIAL/ Continued on Page 48)

“The fondest thoughts . . ”

Comments from a letter by BG Melvin D.
Losey, Ret., the first commander of CCAD, as
expressed by Colonel Charles F. Drenz at the
April 21, 1979 AAAA Awards Dinner honoring
the Corpus Christi Army Depot:

“As the commander ol the original ARAD-
MAC team, | have the fondest thoughis of its
struggling days, parficularly the dedication of
our work force, the unending cooperation of the
people of Corpus Christi, the outstanding
assistance given by the Corpus Christi Naval Air
Station personnel, and the superb backing of
our Army superiors,

“Finally, among the many things, the grear-
est had to be the successful prototyping of our
first airframe and our first aircrafl engine.”



I REMARKS OF LTG EUGENE FORRESTER I

Dutstanaing BE A

-4 AAAA President Williams, left, and LTG
Eugene Forrester, right, flank the 49th Trans
Co's MAJ Lawrence Faller and 55G Michael L.
Wilburn at the formal "79 Awards Banguet.

EMERAL Rogers, General Wil-
liams, distinguished guests, friends
of Army Avialion.

I'm certain you realize that every reci-
pient of an award tonight will be people
and units who have contributed extraor-
dinarily to Army Aviation.

But Reserve Component units have a
very special falent because they are the
people who back those who might “have
o go tomorrow.”

In the Total Force area, General
Rogers, the Reserve Components prov-
ide 37% of all of the Army’s aviation
assets, and | know you are aware of it.
In General Shoemaker's case, they
provide 55% and, therefore, they musi
be professionals — qualified people who
can do the job that must be done.

The 49th Transportation Company
is known as the “Delta Schooners,”" get-
fing this name because of their linkage

a4

with Stockton, Calif., dating back to the
deep water port and seafaring days.

Since 1971 they've had the CH-47
“Hooks™ and today that unit flies the very
first and the very last CH-47A that exist in
the Army.

| think it's unique that a Reserve Com-
ponent unit such as this should have
95% of its pilots with Vietnam exper-
ience. Their average pilot fime is 2,500
hours with a 750-hour average in the
CH-47, and an average of 800 hours of
combat flying. One pilol has logged
2,000+ hours in the Chinook.

This is not the first honor that this unit
has had — they were the first Reserve
Component unit to receive the Boeing
10,000 Hour CH-47 Award. They
were the first unit to be reorganized with
24-aircrafi configurafion, and they have
consistently received DA and Sixth Army
safety awards.

Despite the competition of their civilian
jobs and the roles which they play in their
communities, they have consistently par-
ticipated in BRAVE SHIELD and BOLD
EAGLE Exercises, and they have been
with the Maval Reserve for exercises five
times in the last five years.

Throughout it all, they have had con-
sistent training missions with the Califor-
nia Mational Guard and also the 7th Divi-
sian.

But they have not only concentrated
on their warlime role, if it should come to
them, but they have also fulfilled in a most
admirable way the role that Reserve Com-



LTG Eugene
Forrester, CG
of Sixth

U.S. Army,

r., presents
AAAA's 'T8
“Qutstanding
Reserve Com-
ponent Avia-
tion Unii
Award, to
SSG Michael
L. Wilburn,
Acting 1st
Sergeant, as
Major Law-
rence Faller,
looks on.

ponent units play In peacetime to the
communities in which they live and serve.

They were outstanding participants in
the evacuation of forest fire victims in
1977, and countless citizens of the State
of California are alive foday because of
their activities during the floods of 1978,
We just don’t know how many search and

rescue missions in which they parficipated.

I'd be remiss tonight if | didn’t menfion
the contributions of the families of the
men of these units — not just in Califor-
nia, but throughout the United Stales in
the Reserve Components, because their
support of the men and women who
serve in the Reserve Components is a
very vital part of the service of the latfer.

| had the very special personal privi-
lege in September of seeing this unit off to
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REFORGER 78. They completed their
tasks in Germany in a mosi proffessional
manner, and the accolades they received
and the words that I've received concern-
ing their parficipation there has been of
the mos! admirable sort.

So, this evening, we in AAAA can take
greal pleasure in recognizing the 49th
Transportation Company . . At this
time I'd like to ask Major Lawrence Fal-
ler, the Company Commander, and Staff
Sergeant Michael L. Wilburn, as the
Acting First Sergeant, to step forward.

On behalf of the AAAA, | present the
“Quistanding Reserve Component
Aviation Unit of the Year Award for
1978" to the 49th Transportation
Company of the California Army Ma-
tioral Guard.




I REMARKS OF LTG JOHN M. WRIGHT, JR. S

Army Aviater of §

ENERAL Rogers, General Wil-

liams, friends. Tonight, necessar-
ily we are all using a lot of superlatives
and | think because of that | find myself a
little at a loss.,

But if's been a distinct pleasure for me
during this meeling to become ac-
quainted with Chief Warrant Officer
“Mike' Farmer, the *Aviator of the
Year."

Of course, you have his citation in
your dinner program, and | feel that what
| owe fo you is my personal observation
of CWO Farmer, and | can do that in a
very few words . . “Mike"” Farmer is a
professional — he’s dedicated; he's com-
mitted; and he assures me that he will
spend his enfire career in the United
States Army.

He's an ouistanding aviator, a Cobra
pilot. Incidentally, I'm assured also that
his wife says that she's going to spend
her career in the Army!

And Mr. Farmer has his own rooting
section here with him tonight, and I'd
like to ask Mr. and Mrs. Robert D.
Farmer, of Tulsa, Okla., Mike's
parenis; his wife, Sharon Ann, whom
you met at our head fable at foday's lun-
cheon; and Mrs. R.E. Sullivan, of
Tulsa, his mother-in-law, to stand.

| just want to assure you that AAAA,
as it has done consistently over the years,
has selected really and truly the
“Qutstanding Aviator,”" and it is a
distinct pleasure and honor for me, on
behall of Quad-A, to present this 1978
“Army Aviator of the Year Award"”
to Chief Warrant Officer Michael B.
Farmer.

* % K
CW3 “Mike" and Sharon Ann Farmer
are shown with COL (Chap.) Arthur
Craig and LTG John M. Wright, Jr., at
their left, and BG Carl H, McNair, Jr.,
at their right. -




BELOW: LTG John M. Wright, Jr., left, presents
AAAA's “Aviator of the Year" Silver Medallion
to CW3 Michael D. Farmer at the 1979 Dinner.

Chief Warrant Officer (W3) Michael D. Farmer,

the 21st selectee and the eighth Aviation War-

rant Officer to receive AAAA’s Silver Medallion,

is assigned to the Air Troop, 2d Armored Caval-

ry Regiment, APO N.Y., and was also selected

as the USAREUR Region—AAAA's top aviator.,
47




Soldier of the Year Award
(Continued from Page 14)

became a platoon sergeant, came back to
the States, served at Ft. Bragg, went back
to Vietnam again, served a full year as a
maintenance supervisor, has been back
for the past eight years at Ft. Bragg, and is
now the maintenance supervisor of the
12%h Aviation Company, 269th Avia-
tion Battalion at Ft. Bragg.

Let me read for you what his com-
mander said about him when he nomi-
nated Sergeant First Class Fielder for
this award:

“There will be those whose records
will be brighter on paper, but none whose
record will be as bright in the minds of the
people who have known him and who
have worked with him. There will always
be those whose deeds have been noticed
by more important people but none
whose deeds were more needed and ap-
preciated by the many, less important
people in the Army,

“There'll be those whose own sense of
importance and high visibility overshadow
his, but there can be none whose day-to-
day hard work, sacrifice, productivity, and
excellence will overshadow this man in
the eyes of all who know and see him.”

Having had dinner with him tonight
and having spoken with him earlier, | can
assure you our Assoclation has never

chosen more wisely in selecling this
vear's “Aviation Soldier of the Year.”
Sergeant First Class Fielder, would
you join me, please?

DAC of the Year Award
(Continued from Page 16)

can successiully support a unit as he has
— an operational unit, one of the finest in
the world today, the 2d ACR — and have
the commander of that regiment nomi-
nate him for such an award, bespeaks -not
only of his confidence and his dedi-
cation - but also of the fact that he really
knows how to gel along with people.

General (MG) “Lou” Rochmeler,
you can be jusily proud of this fellow. He
belongs to the Missile Readiness Com-
mand, which General Rockmeller is the
Commander. And I've already said how
important these people are, and believe
me, mission readiness of the Cobra in
Europe has been great, and if's been
great because of people like Mr. Hines.
And with that, | would like 1o ask Mr,
Hines to come forward, and believe me
this to me is a areat pleasure.

ial Award
rom Page 43)

{Cunﬂnu

APOLOGIES!

Among the ypographical, stafistical and
other errors in the April 1979 “Convention
Issue™ was a most regrefiable one . . . We
erred in listing the status of the Fort Bragg
Chapter as being “inactive,” which it cer-
fainly is not, B
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in our reclamation of bearings, regard-
less of where the bearings are used or
where they are from . . It's unigue; it's
fully capable; and it's one of the finest
facilities within all of the Army,

So, | say from a DARCOM point of
view | have greail pride in asking Col-
onel Charles F. Drenz, the current
commander al Corpus Christi Army
Depot, to come forward and receive this
award.




Now available from the originators of Digital Radar Warning

. ™ NEW STAR

in helicopter EW

NEW FROM DALMO
VICTOR —A digital Radar

Warning System designed
CALL DALMOVICTOR for  specifically for the special

maore information about needs of the helicopter
t]'_liil cost-effective new All the advantages of a
digital radar warning digital system —solid-state
system for helicopters. reliability, reprogrammable
threat parameters, growth
Dalme Victor Bperations capacity, unamhiguogs_
DALMO YICTOR OPERATIONS 1515 Incusirizl Way threat display— PLUS light
Bell Beimont,, Califormia 94002 weight, low volume, and
Aerospace iz Tal. [415) 5051414 low coetl




I REMARKS OF MG JAMES H. MERRYMAN "

- MeGlellam Aviatie

TAKE great honor in presenting this

award tonight because this award is
named for the son of Senator John L.
McClellan, the greal former senior
Senator of the great State of Arkansas
and, needless to say, sir, | am from that
state and very proud of it.

And now to the young man and his
wife whom we are honoring . . As Unit
Safety Officer of the 207th Awviation
Company, Chief Warrant Officer
Frankie C. Wilson implemented a
highly effective accident-prevention pro-
gram encompassing all aspects of avia-
fion operations.

The statistical evidence of his success
in this endeavor more than justified his
selection as AAAA's “USAREUR Avia-

CWO and Mrs. Frankie C. Wilson,
left, are joined in a pre-Awards Ban-
quet photograph by MG and Mrs.
James H. Merryman. -

tion Safety Person of the Year'" and
qualifies him as the 1978 “James H.
McClellan Aviation Safety Award”
winner,

CWO Wilson distinguished himself
by his selfless involvement in unit train-
ing, safety, and accident-ree flying hours
supporting CINCUSAREUR and Head-
quarters, Seventh Army.

On his arrival at the 2071h he initiated
an Aviation Life Support Equipment Pro-
gram where before there had been none.
He was instrumenital in the rebuild of
flight helmets to comply with current
Modification Work Orders doing most of
the work himsell.

Additionally, Mr. Wilson was respon-
sible for the renovation and upgrading of
the unif’'s POL storage area. He also
supervised the modification of hangar
doors preventing the possible loss or
damage to aircralt costing over $1 mil-
lion. Through his initiative other haz-
ards in Europe have been solved.

In the young man’s relafionship with
his superiors and subordinates, he cor-
rects withou! offense, and teaches by ex-
ample. By confinually siriving for ex-
cellence in performance he demands
professionalism in every activity in which
he is engaged.

Chief Warrant Officer Wilson is
fully qualified to be the recipient of this
most prestigious safety award and |
would like his pretty wife, Fay, to please
stand as he comes forward 1o accepl this
award.
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CITED—MG James H. Merryman, the Commanding
General, USA Aviation Center and Fi. Rucker, presents
the 1978 “James H. McClellan Aviation Safety Award™”
trophy fo CW3 Frankie C. Wilson, of the 207th Avn Co.
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The Answer

A RESPONSE BY GENERAL GEORGE S. BLANCHARD, CG, USAREUR

WAS certain I'd get a chance,

gentlemen, to get involved in
answering that particular question.
| thought that if you hadn't asked
the question, General Kinnard,
that (Gen.) Jack Tolson, or Jack
Morton, or any one of the number
of people here at Quad-A, would
have asked it.

IN THIS ANALYSIS we looked at
the capability of Army Aviation in
the development of the TOW Co-
bra, and it became very obvious
that the attack helicopter was the
essential additional weapon we had
to have in order to maximize not
only on its ability to shoot tanks,
but its ability to move on other
parts of the battlefield

| THINK you are all
aware of the problem
we faced sometime
ago. The problem was,
“How do you kill the
tanks and how do
you service the tar-
gets?"’

WHEN YOU ADD UP
the capabilities of the
infantry weapons, the
artillery weapons, and
the air defense and Air
Force capabilities, and
find what those amount
to in making your best
estimate, and consider

as well.

UNDERSTAND that
you are looking not on-
ly at the main battle
position, but you're
also looking at the
border itself as well
rear area targets. So,
our problern became
one of "How do you
maximize the capabili-
ties of Army Aviation
and the requirement
that we do that with a
system with the capabi-
lity of the Cobra TOW.

what the potential enemy has pub-
lished, and then you attempt to de-
cide how to take care of those
targets with the systems you have
and ask yourself if can you handle
it, then what comes about as a
result of this analysis is that you
find that you simply have to have
additional capabilities if you are
going to appropriately service the
targets that are required.

LOOKING FORWARD into the
future at other weapon systems
you can also foresee a greatly in-
creased capability as these
weapons systems are developed.

IN SO DOING, you can visualize
two or three very significant
thrusts by an enemy (Put yourself
in the position of Warsaw Pact).
Looking at it from my position as a
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The Answer?!
(Continued from Page 53)

NATO Commander of Central Ar-
my Group, you can see two — or
possibly three — thrusts into the
Central Army Group area in addi-
tion to a thrust in a normal kind of
traditional great Morthern German
plain operation.

FIRST, you've got to locate that
threat, the analysis of where that
threat is. There is a function of avia-
tion; it's a function of the
Mohawk; it's a function of the
RF4: it's a function of all the
capabilities of the NATO system to
determine from operational indica-
tions, electronic indications, and so
on, as to where that threat is.

WE HAVE a fair capability to do

——— Pk, & I“

HOT ROD—A major milestone
has been reached in the high
speed test flight program of Sikor-
sky's Advancing Blade Concept
(ABC) research helicopter with the
aircraft attaining a 204 knot speed
in a series of gradually accelera-
ting test flights. Goal: 300 knots.
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this in MATO, combining the sys-
tems of the various countries con-
cerned into an intelligence capabili-
ty to locate, but there is nothing like
the individual on the ground, the
Ist of the 9th, the capability of the
Air Cav.

SO REALLY, you are using the
capability we presently have with
the Scout and with the Cobra, to
do a kind of a dual initial role on the
border and in the covering force
with the use of the aviation from the
divisions and the aviation of the Cav
to help determine where that thrust
is and the magnitude of it.

Positioning of defenses

AS THE BATTLE proceeds from
the covering force and, of course,
our battle plan invisions winning
the battle in the covering force area,
if at all possible. But as that battle
proceeds - and should the Warsaw
Pact put enough force into it
-there’'s bound to be some kind of
movement into the main battle
position, the covering force, then
having had the opportunity also to
provide time for the proper position-
ing of the main battle area defenses
is an advantage.

OVER TIME and recognizing that
the Soviets during World War Il
against the Germans were willing to
sacrifice large numbers of troops in
order to find weak points, or to find
boundaries between national forces,
and so on, you can see that if they
are willing to sacrifice sufficiently,
there could be penetrations of the
main battle area.



the various countries concerned in-
to an intelligence capability to
locate, but there is nothing like the
individual on the ground, the 1st of
the 9th, the capability of the Air
Cav.

50, REALLY, you are using the
capability we presently have with
the Scout and with the Cobra, to
do a kind of a dual initial role on the
border and in the covering force
with the use of the aviation from the
divisions and the aviation of the Cav
to help determine where that thrust
is and the magnitude of it.

Positioning of defenses

AS THE BATTLE proceeds from
the covering force and, of course,
our battle plan envisions winning
the battle in the covering force area,
it at all possible. But as that battle
proceeds — and should the Warsaw
Pact put enough force into it —
there's bound to be some kind of
movement into the main battle
position, the covering force, then
having the opportunity also to pro-
vide time for the proper positioning
of the main battle area defenses is
an advantage.

OVER TIME and recognizing that
the Soviets during World War Il
against the Germans were willing to
sacrifice large numbers of troops in
order to find weak points, or in
order to find boundaries between
national forces, and so on, you can
see that if they are willing to
sacrifice sufficiently, there could be
penetrations of the main battle
area.
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TIME AND PLACE
This article is derived from tape
recordings made during the profes-
sional presentations at the 1978
AAAA National Convention in Ar-
lington, Va. |

AS YOU SEE the development of
the tactics, and you are aware of the
fact that the publication of those
tactics is in unclassified form in
many Russian publications and they
pretty well follow those in their
training, you can see a penetration
rapidly reinforced by Pact forces
and you then see the second kind of
requirement for Army Aviation.

YOU SEE in our mobile defense
capability a requirement to move
troops from the rear to the front,
and you see a requirement for
economy of force units and
surveillance of that battlefield in
order to determine the strength of
that thrust and to provide the sup-
plies and necessities from the rear,
plus the need fer the fixed wing
compliment of this from the in-
telligence side, both Army Aviation
and Air Force aviation.

THE ECOMOMY of force — Who
handles that? — because you pull
battalions from other sides of the
battlefield in order to pile them in
front of the penetration. This
becomes, then, an additional re-
quirement for Army Aviation. We
see this as a requirement that has to
be met and fro which Army Avia-
tion is pretty well capable of doing
it, if we have the proper mix of tank




“The Answer!
(Continued from Page 55)

WE SEE a requirement automati-
cally for a Scout of the type
described earlier. That's absolute-
ly essential and I couldn’t back
up that requirement more than
the Project Manager or various
other members of the community
who feel it is so essential.

YOU SEE a requirement for an at-
tack helicopter that is modern
and that does have the essential
devices that in concert with air and
in concert with the ground can pro-
vide the capability of taking care of
the ZSU 23-4 with its radar in an Ar-
my/Air Force configuration of
defeat of the radar and defeat of the
equipment itself - this associated
with the other air defense weapons
provided by the umbrella concept
of the Soviets.

THE SYMPOSIUM'S SEVEN!

The Monmouth Chapler—AAAA's 21.
23 March highly successiul 1979 Avia-
tien Electronic Symposium was staffed by
seven hardworking AAAA members. L-R
are Chuck Jones, Len Donnelly, Harry
Smith, COL Darwin A. Petersen (Chapter
President), Vince O'Donnell, Al Smith
and George Hogelin, Residue operating
funds from the two-day gathering will be
used to underwrite AAAA scholarships.
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YOU SEE a requirement as well for
other types of Army Aviation sup-
port, whether we are talking supply,
whether we're talking rear area,
whether we're talking reinforce-
ment.

| SEE, for example - and we practice

this in Europe - the movement of in-

fantry mechanized forces without

their tracks from point A to point B,

the tracks following up. This means,
of course, a Huey-type aircraft - the

air assault kind of capabilities.

| EXPLAINED, in my prepared
remarks, the necessity of moving
the German airborne division,
which is a “tank-killer” kind of force
with the anti-tank weapon, in to re-
inforce the battlefield to strengthen
the anti-tank defenses.

TO ME it is a totally integrated ef-
fort. | must, if we are going to keep
up with the advances of the Soviets,
have the full support of the R & D
community in the fielding of cap-
able weapons of the sophisticated
variety.

WE TALK of the eventual with new
vehicles and new equipment, recon-
naissance and cavalry kind of con-
cept that we talk about as well as
the tank-killer re-supply, rear area
kind of activity. | see an integrated
concept on Army Aviation support
for any battlefield, and | am par
ticularly interested, of course, in the
European battlefield. 1 am very
much encouraged by what | hear
from the people here about that
understanding.



THERE 1S one other point that has
to be added and | mentioned it in
my talk. We must be able to inter-
operate with our Allies, and be able
to use those attack helicopter com-
panies with the Canadians in SUN-
TAG, with the Germans in SUN-
TAG, and as USAREUR's interests
move north with the establishment
now of a brigade in the Northern Ar-
my Group area, in the area near
Bremen, and very possibly addi-
tional ones in the future, at least
from the standpoint of planned sup-
port of Reserve Units for the MNor-
thern Army Group area, | see the in-
tercperability concept increasing ,
the RSl concept, the kinds of things
Dr. LeBerge described to Quad-A
yesterday that are extremely impor-
tant.

Test Unit Selected

The 229th Attack Helicopter
Battalion, 101st Abn Div, has been
chosen as the test unit to test the
new field manual (FM 17-40) gov-
erning gunnery training for Cobra
helicopters. The purpose of the
test is to validate certain require-
ments specified in the manual,
such as ammunition allocations, |
exposure fimes, and scoring cri-
teria. If the criteria in the FM prove |
correct, it will standardize the gun-
nery fraining for all attack heli- |

copter pilots in the Army. - |

I'LL BE glad to talk in more detail

with you throughout this meeting
as to how | envision the use of Army
Aviation in the total battle plan.
Thank you, gentlemen.
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PHILADELPHIA, PA - The U.S, Army's
CH-47D Chinook helicopter entered its
flight test program four months ahead of
confract schedule on completing ifs first
flight on May 11,

In a subsequent flight on May 14, the
Boeing Vertol YCH-47D (pictured) satis-
factorily completed hovering maneuvers
at a 50,427 Ibs gross weight (34,205 Ibs
aircraft weight plus a 16,222 |bs external
load).

Following the later flight, Ron
Mecklin, CH-47D project pilot, com-
mented, “The flight was outstanding. All
the tes! objectives in the planned flight
were met and all systems operafed safis-
factorily.”

FT. RUCKER, AL—A new erain U.S. Ar-
my Awvialion was ushered in as MG
James H. Merryman, USAAVNC Com:-
mander, accepted two UH-60A Black
Hawks in ceremonies attended by several
hundred Army personnel, and indusiry
and local leaders on April 25.

Above [L-R) are Gerald J. Tobias,
President, Sikorsky Aircraft Div.,William
J. Crawford, lll, GM of GE's T700 Pro-
ject Dept., COL(P) Richard D. Kenyon,
Black Hawk PM, and MG Merryman,
who Is accepting a Black Hawk flag.

In presenfing the flag, Tobias said,
“This marks the Army’s receipt of the
world’s most modern factical transport
helicopter.™
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